
 A group of people gathered 
for what was a sacred moment of 
mixed thoughts and feelings. Grat-
itude and love for a special woman 
was probably the strongest emo-
tion within all who were present 
on Thursday, April 27 at the home 
of the Sisters of Charity of Naz-
areth located on Princess Mar-
garet Drive in Belize City. This 
was blended with a touch of loss 
for the Catholic community as it 
was acknowledged that Sr. Mag-
gie Cooper, SCN’s time for being 
in full time ministry in Belize, af-
ter 18 years, had come to an end. 
 Sr. Maggie asked that the time 
together be a blessing and a cel-
ebration. And so it was. She and 
her discipleship were celebrated 
with the Eucharist led by Bishop 
Christopher Glancy, CSV joined 
by friends of Sr. Maggie from 
the north, south, east and west of 
Belize. Her SCN sisters, SCN as-
sociates, religious communities, 
LIMEX graduates, recipients of 
the Basic Religious Certificate 
program, members of the Pastoral 
Life Commission, and other part-
ners in ministry shared stories of 
the impact Sr. Maggie has made in 
their lives and communities. She 
has pioneered various programs 

Belize Says “Thank You” to Sr. 
Maggie Cooper, SCN

Friends and Sisters of Charity of Nazareth joined Sr. Maggie Cooper, SCN (fourth from right) to bid her 
farewell at a Mass celebrated by Bishop Christopher Glancy, CSV at the home of the Sisters of Charity 
of Nazareth on April 27.                Photo by Pete Castillo

Bishops of the Antilles Episcopal Conference at their 61st Annual Plenary Meeting held in St. Lucia. Bishop Christopher Glancy, Auxiliary 
Bishop, and Bishop-Elect Lawrence Nicasio from the Diocese of Belize City and Belmopan are pictured in this group photo.

AEC Bishops Meet in Saint Lucia

See story on page 3

continues on page 12
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Teaching Vacancies
Mount Carmel School Management in Benque Viejo has Preschool and Primary 

School Staff openings and Temporary openings for September 2017.
If interested, call 823-2143 and ask for Deacon Cal.
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ATTENTION PARISH LEADERS
 The Diocesan Pastoral Life Commission 
held its yearly planning meeting on Saturday, 
April 8. The commission is made up of six re-
source teams, namely, Liturgy, Lay Ministry, 
Youth, Marriage and Family, Social Concerns 
and the Adult formation/Spirituality team with 
Fr. Noel Leslie as its Chairperson. Ms. Beatrice 
A. Robateau joined the Commission as Admin-
istrative Secretary.
 The purpose of this meeting was to plan for 
the coming year and to develop a plan of action 
to bring to fruition all the proposed activities for 
2017/2018. The first item on the agenda, after 
sign-in and informal greeting and prayer, was 
a reflection by Fr. Leslie, Chairperson of the 
Commission, on the importance of the various 
Ministry teams to the Diocese.
 Each team shared their best accomplishment 
for the past year. They were asked to highlight 
the strength and gift that each member brought 
to their teams and how it helped in their minis-
try’s accomplishment.
 The various teams also looked at their 
achievements so far and came up with sugges-
tions for moving ahead and building on those 
achievements. During that brain-storming ses-
sion teams were asked to focus on one idea for-
mulating what needs to be done to make the idea 
a reality. They listed tasks that need to be done, 
the resources they need to get the task done as 
well as the target groups and contact groups in 
the parishes.

PROPOSED uPcOmINg AcTIvITIES 
fOR 2017-2018:

 The liturgy team is planning further de-
velopment in leadership formation in all areas 
of ministry targeting all liturgical leaders in all 
parishes. The projected time for commence-
ment is mid-October 2017. During the past year 
the team prepared a liturgy book in English and 
Spanish entitled, “Guidelines For The Liturgy 
Of The Word” and held training sessions on the 
use of this book. The team reminds you that lit-
urgy books are still available and can be pur-
chased at the Diocesan office.

 Lay ministry team goal is to develop a vi-
brant and active Lay Ministry through system-
atic recruitment and training of parishioners. 
The training will be available to existing and 
potential lay ministers. Planning meetings to 
further develop plans and activities began from 
April 29, 2017. Plans include: training for lay 
ministers and potential lay ministers, recruit-
ment of new lay ministers, needs assessment in 
each parish.

 Youth ministry team will provide during 
this year guidance and resources for youth min-
istry in all parishes. This is available to all Be-
lize Catholic youth leaders.

 marriage and family team offers two 
retreat per year in February and November, 
and sponsors monthly marriage enrichment 
evenings and marriage preparation programs. 
These are available and offered to engaged, 
married and cohabitating couples. These offer-
ings are available and ongoing throughout the 
year.

 Social concerns and Social Justice team 
goal is to build a Diocesan Network and So-
cial Justice committees throughout the country 
of Belize to inform and service all parishes in 
the Diocese. The team plan of activities include 
the development of a working booklet on so-
cial concerns and social justice for parishes 

Diocesan Pastoral Life Commission Gather for 
Yearly Planning Meeting

Members of the various Diocesan Ministries met for their yearly planning meetig on Satur-
day, April 8 at the Monsignor Facundo Diocesan Building in Belize City. In this photo, Ms. 
Beatrice Robateau (standing) gives a presentation.
in Belize and to implement capacity building 
workshop for social concern and social justice 
committees. It plans to offer two workshops this 
year.

 Adult formation/Spirituality team con-
tinues to offer a Lenten and Advent program to 
all parishes in Belize. During 2017-18 the team 
plans to get feedback on the program through 
questionnaire with specific questions on the 
program and suggestions for improvement and 
expansion. The target group for the question-
naire are the group leaders. The Lenten and Ad-
vent program is ongoing and the Advent session 
begins in November.
 Parishioners are asked to watch for an-
nouncements on any activity in the Christian 
Herald, parish bulletins or from resource team 
leaders. Names and numbers of resource team 
members are listed below.

LITuRgY: Fr. Noel Leslie (Chair) 223-2235, 
Fr. Selvin Garcia, Linda Bowman, Alicia Mar-
tin, Abel Vargas, Maureen Turton, Resource 
Persons: Fr. Bill Snyders, S.J., Jose Ortiz, Irma 
Aldana.

LAY mImISTRY: John Bodden (Chair) 670-
4378, Melissa Gallego (Co-Chair), Maria Pech, 
Novencia Diego, Therese Ariola, Peter August, 
Valdemar Andrade, Harry Lawrence.

YOuTH mINISTRY: Robert Robinson 
(Chair) 610-0507, Geraldine Ann Jones, Gayle 
Thompson, Keisha Rodriguez, Lisbeth Itzab, 
Stephanie Orosco Pollard, Lucretia Pott, Re-
source Person: Sr. Consuelo Burgos, S.A.C.

mARRIAgE AND THE fAmILY: Stanley 
and Maureen Ermeav (Chair) 227-4946, David 
and Flavia Burgos, Vincent and Loretta Palacio, 
Resource Person: Fr. Amelio Chi.

