
Reflection by Michelle Grgurich, SCN, August 15, 2019 

The candle on the altar was given to me by Lorena Miller, the Director of Doors to Hope, 

our ministry for immigrants in Louisville. On the front of the candle there is an image of 

Mary watching over migrant people in the desert and on the back this prayer written in 

Spanish: 

Thank you, Blessed Mother, because you take me by the hand on the road and after the 

road you lead me and give me the strength to live and work for my family. I ask you, to 

take care and protect those we leave behind so that this sacrifice we made when we left 

our homeland will fill them with blessings. Take care that work never fails us. Above all, I 

ask you, loving and protective mother of the poorest in this world, for the migrants who 

are on the way and for those who have no place to go or where to return, those who 

have received all kinds of abuses and violations, cover them with your mantle on this 

pilgrimage, protect them and help them save their lives. 

This prayer is a powerful expression of a deep reliance on Mary’s intercession and 

protection. This prayer comes not from someone like me sitting at a desk composing a 

reflection but from the heart of someone who has a deep understanding of this journey. 

As I read it, I was reminded of the phrase in the Hail Holy Queen, “To you do we send up 

our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.“ 

Today we celebrate the Assumption of Mary body and soul into heaven, the grand 

gesture of God, the ultimate tribute to the mother of Jesus. The Te Deum window, 

beautifully depicts the image of Mary as seen in today’s psalm, “the queen stands at the 

right hand crowned in gold.” 

Mary is a woman accustomed to grief - one who knew great joy and deep sorrow. Mary 

grappled with the violent death of her son. She experienced fear as evoked in the 

images from the first reading in which the tail of the dragon sweeps a third of the stars, 

taking light from the sky and hurling it down to earth, the dragon is about to devour a 

child at birth - she knows that fear. Mary has also known the joy of visiting Elizabeth, 

sharing her good news that she too will soon give birth, proclaiming the greatness of 

God that we hear about in the gospel.  

Often people ask, why over the centuries has there been such heartfelt devotion to 

Mary? Why are so many drawn to rely on her in prayer? 



You know that it is human nature that when we want to share our joy we run to a friend 

or family member who can understand our joy. When we are in sorrow or grief we talk 

with someone who will understand our experience - Mary is that someone for so many- 

she can understand the joy, the sorrow, the fear, the grief that we experience in our 

lives today. In the midst of it all Mary clings to God in Hope. Her journey of faith and her 

joy in God can give us courage for our own journey of faith. 

As we continue our liturgy, let us pray for migrant people, especially those at our 

southern border and those across the globe who right now are depending on the 

intercession and protection of Mary, the mother of Jesus, whose hearts are connected 

to hers, those who desperately cling to the hope they find in Mary as one who knows 

the journey.  

I invite you to join me now, praying in solidarity with migrant people especially for the 

ones who have little hope or little energy to pray at this moment in their journey - 

please follow a contemplative pace with me as together we pray: 

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope. To you do we 

cry, poor banished children of Eve: to you do we send up our sighs, mourning and 

weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gracious Advocate, your eyes of mercy 

toward us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus, 

O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Pray for us O Holy Mother of God that we 

may be worthy of the promises of Christ. Amen. 


