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Open to God’s Action
Journey toward Flourishing Community

September 22-24, 2017

SCN 22nd Annual Associate Retreat

Jeanne Connolly, Ed.D. 

Who are we?

Exploring the God-

Seed Within
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Each response is a 

response to the 

needs of the 

particular culture 
and times. 

People of God

“Holiness is not the prerogative of 

only a few: holiness is a gift that is 

offered to all, without exception, so 

that it constitutes the distinctive 

character of every Christian.”

“…it is by living with love and 

offering Christian witness in our 

daily tasks that we are called to 

become saints.”

Words of Pope Francis, November 19, 2014
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Charism Defined

 Spirit of the community initially 

resulting from the founder's 

experience of God.

 A distinct spirit that animates 

the community and gives it a 

particular character.

 The charism of a community is 

such that if all written records 

were destroyed, it could be 

re-created through the living 

testimony of its members.

Be The 

Church
We are not called to 
leave the world, but to 
transform it.

The Spirit gives us light 
and power to transform 
and frees us from all 
that hinders us from 
loving God and each 
other.

From: To Live as Francis Lived: A 
Guide for Secular Franciscans. By 
Foley, Weigel., and Normile; p 209
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A Committed Way of Life

Associates are:

Women and men who choose to 

make a public and formal 

commitment (covenant) to embody

the charism and mission of a religious 

congregation within the Associate’s 

primary life vocation for the sake of 

all of God’s creation.

Gospel

Values

Begin with 

LOVE
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Are we?

An Aggregate of Individuals Formal Group with 

Common Purpose

Pause for Reflection

Take time for personal reflection

What is emerging in you now?

Questions 

Thoughts 

Surprises

Does this fit your experience?

After the bell, please share at your 
table.
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WHO ARE WE TO BECOME

RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL TODAY

IN 

COMMUNION
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The life I touch for good or ill will touch 
another life, and that in turn another, until 
who knows where the trembling stops or in 
what far place my touch will be felt. 

Frederick Buechner

We are in community 

each time we find a 

place where we 

belong. Peter Block 

We are who we are in relationship

If all life is fundamentally 
connected, then we cannot be 
anything other than in 
relationship. 

Our autonomy serves our ability 
to relate, to commune with other 
subjects. 

Judy Cannato, 

Field of Compassion
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Life Giving 

Boundaries

“Organisms with 

impermeable 

boundaries die.”

Margaret Wheatley

Compassionate Collaborators 
Living in Respectful Mutuality

“Compassion is not a relationship 

between the healer and the 

wounded. It’s a relationship between 

equals. Only when we know our own 

darkness well can we be present with 

the darkness of others. 

Compassion becomes real when we 

recognize our shared humanity.”

Pema Chodron
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We Are One

“We need to strengthen 
the conviction that we 
are one single human 
family.” 

Pope Francis, Laudato Si

Moving toward Interdependence

Dependence

Autonomy/

Independence

Interdependence
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Evolution 

of a 

Movement

FlourishingFlourishing

Way of LifeWay of Life

RelationshipRelationship

ProgramProgram

DesireDesire

Evolving Committed Community 

Other Forms 

of Committed

Community

Associate

Community

SCN Community

Canonical 

Community

Living Gospel 

Values in the 

Spirit 

Catherine, 

Vincent, and 

Louise

Living Gospel 

Values in the 

Spirit 

Catherine, 

Vincent, and 

Louise
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“The world 

needs people 

equipped to 

serve with 

compassion, 

acknowledging 

our differences 

while valuing our 

one-ness.”

(Fr. Richard Rohr)

Reflection and Conversation  

Close your eyes and imagine your 
charism flourishing a generation from 
now.

Stay in this quiet, reflective place. 

Journal or draw if desired.

What is happening that you most want 
to help co-create?

What is your next step?