SOcIAL cONcERNS: Mel Auil (Chair) 610-
2192, Cynthia Williams, Pete Castillo, Marlette 
Lacayo, Stephen Sabal, Sr. Caritas Lawrence, 
R.S.M.

ADuLT fORmATION/SPIRITuALITY: 
Lucy Zuniga (Chair) 671-0489, Edita Pariente, 
Emelda Pariente, Luciano Cuellar, Veronica 
Jones, Barbara Arnold, Jorge and Nena Marti-
nez.

By Seminarian Michael A.J. Kemp, Jr.
 In 1997 at a 10:30 a.m. Thursday morning 
“School Mass” at St. Ignatius Church I said 
yes to a question posed to me by my pastor. 
One of the highlights of those Masses as I re-
call was questions that were asked to us during 
the homily about the Readings. You answered 
a question and you would get a prize. In previ-

A Journey of 20 years: From 
Altar Server to Acolyte

ous years my former pastor Fr. Sean McGrath 
used to give candy bars but my new pastor 
gave Holy Cards or Pictures of Saints. (As an 
aide I still have many of these prizes at home). 
I digress. The question asked to me after that 
Mass as I helped to close some of the church 
windows was not one that had to do with the 

continues on page 11
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June Deadline
Friday, May 26

 The rapid development in Communications 
technology is one of the greatest pastoral chal-
lenges facing the Caribbean Church today. This 
technological development is not just about 
more efficient ways of communicating, it chal-
lenges the way we understand the world, our 
identity as Caribbean people and the connec-
tion with religion. Sr. Angela Ann Zukowski, a 
renowned Communicator and professor of Uni-
versity of Dayton in Ohio, lead seventeen Bish-
ops, one Diocesan Administrator, the Apostolic 
Nuncio and a cardinal in a one day workshop 
facing this exciting pastoral challenge.
 In their 2016 meeting the Bishops em-
barked on a three year process to develop an 
Integrated Pastoral Communications Plan for 
the AEC Region. At this year’s meeting the 
Bishops reviewed a Pastoral Letter which lays 
out the foundation of this bold new approach 
of developing an evangelizing communications 
approach. The Pastoral Letter will be issued 
later this year. The Bishops are expected to is-
sue another Pastoral Letter, Mission and Evan-
gelization after this year’s meeting. These two 
Pastoral Letters express their deep commitment 
to call the whole People of God back to the Mis-
sion of the Church.
 The 61st Annual Plenary meeting in St. Lu-
cia opened on Sunday morning with Bishop 
Emmanuel Lafont, Bishop of Cayenne (French 
Guyana) leading the episcopal community in 
an extended meditation on the Lord’s Prayer. 
Bishop Lafont is passionate about the Biblical 
Animation of all pastoral life in the Catholic 
Church. His meditations filled with Biblical 
wisdom explored the Our Father as the summa-
tion of the whole Gospel story. The venue of the 
Annual Plenary Meeting was held at the Mount 
of Prayer Benedictine Monastery at Courbaril, 
St. Lucia.
  A high point of the opening day was a mag-
nificent celebration of the Sunday Eucharist in 
a packed Immaculate Conception Cathedral in 
Castries. It was an historic time indeed, where 
the people of St. Lucia rejoiced with his emi-
nence, Kelvin Cardinal Felix; Archbishop Rivas 
presided over the celebration, in the presence 
of Dame Calliopa Pearlette Louisy, Governor 
General and Mr. Allen Chastanet, Prime Minis-
ter, the Leader of the Opposition and other dig-
nitaries. It was a very solemn and magnificent 
entrance in the cathedral, with the cadets bring-
ing in the flags of all the countries, accompa-
nied by the police band and the Cathedral choir.
 Bishop Jason Gordon, Bishop of Barbados, 
preached a very dynamic and interactive hom-
ily. He focused on three major points: The Word 
of God with the power to burn the hearts of the 
believers and all mankind; the Holy Cross as 
the principle for interpreting the Word of God 
(no cross, no resurrection!); and the existential 
question for each of us: On what path are you 
walking today? - heading down to Emmaus 
before meeting Christ - sad, discouraged and 
complaining or heading up to Jerusalem - after 
meeting Christ, energized by his Word, recog-
nizing him in the breaking of the bread and re-
committed to the mission, full of joy. The choir 
moved the congregation into exuberant praise 
and prayer. The wonderful rendition of panis 
angelicus after the communion expressed the 
faith and the gratitude of all.

Bishops of the Antilles Episcopal Conference Meet in 
Saint Lucia for Annual Plenary Meeting

 Archbishop Rivas, visibly happy and proud 
of his Archdiocese, invited the people to share 
the St. Lucian hospitality with the Bishops out-
side the Cathedral. Afterwards, the Bishops 
were treated to a banquet with the Governor 
General and Prime Minister at the Archbishop’s 
residence.
 On their opening morning the President 
of the Conference, Archbishop Patrick Pinder 
announced that this will be the last Confer-
ence during his term of office. The Bishops ex-
pressed gratitude to the Archbishop for his lead-
ership and contribution to the ongoing work of 
the Conference. During his six year tenure the 

Bishop Jason Gordon, Bishop of Barbados, delivers a very dynamic and interactive homily 
to the AEC Bishops in St. Lucia.

Conference embarked 
upon a strategic plan 
making the New 
Evangelization the 
heart of its mission. It 
has also issued many 
documents guiding 
the pastoral life of the 
Antillean church.
 The Nuncio ad-
dressed the Bishops 
on the opening day 
in his usual efferves-
cent style. He brought 
greetings from the 
Holy Father who he 
met one week before 
in Rome. The Nun-
cio confirmed that 
the Holy Father will 
receive the Bishops 
of Antilles for their 
Ad Limina visit from 
April 15, 2018. Every 
five years each Epis-

copal Conference is required to visit Rome and 
present a report on their dioceses to the Holy 
Father and pray at the tomb of St. Peter. Our 
last visit was put off because of the resignation 
of Pope Benedict. The Nuncio in his address to 
the Bishops also shared the concern of the Bish-
ops about the number of Catholics leaving the 
church and the low number of vocations. He en-
couraged the Bishops to do all that is possible to 
address these important pastoral concerns. On 
behalf of Pope Francis he expressed gratitude to 
Archbishop Harris for re-opening the seminary 
in Trinidad.

continues on page 7
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By Yury Alberto Cortez
Redemptorist Missionary

