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THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN ESTABLISHMENT
1901. On July 20th, the Right Reverend Bela Kazinczy, Roman
Catholic priest of Braddock, PA asked humbly in writing the Right
Honorable Gyula Meszlenyi, bishop of Szatmarii would he send
from the motherhouse in Szatmar and under his authority, six nuns
who could speak Slovak. He also asked the same from the Director
of the establishment, Sister Afra Woelfle.
The Right Reverend Bela Kazinczy underscored his request with a
list of dangers facing the American Catholics from the Protestants
and the Pan-Slaviciii movement that would estrange them from
their Hungarian homeland.
Because of a lack of teachers and many other reasons the request
was denied.
Half a year later, the request was renewed, with the approval of the
Right Honorable Antal Varady, Catholic bishop, in the name of
Francis Joseph I, Apostolic King and Emperor, in response to his
wish to keep the language and loyalty of the American Hungarian
Slavs, in the interest of church and country.
This important wish received a positive response. So on December
30th, 1901 a request was sent to all convents. The circular had the
following detail:
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“For the purpose of keeping the Christian faith among the emigrant
Hungarian Slavs a chapter house in America is being planned. If
anybody among the nuns who speak Slovak and is willing to
partake in this mission, after prayer and due consideration, declare
it at the latest January 10th here in Szatmar. The whole proposition
is still in secrecy.”
So this was the first summons for the Merciful Nuns of Szatmar to
go to the America as missionaries.
In response, on January 1902 many answered the call; among them
were Sr. Emerentiana Handlovits, Sr. Fridolin Lengyel and Sr.
Hilda Daubner. Twice they voiced their desire to go to America.
On April 1st, 1902 the contract with the terms under which the
Merciful Nuns from Szatmar could resettle in America was
finalized.
Terms under which the Merciful Nuns from Szatmar could be
resettled in America.
So that the motherhouse in Szatmar could release five Merciful
Nuns to Braddock, Pennsylvania, the following need to be
satisfied:
1. That the whole matter will be done organized according to
church laws.
2. That the cost of the trip of the five members should be sent to
the Motherhouse. Also they should be accompanied through their
trip by a trusted person. If one of the five, due to uncontrolled
homesickness or other reason needs to return to the Motherhouse,
the cost shall be covered.
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3. That before they leave, the Motherhouse receives a promise that
the nuns will be provided for according to local necessities. It is
desired a payment of around 25 dollarsiv per month to each one,
and before anything else, a chapel in their home and small rooms
should be provided. As the nuns keep a communal living, a bigger
dining room, a living room, and a room so they can meet with
strangers; and of course the other necessary premises. Of course,
the rooms need to be appropriate but simple, with furniture.
4. The five immigrant nuns will have knowledge, able to speak,
write and read the Slovak language.
5. The five nuns will abide and follow the Holy Rules of the
Merciful Nuns of Szatmar.
6.. If for any reason, insurmountable problems arise, that make it
impossible for the convent to stay there, after a six month notice,
from either party, the costs of the five returning nuns will be
provided to the Mother Superior.
Szatmar, 1902, April 1st.
Afra Woelfle, Provincial Director
Jozsef Hamon, Provincial Superior
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A year has passed since the sisters in the Chapter House
received the call to volunteer for the American mission. Many
generously showed an interest and presented themselves for this
lofty purpose. Since the representatives from our Motherhouse
agreed on the terms of the contract with the Bishop of Pittsburgh,
the following five sisters were chosen from the volunteers: Sr.
Emerentiana Handlovits, who of late has worked at the Sister
House in Rozsnyó.v to the great satisfaction of everybody, and
whom the superiors of Szatmar, despite of her youth, being 35
years old, chose as the superior and leader of this small expedition.
Her zeal and much faceted practical knowledge gave great hopes
for the flowering of the new foreign settlement.
The names of the four other sisters were: Sr. Fridolin
Lengyel, Sr. Hilda Daubner, Sr. Gonzaga Merzl and Sr.
Wunibalda Missiak. The five sisters spoke, beside Hungarian and
other European languages, more or less Slovak. The selected five
nuns arrived at the Motherhouse in Szatmar a few weeks before
their departure to make the e necessary preparations. After Bishop
Gyula Meszlenyi, prelate of the diocese, gave them his fatherly
blessing, they took their emotional farewell from the Motherhouse
and their sisters on October 30th, 1902 and started their trip
towards America. In Budapest they lodged for a couple of days in
the Hospital of the Red Cross where they received loving
hospitality. During these days they prepared the necessary items
for their trip. After they received their tickets, graciously paid by
the government, Afra Woelfle, Superior of the Szatmar convent,
and the Right Honorable Bishop Antal Varady
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and others, accompanied them to the Headquarters in Budapest,
from which they left on November 2nd, boarding the train at 3 p.m.
This train, as far as one could tell, tore them away from their
country and motherland, so they would live and work far away,
sacrificing for the Catholic Church and their beloved motherland,
until their betrothed Christ would take them into their Heavenly
home, where He will give them plentiful and generous rewards, as
the Lord promised great rewards for those who leave their father,
mother, and themselves and all to follow Him, Who left the
heavenly abode, came to earth for us, to this vale of tears.
They traveled without trouble until Berlin. Here they stayed
with the nuns named after St. Charles Borromeo, in St. Mary’s
Hospital, a Hohenfeld institution, where they received kind
hospitality and rested from their travails.
After pleasant further travel, our beloved sisters boarded
the ship in the harbor of Cuxhaven/Hamburg on November 6th,
1902. After overcoming two storms and some sea sickness, they
arrived with some tardiness. A delay due to mechanical problems
with the ship, but thank Heaven, they arrived in New York the
same year, on November 12th. At the wharf, they were met by the
Consul’s secretary and a gentleman from the St. Raphael Societyvi.
From there they were taken to the Leo House vii, where nuns named
after St. Agnes took care of them.
On the morning of November 14th the aforementioned
representative from the St. Raphael Society accompanied the good
sisters to the train and took care of all their, necessities. The train
left New York at 9 a.m. and they arrived in Wilmerding at 10:30
p.m. where they had to exit as the train did not stop in Braddock.
Superior Emerentianastill from New York, and through the
Consul’s offices, let the parish priest in Braddock know of their
arrival.
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The parish priest arrived with two cars in Wilmerding. He was
surprised by their arrival as he had not received any news that the
sisters were coming to America. His explanation for the problem
was that there were some people against the work of the nuns and
they go as far as withholding his letters and telegrams. He
promised to take care of the situation within two weeks.
Temporarily the sisters were housed at an English convent. The
German Sisters of Divine Providence congregation also came to
visit them. They all were very kind to our sisters. At the beginning
they will teach the first three grades at the public school.
Braddock has 35,000 habitants, six Catholic churches,
three, and now with our sisters, four different convents.
They paid their respect to the Bishopviii of Pittsburgh on
November 17th. He commented on their habit, as for an industrial
town it was very light colored. For their ordinary confessor he
named Father Gellhof, once teacher in Levocaix , for extraordinary
confessions, the Bishop left the decision to the sisters.
It was a great joy to the Slovaks that the sisters came just
for them.
On November 22nd Superior Emerentiana requested the
keys for their temporary housing from the parish priest so they
could settle in. This was accomplished with the help of the parish
priest and a teacher. After they finished with the settling in, the
good sisters had their simple lunch, furnished by gifts from some
charitable people. This lunch, around one o’clock consisted of a
couple of soft boiled eggs and buttered bread slices
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which after the heavy work tasted very good, as a matter of fact,
better than the holiday lunches in Europe.
That same afternoon they went to confession. The first
confession in this far away continent. Afterwards, comforted and
strengthened in spirit for the new mission work, they wanted to go
back to their newly furnished home, but the English nuns asked
them to stay with them another night until the next morning and to
accept kindly their hospitality. So they stayed and the next
morning they received the Holy Sacrament .They were present at
the Sunday mass and afterwards they took the street car, shown to
them by the German nuns, returning to their rented home. The
good people provided the sisters with everything. Among other
things, a gentleman offered the parish priest to provide them with
meat and vegetables for a month.
Monday, November 24th was their first official visit to the
school. Since their English is still not very good, they need lay
teachers, but they are working hard to master the language. They
still do not have a chapel. The church and the school are half an
hour away by street car.
On December 8th, 1902, a committee from the faith
community approached the sisters, with a request for Superior
Emerentiana to play the organ in their church, for which they
would pay 20 dollars monthly. They matter was left unresolved.
How will Superior Emerentiana and her sisters celebrate
their first Christmas in the far away land?
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After the customary preparations, including the decoration
of the parish church, the good sisters celebrated the Christmas.
Mother Superior decorated a small Christmas tree and surprised
the sisters with a few useful and practical items. Their first
Christmas was celebrated thus with inner joy and cordiality.
Christmas Day was made even more festive with the first
communion of the children. After the customary celebration,
before their communion, the children promised not to partake and
enjoy in any alcoholic beverages until they reach their 21st
birthday.
After pleading from the parish priest and the community,
Superior Emerentiana finally accepted the playing of the organ in
the parish church. With this official function comes the teaching of
singing to the older children, a propitious opportunity to teach and
cultivate religious education. The sisters teach also the adults. For
these classes, students from the non-denominational schools show
up as there is no religious education offered there.
On January 3rd, 1903, Gyula Wlassits, minister for religious and
public education in the Hungarian Monarchy, sent a confidential
letter to Gyula Meszlenyi, Bishop of Szatmar. He has learned
through the Exterior Ministry, that Bela Kazinczy, priest from
Braddock received the nuns in New York. Their reception has been
very kind, the community races to help them. The monthly salary
of a teacher is 20 dollars. The nuns have inspired great sympathy
in the Slovaks. Their work promises a great future. The Minister
once again thanks the Honorable Bishop for his patriotic service,
and his willingness to foster this action.
***
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Due to the distance of the schools, the sisters took
their modest lunch to eat at work. They prepared it the day
before and then reheated it at the school.
Finally on March 31st they were able to move into a
building close to the church and the school. Through the
request of the congregation, the sister and brother in law of
the parish priest moved out temporarily into the parish
house, until the new building was constructed. Now they
could conduct their daily activities better.
People helped joyfully with the move, specially the
soloists and female singers. Superior Emerentiana writes
that this favorable turn of event was due to St. Joseph’s
intercession. In honor of this great saint, she burnt a small
lamp during March, adding to her prayers an admonition
that if he did not listen to her request, she would never burn
a lamp in his honor again.
Sr. Emerentiana praises the people’s willingness for
sacrifices so the Saint Sepulcher was beautifully decorated.
She talks also about how, on Easter Monday, after the
mass, everybody went to work as in America only Sunday
was free.
In her letter of May 28th, 1903, Sr. Emerentiana
mentions the request of Reverend Pannuskax. He was
parish priest in McKeesport and he asked for some nuns to
help in his congregation. They already had a building for
this purpose close to the church.
*****
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But the letters that the good sisters wrote from the
beginning are livelier and speak closer about their experiences. So
let us hear some.
Sr. Emerentiana letter addressed to Mother Afra, January
26 , 1902.
th

