
For many of us, the title of Mary – “Undoer of Knots” – was unfamiliar until Pope Francis’ 
visit to the United States. He made a special stop at a shrine dedicated to Mary under this 
title. And it was an introduction to this devotion, seeking Mary’s help in untying difficult or 
knotty problems. As early as the second century, references were found to Mary’s “yes” as 
the undoing of Adam and Eve’s “no” to God’s will. But much later, the devotion became 
more concrete in an artistic representation.  
 
In 1986, Father Bergoglio traveled to Frankfurt, Germany, to study theology. During this   
German sabbatical, he visited the Church of St. Peter, in Augsburg, Bavaria, where he saw 
the enigmatic 17th-century painting Our Lady, Undoer of Knots. It is unclear why this paint-
ing had such a deep impact on Father Bergoglio at that time in his life. Some speculate that 
he was struggling with his own personal problems as a consequence of his recent experi-
ences as Jesuit provincial. But what is clear is that he left Bavaria with a passionate devo-
tion to the Blessed Mother under this title.   
 
The painting shows Our Lady surrounded by a host of angels, crowned with a circle of 12 
stars, standing on the crescent moon and crushing the head of the knotted serpent, Satan. 
Our Lady holds in her hands a long, knotted white ribbon; and she is untying a large knot, 
one of several on the ribbon. Below her is the Old Testament figure Tobit, with the Archan-
gel Raphael, traveling to ask Sarah for her hand in marriage. The painting was commis-
sioned by the nephew of Wolfgang and Sophia Langenmantel to commemorate the miracu-
lous healing of their marriage through the intercession of Our Lady. 

 
We will pray a special novena with our Korean sisters, asking Our Lady to undo the tangled         
situation in Korea at this time. Our concerns for the peace and safety of the people, espe-
cially with the escalation of the rhetoric of war and the threat of potential nuclear action 
makes this an urgent intention.  We will pray the prayer, adapted from that of Pope Francis, 
from May 5—13.    
 

 O Mary, Mother of compassion, cast your eyes upon us 
and see the snarl of knots that exist in our world. Mary, 
Mother to whom God entrusted the undoing of the knots in 
the lives of his children, we entrust into your hands the   
ribbons and the chains that hold your people in fear and 
bondage. We believe that in you there is no knot that    
cannot be undone.   

Powerful Mother, by your grace and your intercessory  
power with Jesus, our Liberator, take into your hands today 
these knots that bind the international community,           
especially the peoples of the Korean peninsula. Undo, for 
the glory of God and the benefit of your people, the threat 
of warfare, of death and destruction. Undo these tangled 
relationships, make smooth and peaceful the negotiations 
that will quiet fears, and build trust and cooperation among 
the nations. Hear this plea on behalf of your people and 
provide, through God’s care, hope and justice for all.     

Mary Undoer of Knots, pray for us. Amen. 

http://www.ctsbooks.org/our-lady-untier-of-knots/