 I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE some thoughts about my experience of Holy 
Week 2017 as a Redemptorist at Sacred Heart Parish, Dangriga.
 It has now been three years since we first began our missionary journey 
through the Parish. This year, we have once again experienced the satisfac-
tion of being able to take the Word of God to all our parishioners.
 It is no secret that Sacred Heart Parish has pledged to dedicate its efforts 
in reaching out and attending to the needs of the faithful people it serves and 
does so with great joy. However, it has been even more satisfying to have had 
selfless missionaries to help to encourage parishioners to participate once 
again in the abundant love and mercy of our redeemer and of the countless 
blessings that the sacrifice of Lent and Holy Week bring.
 This year’s experience has been marked by the strengthening of our mo-
tivation from previous years, but above all it has been a manifestation or 
special grace for our Parish Community; especially since at the beginning 
of Lent, people were asking us if the Missionaries would come and if they 
would celebrate Holy Week with them again.
 Among the many things that we should be thankful for, today we thank 
God for a beautiful Easter experience! This year we were graced by the pres-
ence of 45 Missionaries who served the English speaking, Kekchi, Maya, 
Garifuna and Hispanic communities of the Stann Creek District. Therefore, 
we can say that we have succeeded once again at one of the greatest expe-
riences of faith that a Catholic can have. We can say that God has passed 
through our Parish again, leaving an indelible mark that has helped to grow 
the numbers of faithfuls that the Parish serves; hence begging us to continue 
improving the evangelization and pastoral work of the Parish.
 The activities that we have accomplished in each of the villages, com-
munities and the Parish have been a great and divine blessing. We believe 
and trust that this experience of faith and mercy again confirms what God 
has wanted us to do in the midst of our limitations and struggles. This then, 
allows us to say that God is content with the work of his people and has a 
beautiful future planned for our parish. We give thanks to God for these Mis-
sionaries who with their dedication and participation continue to motivate 
the whole missionary impulse of our Parish. We place our trust and faith in 
God, that what we have initiated in his name will come to fruition.
 To all our parishioners, I say: “Let our hearts be happy because we have 
experienced the Risen Lord” and let us trust that this mystery of faith and 
hope continue to encourage us in the process of community integration and 
Parish involvement.
 It was an intense number of days, but they were especially overflow-
ing with the grace of God, where together we have learned and experienced 
many things and above all where we allowed God to leave a drop of faith 

Sacred Heart, Dangriga
Parish Happenings

Group of missionaries from Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Ni-
caragua and Panama in front of Sacred Heart Church, Dangriga.

Washing of the Feet on Holy Thursday with Fr. Rodolfo García and 
Seminarian Yury Cortez.

Group of Missionaries from Guatemala and Panama sharing the 
joy of the Paschal Encounter.

to fill our lives. May Mother Mary under her invocation of Perpetual Help 
continue to encourage and strengthen our parish of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and encourage and strengthen our pastors and communities ... Happy Easter 
Resurrection!

Group of Missionaries in Dangriga. Tamara Recinos (Belize), Ga-
briela Arango (Panama), Yury Cortez (El Salvador) and Jessica 
Urizar (Guatemala).
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Reflections on the Sunday 
Gospels for May/June

By Sr. Jean Martinez, SSF

SuNDAY, mAY 14
5TH SuNDAY Of EASTER
Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12
 “DO NOT LET YOuR HEARTS …” (JOHN 14:1): When the 
infant church experiences conflict in Acts 6:1-7, the apostles and the 
community together establish the diaconate to do mundane tasks while 
the apostles do the ministry 
of the word.
 With great reliance and 
trust, Psalm 33 cries for 
God’s mercy. It “exults,” 
“praises,” and gives thanks 
(Stanza 1). Then it praises 
the word of God, and calls 
his works “trustworthy” for 
“the eyes of the Lord are 
upon those who fear him” 
(vv. 4, 18).
 To all who experience 
rejection like Christ, 
First Peter says “Come to 
[Jesus],” who “has made 
you a holy nation, a people 
of his own” (vv. 4, 9). In 
response, we “proclaim 
the wonderful acts of 
God, [who] calls us out of 
darkness into… light” (v. 
9).
 In response to the lingering doubt among his disciples, in John 
14:1, Jesus reassuringly says, “Let not your hearts be troubled.” Jesus 
adds that he “is the way, the truth, and life,”  “one with the Father” 
(vv. 6, 10). Finally, Jesus pleads with the disciples to “believe in [him] 
because of the works” he has done (v. 11). What humility!
May 14, 2017: Happy Mother’s Day!

SuNDAY, mAY 21
6TH SuNDAY Of EASTER
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20; 1 Peter 3:15-18;
John 14:15-21
 “I WILL NOT LEAvE YOu ORPHANS” (JOHN 14:18): 
“Paralyzed or crippled … cured” and “great joy in [Samaria]” in Acts 
8, describe Philip’s success. Later as Peter and John pray and lay hands 
the believers “received the Holy Spirit” (v. 17).
 Following the refrain in Psalm 66, “Let all the earth cry out to God 
with joy.”  With “all the earth [we] worship and sing praise” to our God 
(v. 4). As we “come and see the works of God,” let us “rejoice in him” 
with praise and thanks (vv. 5, 6).
 First Peter 3 asks us to “Always be ready to give an explanation to 
anyone who asks … for a reason for our hope … with gentleness…” 
(v.15). We are also to remember that Christ “suffered” and “died,” but 
“was brought to life in the spirit” (v. 18).
 Of course, Jesus will not leave us orphans as he confirms in John 
14:18; however, he expects us to love him and keep his commandments. 
Then he “will ask the Father” to send the “Holy Spirit to be with [us] 
always” (v. 16). Our Risen Jesus, help us to love you with “gentle 
reverence toward others” as Living Liturgy 2017 suggests (128).

SuNDAY, mAY 28
THE AScENSION Of THE LORD
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9; Ephesians 1:17-23; matthew 28:16-
20
 “THEY WORSHIPED, BuT … DOuBTED” (mATTHEW 
28:17): After being with and teaching the apostles for 40 days after his 
resurrection, Jesus wants them to remain in Jerusalem until “the Holy 
Spirit comes…” to empower them to be “witnesses to the ends of the 
earth” (vv. 5, 8).
 Unlike the doubting apostles, Psalm 47 is jubilant. The “trumpets 
blare…” as “God mounts his throne” (Refrain). Verse two invites all 
“to clap [our] hands [and] shout to God with … gladness,” to “sing 
praise to [the] king of all the earth” (vv. 2, 7).
 Paul’s inimitable prayer in Ephesians 1:17, is for the God of Jesus 
Christ to give us “a spirit of wisdom and revelation” to know him. Paul 
also prays that “the eyes of [our] hearts be enlightened … to know the 
hope that belongs to his call” (v. 18).
 With awesome vision and hope that only Jesus can have, he 
commissions his doubting disciples in Matthew 28:19 to “Go, make 
disciples of all nations … baptizing … in the name of Father … Son, 
and Holy Spirit,” “teaching them to observe” all his commands and 
promising to be “with [them] until the end of the age” (v. 20). Awesome!

continues on page 11

St. Ignatius, Belize City
Parish Happenings

Correspondent: Mr. Francisco Zuniga  

 CONGRATULATIONS, NEWLY ORDAINED BISHOP LAWRENCE 
NICASCIO: Fr. Lorenzo Echeverria, FMM and Fr. Selvin Garcia, FMM and 
the entire St. Ignatius Parish Community extend its sincerest congratulation 
to His Most Reverend Bishop Lawrence Nicascio, newly ordained Bishop 
of Belize City and Belmopan. We wish him God’s abundant blessing on his 
appointment as he Shepherd his Flock. 
 