Eva Maria!
Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your nice card and I am sending my humble
hand kissxi. I have begun the learning of the Slovak language and
as I see it, it is not difficult. I hope to progress so that by Easter I
can send a letter in Slovak. I will try to be fluent enough so that I
can work for the Lord’s glory and save the poor children. I will
pray ardently to the Sacred Heart and the Lord’s Mother to watch
over our future charges until we arrive. I am not afraid of
deprivations and sacrifices, on the contrary, I can say that I have
the courage to overcome these, as it is about the eternal salvation
of the many lost souls, so that I am convinced that the Lord will
bless our undertaking and will not deprive our wellbeing from His
mercy.
Finally, receive once again my sincere thanks for your
loving words, and be assured that neither of the first nor the
second, and even less from the latest news, besides the Superior
and myself does anybody know about it. I promise to remain silent
about this.
Giving my most reverential hand kiss to Jesus Christ.
Rosenau, 1902, January 26th
Your obedient spiritual daughter, Emerentiana.
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Letter from Sr. Hilda
Dear Reverend General Superior, Dearest Mother,
As touched by a ray of Grace, I received the news of the
call from dear Venerable Mother.
So that I do not get ahead of myself, I put it in the hands of
the loving Lord and the next day I immediately started a five-day
worship and at its end, I am writing this letter.
I did not have time for a novena, otherwise this letter would
not have arrived in Szatmar by the tenth day.
Nevertheless I harbored a strong desire and wish that my
humble request, placed at the feet of my dear Venerable Mother
will be heard and honored, to be counted among the fortunate
souls, who by the loving Lord and also by our Reverend Superiors
are called to America.
Please do not regard the physical weaknesses or even the
relatives who have no say in the matter. I must follow the Grace
which calls me and I will write to my brothers and sisters in such a
manner that they will have to understand, and I also hope, by the
Grace of God, they will accept it.
I cannot write or read Slovak but I can speak it a little and I
can understand it better than I can speak it.
Therefore I had the courage to apply to the Good Venerable
Mother in case she would call me.
By offering my request to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
also to the loving Venerable Mother, I humbly ask again to be
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heard so that I receive an answer of which I am unworthy. I close
these lines, kissing your good hands, Dearest Venerable Mother,
your obedient daughter,
Rosenau, 1902, January 6th

Sr. Hilda.

The request letter from Sr. Fridolin
Honorable Provincial Superior, Dear Venerable Mother! J.M.J.
Before God, with deep humbleness and thoughtfully, I
declare my heart’s joy in undertaking the American mission, and I
am also ready to stay here, if this is the wish of my Superiors. This
offer is for all times, till God gives me strength and health to
overcome such difficulties.
I believe this is the correct point of view to which I have to
position myself, so that I receive the Lord’s blessing in this great
endeavor. I feel that so far away from the protection and
supervision of my Superiors I will need twice as much mercy to
truly be the person that I am sent to be. I go without illusions to
America.
I am convinced that I will not be sent unless I am needed,
or if a more appropriate person is found, or as the Honorable
Superior said, they would love to keep me here. But if the
Venerable Mother thinks that I will be needed more over there, that
maybe there are not enough applicants, is it not my duty to God, to
go in His name anywhere?
If it is God’s command for me to work there, Honorable
Superiors please tell me what I need to learn and to know, and I
will do it.
Trusting in God’s protection and blessing, I renew my offer
and will accept any decision.
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After this, I remain Venerable Mother, your most humble daughter,
Sr. Fridolin.
Lőcse, 1902, April 1st.
Dear Venerable Mother!
My mother was just here and I had a difficult struggle but I
remained strong. Please do not pay any attention in case she
decides to write to Szatmar. After a few more friendly and
reasonable words that I do not get lost, she will accept my
decision. Only if I were not needed or were superfluous would I be
able to give this up.
With a humble hand kiss,
Sr. Fridolin
Honorable General Superior!
Because I know the Slovak language and would like to take
part in the mission, I humbly ask that my request be accepted.
I will fulfill my duties in humility and obedience and
promise never to be a burden to my respected Superiors and will
accept all as obedience commands.
Should I become superfluous for this voyage I ask only that
as long as I keep my current strength and health, for to you to
make a decision about me, as you do now.
In all humbleness your servant kisses the hands of the most
Venerable Superior,
Lőcse, January 5th

