
 
 
 
  
 
SONG:  We are Standing on the Shoulders of the Ones who 
Came before Us      

                                                Joyce Johnson Rouse  

 

LEADER:   

As we celebrate the life of Mother Catherine we 

can indeed say we are standing on the shoulders 

of the ones who came before us.  

 

LEADER: 

And so we pray: 

Loving God, 

We come together on this 162nd anniversary of Mother 

Catherine Spalding’s welcome into God’s loving embrace.  We pray 

as a people who cherish the memories that are ours and who claim 

this common history as a sacred gift.   We ask, O God, that we 

might always recognize your presence in our midst and that we 

continue to hear the call of the gospel to bring about justice and 

peace.   May your grace enable us to grow in faith and courage and 

that our actions reflect the love we profess as true followers of 

Catherine Spalding.  

AMEN 

 

LEADER: 

Let us reflect on a scripture reading which our pioneer Sisters may have used 

for encouragement and instruction and which Mother Catherine herself may 

have referred to in forming new novices.      
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READER: 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians 5:12-23 

We ask you, sisters and brothers to respect those who labor among 

you, who empower you in Christ as your mentors.  Esteem them 

highly, with special love because of their concern. 

Live in peace with one another. 

We urge you, sisters and brothers, to encourage the idlers, cheer up 

the fainthearted, support the weak, and be patient with everyone.  

Make sure that no one repays one evil with another.  Always seek 

what is good for each other and for all people.   

Rejoice always, pray constantly, and give thanks for everything – for 

this is what God wills for you. 

Don’t stifle the Spirit; don’t despise the prophetic gift.  But test 

everything and accept only what is good.  Avoid any semblance of 

evil. 

May the God of peace make you perfect in holiness. 

The word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

LEADER: 

Pause for reflection on how I may better live these words of St. Paul.  Is there 

one action that you think Mother Catherine Spalding might suggest I live more 

fully today? 

 

SONG:  Daughters of Catherine        
                                              Olive Pinto, SCN 

O daughters of Catherine simple and free, pioneer women we are called 

to be, for the love of Christ urges us on.         

 
Sing Verse Two Times 
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LEADER: 

There is a quote from St. Francis of Assisi that sounds as though it could 

have been written by Mother Catherine Spalding.  Certainly, it can help us 

to gain some insight into how she was able to accomplish so much in her 

lifetime.  

  

QUOTE FROM FRANCIS:  

“Start by doing what is necessary, then do what is possible, and 
suddenly you are doing the impossible.”     

 

You can hear the echoes of this quote reflected in the words of Mother 

Catherine:  

 

A THOUGHT ON PRAYER AND MINISTRY  

“You are particularly blessed in that house as all your labors 

are for those immediate works of charity.  Then have courage 

– and still strive more and more to make spiritual and corporal 

works go together.”   (Pause)  

 

A THOUGHT ON COMPANIONS IN MISSION 

“No one should be anxious to appear as having done more, nor 

others less.  Our Community must be the center from which all 

good works must emanate, and in the name of Community all 

must be done.”   (Pause)  

 

A thought on Speaking Truth to Power 

“Gentlemen, be pleased to understand that we are not hirelings, 

and if we are, in practice, the servants of the poor, the sick and 

the orphans, we are voluntarily so; but we look for our reward in 

another and a better world.”    (Pause)  
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LEADER: 

Let us now conclude with a litany, asking Catherine to shine her light on us and 

on the continuation of our SCN pioneer journey.   

 

RESPONSE:  May your light be the leaven that urges us on. 

Catherine, your love for the orphans enabled you to open your heart and 

give them a loving home…R 

Catherine, your belief in girls and young women led to your commitment to 

educating and empowering them…R 

Catherine, your compassion for the sick and frail impelled you to begin a 

hospital for those in need of healing care…R 

Catherine, your ministry with and to your Sisters and those you served was 

deeply rooted in faith…R 

Catherine, your faith in the future enabled you to move beyond the 

boundaries of Kentucky…R 

Catherine, your friendships remind us to companion one another…R 

Catherine, your integrity reminds us to live with honesty and 

trustworthiness…R 

Catherine, your willingness to risk enabled you to bring life to your vision…R 

Catherine, your insight enabled you to say, “I have lived long enough to 

take each thing as it comes,”…R   

Catherine, your life’s work inspires us to continue to be the hands and feet 

of Christ…R 

Catherine, your courage impels us to speak truth to power in church and 

society…R  
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Loving God, 

We pray in gratitude for Catherine’s life of service and for all those women 
who went before us and paved the path for us.  We ask that you gift us 
today with the hope and courage we need to continue to work for justice, 
in solidarity with oppressed people, especially the economically poor and 
women and to care for the earth.  We ask that you especially bless those 
who come after us with the belief that, if they start by doing what is 
necessary, then do what is possible, they will suddenly be doing the 
impossible.  We make this prayer in Jesus’ name asking that we keep our 
minds and hearts open to your word and world, always aware that you are 
the light that guides our way.  AMEN 

  

SONG:  Companions on the Journey         
                                                 Carey Landry 

 

 

  