 CONFIRMATION – ST. IGNATIUS AND ST. JOHN VIANNEY: On 
Saturday, May 20 at 3:00 p.m., St. Ignatius Church will be the venue for the 
students receiving the sacrament of Confirmation for both St. Ignatius and St. 
John Vianney Schools. Both Parishes warmly welcome the Bishop who will 
confer the sacraments on the students.

 CATECHESIS FOR ADULTS AND YOUTHS: Commencing Tuesday, 
April 25 (Tuesdays and Fridays) at 6:30 p.m., Catechesis for Adults and Youths 
ages 12 and above will be held at the St. Ignatius Parish Center, Basra Street, 
Belize City. Christ is raised. If anyone is suffering, having difficulties, problems 
or without hope. The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, He saves those whose 
spirit is crushed. Everyone is invited to Come and Listen!

 BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY REGISTERS: Parishioners are urged to 
take the time out to sign up the birthday/anniversary registers so that a Mass 
may be offered for your intention. The registers are available at the back of the 
church.

 LIVING WAY OF THE CROSS RE-ENACTMENT: The St. Ignatius 
Parish for the second consecutive year re-enacted the Living Way of the Cross 
on Good Friday, April 14, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. The entire event was narrated and 
dramatized live with actors dressed in their Roman attire.
 Directed by Fr. Lorenzo Echeverria, FMM who acted as Jesus, the re-
enactment commenced at the grounds of the St. John Vianney School which was 
colorfully decorated with stages for the High Priests Annas, Caiaphas and Herod 
the Great; Mount of Olives; Pontius Pilate Palace; and Crucifixion Chamber. 
Judas, the betrayer, approached the High Priest and his echelon and offered to 
betray Jesus, which he happily did for thirty pieces of silver, and led them to the 
Garden where Jesus was assembled with his disciples. On approaching, Judas 
kissed Jesus, a sign of his betrayal, was quickly recognized. Jesus, however, 

Actors and Actresses who took part in the Living Way of the Cross.

Fr. Lorenzo Echeverria, FMM, Director 
of the Living Way of the Cross, plays the 
role of Jesus.

reprimand Judas by asking 
him why he has to betray 
the Son of Man with a kiss? 
Judas having fulfilled his 
contract chose to remain 
silent. The soldiers quickly 
grabbed Jesus and arrested 
him. Furious about the 
soldier’s actions, in dealing 
with their Master, Peter one 
of the disciples, pulled out 
one soldier’s sword sliced 
off the right ear of one of the 
soldier with the sword. Jesus 
upon seeing that, despite 
the fact that he has been 
betrayed, demonstrated his 
humbleness ordered that 
the sword be put back. He 
asked Peter if he should not 
drink the cup that his Father 
has given Him. Then Jesus 
stooped and picked the 
sliced ear and placed it back 
to its original place. All 
were amazed on the healing 
power of our Lord. That 
could have easily caused 
the soldiers to rethink 
their actions towards this 
Great Man, despite all this, 
however, scripture has to be 

continues on page 6
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fulfilled.
 They dragged Jesus and began torturing him, and took him back to the 
High Priest, who began questioning Him, looking for a false accusation against 
Him, in order to condemn Him to death. Being adamant about his mission, 
Jesus remained quiet. Caiaphas, one of the High Priest, raised his voice to 
Jesus and told him: “In the name of the living God, I order you to answer: 
Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?” Jesus responded by saying: “You have 
said it!” and gave some more stern responses. This caused the Chief Priest 
to explode, whereby he tore his garment and declared Jesus blasphemous. 
On another turn of events, Peter a dedicated and trusted companion of Jesus, 
denied any association with Jesus, when he was confronted. Jesus had earlier 
told Peter what was forthcoming. The High Priest then decided to take Jesus to 
Pilate for trial. 
 Upon arriving at the High Court, the High Priest presented Jesus, who 
was now declared a prisoner and false prophet to Pilate, whom they said was 
proclaiming to be a King. Pilate, apart from fixing his eyes on Jesus, inquired 
for the reason why Jesus was brought to him. Interestingly, the High Priest 
declared him a trouble maker. Pilate in his response told the high priest to take 
him away and judge him according to their law. However, the high priest, it 
is Pilate who has the authority to apply the death penalty. Pilate decided to 
interrogate the prisoner himself, who from his own view, declared the prisoner 
innocent, which Pilate demonstrated his innocence by washing his hands with 
water. Being pressured to take some drastic action, he was told that he will 
not be a friend of Cesar if he was so lenient towards that prisoner. In addition, 
the crowd assembled, began chanting for Jesus’ crucifixion. As a result, Pilate 
fulfilling a traditional commitment on feast of Passover to release a prisoner 
gave the people the choice to undertake. He summoned a condemned prisoner 
Barabbas, and asked them which one they prefer to be released, Jesus or 
Barabbas. The people shouted loudly their choice for Barabbas. Henceforth, 
Barabbas was ordered free and Jesus to face the wrought. 
 Jesus was escorted to the torture gallery, there he was severely whipped 
and scourged, his clothes stripped off, and clothed with a King’s garment, 
including the placing of a crown of thorns, which caused him to bleed furiously. 
To compound this ill-treatment he was given a heavy wooden cross to carry on 
a journey which would culminate at Golgotha, (meaning a place of skull). 
 Heading to Golgotha, the crucified Lord, escorted by the soldiers, the High 
Priest, His Blessed Mother and sympathizers paraded through Fabers Road, 
Fairweather St., Dolphin St., Cemetery Road, George St. and Basra St. During 
the journey, several stops were made commemorating his encounters which 
his fall with cross, Simon of Cyrene, who was the only passer-by who was 
forced to assist Jesus with his cross, Veronica and her miraculous encounter 
upon wiping his face and finally the weeping women. The St. Ignatius School 
Yard was the final destiny, which symbolizes Golgotha. Jesus was nailed to 
the cross, and two thieves who were also nailed to the individual crosses, each 
were placed on the left and right hand side of Jesus. Whilst on the cross, the 
soldiers ridiculed Jesus. Meanwhile, the two thieves also shared their final 
thoughts, one telling Him that if he was the Son of God to save himself, whilst 
the other one the good thief, said “we are punished justly, for what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” He continued and told Jesus; 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” Jesus answered 
him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
 When Jesus said he was thirsty, he was given vinegar soaked on a sponge 
instead of water to drink. The customary breaking of leg was done to the two 
thieves, but was not done to Jesus, as it was discovered he already died. This 
went unnoticed to the soldiers, because before he died, he had declared “it is 
finish,” and there was a light earth tremor, signifying the passing of a Great 
Being.
 Shortly thereafter, Joseph of Arimathea went to besought the body of Jesus 
from Pilate, who in turn granted permission. The body was taken from the 
cross. The mother of Jesus along with Mary Magdala prepared the body of 
Jesus with the traditional treatment for burial, after which it was placed in a 
sealed tomb and guarded by the soldiers.
 The spectators anxiously waited for that tranquil moment to witness the 
resurrection of our Lord. Meanwhile, all the actors who participated in the re-
enactment formed a semi-circle and sang a few hymns whilst waiting.
 Shortly, thereafter as anticipated, the sealed door of the tomb started shaking 
and eventually rolled opened, and there appears a white dazzlingly gown a 
rejuvenated face of the Risen Christ stepped out of the tomb. The crowd chanted 
He is Risen! He is raised! And big round of applause was given welcoming 
thanking Fr. Lorenzo for a splendid performance of the re-enactment. He in 
return thanked everyone including all the actors for participating.
 It was certainly a spirited and thrilling event commemorating the Passion 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The actors all assembled on the foot of the step of the 
school for a group photograph, followed with the serving of light refreshment.
 On behalf of Fr. Lorenzo and Fr. Selvin, special thanks is extended to the 
group from Orange Walk who acted as soldiers and for their willingness to 
travel from that town to participate in the practice sessions. Thanks are also 
extended to the other participants from the other parishes; St. John Vianney 
and Divine Mercy. Look forward for more participation next year.