Sr. Fridolin

I hope if the loving Lord has chosen me for this that He will also
give me health
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Blessed be Jesus Christ
Most Venerable Dear Mother!
Joyfully I am reporting, dear Venerable Mother that after
the completion of a nine day silent prayer to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, I am ready to be counted as one of the workers for the
vineyard in America. During this novena I gathered all my strength
in order to use it in the best way possible, therefore I hope that the
Dear Lord will hear me and give me grace for which I have prayed
so ardently.
I have considered well all the difficulties and efforts which
await us there but that has not made me waver in the least. I remain
firm in my decision.
And I am also grateful to you. Dear good Venerable
Mother, as you were so merciful as to give me hope with your dear
letters.
Kissing your hands dear Venerable Mother, I remain your
humble obedient daughter,
Hilda
Rosenau, 1902, April 12th
From Oderberg arrived the first greeting from the trip.
“Here from, Oderberg we five greet you…”
November 6th, 1902, the first lines from the ship:
Dear Venerable Mother!
At exactly one o’clock in the afternoon we set sail on the
big ship from Cuxhaven. At two o’clock we were served a very
tasty meal and that really surprised us. Until now everything is
going well, the crew is treating us very well. We dine in a common
room but have a separate table where we can be undisturbed and
not be distracted. Many hand kisses from the travelers. We ask you
to keep us in your prayers.
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Letter of Bela Kazinczy
Dominus Jesus Christ!
To the Honorable Gyula Meszlenyi
The interest of a few thousand Catholics exiled in America,
gave me courage to address your Honor with the trust of a son, in a
matter close to the Catholic Church and its benefit.
4/5th of our national immigrants are the children of the
Catholic Church. They arrive here to quite well organized parishes,
where they soon find work and earn their daily bread.
Maybe nowhere on earth do the Protestants spend the
energy to convert as in America, where they have great influence
and money.
Out of the 82 million population of America, 9 million are
Catholic, and out of these, around 700,000 are Hungarian
immigrants, 2 million are Polish. Of the remaining 73 million only
23 million belong to some denomination and from these, only half
have been baptized.
They fiercely hate all that is Catholic, and where possible,
they push them back, hinder their advancement.
Often they keep the better jobs for the Protestants and treat
the unbelievers with privilege.
It is true that at most only 2% of our people convert to
Protestantism, but only the Lord knows, what will happen to the
present American adult population, who misses the religious
education. By the simple reason of not having a Slovak speaking
Catholic order, who could inject the love of religion into the hearts
of the young children.
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Our Bishops threaten in vain those parents who do not send
their children to Catholic schools, I say threaten in vain with
refusal of sacraments, with censorship, nothing works, the
nationalist have already awakened their dormant consciousness;
they do not go to the English schools, first because they would
have to pay, and in the public schools they teach for free, and
second they do not teach Slovak.
The situation is such that we can see a future where the
children are indifferent to their faith, and later they deny it, getting
lost forever not only to the Church but to their homeland.
I read in the newspapers received from home that the Pan
Slavic movement is spreading in Hungary. Although I do not give
credence to this, I can assert from my own experience, that the
consciousness of the Slovak people is strengthened by America
and the work of Hungarian teachers could lessen the damage.
Your Honor would do a great service to the Church and I
beg very humbly that you give permission for some sisters under
your jurisdiction (we would need six) who are willing to come to
America, so they can start teaching the next school year.
Raymunda Klukan, the reverend from Palóc, with whom I
corresponded through one the members of my congregation,
expressed great enthusiasm in undertaking the voyage to serve
Jesus Christ and the greater glory of our Church.
Offering the above mentioned facts to your mercy, I am
your very respectful son.
Bela Kazinczy, Roman Catholic priest
Braddock, 1901, March 20th
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Arriving in Hamburg, Sr. Emerentiana writes:
Dear Venerable Mother:
We arrived in Hamburg, where we rested for one day so I
hurry to inform you, Dear Venerable Mother a bit about our
experiences.
The trip from Pest to Oderberg was excellent. Upon
arriving in Oderberg we were directed through customs where we
opened our suitcases; the gentlemen were very polite and
questioned us from where we came from and where we were
heading to. I gave them the necessary information in a few words
and showed them the list of contents of the suitcases and was ready
to open them to convince them that the contents corresponded to
the list; but they thanked us for the information and let us go in
God’s name.
This was not the case in Berlin where we were not so
lucky. They opened the doors of the compartment too late at the
Lehrter station and so only with the help of our Guardian Angels
were we saved from something happening. Details will be in the
diary.
In Hamburg it was even worse. We arrived on time at
11:41, looked around for the travel agent (Cook) but we found no
one, so went ahead to Hamburg, Altona, as we had tickets but there
was nobody there either; what shall we do? Following the good
advice of a lady we returned to Kloster station and were told to
wait until 1:15 when a second train from Berlin would be arriving
on which surely there would be a Cook agent. We waited in vain.
So I ordered a lunch for the three dear sisters. Together with Sr.
Fridolin and in the company of a coffee vendor, as there was
nobody from the shipping company either
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we went to the office of the shipping company, which was as
distant as the Parliament in Pest, to solve our problems. The
gentleman was none too friendly but the minute we told them
where we came from and what happened to us, everything
changed. The gentleman who attended us had a brother in
Hungary, in Eperjes to be exact. He changed his unfriendly
demeanor and was consideration itself. He handed us our tickets
and explained exactly everything in connection with our luggage,
etc. After this we returned to the poor sisters, who were frightened
to death, especially Sr. Hilda who almost cried. At this point we
also ate something Then we took a carriage with a taxi meter
following the advice of the afore mentioned gentleman, so that we
would not be cheated as far as the fare was concerned. Then we
handed over our suitcases to the first porter who placed at the right
spot and for which he asked 10 marks, which I did not find too
expensive, as he arranged all quite well. When we arrived at the
right spot our suitcases were weighed again and as each one of us
had an allowance of 100 Kg and the five suitcases weighed 432 Kg
we did not have to pay anything. We got a receipt for the luggage
and now we had to look for a place to stay. We went to the next
Catholic priest at the Church of St. Michael, who guided us to St.
Mary’s Hospital, where he had phoned to see if they could look
after the five of us, and after a positive response he told us the
address of the hospital in Hohenfeld where the Merciful Nuns of
St. Charles Borromeo lived.
We arrived at 4:30 and were received kindly. The sisters
did their best for us. This morning we went to confession and
received Holy Communion and went to two masses
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and were happy that we could spend the last day on dry land so
quietly and undisturbed because yesterday’s stress had tired us out.
We ask you to include us in your prayers, the good sisters
send cordial greetings to the Venerable Mother and we kiss your
hands and remain in the hands of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your
grateful spiritual daughters.
Hamburg, 1902, November 6th
your poor Americans
The first letter from Braddock:
Ave Maria
My only Dear Kind Venerable Mother:
Did you receive my last card sent from aboard the
ship? The next day it was fine, as on Saturday, the 8th, we had a
terrible storm, which touched all of us, that is out of the 1,000
passengers, there were maybe 25 to 30 people who could stay up,
the rest was in bed. On Monday we had another storm, so we could
barely get up on Tuesday or Wednesday. Sr. Gonzaga suffered the
most, and she was sick on the train too, so I called a doctor, a
blessed good man, who came twice a day to give her some calming
drops and did not ask for any payment. On the last day I looked
him up in his quarters to thank him and he was so honored that he
did not know what to do. He said that the doctors can only work
with the help of the nuns and thus it is their duty to keep us
healthy. On Thursday we nearly stayed in the middle of the ocean
as around 4 o’clock one of the engines made a terrible noise so we
thought we would end on the bottom of the ocean in a few minutes.
From this moment on, we only had one engine, so instead of
arriving at noon, we arrived in the evening in New York,
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where the secretary of the Consulate met us, who helped us with
everything, and with him was a representative of the St. Raphael
Society. The later accompanied us to the Leo House, where the
members of the Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes awaited us
with dinner and a good bed. The same gentleman accompanied us
to the train station at 9 o’clock, and after dealing with all our
matters, we settled in the train compartment, where we learned that
this train did not stop in Braddock. I asked the gentleman to go to
the Consul’s secretary, who had promised us to send a telegram to
the Parish priest, that he should not expect us in Braddock but in
Wilmerding. They gave us half priced tickets and even so, it cost
us more than 60 forints. Admittedly, we did travel from 9 a.m. till
10:30 p.m. without having to change trains and it was an express
run. Once we arrived in Wilmerding, the Parish priest, who was
very surprised by our arrival, was expecting us with two cars. He
was surprised as there was neither lodging nor salary ready for us.
There will be a meeting on Sunday when they will decide about
this. For the time being we are here, with the so called English
nuns who are very kind to us, although we do not understand each
other. They do not speak German and we do not speak English, so
we communicate silently through signs.
I begged the Parish priest to be kind and find us a home as
soon as possible, and he did promise us that in one or two weeks
everything will be settled and we should be patient.
As our duties, he says, we will receive three grades. There
is no kindergarten here and he does not want to start one, and we
do not know as of yet how many children, as they are just starting
to sign up. What will be very difficult, dear Venerable Mother, is
that we will have to teach boys too. I protested that we do not have
male schools. The Parish priest said it is the custom here and there
is no other way. Not only the English sisters but also the German
teach this way and we cannot do otherwise.
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Afterwards I asked around and it is so. The German sisters, Sisters
of Divine Providence, sought us out, and the Superior, who is very
kind, said that she teaches even older students, who are taller than
her, 12 to 15 years old.
This week we have not gone to confession or communion
as nobody has received permission to confess us. Tomorrow the
Parish priest will take us to the Bishop in Pittsburgh, to introduce
us and to request a confessor for us. Good Lord! Will he like us?!
I just remembered that I mentioned to the Parish priest that
we were promised a house with six furnished bedrooms in the
parish, and why are we not getting it? He answered that he did not
know that we were coming and so, it was not ready. Told him that
the Venerable Mother let us go with a heavy heart and what would
she say if she knew about our circumstances? But he assured me
that everything will be ready soon. So now we cannot do anything
else but pray forebear.
We are starting to teach on the 24th and I hope the Lord
will help us to meet their expectations.
Sr. Fridolin is describing the landscape and customs in her
diary. Myself, I can say that the countryside from New York to
here was beautiful, sometimes mountainous, sometimes flat, and
everything so green as at home in April or early May. But I can tell
you that I have never seen a dirtier, smokier place than Braddock.
At home not even a Slovak or Wallachianxii village is this ugly,
with hills of garbage at every street corner.
As we learned by now, there are 35,000 inhabitants, 6
Catholic churches, three,
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now four convents and each church has its own parish priest. The
churches and chapels are very nice and clean. There is great
emphasis on church singing, in our church the children sang in four
voices, which honestly surprised me a lot. Most of the houses are
built in what we would call at home the Swiss style, but out of
wood, with very thin walls, maybe 10 to 15 cm thick. There are no
double windows, and what is really peculiar, the houses are
extremely colorful, so for example we have read and brown,
yellow and green, gray and brown, and there are even some houses
in three different green colors.
Yesterday afternoon we were at the Reverend Bishop, and
Reverend Varady was correct in saying that he was not happy with
our presence. Of course we did not understand what he said as he
spoke English but it was clear from his tone. He stated that as he
did not receive a Holy Mandate he did not provide a confessor. For
ordinary confessions he named Parish priest Gellhof, a Hungarian
priest. He was a teacher at the high school in Lőcse. Maybe Sr.
Engelberta knows him; unfortunately he does not live here so I do
not know how he will like to come in once a week. He told us that
for exceptional confessions we could pick our own. His complaint
about our dress was that it was light colored and wondered if we
could not wear a black veil. We objected to this and said we did
not need it. There are enough nuns with black habits here, so let us
be different in white. Truth be said, we will need to change often
but it will be fine! Rather this than a black veil. Already on the
ship we could hardly wait to take the black veil off as it was so
strange.
Just now the Parish priest told us that there is a home for us
and we are going to look at it this afternoon. He promised us that
there will be a chapel with the Eucharist in it and he will say the
mass at least once a week. Can you imagine how this immediately
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cheered us, dear Venerable Mother? He said the altar has been
ordered and it will be here soon.
And let me write something about our dear sisters. We are
working slowly. Sometimes learning Slovak or English, this being
more important than the Slovak. I will advise anybody preparing to
come to America to study not just the Slovak books but the English
ones too. The German nuns tell us that once the Slovak child learns
English he is ashamed to speak Slovak. We will be working with
the children of workers, but they are all so nicely dressed, the girls
with hats and heavily pleated skirts, the boys in short black felt
pants and jacket, that nobody could guess that they ever were
peasant children.
Sr. Fridolin suffers a lot with her digestion. Sr. Hilda was
feeling sick today, it is lucky that we have some horehound so I
asked to prepare her a mug. My heart breaks to think this is the
only thing I can give her on her Saint dayxiii. But, no problem, it
will be better once we have our own home. At present, I am happy
that they received us kindly and Sr. Gonzaga is feeling better and
is happy. Sr. Wunibalda is bored a bit, missing movement and
