
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL FEAST DAY  
September 27  
 
Suggested ambience includes a portrait or sculpture of Saint Vincent, a lighted candle, 
or other flame, and symbols for ministries of those gathered (e.g. stethoscope, laptop, 
schoolbooks, and bible)  
 
 
Leader: O God, come to our assistance.  
All: O God, make haste to help us.  
Leader: Glory be to God our Creator, to Jesus the Christ,  

and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst,  
All: both now and forever. Amen.  
 
READING: from the Writings of St. Vincent de Paul  
 
Christ said: “Seek first the kin-dom of God and God’s justice, and 
all those things that you need will be given to you as well.” That 
is the basis for each of us having the following set of priorities: 
matters involving our relationship with God are more important 
than temporal affairs; spiritual health is more important than physical; God’s glory is 
more important than human approval.  
 
Song: Choose one  
 
ANTIPHON I: “O God, grant that we may walk in your steps. Lead us to seek your  

   kin-dom and its justice, and leave all other worries in your care.” (VdP)  
 
Psalm 23  
O my Beloved, you are my shepherd, I shall not want;  
You bring me to green pastures for rest  

and lead me beside still waters renewing my spirit,  
You restore my soul.  
You lead me in the path of goodness, to follow Love’s way.  
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow and of death,  

I am not afraid;  
For you are ever with me;  
 
Your rod and your staff they guide me  

and give me strength and comfort.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of all my fears;  
You bless me with oil, my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life;  



And I shall dwell in the heart of the Beloved forever.  
Glory be to God our Creator, to Jesus the Christ,  

and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANTIPHON I: “O God, grant that we may walk in your steps. Lead us to seek your  

  kin-dom and its justice, and leave all other worries in your care.” (VdP) 
 
PSALM PRAYER: Gracious God, you have created each of us in love to serve you and 
the church. In imitation of Jesus, we strive to fulfill our mission in the role of servant. 
May our call to service, being first loved by God, impel us to become sacraments of this 
love for others in freedom and joy.  
 
ANTIPHON 2: “If God’s love is fire, then zeal is its flame; if God’s love is a sun,  

zeal is its ray.” (VdP)  
 
Psalm 147  
Praise the Beloved, Heart of all hearts!  
We are blessed as we sing praises to the Beloved;  
For as we give ourselves in love, so we receive love.  
The Beloved abides in our heart, in every open heart that welcomes Love.  
Through Love we are sent to the brokenhearted, a mutual balm to the soul.  
We seek out the downtrodden, those without shelter or food,  

recognizing our own poverty with them.  
Those in prison also await willing hearts to visit them,  

that forgiveness might free all from bondage.  
Sing to the Beloved with thanksgiving;  

for you belong to heaven, to the stars and galaxies.  
You come also from the earth, from mineral and plant,  

pure water courses through your veins.  
Every creature—those that swim and fly and walk on land—know you as of old;  
And each human—in body or in spirit—welcomes you in the heart-song of Love,  

where we are One Being.  
Praise the Beloved, Life of all life! Invite Love into your heart!  

for Divine Love gives strength to the weak, courage to face their fears.  
Divine Love brings peace to the heart, peace that is beyond our knowledge.  
Divine Love cuts through the ignorance that fosters greed and arrogance,  

humbling and breaking open the heart.  
Divine Love severs the veil that separates realms of the profane and sacred;  
Holiness radiates through all touched by Divine Love, a refining Fire!  
Wisdom flows from the Heart of Divine Love  

to all receptive hearts nurtured in the Silence.  
 
  



Yes, the Divine Word is written on every heart-scroll,  
a guide to pilgrims on the way.  

May everyone awaken to Divine Love, that peace and integrity and assurance  
may be born again in every land.  

O my soul, praise the beloved!  
Glory be to God our Creator, to Jesus the Christ,  

and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst, both now and forever. Amen.  
 
ANTIPHON 2: “If God’s love is fire, then zeal is its flame; if God’s love is a sun,  

zeal is its ray.” (VdP)  
 
[The Psalms are taken from Psalms For Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness by Nan C. 
Merrill; (CONTINUUM International Publishing Group: NY, 2002).] 
 
READING: Matthew 25: 31-40 revised 
 
“While the Christ of St. Vincent remains “Lord” and “Son of God,” he lives in the person 
of the poor. He continues to suffer in them. Vincent said to the Daughters of Charity on 
February 13, 1646: ‘In serving the poor, you serve Jesus Christ; you serve Christ in the 
person of the poor.’ Vincent frequently cites Matthew 25 to reinforce the identification 
of Jesus with the poor: ‘So this is what obliges you to serve them with respect, as your 
masters, and with devotion: that they represent for you the person of our Lord.”  
(Maloney, Robert. The Way of Vincent de Paul. New City Press: NY, 1992, p. 26.)  
 
Jesus said, in the end I will return and say, 
“Come, you that are blessed by God, inherit the kin-dom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” Then the righteous will answer, “when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And I will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 
of my family, you did it to me.”  
--revised from: The New Oxford Annotated Bible, New Revised Standard Version 
(Oxford University Press: NY, 1994)  
 
FAITH SHARING RESPONSE -   All are invited to share a response to the readings.  
 
  



CLOSING RESPONSE:  
 
Jesus, sacrament of God’s love for us, teach me by your example . . . Help me,  
through my efforts, set the world around me on fire. I want to give myself to you,  
body and soul, heart and mind and spirit so that I may always do what gladdens you.  
Grant me the grace to be your Body in the world today and through me may your 
saving work reach others. Amen  
(based on: Vincent de Paul in Documents, vol. 11, pp. 74-75, translated by Thomas 
McKenna, CM)  
 
 INTERCESSIONS:  
Leader: As we listen to the words of Saint Vincent, we recall the presence of God in our  

world and all people who desire to be touched by God’s love and we pray:  
ALL:  “The Charity of Christ urges us.”  
 
      (After each quote, offer spontaneous prayer for any need/persons brought to mind)  
 

1) “SERVANTS OF THE POOR - that is the same as saying: ‘SERVANTS OF JESUS 
CHRIST,’ since he considers as done to himself, what is done for the POOR, who 
are his members.” Vincent de Paul May 30, 1647  

2) “You will find that CHARITY is a heavier burden than the soup and bread, but you 
must keep your gentleness and smile. Be of GOOD HUMOR. They are your 
MASTERS, terribly sensitive and exacting as you will see, but the uglier and 
dirtier they are, the more you must give them your LOVE!” Vincent de Paul  

3) “What God asks of us in particular is to have great care to serve the POOR, who 
are our LORDS. Oh! Yes, they are our MASTERS.” Vincent de Paul April 6, 1643  

 
CONCLUDING PRAYER:  

God, our heavenly Father and Mother, holy be your name. 
May your kin-dom come, may your will be done on the earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today that which we need, 
And forgive us for taking from the earth and the poor, more than we needed, 

for we forgive those who have done us harm. 
Lead us not into the temptation of thinking  

that we are the source of another’s salvation 
For yours in the kin-dom and yours is the power within us,  

so may yours be the glory now and forever.  AMEN. 
 
CLOSING:  
Leader: Let us go forth to keep lit forever the flame lit by St. Vincent de Paul  
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  