 CORRESPONDENT E-MAIL ADDRESS: Parishioners are encouraged 
to submit articles related to their Parish Groups or other activities at the parish. 
This can either be done by submitting it to Fr. Lorenzo at the Parish Office or 
directly to me at this e-mail address: fgirr@yahoo.com.

=ST. IgNATIuS
 (... from page 5)

 HOLY WEEK was a spirit filled one here at St. Joseph. A special fea-
ture of our observance was the Service of the Seven Last Words held on 
Good Friday. Also, for the Stations of the Cross, several of our youths pre-
sented short and simple tableaux of some of the Stations. Several parish-
ioners also spent much time getting our church ready for Easter Sunday. 
After the Easter Vigil Service, parishioners were treated to a light snack.

Some Lay Ministers from St. Joseph Parish and Holy Redeemer 
Cathedral Parish looking through some materials during a Work-
shop held at the Guadalupe Spiirtual Life Center in March.

[see additional photo on next page]

St. Joseph, Belize City
Parish Happenings

Sacred Heart, San Ignacio
Parish Happenings

 AUXILIARY BISHOP CHRISTOPHER GLANCY, CSV spent a 
couple of days in early April in our parish conferring the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on our young people in the twin towns and some of our 
villages. The young people were prepared for this Sacrament by teachers 
in our primary schools. The Catholic students from non-Catholic schools 
were prepared by Mrs. Alberta Salazar and Ms. Janet Morgan.

 ST. IGNATIUS HIGH SCHOOL Faculty and students prayed the 
Stations of the Cross on Wednesday, April 5 as they participated in a 
prayerful procession through the principal streets of Santa Elena. The 
prayers were led by Mr. Lawrence Mangar assisted by teachers and stu-
dents. We are grateful to the families who set up altars along the route. 
Later in the day students attended a healing service led by Mr. David 
Cabb, Sr. and he was assisted by some Lay Ministers from our parish.

 OUR HOLY WEEK SERVICES were really uplifting and prayer-
ful. On Holy Thursday twelve men participated in the Foot Washing Cer-
emony. On Good Friday the community gathered to pray and reflect on 
the Seven Last Words of Jesus, followed by Good Friday service, then Via 
Crucis through the principal streets of our twin towns. Our Easter Vigil 
service had a good number of the faithful in attendance. We are grateful 
to our pastor Fr. Benjamin Galvez, F.M.M. and associate pastor Fr. Julio 
Rodriguez, F.M.M. as well as Fr. Amelio Chi from the seminary, who led 
us in these services.

Faculty and students of St. Ignatius High School participated in a 
prayerful procession on April 5.

St. Ignatius High School faculty and students praying the Way of 
the Cross in Santa Elena, Cayo District. Mr. Lawrence Mangar, 
kneeling, led the group in prayers.
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 The bishops are grateful for the hospitality 
of the St. Lucian people, especially the Bene-
dictine Sisters. The monastery is a great space 
and a conducive atmosphere for their week of 
prayer, reflection and planning for the develop-
ment of the Church in our AEC Region. 
 In attendance at the meeting were Bishops 
and a Diocesan Administrator from: 
Diocese of Cayenne, Diocese of Paramaribo, 
Diocese of Georgetown, Archdiocese of Port 
of Spain, Diocese of Willemstad, Diocese of 
Bridgetown, Diocese of St. George’s, Diocese 
of Kingstown, Diocese of Roseau, Archdiocese 
of Castries, Diocese of St. John’s Basseterre, 
Diocese of Hamilton, Archdiocese of Nassau, 
Archdiocese of Kingston, Diocese of Mandev-
ille, Diocese of Montego Bay, Diocese of Belize 
City & Belmopan.

Archbishop Robert Rivas.

=BISHOPS
 (... from page 3)

Boys and Girls of 
St. Joseph Parish 
received First Holy 
Communion on 
Sunday, March 26.
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 Guess what boys and girls! May is the month to celebrate with all 
our Mothers and most especially our Mother Mary who is model for all 
mothers.  Mothers are a great blessing and we need to show our love, re-
spect and honor to them always.  They are the ones who gave us life and 
brought us into the beautiful jewel of Belize.  Don’t you think boys and 
girls that we owe our mothers respect and appreciation?
 Let us admire and look at our mother and see what all she has done for 
us.  For each one of us, our mother loved us, stood by us in sickness and 
health, took care of us by feeding us and providing all our needs, raised 
us to see us grow and taught us many good things.  Let us honor them and 
say “hurrah!” for all mothers.  “We Love Mothers.” Let us show love to 
our mothers every day by doing good deeds for them. The Word of God 
tells in 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 – “Just as a nursing mother cares for her 
children so we cared for you.” Leviticus 19:3, “Each of us must respect 
our mother and father…”
 On Mother‘s Day give your Mother a big bear hug and make a special 
card for her. Tell her how much you love her and show her that you love 
her. For example, help out around the house or empty the trash bin before 
she asks you. Give her an ice cream treat or think of something that you 
can do for her.