something to do, but maybe it will not last long? What shall I write
about myself? Only that I pray and trust the Lord and I ask the kind
Venerable Mother to pray for us, that the Lord gives us strength,
endurance and blessing for our new endeavors. From our part we
promise that we will do our outmost to do everything so we do not
bring shame but instead honor, respect and satisfaction from all.
Let the Sacred Heart of Jesus allow this, as I offered Him our
work.
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We are managing well with our money, so we even saved
400 forint to finance a trip for the Venerable Mother to come and
visit us. Aside from this, we still have some forints, but we might
need some as I do not know if we will have everything that is
needed. The Parish priest is very encouraging and at the same time
embarrassed that nothing was ready, but too late. I hear there is
great joy among the people and the children that finally they have
their nuns, although we have not really met them yet.
I am finally closing my letter otherwise it will stay here
again, although I know that kind Venerable Mother is expecting it.
Please give our hand kisses to the Honorable Bishop and
the Reverend Superior, and our warm greetings to the kind nuns,
with the request that they should pray for us.
Awaiting your letters every day, we all five kiss your hand,
specially your grateful spiritual daughter.
Braddock, 1902, November 18th
Sr. Emerentiana.
At this moment the Parish priest came to give us the happy news
that we will be in our home on Thursday They are getting it ready
for us with great joy, so he says.
2nd letter
Ave Maria!
Dear Venerable Mother!
I am starting today the letter so I can give you an account
of our doings until now. In yesterday’s letter I wrote that we will
have a home on Thursday, but as I thought, things did not go as
fast as the Parish priest believed. Although he is doing everything
to make it possible, as he is very embarrassed that we did not find
all as it was promised, but he says he is innocent but he has some
people that are working against him, who went as far as keeping
back his letters and telegrams.
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Under these circumstances he never received the news that we
were coming so he was unable to prepare. He seems to be a very
good person, young, has been a priest for nine years, the type
Venerable Mother likes. Very respectful, speaks very little but
does a lot. Now we have to be very careful not to do anything to
lose his respect! Being Thursday today we are still here and thus, I
did not finish my letter yesterday as the Parish priest asked us to
sew some rosettes for the young people, as they were getting ready
for some benefit feast and we spent the day doing them. Sr.
Wunibalda and Sr. Fridolin ironed the whole day since the good
sisters took care of the washing of our dirty laundry but I did not
want them to also do our ironing as well, and we three did the
sewing.
Two young women came to visit us and told us that they
were going to our home to see if they could start cleaning and
scrubbing, but they returned soon saying that it could not be done
in the morning as there is no water, which will be turned on in the
afternoon, when they will come for us so we can check the place
out. It was noon when the Reverend sent a request for two sisters
to replace the teachers, as they were going shopping in our behalf.
I sent Sr. Hilda and Sr. Gonzaga and I accompanied them and it
was very joyful to see the radiant children’s faces. I talked to them
and encouraged them to be good and hard workers and then
returned with two of the children. As I arrived the two young
women were waiting for me and we three went to see our new
home, which is very nice but unfortunately a bit far from the
school and church. Though the Parish priest did promise us
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free street car tickets so we will not need to walk, at least not
much. Here the houses do not have a garden or court yard, they are
very thrifty with space as the ground plots are very expensive, so
we do not have them either. But once you step in, there is a small
hallway, on the right a nice room which I assigned as guest room,
from this through a sliding door will be the dining and day room,
as we can enter the kitchen from here, next to this there is small
washing room with running water, which is very practical, from
here you go down the steps into the basement, where there is a
laundry room. Upstairs there is a nice room looking towards the
street which will be our chapel, next to it a tiny very small room,
which will be the vestry or guest bedroom, if we ever have a guest.
On the other side of the chapel there are two small rooms, above
the kitchen and day room, these will be our bedrooms as there is no
room big enough for five beds, next to these is the bathroom and
lavatory. The house is fitted with running water, electricity and gas
lighting and heating, the cooking and baking is also done with gas
so we will not need a maid, we can do everything ourselves. If the
place would not be so far away I would not mind if they bought
this house for us, as it is very attractive, but as is, I can hardly wait
for them to find us something closer. I already told the Reverend
that I will not accept any classes as I cannot leave Sr. Wunibalda
alone at home but asked him to find me some piano students,
although I do not believe he will find any willing to make the trip
every day. It is at least half an hour walk from the church.
On Friday Sr. Hilda and Sr. Gonzaga went to the school
while Sr. Fridolin and I went to the Reverend to discuss some
issues, but to everything he says that there will be a big meeting on
Sunday, after which he can give us more information. Afterwards
we went to our home where the women were cleaning but we
could not do anything as all was wet, and things were not
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there yet. I am curious about our furnishings; I told the Reverend
that they should buy us simple but sturdy and practical things.
Tomorrow morning we will go again and will strive to get
everything moved so we can settle in and sleep there on Saturday
night.
Until now all our free time was spent on learning English
and the Slovak language, even now Sr. Fridolin is cramming the
Slovak Credo, as she is having a hard time with it, so is Sr.
Wunibalda with her duties to cook and bake, as she had her heart
set in going into the classroom. No problem, all will be solved.
Tomorrow we will be home and I will write again about
our assignments, also our daily schedule. Now we really have to
adapt to the sisters here and schedule our spiritual exercises when
it does not inconvenience them.
Sending many hand kisses from your spiritual daughters
but particularly your worried
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1902, November 21st.
The kind nuns send to all many greetings and hand kisses.
3rd letter
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
On Saturday, November 22nd, after the 9 o’clock mass, we
asked the Reverend for our keys, with the statement that we are
going to arrange our things so that we could sleep there that
evening. He appreciated our offer and promised that he would
come soon to see what we could do without manly strength, as not
even the beds were assembled, but we proudly offered to undertake
them. It got the better of us, as here in America not even the beds
are like everywhere else and we could not figure them out. At
10:30 the Reverend arrived and showed us how it was done, of
course he was smiling
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at our previous boasting. We worked on them, seven of us as the
teacher stopped by too, and we finished by 12:30. The two
gentlemen left, we stayed here as it was raining and none of us
brought an umbrella because we did not think that we would need
them, as we left in such good weather. No problem, this taught us
never to leave home without an umbrella. We went to check the
kitchen to see what the women brought us. There was everything
but we cooked some soft boiled eggs and that was our first meal in
our new home. We ate some bread and butter as we had not eaten
since 7 o’clock, so it tasted better than many festive lunches at
home. In the afternoon we went to confession. Oh Lord! What a
feeling at the first confession! The confessor is a very kind man, he
speaks Hungarian quite well and he encouraged us so
enthusiastically in our work, that he nearly made us forget what we
are facing, and what is more, he promised that he will offer
Monday’s mass for us and will ask the Good Lord for blessings on
our work. After this we went to the kind sisters to pick up our
belongings, but they asked so kindly for us to stay with them and
have communion at the 6:30 mass, that we could not resist and we
stayed there. I do not know how we could ever repay and thank
them? They follow our thoughts and I can say, they gladly share
everything with us. The Good Lord will bless them!
Sunday morning we had communion, and we received a
general permission to receive communion three times. At 9 o’clock
we shepherded the children to mass, during which they say the
rosary and then started homewards. Our good English sisters gave
us free street car tickets and the German sisters, who are also very
kind towards us and were waiting for us after mass, asked how
were we doing, they accompanied us to the street car, but by a
different route
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so once getting off, we did not know where we were and we
walked around for a good hour before we reached home, just as in
Pest. I could hardly console Sr. Hilda who was so sorrowed and
ended up with a big headache. We started to cook and finished by
1:30. We prepared a soup, which felt good as it was nearly two
weeks since we ate a good Hungarian soup, cabbage and a roast.
We received all these from the young women. The furnishings are
also very good, no reason to complain, they gave us everything we
asked for. So far we did not have to pay for food or anything else,
although we have not been paid yet. A very nice gentleman went to
the Reverend and said that he would like to contribute something
to the sisters, so he will provide us with meat and vegetables for a
whole month. They bring it to us every two days, we just have to
say what we would like.
We spent Sunday afternoon at home as in one place (ours)
there was a meeting and benediction at 8 p.m., in the other place
the Reverend was sick, in the third place the Reverend had to
leave, so he gave benediction at 12 noon We were unable to go to
any of them. But some children of a nice young woman came to
visit and we talked with them, afterwards I went with Sr. Fridolin
to the English sisters to mill our coffee and to ask for some milk as
we did not have any for breakfast, they forgot to send a coffee
grinder and you could not buy milk on a Sunday, what they
brought us earlier, we had drunk up. The sisters were very happy to
help and they gave us other things. In the meantime the children
went home and told about us. Their mother was very embarrassed
and with another woman and the husband they brought us a coffee
grinder, milk, butter, cheese and a bottle of good wine and asked
for forgiveness.
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On Monday the sisters went for the first time officially to
the school, so Sr. Hilda will teach first grade with 35 to 40
children, Sr. Gonzaga will teach second grade with 15 to 20
children, but here English is taught by the teacher, who will
continue while Sr. Gonzaga will teach the Slovak religion and
reading. Sr. Fridolin will have second, fourth and fifth grades with
altogether 25 to 30 children, and while the teacher takes care of the
English, she will take over the sixth grade and teach Slovak
geography. In the sixth grade only three subjects are taught in
Slovak, the rest in English.
Everything went well on Monday morning, but at noon Sr.
Hilda was so sick that she could not return, so I sent Sr. Wunibalda
and I stayed to wash and clean up and to nurse Sr. Hilda. On
Tuesday I went to school and Sr. Wunibalda cooked. She was so
much better today and could go back to school. After mass I went
to the Reverend to clear up our matters and to learn what was
decided at the meeting.
As it stands now, as far as the Reverend is concerned, they
will do everything to start building the convent and the school as
soon as it is Spring, but as far as the Bishop is concerned, they
cannot do anything. Here all the convents have the same rule, only
the nuns who teach are paid 20 dollars and he does not want to
give us more, so in our case, as only three of us teach, it would
mean 60 dollars monthly. I showed him the contract and he said
not all the points were accepted. He added that it is impossible to
talk to the Bishop about this, and conditions are different in
Hungary. It is in vain! But he promised that if we are unable to
make ends meet, they will have special collections for the
necessary amounts. This will be very painful. I asked him to find
us some pupils for piano lessons or other lessons
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if there are such who are willing to travel for half an hour.
Now I will write about our daily schedule. Truthfully, we
are still figuring out how it will be best. Wake up is at 5:00. From
5:30 to 6:30 morning prayers, from 6:30 on cleaning, breakfast at
7:00, afterwards the morning chants and prayer of the rosary, once
finished we go to church, 8:30 mass, from 9 till 11:30 teaching,
11:30 till 12:00 return home, 12:00 to 12:30 lunch, 12:30 till 1:00
return to school, 1:00 till 3:30 teaching. If the sisters return, we
have a snack and afterwards we prepare for the next day. 5:30
reading, 6:00 evensong, 6:30 dinner, during which we read, a bit
longer to make up for the lunch hour, as even with the best
intentions we do not have time. After dinner, prayer of the rosary,
then alternating we help Sr. Wunibalda with the wash up, so we
can all go to recreation as soon as possible. 8:30 prayers and
afterwards we go to bed and sleep. The days we go to communion
we wake up before 5:00 and try to finish with our meditation so we
arrive by 6:30 at the chapel of the English nuns and receive
communion with them. These times we do not have time to clean
up as we stay there, so when I return with Sr. Wunibalda from the
mass, we clean up the whole house. When we have a chapel it
might be a bit easier as I mentioned in my previous letter, the
Reverend promised that if he has no mass scheduled, he will come
to say mass here.
I am already looking forward to tomorrow, as there will be
no school as there is some American celebration, the children
could not explain it, just that it is a joyful holiday and every house
will eat a roasted turkey, so we will stay home. We will be cutting
and sewing. One of the women was kind to lend us her machine, so
we will repair all our clothes, sew curtains, tablecloths and bed
sheets.
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Please forgive that I write so scatter brained, but I cannot
do otherwise, the sisters are always talking and asking something
and I feel sorry for them, as they are so busy the whole day, they
arrive after 4 o’clock and finally they can talk to each other.
Although the schools are next to each other, they do not have the
opportunity to talk.
Imagine how smart Sr. Gonzaga is. She has been
complaining for two days that her foot hurts. I could not
understand what the problem was! She went to get her shoes
cleaned and came back to show me she had lost the heel of one of
her shoes, so her leg was shorter and thus the pain, we had a good
laugh! She herself laughed and was proud that she figured out her
problem!
It is just now that I really appreciate how Venerable Mother
provided us with veil material. There are no linens here. Table
clothes, towels, sheets, in one word, all lingerie is cotton and so
inferior, that at home even the most modest home had better and it
is so horribly expensive. I do not know what I will do if we need
more veil material.
I wrote a lot but cannot leave out a request for Venerable
Mother to calm Sr. Wunibalda. She deeply desires to teach, so
much that Sr. Fridolin offered to stay home and let Sr. Wunibalda
go instead, but that cannot be done. If we had another classroom,
