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“Here I am O God; I come to do your will.” Throughout our lives and particularly as we live out 

our religious vocation, each day and over time, these words take on a new and deeper 

meaning for us. They are the centerpiece of the readings today that speak to all of us about 

our call to follow the Will of God in our lives. There are many moments on the journey when 

we encounter the profound, sacred mystery of that call, the mystery of our “yes” to God, not 

knowing where our “yes” to the Will of God will take us or what our “yes” to the Will of God 

will ask of us.  

God’s Word speaks to our heart, calling us to make connections to our lives, to find traces of 

our own call, echoes of our own experiences reflected in the circumstances and the characters 

of the biblical texts that we read. It is good to remember and to ponder the profound and 

sacred mystery of God’s call in our lives and the readings today lead us to do just that. 

In the reading from Isaiah we find Ahaz, the King of Judah, in a difficult situation that tests him. 

Jerusalem is being attacked. Ahaz is undecided about what action to take. The prophet Isaiah 

is urging one course by saying, “remain tranquil, do not be afraid, don’t let your courage fail.” 
Ahaz’s advisors are urging him, tempting him you might say, to use human power by making 

an alliance to destroy the enemy. Isaiah is saying to Ahaz, “Ask for God’s help, God will offer 
you a sign.” But, Ahaz refuses to allow God’s message to influence him, he has made up his 

mind and pushes the prophet’s offer aside. He seeks the course of human power and reaches 

out to Assyria to intervene. The sign Isaiah offers, therefore, can no longer persuade Ahaz, but 

it will, in the future, confirm the truth of what the prophet has spoken – a young woman will 

bear a son to be called Immanuel – God is with us. The prophet’s promise offers Ahaz the 

message he needs to hear, if he would only listen – God is with us! How often have we found 

ourselves, within our “yes” to God, sorting through a situation, wrapped up in the details of 

our circumstances, standing at a crossroads that tests our call, at times, perhaps, not taking 

the path of peace, and only later, sometimes years later, realizing the significance of our 

actions or the blessing of the circumstances, or the fulfillment of the Will of God in the 

situation? Although we could not see it and were not listening - God was with us! 

Today, within the context of the celebration of the Annunciation, the church points to the 

prophet Isaiah’s promise in this biblical passage - that a young woman will bear a son to be 

called Immanuel – and the church recognizes the transcendent fulfillment of this passage 

made manifest in Jesus and his mother, Mary. 

The author of the letter to the Hebrews emphasizes that God prefers obedience to sacrifice, 

specifically repudiating the ritual animal sacrifices of the Old Testament and lifting up the self-

offering of Jesus. It is by this self-offering carried out by Jesus, the Christ, that we have been 

sanctified. Jesus’ total self-offering far surpasses the Old Testament ceremonial animal 

sacrifices. As followers of Jesus, we too are called to offer ourselves in service to God and 

others. 
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Our total self-giving to the Will of God, our “yes” to entering into the sacred mystery of our 

call, is life-giving both in the sense that it gives us life AND in the sense that we give our lives 

for others. This call from God to be self-giving, immersed in obedience to the Will of God, is 

open to all believers.  

Luke’s gospel highlights Mary as the model believer. She is, a person of humble origins, a 

woman from the obscure village of Nazareth with a population of about 150 people, a person 

no one would expect to respond favorably to God’s revelation. Gabriel’s Annunciation of the 

Birth of Jesus begins, “Greetings favored one! God is with you.” Mary is perplexed wondering 

what this greeting might mean. Sound familiar? Does anyone here recall looking around 

wondering who God was calling … me? No, it couldn’t be me. But Gabriel says, don’t be afraid 
Mary, God has found favor in you. You will be a God-bearer. You will carry the Christ within 

you. And each of us replies, with Mary, how is that possible? God has found favor in me? I will 

carry the Christ, in me? Gabriel says to Mary and to us, the Holy Spirit will come upon you, the 

power of God will overshadow you. Mary questions why she is graced by God. In time, she 

comes to understand that her call from God, to become the mother of Jesus, is a pure gift 

from God through the power of God’s spirit. God’s grace is active in human history - in our 

personal history! Gabriel gives Mary a sign, her relative Elizabeth in her old age has conceived 

a son, nothing is impossible with God. Mary of Nazareth, the model believer and servant, 

responds wholeheartedly to God’s plan. Unknown to her what her self-offering will yield, Mary 

says, “Here am I, the servant of God, let it be with me according to your word.” And with her 

“yes,” Mary steps into the mystery. She doesn’t fully understand it, but, she says “yes.” For us 

too, when we accept our call, we do not know where it will lead, yet somehow we rely on a 

deep inner sense that God is with us. Do you remember the call? Do you remember being 

overshadowed by the grace of God as you said “yes?”  

As we continue our celebration of this Eucharistic liturgy, together, let us lift up the self-giving 

response made by each of our Jubilarians to the call of God. Let us rejoice with them, 

celebrating God’s grace active in their lives and pray that they will continue to experience 

being overshadowed by the grace of God, open to the fulfillment of the Will of God, ready to 

say, again and again, “Here I am, O God; I come to do your will.” 