 As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s remember to show Mom that we 
love her.  During this month, let us ask Mother Mary to give us a big heart 
to show our love to her and our Mothers and to teach us to pray the Ro-
sary.
 On Mother’s Day let us pray the Rosary at Home and give that gift of 
prayer to our Mothers. We experience the powerful love of Mother Mary 
as we pray the Rosary and show our love to her. To all Mothers: “Happy 
Mother’s Day.” You are all special and we love you. Thank God that He 
made our Mother and gave us Mary as our spiritual Mother to bring us to 
her Son. Thank you Jesus for your Mother and for creating my beautiful 
Mother. “Hurrah, hurrah, hurrah to MOTHERS!”
 Sometimes my mother has difficult days. She has to work hard to 
cook, tidy our house and so many other things. Today we ask Jesus to heal 
our mother from worries and stress. Ask Him to make your Moms happy 
and healthy.

Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers
from Sr. Consuelo

 Complete the poem about your mother and share it with her.

What about a bonus for the big guys and girls?

Happy Mother’s Day



THE CHRISTIAN HERALD  May 2017  Page 9

St. Francis Xavier, Corozal
Parish Happenings

St. Martin de Porres, Belize City
Parish Happenings

 OVER TWO HUNDRED TEACHERS of our Management attend-
ed a one day workshop at Escuela Mexico. The workshop was presented 
by Dr. Holly Bloodworth of Murray State University on the topic “Read-
ing and Writing.”

 BR. JUAN RAMON MARTINEZ from “Ministerio Trigo” Guate-
mala City will be with us from May 25-28. He will be sharing on the 
theme “United Families For Prayers.” He will be visiting Concepcion 
Church, Patchakan, Corozal Central Park and San Narciso.  All are in-
vited.  Reflections start at 6:00 p.m. daily.

 A LARGE IMAGE OF “VIRGEN DE LA PAZ” came on a proces-
sion from Chetumal, Mexico to our parish in early April.

 FIREBURN CHURCH is presently under construction.  This com-
munity is the most remote in the Corozal District located east of Chunox 
Village.

Over two hundred teachers attended a workshop at Escuala Mex-
ico.

Fireburn Church located at Fireburn Village, Corozal District, is 
presently under construction.

A large image of “Virgen de la 
Paz” came on a procession from 
Chetumal, Mexico to St. Francis 
Xavier Parish, Corozal in early 
April.

 ON SATURDAY, MAY 6 St. Martin de Porres School held its Annu-
al Mother’s Day Fair. The Staff and volunteers worked very hard to make 
this fair a success. The proceeds will go to our school, and we need it to be 
successful, not just for the proceeds, but it helps build up the community. 
To give an idea of the money we need, we pay $3,500.00 per month for 
our school feeding program.
 This Fair is our only annual fundraiser. Its success is vital for the St. 
Martin de Porres School if we hope to continue to provide the education-
al, spiritual, charitable and other services that we offer to the people of this 
area. Your contribution is important to us. Help support our school, com-
munity and neighborhood. We thank everyone who supported our Fair.

P H O T O 
A B O V E : 
Swift Hall, 
located on 
the St. Mar-
tin de Por-
res grounds, 
n e a r i n g 
completion.

P H O T O 
LEFT: Huge 
metal Cru-
cifix being 
erected on 
the St. Mar-
tin de Por-
res Church-
grounds in 
Belize City. 
The metal 
sculpture is 
done by art-
ist Jacque-
line Woods.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

By Kelly Seegers
Catholic News Service

 WASHINGTON, D.C. - Stu-
dents in professor Chad Pecknold’s 
newest class come from Canada, 
Uruguay, France, Germany, Eng-
land, Scotland, Australia, New 
Zealand, and all across the United 
States, but two things unite them 
all - a printed copy of St. Augus-
tine’s City of God and their Twitter 
accounts.
 Pecknold teaches a doctoral 
seminar at The Catholic Univer-
sity of America in Washington on 
what is one of the saint’s greatest 
theological works. On a whim, he 
decided at the beginning of this se-
mester to post the seminar reading 
schedule on his personal Twitter 
account, and invite people to read 
along and have an occasional dis-
cussion.
 Expecting about a dozen 
people to respond, Pecknold was 
shocked to find thousands of peo-
ple showed interest in doing this 
online study of Augustine.
 About 120,000 people viewed 
his invitation shortly after he post-
ed it; more than 2,000 committed 
to buying the book and reading 
along. Pecknold had to quickly 
figure out how to accommodate 
such a large volume of people, and 
decided to dedicate a two-hour pe-
riod on Thursday evenings to the 
study of City of God.
 In his first class January 12, 
Pecknold sat down with several 
different translations of the book, 
which had all of his handwrit-
ten marginal notes from about a 
decade of teaching the text. He 
tweeted out his commentary on 
book one through the Twitter app 
on his iPhone, and since Book 1 
is 33 chapters, he wrote about 150 
tweets in two hours.
 His students either replied to 
his tweets or composed their own, 
using the class’s hash tag #CivDei 
to add their commentary to the dis-
cussion. The hash tag is taken from 

Professor Teaches Twitter course on St. Augustine’s ‘city of god’

Chad Pecknold, associate professor of systematic theology at The Catholic University of America, is 
pictured in a January 24 photo. Pecknold teaches a Twitter course on St. Augustine’s “City of God.”

Jaclyn Lippelmann - Catholic Standard

the original Latin title of the text, 
“De Civitate Dei.”
 “It really is amazing how much 
of the experience is mimicking 
what actually just naturally hap-
pens in a classroom,” Pecknold 
told the Catholic Standard, news-
paper of the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington. “In that way, it is confirm-
ing that Twitter is an instrument 
that can be used well. It is not just 
a diary. It is not just a place for po-
litical warfare. It is not just a place 
for expression of identity. It is ac-
tually a place in which people can 
meet on the ground of ideas.”
 For subsequent classes, Pec-
knold followed his students’ ad-
vice to use a website that allows 
him to compose the tweets before-
hand and schedule them to post 

at five minute increments, so he 
would have more time to be more 
interactive with the students’ com-
ments.
 Following the surprising num-
ber of responses that he received 
for the course, Pecknold said he 
started to wonder, “Why this? Why 
now? Why the response?”
 “My sense is it benefits from 
coming off of a bruising election 
in which people feel the political 
order is shaky, however you think 
that shakiness manifests itself,” 
Pecknold said. “And when people 
feel that the structures are shaky, 
they intuitively want to go down 
to the foundations to see what is 
there.”
 St. Augustine’s City of God is 
a fitting text to explore the foun-