then I would send her to teach 1st grade and I would have
sacrificed myself to do the cooking. But now it is impossible.
We read about the results of the meeting today in the
newspaper: they voted for 25,000 dollars for the parish and the
convent school. The old parish house will be
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demolished and two houses will be built next to the church, as the
convent and the school will be under one roof. The present parish
house is a small cage and there was no place for us to live.
I am already thinking how we could learn English the
fastest as until we are proficient the schools will not be completely
in our hands. Until now the young teacher is in charge but this
cannot be otherwise. She teaches the older children and here, they
are promoting the English as the Hungarian at home.
How are the kind sisters? When will you write to us? Every
day I wait for a letter from Venerable Mother and it does not
arrive. I beg the Venerable Mother to write as a long letter as soon
as possible, which when it arrives, it will give us a day of
celebration and we will be as delighted as the Americans with
tomorrow’s day.
We are sending warm greetings to the sisters and kiss their
hands, likewise to Father Superior. We kiss Venerable Mother’s
gracious hands, above all your grateful loving and obedient
spiritual daughter.
Braddock, 1902, November 26th
Sr. Emerentiana.
4th letter
Dear good Venerable Mother!
Days are relatively routine. Last week we did laundry, I
hired a woman who, besides food, I had to give her a dollar.
Everything is so expensive here. Truthfully, we had two weeks
worth of laundry, but Sr. Wunibalda and I helped, otherwise we
would have been unable to finish.
If Sr. Wunibalda would be a bit different we could have
washed our clothes ourselves every week, as the German nuns do,
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who also are five, whose domestic nun besides the cooking also
does the washing and ironing, but our good Sr. Wunibalda cooks
with lackluster and besides the veil ironings does not do anything
else, although I gladly help her. The rest of the clothes are ironed
by me and Sr. Fridolin. She convinced herself that she will teach
the kindergarten and now she has to cook. She told me “The
Venerable Mother asked me only once if I wanted to come to
America and I agreed immediately but she also told me that I
would be teaching, and now I have to cook.”
I have talked to her a lot and begged her to accept it, that
the Good Lord will give the same reward to her cooking than to the
ones teaching, if one does it for His love. And now I think she is
accepting slowly the inevitability of the matter. Of course, you
have to treat her very gently.
The rest of the sisters and doing well, it is heavy work, I do
not know how long they can deal with the constant coming and
going, If the come home after 4 o’clock, they prepare for the
following day’s lectures and study English. They brought us books
in Slovak and English, where they indicate the pronunciation, so I
give them homework and I test them every day after dinner. If
somebody does well the whole week, she gets a holy card.
Saint Nicholas also visited us. I bought the sisters winter
gloves, tooth brushes and garters, as I observed that all needed
them, and a bit of candy, which seemingly gave them joy.
We spent December 8th very quietly, we started for Holy
Communion at 6 a.m. and there was a lot of snow and ice, and a
very cold wind. We were waiting for a street car, but since here
they
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work on holidays and it was Monday, there were so many workers
from the surrounding area that we could not get a place on three
street cars. We had no other choice but to walk down, which was
not great. But the good Lord looked after us and it did not harm
anyone. We had communion at the 6:30 mass in the English
church, from where we went to have breakfast with the blessed
English nuns. Every time we go for communion they never let us
leave without breakfast. I protested at the beginning but we depend
on them as long as we live here, as we don’t have sufficient time to
come home and leave again for the student mass. So now we
accept and I decided that once we are settled, we will prepare
something for their chapel. It seems they are not taught
embroidery. What do you think about this, Venerable Mother?
They will not accept money, they say we should go to them as we
would be going home as they are our sisters. I say if they were our
sisters, we could not have better ones.
I have asked early on the Reverend if we could have the
offering in German at the student mass as there are so few people
in attendance. He very courageously answered me that nobody
could be against this. But afterwards he had second thoughts and
begged me to forget it, as there are some quarrelsome people. So
after the school mass we went to the chapel of the English nuns
and we prayed to ourselves, but I believe, with deeper feelings than
ever before. After this we came home and since there are no
religious services in the afternoons on holidays, we stayed in and
said our afternoon prayers. We still do not have a chapel, we hold
our weekly confessions in the guest room. Our confessor is a
blessed good man, he tells me every week how happy he would be,
if he could receive at least two nuns, if not possible, at least for
some Saturdays and
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Sundays as an example, so that his parishioners and their children
could learn how to behave in church. He remarked that our
children are wild but his are worse. If one did not know that they
have immortal souls, one would think they are animals as they
behave similarly. I will see later, once we live closer if we could
manage to have two of the sisters attending mass there, as the
distance is the same than from our house to the church but in the
other direction.
I will also write dear Venerable Mother about an interesting
event that happened on the afternoon of the 8th. A delegation came
to us in the name of the parishioners, would I be so kind as to play
the organ on holidays and Sundays, during the High Mass, of
course with an extra payment as it would give them great joy. I
answered them that I will have to try it first and practice as it is
totally different mechanism from our organs. Of course the 20
dollars will be great but I am a bit afraid. Now I am trying it out
and will see how it goes. As I observed, the Reverend would be
very happy if I would accept.
Dear Venerable Mother, I beg you to please allow us to
have an afternoon snack on Fridays. I have been giving the sisters
one as I feel so sorry for them when they arrive totally frozen and a
cup of hot coffee can revive them so well. Awaiting your valued
letter and asking for your fervent prayers, kissing your hand, your
grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana.
Braddock, 1902, December 12th.
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5th letter.
Dear kind Venerable Mother!
Finally received your long awaited letter. It arrived on
December 6th, as the postal stamp indicates, but we only received it
on the 18th as they did not know to which parish to deliver. The
teacher saw it posted and he brought it to us saying “I saw that it
came from Szatmar so I thought that it is for the reverend sisters.”
There was great joy! You cannot imagine with what care
and devotion they listened to its contents.
We also think often about our Motherhouse, figure out the
time and wonder where and what you are doing.
Please be assured, dear Venerable Mother that as far as we
are concerned, we are trying and will do in the future, everything
possible that our behavior and the performance of our duties, bring
satisfaction to our superiors. To serve the people and the wellbeing
of the children given to our care. I ask the Lord every day for his
blessing and mercy for this work.
We received the second letter from the Venerable Mother
the day before Christmas with the card, and I can tell you, this was
the most wonderful Christmas gift. I think by now you received in
Szatmar my letter how describing how we spent December 8th.
Now I can tell you how we lived through the first Christmas in this
new strange world.
We started our vacation on December 19th until January 5th.
On the 20th , Saturday, we did laundry and sewed. Could not do
very much on Sunday as by the time we get home from church it is
noon. On Monday we washed our clothes. Tuesday and
Wednesday we cleaned house, so it will be clean and tidy, which
we try to do all the time.
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On Wednesday afternoon I went to church with Sr. Gonzaga who
is preparing the children for their first confession and communion.
The Parish priest asked me to help with the decoration of the
church. We came home at 6 and had dinner. Afterwards as we
finished, Baby Jesusxiv came to us. I prepared for the sisters a small
Christmas tree, to signify the great holiday. I also bought each one
a black shawl to cover the veil if it is cold outside and snowing, as
the black veil we brought with us is not enough and all the other
shawls we brought with us are diverse, and it would not look nice
if we do not look uniform. A couple of Slovak prayer books which
have fitting prayers for children, correspondence paper, pictures,
pens, needles and such small useful items. It seemed it caused
them happiness as they were very merry, thank the Lord! To tell
the truth I was very afraid that they will be depressed on this
occasion.
Thursday we went to the Shepherd Mass which as at 6,
during which we took communion. There is no midnight mass
here. At 9 o’clock was the children’s mass, after which Sr. Fridolin
and Sr. Wunibalda came home. We three stayed there for the High
Mass during which the children received communion. I have never
seen such a mass, so I will describe the whole ceremony to
Venerable Mother. At 10:15 came the Parish priest with a copexv,
called the first communicant to the altar, introduced them to the
people and held a short sermon, filling them with fervor about
faith, hope and charity, then renewed their baptismal promises, to
which they all received lighted candles they held during the whole
mass. When this was over, he sprinkled holy water on the
congregation, and then the mass started. After the gospel, he also
read it in Slovak, then held a relatively long sermon, ending with
the customary prayers, adding to it the Eszterhazyxvi prayer for
Hungary. Well, I thought they might stone the Parish priest, when
we prayed to the Holy Mother of God as the Hungarian patroness
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but luckily, nothing happened. Then the heavy work started. The
Reverend announced that with permission of the Bishop, he will
collect an offering for the Church and the Slovak orphans. He took
off the vestments and with a small book, he called six church
council members who came out of the sacristy with baskets and
followed him. He wrote down the names and they collected the
money. During this the choir kept singing but I know the poor
cantor’s hand, feet and throat must have been tired out at the end.
When the collect was finished, the Reverend returned to the altar
and continued with the mass. The Eucharistic Prayer was at 1
o’clock. Then came the communion and we shepherded the
children to the altar, where he gave another short sermon and
before giving them the communion, he turned around once again
and asked these 12 to 13 year children to swear not to drink any
alcohol until they are 21 years old. He gave them such a horrible
oath text that I nearly turned to stone, when these children holding
two fingers up on their right hand, in the other hand holding the
burning candle, repeated word by word the oath. After this he gave
them communion and finished the mass. After the mass there was
benediction, when this also ended, it was 2 p.m. and we returned
home. We had our lunch with good appetite and mood, and since
we already had the benediction, we spent the afternoon at home.
We spent the second day of the holiday, thank God, peacefully,
only we received the visit of two English sisters. We were very
surprised that they came in such cold weather, but we received
them gladly as if anybody, they do deserve our love. If the
Venerable Mother would write them a couple of lines they would
surely appreciate it. Please believe me, we often wonder and are
amazed
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at their unconditional love toward us. They are ready to help us
anytime and anywhere.
They still have not found us a new home.. I complain a lot
to the Reverend about this, and he and others tell us that we are
lucky that we have to walk so much, otherwise we would be sick. I
do not know if this is true or not. I just keep repeating myself, that
is, that they should find us a closer home.
The past days I was very afraid for Sr. Gonzaga. She could
not keep anything down. I called the doctor and he gave her some
medicine, which helped but I was still anxious, as she was so
listless and every night she had a suspicious red mark on her face. I
called another doctor, Ballagi, a Hungarian, who checked her
thoroughly and told me he could not find anything that would
indicate a wasting disease, but he will return in a couple of days
and then he would know better. It is worrisome as two of her
brothers died around this same age of a very quick wasting
disease.. I begged the doctor to check her out well, and if he thinks
it is all right, I rather take over the school and let her rest. I do not
know what the doctor will recommend.
Sr. Wunibalda is starting to accept her lot and is in a better
mood. Suddenly I remembered something I wanted to ask kind
Venerable Mother for some time. Please have the promised ten
masses for the departed souls said, also if one of the loved sisters
dies, since they would have to wait a long time until we learn about
it and then, we have so few priests that most of the scheduled
masses have been taken. I will collect the fees and will send it to
Szatmar. We heard that Sr. Huberta Gyergyoszent died in Miklos,
although we do not know for sure as we did not receive an
announcement, but we are praying for her.
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We are doing fine with the money. We had 305 Forints left,
and then received from the Reverend father 100 Francs and 45
Marks.
The Superior of the German sisters was kind enough to take
me to a bank where I exchanged our moneys. Arriving home I
counted the remaining dollars and I apportioned how much to put
aside and how much is necessary for our daily expenditures. I
asked a good woman to ask her husband for help in the bank. He
kindly did it. I gave him 400 dollars, it had the gold from the
sisters, my and Sr. Fridolin’s money. He took it and brought back
the booklet, which I carry with me always, in the left hand pocket,
sewed by order of the kind Venerable Mother as we do not have
any cupboard with a lock. The Superior of the German sisters says
it is not a good idea to keep any money in a locked cupboard as it
would be stolen for sure. There is no lock that cannot be broken so
she sewed her money into the lining of her dress and keeps it there.
One of the young women who has been the nicest to us says she
keeps her saved money in a tattered shoe which she threw under
the bed, since when she kept it in the cupboard it was stolen.
The sisters are doing much better in the school. We still do
not have a chapel. The Reverend father insists that the altar he
ordered will arrive on January 18th. I am curious if this will happen
or not. I try to push and beg that at least this should be provided to
us as soon as possible. We would be so happy to be living under
one roof with the Lord and we could go to him with all our
problems and find comfort in Him.
We thank the sisters for the prayers and we also pray for
them. We are sending many kind regards from smoky Braddock.
Dear kind Venerable Mother I cannot send any better and
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more secure address. The authorities are all English and it is
difficult with the German language.
I am closing these lines forwarding the hand kisses from
the sisters. Many respectful greetings and asking humbly for your
fervent prayers your grateful spiritual daughter.
Sr. Emerentiana.
Braddock, 1902, December 28th.
6th Letter

Ave Maria

Dear kind good Venerable Mother!
I forgot to mention in my last letter regarding our pay. On
November 25th we received 100 dollars, on January 5th 90 dollars
and they said this covered until January 1st. They added the 20
dollars for playing the organ although I did not want to accept this,
they kept asking me but I was afraid I was not going to meet their
expectations. First the talk was only about the mass on Sunday but
I asked the Reverend who plays during the Vespers? This is at 7:30
in connection with the religious classes. I told the Reverend that I
will not accept this. First of all I am a nun, I cannot walk around at
night. As sometimes the classes last until 9 o’clock so I would be
getting home around 10 o’clock. Absolutely not. It will be best if
they keep the organist. He then noted that some of the people come
home from work at night and it does them good to be able to attend
church. But he will talk to the congregation. We parted with the
organist playing as before. On New Year’s Eve, we went to
confession and suddenly the Parish council members stopped by
and wished us a Happy New Year in the name of the congregation
and at the end they spoke up
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and begged me to accept the organ playing, they would change the
Vespers to 3 o’clock. Of course I did not want to go and told them
I would need to practice. I always play for the children during the
silent mass but not during the High Mass. They promised to call
the choir together, I should try it with them and our confessor
helped them in their request, so I agreed reluctantly. But I am
never going to forget that first High Mass in Braddock! So dear
Venerable Mother I became now the choir master. Let this be for
the glory of the Lord too! My duties are to play on Sundays and
Holidays during the Mass and the Vespers and to teach the songs.
There are several older girls and boys who sang until now and they
gather on Sundays and practice, instead of taking the time for
walks or play.
It also opens another opportunity to teach them and they
appreciate it, as when I say something they listen with such holy
piety that it feels so good to see them.
Including the last day of November and the month of
December, our expenses were 49 dollars and 76 cents and 10
dollars and some cents for the street car, which they promised us to
repay, do not know when. It is not a problem as the meat was paid
by somebody, the milk bill was taken by the Council to the
Reverend and they will settle that, so I do not want to bother them
too much. The Lord will provide! It is true that we always receive
something, sometimes flour, vegetables, sugar, coffee and now for
the second time, a bottle of beer, but do not know from whom. I
asked the Reverend who could it be but he acted as not knowing.
Now one of the women said she believes the Reverend sent it. I
will see what he says when I thank him.
The religious teaching of the adolescents will be as the
Venerable Mother wanted. Anyhow it is also the custom here. The
older children come,
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the ones who do not go to school, but there are younger ones too,
the ones who go to public school (that is what the schools are
called here.) There is no religious education offered there and the
children are truly so unholy that one’s hair just stands up. I will
describe something that happened just before Christmas. Our
English teacher was asked by her friend to please go and help her
one Sunday with the religious education. Before holidays more
children attend. She went gladly. The friend worked with one
group and she had the other group. She asked one of the boys
something, to which he answered rudely, and while she dealt with
the mischievous boy, another even worse one, stood up and asked
his friend: Who created you? The mason, was the answer. Who
saved you? His son. And who consecrated you? The brandy. All
this in front of the two teachers, in church, in front of the
Eucharist. Our teacher was so shocked, she said she is never going
to teach there.
Not so long ago a Hungarian came by and asked us to take
in his daughter for board. He wanted to pay 180 dollars for the
year. The child is nine years old, there is no mother. He does not
know what to do with her as he works all day and the child is
alone, only speaks Hungarian. He cannot send her to school as
there is none there, he is afraid she will be lost. I am very sorry for
the child but I refused his request. As long as we live here it is
impossible. Although the Reverend would not have minded. He
was ready to buy a bed and whatever necessary for me to accept.
But I told them that I will first ask the Venerable Mother, then it is
impossible while we live so far.
Sr. Gonzaga is better and we all, under the circumstances
are feeling fine.
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Sr. Wunibalda is reconciled and does her work in better spirits than
at the beginning. Thank the Lord.
I can hardly wait for our chapel, they say the altar will
arrive this month on the 18th. I am curious to see if anything will
happen.
Kissing your hands numerous times and humbly asking for
your fervent prayers, your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana.
Braddock, 1903, January 14th.
Kissing the kind sisters and ask for their fervent prayers. Please
come as soon as possible to us.
7th letter.

Ave Maria!

Dear Good Venerable Mother!
I am pleased that the sisters read the diary with interest. At
the same time, I thank you for your sympathy and fervent prayers,
which we ask for the future too, as we really need them. I am
convinced that I can attribute to the many prayers, that the much
coming and going on ice, frost, snow, rain, mud and wind have not
harmed us. Even Sr. Hilda is holding up quite well. Seems to have
fewer headaches than in Rozsnyó, although she can really grieve
well. The least thing can hurt her. Thank the Lord she forgets it
quickly and it does not last long. Of course, I am dispensing plenty
of encouragement and consolation.
Sr. Wunibalda, as I wrote earlier, has resigned herself, she
does laundry, bakes, cooks, in a better mood than at the beginning.
Sr. Gonzaga does her work very seriously but laughs often
and has no problems. I thank the Lord that her stomach recuperated
so quickly.
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Sr. Fridolin really loves money. She is always asking for it,
as she had never been without some cash, in case she needs
something, she should have some. I have never seen a sister who
has such a longing for money. Then I remember dear Venerable
Mother’s words and I just ask her what does she need, she should
just tell me and I will buy it, but I am not giving her money.
Already she told me that she will write to you, Venerable Mother,
to tell you that she had never had such a miserly Superior. I replied
that I will kindly allow her to write to you. At Christmas she asked
that I do not buy her anything, just give her the money for what I
had in mind. I replied I could not do that, mainly in view of the
other sisters. I also mentioned that the Venerable Mother had
forbidden it.
We have received Venerable Mother’s letters as I
mentioned earlier. You cannot believe what a joy it is when we
receive letters from Szatmar. Please accept dear Venerable Mother
our grateful thanks, the separate good wishes and encouraging
words. It is a fact that our situation is sometimes difficult, but I
trust in the Lord! Because He has not abandoned us yet, so He will
give us Fatherly care in the future.
For the sake of the congregation I accepted playing the
organ and slowly I am warming up. Nobody has heard about
Chladek and they do not know him. I will keep asking, as I knew
him, as a small boy.
We received our salary on time on February 2nd, 80 dollars
and the remainder of 10.75 dollars from December. Here they do
not give us cash but a check which we have to send or take to the
bank where they give us the money.
The arrival of the altar it seems it will stay as a promise as
tomorrow will be February 18th and the altar is still not here. Once
again I have to lay siege to the Reverend for it. Dear Lord, if we
could have our chapel
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we could suffer better all other troubles and difficulties that occur
better. But nothing doing!
They are working very hard on getting us closer living
quarters but they cannot find a suitable home. I do not know what
is happening with the building project, it seems they cannot agree.
Our confessor is a blessed good man, he comes every week either
Friday or Saturday, when he can come. True that he has not gotten
totally used to being here, so he shares our problems.
We are not receiving Holy Communion at the English
sisters but going to our church, where the Reverend gives us
communion at 8 o’clock and then we have breakfast at his place as
we would not have time to come home. Nearly three times we
went there at 6 o’clock and the priest did not come to say the mass
so we did not know what to do from 6 to 9, if we stay there it is an
inconvenience to the sisters and our church is closed at that time
and we could not go to the parish house either. I mentioned this to
the Reverend and he was kind enough to propose the present
solution. The sisters do not come home for lunch as often they did
not get a street car or the weather was so rainy that they could not
do it. So now we prepare the lunch the day before and they take it
with them. Soup which they can heat and eat at Sr. Gonzaga’s
school, then some ham or cold roast and some dry cake.
Sometimes I go with them if there is a High Mass around 10 to 11,
then choir lessons in the afternoon, as it is not worth to come
home. A young girl accompanies Sr. Wunibalda home and we stay
at the school. So we really enjoy the evening when we are together
at home and we can tell each other the daily happenings. We have
visited some sick people and it was very much appreciated. On
Monday we visited a small burnt child twice and she looked
horrible. I taught her some short fervent prayers and I encouraged
her to bear her suffering with patience; she asked us to visit her the
next day too
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but she died. She wanted to turn off the lamp and it exploded, her
poor mother who ran to help her also got burnt badly and her two
hands and legs were cut with the glass. What a terrible sight it was!
I started the letter exactly two weeks ago but could not
manage to finish it. Kissing your hands and asking for your fervent
prayers with humility, your spiritual daughters working so far
away and specially
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1903, February 12th.
8th letter
Dear Venerable Mother!

Ave Maria

We received with great joy your valuable lines on March
18 . Please do not worry too much about us! The good Lord is
good and will help us, even if we are not worthy. But He will hear
the fervent prayers from our sisters at home and will not abandon
us! As our Father in Heaven has helped us in everything until now
th

I also received the two letters written in February and the
answer should have arrived in Szatmar. May the Lord recompense
dear Venerable Mother for your encouraging words, it felt so good
to read them! Certainly sometimes I need lots of patience.
I am infinitely sorry for Sr. Alexandrina, please Lord let her
improve as fast as possible. Poor luckless Sr. Anna! Let us hope
she learns her lesson without harm to herself or others.
I wrote to His Grace, the Bishop a long letter, I think he
received it by now. Please give him and the Honorable Superior
our respectful hand kiss.
No postulant has presented herself until now, but we do not
have room for them. Tomorrow it will be April 1st and we do not
know if we will move down
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Into town? There were so many plans that by now, I do not believe
anything. I tell the Reverend that I am Saint Thomas in everything
I cannot see or touch.
Please imagine what happened to our Reverend last week.
He went horse riding and he fell from the horse and broke his leg,
now he is in bed and suffers a lot. It really happened at the worst
time as he has so much to do. On Sunday we started in our church
the Forty Hour Devotion of the Blessed Sacrament. We decorated
the altars, the previous days we bought flowers at the florist, those
we like as they totally trusted us. We bought beautiful lilies,
colocasias, tulips, hyacinths, but all in white. At Christmas there
was quite a diversity of colors, but now they wanted to decorate
with the Slovak roses but I said no, so they did not even bring them
out. It was really beautiful, they sacrifice much more money for
this than at home. There was also a procession, the children in
white went before the Blessed Sacrament, but only in the church,
still it was very moving, so on Sunday as today on the closing day,
March 25th. The Reposition was in the evening at 8 o’clock and the
church was full. All three days there were masses and one sung. It
was a test of my organ playing. Every day I had to accompany a
different priest at the Preface and the Our Father, I was very afraid!
But the Lord helped, thanks to Him for that! There were
confessions practically all day, but all three evenings, after the
Reposition, until 12 midnight. To make it possible for the factory
workers to fulfill their obligations, they gave communion at 5
o’clock in the morning, so they could go to work at 6 o’clock. We
had seven or eight visiting priests. Of course we had every day two
sermons too, one in the morning and one in the evening. And our
poor Reverend was in bed!
On Friday, that is the 20th, Sr. Gonzaga prayed the Stations
of the Cross in the church, as
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there was no Slovak priest and they did not want the English. I
played the organ, so I could not pray, but they were so pleased that
they said, it is nothing that there was no priest, they have nuns,
who do it as well as he does. In a few days we will have to give a
sermon. We laugh a lot among ourselves, as they say that
everything should be done by the sisters and then it is done well.
How are you all doing? Thank the Lord we all are doing
well. I read your message to the sisters. They kiss your hand and
wish a blissful Alleluia to the Venerable Mother. What is the
weather at home? Here since the beginning of March until now it
was quite warm, so we slept and worked in unheated rooms; but
now again it is quite cold and just today, it is snowing with such a
horrible wind that it nearly blows our house away.
On the 18th of this month came the Provincial Superior of
the German nuns. We went there to present our respects, she was
very friendly and nice. She promised us to find a Jesuit priest
during the vacation so we could have our retreat. May the Lord
bless her for this! Please do not be afraid to come to us, she said
she had sailed across the great sea eight times, she went to
Germany four times during 25 or 30 years. Are the sisters healthy?
Please be kind and give them our heartfelt sisterly
greetings, we thank them for their fervent prayers and we ask for
them in the future too! We are not forgetting them either! We wish
them a very, very blissful Alleluia.
I will be closing this letter, as I have so much to do,
including the singing! Please pray for us that we can be good.
Wishing a blissful Alleluia and kissing your hands, your
grateful spiritual daughter,
Braddock, 1903, March 25th