dations of Western civilization, 
Pecknold said, because it recounts 
Greco-Roman history, discusses 
what is right and wrong about how 
to order society and political life, 
and explores how to order oneself 
toward neighbors and toward God.
 “There is a lot to be learned 
about Augustine, a lot to be learned 
about his time and his reflections 
on a classical world, but also a 
lot to be learned about ourselves: 
where we have come from, where 
we are going, who are we as a peo-
ple, what do we value, what sort of 
world are we going to pass on to 
our children?” Pecknold said.
 In addition to their geographi-
cal diversity, his students come 
from all different walks of life. 
They include a senior U.S. Court 
of Appeals judge and his wife, a 
Harvard law professor, a journal-
ist for The Wall Street Journal, 
insurance salesmen, stay-at-home-
moms, Catholic school principals, 
lawyers and teachers.
 While he takes social media 
seriously, Pecknold strongly en-
couraged his students to buy a 
print version of the book to create 
a balance between what is happen-
ing on and off the screen. The stu-
dents are not receiving any course 
credit for their work of reading the 
1,000-page book in 15 weeks, and 
are simply doing it out of a hunger 
to learn.
 For St. Augustine, an impor-
tant theme is the question, “What 
are you willing to sacrifice for?” 
- which Pecknold used to analyze 
his students’ motives.
 “What you are willing to sac-
rifice for tells you a little bit about 
what you love, and what you love 
tells you a lot about who you are,” 
he said. “An Augustinian analysis 
of the participants tells me that 
people are willing to sacrifice time 
and energy, and that’s because their 
loves are moving in the right direc-
tion, and that tells us something 
about who they are. (It) tells them 
something good about them.”

By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service 

 VATICAN CITY - As extraor-
dinary as the apparitions at Fatima, 
Portugal, nearly 100 years ago 
were, the sanctity of the shepherd 
children did not hinge on their hav-
ing seen Mary, a cardinal said.
 “The apparition of the Virgin 
Mary was an occasion, but it has 
nothing to do with or has not influ-
enced the reason” Blesseds Fran-
cisco and Jacinta Marto will be 
declared saints, Portuguese Cardi-
nal Jose Saraiva Martins, former 
prefect of the Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes, told Catholic News 
Service.
 “It was the children’s heroism 
in their lives, their life of prayer, 
their turning to God that was truly 

Fatima Seers Are Holy Because of Virtue, 
Not Visions, Cardinal Says

Pope francis called 
for a consistory April 

20 to approve the 
canonizations of two 

fatima children 

Portuguese shepherd children Lucia dos Santos, center, and her 
cousins, Jacinta and Francisco Marto, are see in a file photo taken 
around the time of the 1917 apparitions of Mary at Fatima.

holy,” he said. 
 The Vatican announced April 
11 that Pope Francis has convened 
cardinals living in Rome for a con-

sistory April 20 to approve the can-
onizations of the two Fatima chil-
dren. 

continues on page 11
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 With the approval of a miracle attributed to 
their intercession and the announcement of the 
consistory, many people are hoping Pope Fran-
cis will preside over the canonization ceremony 
during his visit to Fatima May 12-13.
 The pope’s pilgrimage will mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Marian apparitions, which 
began May 13, 1917, when 9-year-old Francis-
co and 7-year-old Jacinta, along with their cous-
in Lucia dos Santos, reported seeing the Virgin 
Mary. The apparitions continued once a month 
until October 13, 1917, and later were declared 
worthy of belief by the Catholic Church.
 A year after the apparitions, both of the 
Marto children became ill during an influenza 
epidemic. Francisco died April 4, 1919, at the 
age of 10, while Jacinta succumbed to her ill-
ness February 20, 1920, at the age of 9.
 As the prefect of the Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes from 1998 to 2008, Cardinal Sa-
raiva Martins oversaw the process that led to the 
beatification of Jacinta and Francisco Marto by 
St. John Paul II in 2000.
 Cardinal Saraiva Martins told CNS that 
the process leading up to the beatification was 
stalled for decades and wasn’t easy because of 
a general assumption that children “do not have 
the capacity to practice Christian virtue in a he-
roic way.”
 The church’s declaration of heroic sanctity, 
he added, “is fundamental for beatification.”
 While he knew the children’s devotion to 
the Eucharist and to Our Lady of Fatima were 
well-known, the cardinal said one specific event 
during the apparitions left him “convinced” of 
their holiness.
 At the time of the apparitions, the Portu-
guese government was strongly anti-Catholic. 
Artur Santos, mayor of the town where Fatima 
was located and president of the Masonic lodge 
of nearby Leiria, sent law enforcement officials 
to block the entry to the site of the apparitions. 
 He also kidnapped the three children to force 
them to deny Mary was appearing at Fatima af-
ter news of the apparitions spread, the cardinal 
said.  
 Santos separated Jacinta and Francisco from 
Lucia, telling the two children that their cousin 
was boiled in hot oil and that they would share 
the same fate if they didn’t say they didn’t see 
Our Lady and that “it was all a fantasy,” Cardi-
nal Saraiva Martins said.
 “What was the response of those two chil-
dren? ‘You can do what you want but we cannot 
tell a lie. We have seen her (Our Lady),’” the 
cardinal said. 
 “I asked myself, ‘How many adults would 
have done the same?’” the cardinal said. “May-
be 90 percent of adults would probably say, 
‘Yes, of course, it was a lie, it was all a fairy 
tale.’”
 While the fact that the apparitions of Mary 
contributed to their sanctity “is evident and ob-
vious,” Cardinal Saraiva Martins said, it was 
Blesseds Francisco and Jacinta’s “personal ho-
liness that counts.”
 “They were beatified because their heroic 
virtue was historically established; to prefer 
death rather than to say a lie,” he said. “For me, 
that fact of having preferred death instead of 
telling a lie, that is a heroic act. As I said before, 
an adult would probably not be able to do that.”

=fATImA SEERS
 (... from page 10)

readings, well at least not implicitly. “Would 
you like to be an Altar Server?” My immedi-
ate response was “Yes” this by the way without 
any discussion with my parents. The Monday of 
the following week I went to church to start my 
training with Mr. Bernardino Canto (R.I.P). Mr. 
Canto was one of the most diligent and faithful 
persons I have ever met in my life. He had such 
a love for assisting at the altar and I know many 
can remember him accompanying any funeral 
that happened at our parish to the cemetery. Mr. 
Canto was very demanding and taught me the 
value in observing liturgical principles while 
having a love of being able to assist at Mass.
 I still recall some of the young men (we 
aren’t so young anymore) who were servers 
with me: Jermyn, Christopher (R.I.P) and Zane 
Galvez, Alex and Chris Matute, Ian Beyer, 
Aristo Cal, George Hoare, Barrington Metzgen, 
Michael and Luis Caceres, Nicholas and Paul 
Ruiz and this list can go on and on. I remember 
we had a four week schedule of servers and we 
used to look to see who would be absent so we 
could replace them. We had a fraternity through 
being servers that went beyond just assisting at 
Mass, we became friends and most of us to this 
day still keep in contact with each other. After 
training for about a month my big debut was a 
Wednesday evening 6:00 p.m. Mass. This was 
a couple weeks before the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart. I got to church around 5:30 p.m. be-
cause I was very nervous about serving for the 
first time and serving by myself no less. When 
I walked in the church my pastor was playing 
a prelude on the Organ. The Angelus rang at 
6:00 p.m. and Mass began. I survived, made 
it through Mass with one error, I rang the bell 
once too much at the elevation.
 I cannot begin to count the amount of Mass-
es that I served for during the rest of my primary 
and high school years. All of them were and still 
are special memories in my mind but some that 
particularly stand out are the Confirmations I 
was able to serve for Bishop Martin (R.I.P) who 