Sr. Emerentiana
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9th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Good Venerable Mother!
Can you imagine, we are already living close to the church.
When I wrote my last letter there was no talk about this. Last week
I lit a lamp to St. Joseph, asking him to please find us a house,
since despite all our pains, tramping around, and begging, we were
not achieving anything, and told him that if He does not find us a
home by the end of the month I will blow out the lamp and will
never light it again in his honor.
There was silence until the last days of the month, until the
28 and 29th. Suddenly they raised our rent so high that our poor
congregation could not afford it. What should they do with us?
They asked the Reverend’s sister, who is married and lives here, to
move into the Parish until our house is built. Who agreed and said
she would do that for the sisters. We have not done her any favors
until now. Just chat affably and friendly with her when we meet.
th

You cannot imagine with what joy they moved the
Reverend’s sister’s belonging to the Parish and then ours here. Six
– seven men carried and loaded the cart with our belongings and
brought it down by noon, the older girls from the choir washed the
windows and scrubbed the floors as if they were getting paid. The
older boys from the choir assembled our beds, nailed the curtains
up, carried the furniture to their place, so the same day, the 31st we
were all set by night.
All this thanks to St. Joseph and in appreciation I am
lighting lamps so he will listen to my petitions in the future.
Now we are here and we do not have to measure the
distance, we are three houses from the Parish. Thank the Lord we
can go always to Adoration, even after dinner
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which we missed. The sisters can eat right too. In other words,
everything is on the correct pathway. Although the house is not as
comfortable as the other one, here we heat with coal and only have
kerosene lamps, but one cannot enjoy everything at the same time.
Our Reverend is still not better and he has no hope of
improving soon. I think they gave him the wrong treatment.
Is dear Sr. Alexandrina better? Please give her my
greetings, as well as to dear Sr. Cornel. We warmly greet all the
sisters from our new home and we ask for their support with their
fervent prayers. Thank the Lord we are all well, fulfilling our
duties, at night we tell each other our daily happenings and we
have our laughter over them. I add to the sisters hand kisses my
own and remain your grateful spiritual daughter.
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1903, April 3rd.
10th letter
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
Finally I have time to give a sign of life. I sent a letter this
month around the 3rd or 4th, where I wrote to dear virtuous
Venerable Mother about the change of our home and how it
happened and I have not yet received an answer, although we all
are longing for it.
We spent the holidays thank God joyfully, although before
it we had a lot of work in church. Sweeping, cleaning, decorating.
We had a nice holy Sepulcher in our church. Incredible the amount
of flowers they gathered, we bought with the church’s money
around 30 dollar worth, and the congregation brought so many, and
I am not exaggerating, when I say at least around 100 dollar worth
of flowers to decorate the holy Sepulcher.
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We could have paved the whole road with them. Since the English
churches do not have a holy Sepulcher, so those also came to us
and brought many beautiful flowers. There was no man, young or
old, girl or woman, English, Slovak, German, Hungarian, the good
Lord knows what nationality, who came into the church and they
brought at least a potted flower. One does not see this at home.
Sunday there were a lot of people on Palm Sunday at mass, Good
Friday’s Lamentation, Holy Saturday’s Resurrection and the mass
on Easterxvii The procession on Palm Sunday was very beautiful.
The girls in white, many boys dressed as altar servers accompanied
the procession outside the church, which happened for the first
time, they carried palm branches and 24 of them carried small flags
which elevated the procession and were stared at in amazement as
there is no such thing among the English, they do not celebrate the
Resurrection, one of the reasons why so many flocked to our
church. The only bad thing was that each ritual was celebrated by a
different priest as our Reverend is still sick. Alas! I survived many
fears as I had to teach and sing the Passion, the Lamentation and
many Vespers, and do not know what else. The good sisters also
sang three days as then the choir were all at work. My poor head!
The Resurrection was also our obligation. We had an old gloomy
priest, who also spoke German. I asked him what order and how
did he want the Resurrection and I showed him the book, where we
learned the parts that we needed to sing. He answered: I do not
sing anything, I did not learn this and it is not done in our church. I
went to the Reverend to beg him to intervene with the old man but
he refused categorically. We convinced him with difficulty to take
the Holy Sacrament in procession to the Holy Sepulcher and to at
least say one word “Exurge.” Afterwards I sent him in all
directions so my choir could convene rapidly. I chose the best one
and hurriedly we took over the priest’s parts, who first complained
but for my sake he agreed. So the singer stayed next to the priest,
and we answered
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from the choir. Dear Venerable Mother you can imagine my fears.
But the good Lord helped and thus we did not have to admit shame
in front of the congregation.
Easter Sunday a big celebration, Monday there was a High
Mass, but nothing on Tuesday, not even a mass.
I am really happy that we live so close to the church, I do
not know what we would have done during the Holy Week if we
were still living up high. Although everybody who sees us, tells us,
that we do not look as well since we live here and remark that the
forced walking did us good and now it is lacking.
On April 26th starts a retreat at the German church,
Passionists priests will conduct it, but they do preach mainly in
English, so we will just go in the morning for mass and listen to
one German meditation. Furthermore we are once again on
schedule, we get up in the mornings at 5 o’clock, start morning
prayers at 5:30 until 6:30, then we clean up, have breakfast at 7
and go to mass. At 11:30 they return from school, at 11:45 we pray
the psalms and afterwards have lunch, which when finished we
pray the rosary and go to adoration of the Sacrament, from there
the sisters go directly to school as it is close to 1 o’clock and we
supervise the children already there. The classes start at 1 o’clock
and they come home at 3:30 when we have a snack and at 4 the
three: Sr. Fridolin, Sr. Hilda and Sr. Gonzaga leave for their
English class at the English convent, where the Superior teaches
them. She offered so often and so kindly that I could not refuse. At
5:30 we read and thus finish the day.
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I hope they will start our new house in May as they
received the permission from the Honorable Bishop to buy the
plot.
Dear Venerable Mother, how are you feeling? Often we are
at home among the sisters, of course, just in our thoughts. In vain!
Please pray for us, may the Lord take all our work with kindness
and all that we do with the children and congregation should
benefit their spiritual life. Sending from all of us our respectful
hand kiss, I remain your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
From smoky Braddock, 1903, April 28th
We heartily greet the sisters, and please convey to the Superior and
the High Honorable Bishop our reverent hand kiss.
11th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Good Venerable Mother!
Thank the Lord! We finally received on May 7th your
valued letter mailed on April 20th and so expected by us. I really
thought that my letters were lost, as I mentioned it to Sr. Cornel in
my letter, as there was no answer to three of mine.
Indeed our poor Reverend even now can only walk on two
crutches, with very laborious steps, besides confession, sermons
and communion he cannot do anything else. A Benedictine priest
from St. Vincent still comes to say the mass. Most of them are very
fervent and good priests. He thanks your thoughtful sympathy and
sends his regards to the dear Venerable Mother.
With what poor talents we have, we try to live so that it
would glorify the Lord, and that we can foster the spiritual welfare
of the congregation, and of the children entrusted to us. May the
good
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Lord bless our work.
The weather is just like at home, sometimes it is so hot that
we melt, sometimes so cold that it feels good to sit next to the
warm stove. The children first brought violets on May 1st .
The Provincial Superior of the German sisters talked with
one of the Jesuit priests, who sent the message that it would be
better if I ask directly the Superior and gave me the address, which
I did. Day before yesterday came the reply where he wrote that it
would be better, if we did the retreat with other German speaking
sisters, but if it was not possible, he will take care in that we get a
priest. They come from New York here.
The Superior of the German nuns told me that they would
be happy to take us, but they are really overcrowded too. Their
church and their sleeping quarters are very small; many sisters
have to sleep on the floor. Next year they will be able to do it as
they are building a new home. Now she is looking in Pittsburgh for
other German sisters, where the Jesuit priests hold the retreat, but I
would rather not go to total strangers. We will see what happens!
At home you are celebrating the beautiful May veneration,
which is not a custom here, so after every mass we pray to the
Virgin Mary and the altar to Mary is decorated in every church. As
our church has only a Sunday mass, we worship every afternoon
with the children. The Reverend allowed us to do this in the church
at Mary’s altar and the candles can be lit during this. Twice he
came to give benediction but we told him not to tire himself, it was
so hard for him, that every second I thought he would drop the
Sacrament.
How are the kind sisters at home, preparing for the exams,
right? We too! We have worries and are afraid of the first Slovak
exam. Please be kind
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and tell them that we send our kind regards, appreciate their
fervent prayers and ask for them in the future. I know this keeps
our spirits up. Please let me know how many masses do we owe,
that is, for each death of a sister, please say three or four masses, I
would like to send the money for this. Maybe I will have enough
from surplice fees, I receive one dollar for private high masses.
On April 26th we were in Duquesne where our confessor
had a blessing of the bells to which our choir were invited, I was
reluctant, but I still had to go and play. Believe me, I did not regret
it. Sr. Hilda went with me. Our congregation was present too, here
they only had a low mass. The different societies went from here
as a group. We two and some of the girls from the choir came
quietly with us in the street car. The parish priest was waiting for
us and we went immediately to the church. The singing, thank the
Lord, went well. After the beautiful and touching ceremony we had
lunch in the parish house, where besides the three auxiliary priests
and the local choir master there was nobody else. After lunch we
came home, of course it was around 6 o’clock but the mass started
after 12:30. Here much time is taken up with the collection.
Dear Venerable Mother, please do not fret about our
address, they will find us. From now on just write: Sisters of St.
Vincent de Paul, St. Michael Convent, Braddock, PA, America.
The patron saint of our church is St. Michael, so everything comes
to this address. The English sisters are St. Thomas and the German,
St. Joseph Convent. Dear Saint Joseph did not get angry but did a
good job finding us the closer home. The English sisters joined us
in our happiness, just as if they would be our sisters. We all five
received a small bookmark in a red egg and I immediately set mine
aside for kind Venerable Mother, please accept it from me. They
are still saying that they surely are not leaving
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us here during the holidays but they will take us with them to their
vacation home. It is very hot here, so the German and the English
sisters close their homes and go away for two months, this is the
reason why they keep saying we should go with them. I hear that
their old Parish priest wants to invite us too. He is also a blessed,
good soul. When I went to thank him for allowing us to stay with
the sisters, he said that we will always find a home there, anytime
and anything he can do to help us, he would do it with the biggest
joy. May the good Lord keep him long! Although he is very feeble,
if he says the mass, two boys have to lead him to the altar.
Thank the Lord we are well. All five of us send you our
hand kisses and to strengthen it we are shouting such a loud hurrah
that you will hear it in Szatmar. Please pray for us! I ask this
humbly,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1903, May 7th
Please give my respectful hand kisses to his Grace and the
Superior. Do not worry, I have not yet accepted the invitation, in
fact, I told them that we cannot go as I have to play the organ. The
sisters have things to do, but I would like to have dear Venerable
Mother’s opinion on this matter, what do you say?
12th letter

Ave Maria!