=A JOuRNEY
 (... from page 2)

was always a very friendly and warm person 
when he came to preside. He never made me 
feel uneasy about serving with him and was al-
ways ready to crack a joke. I was blessed to also 
have a High School environment in St. John’s 
that had an active Pastoral Ministry in Mrs. Val-
entina Byrd, Ms. Beatrice Robateau and Fr. Wil-
liam Snyders, S.J. They encouraged myself and 
a couple other guys to serve for school Masses 
and be active in our faith. They were truly a gift 
to have in my life.
 On Thursday, April 20 I received the Min-
istry of Acolyte as a part of my formation to 
becoming a Diocesan Priest. This special Mass 
was celebrated by Bishop Edward Rice, the 
current ordinary of the Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardeau, in St. Joseph’s Chapel at Ken-
rick-Glennon Seminary, St. Louis Missouri. An 
Acolyte’s primary purpose is assisting the dea-
con or priest at the altar and taking communion 
to the sick when needed. Acolytes and Altar 
Servers share many of the same responsibilities 
but the ministry of becoming an instituted Aco-
lyte is normally reserved for those on the path 
to Ordination.  Earlier this year, on Wednesday, 
February 15, I received Candidacy in which I 
was accepted as a Candidate for our Diocese.
  In a special way I believe my preparation to 
becoming an Instituted Acolyte began in 1997 
when I said yes to Fr. Noel Leslie’s invitation 
to be an altar server. It was with much joy that 
20 years later he attended and concelebrated at 
the Mass in which I completed my answer. As 
I write this I cannot help to share with you my 
gratitude to the many parishioners who became 
my family and in a special way the friends that 
have been Jesus’ reflection of His love in my 
life. You all have helped to make my answer-
ing God’s call in my life that much easier. As 
I continue to answer His call in the best way I 
can I also reflect on the charity of my parents, 
who through all of this even when they have not 
fully understood have never wavered in their 
love and support of me. I decided to share this 
story with you which is just one of many to offer 
you a glimpse into the heart of a newly installed 
Acolyte, a heart filled with gratitude and love.

Picture with Bishop Martin after Confirmation Mass in the Rectory Yard at St. Ignatius Par-
ish. From left to right: Ian Beyer, Aristo Cal, Michael Kemp, Bishop O.P. Martin, Nicholas 
Ruiz and Luis Caceres.

=REfLEcTIONS
 (... from page 5)

SuNDAY, JuNE 4
PENTEcOST SuNDAY
Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34; 1 
corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23
 “… SHOWED …HANDS AND SIDE” 
(JOHN 20:20): Filled with the Holy Spirit in 
Acts 2, the apostles begin to speak in different 
languages (v. 4). The people present, are from 
many countries/languages, but “all could hear 
them” (v. 11).
 Psalm 104:1 marvels at the “manifold … 
works of God.” Like the refrain we sing “Lord, 
send out your spirit, and renew the face of the 
earth.” We pray: “May the glory of the Lord 

endure forever,” and may we be “pleasing to 
him” (vv. 31, 34).
 The lesson from First Corinthians 12:4 
seems to be that indeed, there are different 
“spiritual gifts” and “forms of service” but the 
“same Spirit.” “To each … the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given for some benefit” as parts 
of “one body” (vv. 7, 12).

 To confirm his risen identity, Jesus 
“showed [his disciples] his hands and side” in 
John 20:20. It pleases Jesus to see the disciples 
“rejoice” at seeing him. Giving them “Peace,” 
Jesus sends them as “the Father has sent 
[him]” (vv. 20, 21). He then gives them “the 
Holy Spirit,” and empowers them to “forgive” 
and retain “sin” (vv. 22, 23).

[see additional photos on page 12]



THE CHRISTIAN HERALD  May 2017  Page 12

within the diocese. Furthermore, she has led the development and growth 
of Catholic ministries for laity through training, education, formation, 
friendship, moral support and empowerment for individuals and teams. 
What was beautiful was the love each person at the gathering has for Sr. 
Maggie. Everyone knows they have had a great mentor and cheerleader 
in Sr. Maggie. The ministries she has been influential in forming are very 
much alive, and those present knew they will be carrying well the gift of 
ministry this fearless, smart, loving, faithful daughter of God has guided 
them in developing. “She has planted seeds in us and begun to water them. 
We will continue to water these seeds.” It was shared numerous times 
that the impact this Sister of Charity has made in the Church of Belize is 
nothing small. In fact it is tremendous, far reaching and long term. Each 
part had been built out of pure love for God and for the people of God, 
a love Sr. Maggie never measured but gave willingly and consistently. 
 It was indeed a celebration. As Sr. Maggie departs she will leave 
the gift of footprints of God’s Spirit that can never be erased. We say 
farewell, but mostly we say thank you God for loaning us such a beauti-
ful committed woman. Also, thank you Sr. Maggie for everything you 
have done and for who you have been. We love you and as many of your 
friends said that day, you will aĺways be in our hearts. We wish you ev-
ery blessing!

=BELIZE SAYS “THANK YOu”     (... from page 1)

Friends and Sisters of Charity of Nazareth joined Sr. Maggie Coo-
per, SCN to bid her farewell on April 27.               Photo by Pete Castillo

Sr. Maggie Cooper, SCN addresses gathering of friends and SCN 
Community at her farewell on April 27.               Photo by Pete Castillo

Bishop-Elect Lawrence Nicasio, Steven Sabal, Sr. Maggie Cooper, 
SCN and Pete Castillo pose for a photo.

Bishop Edward Rice of the Diocese of Springfield, Cape Girardeau 
was the main celebrant of the Mass with the Rite of Institution of 
Acolytes on April 20, 2017 in the St. Joseph Chapel at Kenrick- 
Glennon Seminary, St. Louis Missouri. The words of the Bishop 
were: “Take this vessel with bread for the celebration of the Eucha-
rist. Make your life worthy of your service at the table of the Lord 
and of his Church.” The response was “Amen.”

Reception after the Mass of Institution of Acolytes. Pictured here 
are Deacon Evaristus Ucheonye, Fr. Noel Leslie, Michael Kemp, 
Jr.

Easter Vigil Service held in Dangriga on Thursday, April 13.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Procession
Sunday, May 21