I mailed my last letter a week ago and I mentioned that
Parish priest N. Pannuska asked for three sisters, two for the school
and one to do housework, from the two one should know Croatian.
Now, I would like to add our petition, humbly asking the dear
Venerable Mother, if at all possible, please send us three more
sisters, our future requires this, the interest of our future also
requires this. Do you know, McKeesport
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is larger than Braddock, the majority of the Slovaks live there, who
can do much for our future, and it will be good also for the people
of Braddock, as they will be interested in starting with the
building.
I went yesterday with Sr. Gonzaga to McKeesport, to check
on the situation, the activities. With the salary it will be just like
here, nowhere do the sisters earn more than 20 dollars a month for
each teaching sister. They already bought the house for them, next
to the church, to which there is a side entry though the garden, so
you do not need to go out onto the street, this way there is no need
for a chapel. There are four rooms in the house, a nice big kitchen
and bathroom, it has gas lights and heating, it also has a small
garden, where the Parish priest planted all kinds of greens and
vegetables, saying this will be for the new economy. In my opinion
the prospects are better there than were here when we arrived.
There was a small catch with the transportation costs as they did
not count with that, but of course I struck the iron that this is
needed and I had to be very careful not to mention a word how our
fare was paid. Yesterday, when I was in McKeesport he
immediately brought up that they are willing to pay about 100
dollars to each sister to cover some of the transportation fees, he is
very nice and considerate towards us, he could not do enough for
us. He seems to be an enthusiastic, good priest, but he is very
Slavic. Which is immaterial if he only works for the glory of God
as we do, so there is no problem? We will only have a problem
with the prayers, we will have to check about some translations.
The good Lord will help with this too.
In respect to the candidates have you heard from Pest yet?
Our Reverend said that the government would like that the
candidates ready for learning should be sent back home and be
taught under government expenses. During this time they will fall
in love with our Hungarian homeland
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and would return with this love and would plant this love in the
heart of their students. I do not know if this will succeed, until now
I have not found many young women who are willing to send their
daughters back for the purpose of learning. They rather say, when
she is older, and has a desire, I do not mind if she becomes a nun!
Dear God, please help me to reach our goal as soon as possible!
How are you all doing at home? We are not feeling our best
right now. Last week Sr. Fridolin was sick, she got a cold and from
there had a horrible cough and fever. Thank God she got a little bit
better, now Sr. Wunibalda is feeling poorly. Last night she had
something like cholerine. We are lucky to have lots of home
medicaments as it is very hard to find a doctor here, especially one
that we can converse with. For Sr. Fridolin I called a Hungarian
doctor from another town, somebody called Ballagi, the younger
brother of Mor Ballagi who wrote that big German-Hungarian
dictionary. Sr. Hilda keeps herself the best. I do not know about Sr.
Gonzaga how long she will keep but right now she is quite well
and her stomach is in order too.
How is the weather at home? It is awful hot here, even now
it is hard to support. We sleep with open windows and doors, still
we sweat so much that we barely can sleep a bit before midnight.
We often have very big thunderstorms, like we have maybe three
or four all summer at home. Last night we thought the huge wind,
rain, lightning would carry us away with house and all, as we have
single paned windows everywhere and the walls are only one brick
thick.
Please give our respectful hand kisses to his Grace and the
Superior, to the dear sisters our most hearty sisterly greetings
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How is dear Esteemed Sr. Alexandrina? May the Lord have her on
the path of recovery. Please answer as soon as possible as the
Parish priest is waiting anxiously, and so are we about the
conditions, so we can communicate them.
Kissing your hands, conveying the same from the sisters, I
am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1903, May 28th
13th letter

Ave Maria

The card from Szekesfehervar addressed to me, arrived the
day before yesterday, that is June 17th, and the much awaited
valued letter. We celebrated the festivities of Pentecost quietly
among ourselves, nothing exceptional happened, our joy was that
Reverend said his first high mass on Pentecost, after nine long
weeks. He is still just dragging his foot, but at least he can do his
duties, does not need to ask for replacements, which is very costly
here.
They do not celebrate Corpus Christi here too much, we did
have a high mass in our church but nothing special in the others,
the children went to school, just as always, and since all Catholic
schools had classes in the afternoon, our children went too. Good
Lord! How our hearts ached thinking about the beautiful
procession on Corpus Christi at home.
Our confessor was sick, he was plagued by something
typhus like, we were very sorry for him, we visited him twice and
he was happy about that, but he deserves our sympathy as he is so
good to us, that we will never be able to thank him enough. May
the good Lord bless him and keep him in his devotion, as here a lot
of priests become grossly materialistic in their thinking, one’s heart
shrinks when hearing such stories and experiences, here in the free
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World. Please Lord protect us too. And do not let any of us to be
unfaithful to Him.
Today on the day of the Sacred Heart we were a bit
saddened as we could not go to communion. Alas, we have to
resign ourselves to this too. I cannot command the confessor when
he should come as he has lots to do and he is far away. We did not
have mass in our church either as the Reverend was not home.
With the help of the Good Lord we have by now 35
subscribers to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Herald and we have 40 to
45 members in the Society of the Sacred Heart, who have attended
the habitual prayer meeting on the first Friday of the month. Please
pray with me to the worshipful Sacred Heart, to give us His
blessing and allow us to obtain even more members for His
Society, who respect, love and adore Him.
On June 6th we had an important visitor. Wain, the
Hungarian Consul in Pennsylvania, who is going home to Pest for
a two month long vacation, looked us up, he left on the 15th. He
asked what message are we sending home to Hungary. He is a very
nice man, it seems he came to check us out so he can report about
us when he is home. If you go to Pest either in July or August
maybe dear Venerable Mother you could meet him.
Thank God we all are doing well and if the Good Lord
permits it, we will be able to skip the exams. The Reverend is
agreeable but I do not know what will the congregation say. We
started the teaching late, and besides, it took us some time until we
were familiar with the Slavic language.
Now something else, to satisfy our curiosity, as we wait for
dear Venerable Mother’s letter and with it the news, are you going
to give us some nuns for McKeesport or not? Every night we
wonder about this, and if yes, who will come? We guess, we talk,
and dear Venerable Mother is at home smiling, right? The last
letter gave us a little hope, if only
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would the mentioned girl enter. The building of the new house has
not started yet, the Honorable Bishop is not allowing it until the
land is paid up, which is very expensive here, they still need 3,000
dollars. Until then, while we do not have a large home, we cannot
take in any postulants as we have no room.
Many thanks for the good advice and warning. We
promise, as far as it depends on us, to endeavor to do everything
possible to be examples for the advancement of others and promote
the glory of God.
What are you all doing and how are our sisters? We greet
all of you heartily and give thanks for your interest in us, also ask
for your fervent prayers. Please pray for us in the future too, we are
greatly in need of the prayers by the pious souls.
Please give our respectful hand kisses to the Father
Superior and to His Grace. We think often of Father Superior,
especially if something presents itself. I experienced so many
things since we are here, maybe I would have never had
encountered this many in all my life at home.
The dear sisters are sending their grateful hand kisses to the
dear Venerable Mother, to which I include mine and remain in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, with grateful respect your far away spiritual
daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1903, June 19th.
14th letter
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
I started with great joy reading your very much awaited
dear lines, but then we were saddened when we read the contents
that for the time being you are not sending any sisters. No problem,
let it be the good Lord’s will, although we would have been so
happy
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if we could also have a companion house, but we will resign
ourselves in God’s will and dear Venerable Mother’s decision.
I started writing the letter already last week but could not
finish it earlier and since then many things happened. First, so we
finish the earlier subject, I will remark on our Reverend’s
statement. He said the following. “As happy as I was at the
beginning when I heard that they are requesting sisters in
McKeesport, now I am very happy that they are not coming. I
became aware of something, that if now new sisters should arrive,
once again there will be such fights and ensue such chaos, as never
before and before you came. Please ask your Provincial Superior in
my name too, to please wait one more year until things settle
down.” The sisters do not know this, they are still hoping to
receive new companion sisters and they also heard something from
the Reverend about the matter, so they asked me not to speak to the
Reverend and just keep asking dear Venerable Mother for sisters.
We cannot move a finger and he knows better about the situation,
so please make the arrangements as you see best, dear Venerable
Mother.
So let us go on! Thank the good Lord, we managed to
avoid the exams. We finished teaching on June 17th, on the 18th we
went on a excursion with the children to a park as it is the custom
here, not too far from Braddock, the same day as the English nuns
and nuns from two other orders. We ate our lunch in one place. It
was so beautiful to see sisters in four different habits in one place.
Here the different orders keep together much more than at home,
even if there are strangers they see each other as sisters. We
experienced this in Greensburg, where the Reverend sent us to a
beautiful celebration. It was in the St. Joseph Academyxviii under
the direction of the Daughters of St. Vincent. They dress as they
sisters in Graz do, but all in black, including their cornette.

62

which done in the same fashion. I went there gladly, as to get an
idea what they want and what they produce in such an exam. In
attendance were the Bishop of Pittsburgh, many priests, the parents
of the pupils and at least 40 different nuns from six different
orders. They received us so kindly that really felt good, we all had
lunch there, I mean the sisters, sitting next to each other, mixed as
we walked in to the dining room. It was a very good lunch,
although here they eat the tomatoes sliced raw with salt, of course
we did not want any and they were surprised at this and felt sorry
for us. The art exhibition was excellent, such beautiful paintings
one does not see often, not to mention the painting on porcelain!
We do not see this by us. The embroidery was not worth much, we
would not even exhibit something like this at home. The singing
and music was beautiful and good, but only older girls, 16 to 18
year old performed and one was an exceptionally good violinist.
We thanked the Reverend for the enjoyment as he paid for our
transportation costs, but it was very useful and a good learning
experience. And the beautiful house and church they have there,
that was something else!
Last month on the 8th the Catholic Slovak Women
Congress met in Freeland, they have 4,300 members and now our
Reverend is the president. It was planned that I will go with one of
the sisters for the following reason: The Reverend thought that it
would be a good idea to propose that each member should commit
a certain amount towards our convent. But as he had an important
burial, he was late at the meeting and the Pan-Slavs did much
damage. He left telling us that if there was hope, he would send a
telegram and we should travel with a council member at the
expense of the congregation. We waited in vain, there was no
telegram. You cannot imagine how excited the whole
congregation, wondering what was happening. He arrived home on
the night of the 14th
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and told us that until the last moment a few Pan-Slavs worked
against us. So he did not dare to send a telegram. Things changed
on Friday, they went so far that each member committed herself to
pay 2 cents monthly. “This is also something” says the Reverend,
this was the hardest step, now I am not afraid that the male
organization will not decide on something and they have 20,000
members.
Friday, that is the 3rd the Reverend announced that we will
receive important guests, the chairwoman and the secretary of the
organization have been sent out to be convinced that we really are
Slovak nuns, etc. They arrived Saturday night and lodged at the
house of a woman known by us, but Sunday morning the Reverend
asked me to invite them for lunch which I did. They were
honorable, good, intelligent women. We were happy to see them
and to talk to them, but we were very careful not to say a
Hungarian word. They were very happy to be convinced and
promised us to do everything to expedite the building. On Monday
we went with them to look for a place, which would be suitable, of
course, outside of the city next to some woods, they want to buy
something around 113 acresxix. At the end we had to laugh among
ourselves as we fit into being 13 experimental Slovaks, they still
allowed us that we could know Hungarian, because they said, we
would not be educated and prepared women if we knew only one
language. But they do press us with the prayers, we really need to
pray in Slovak, as they said, they will do everything for our
benefit, but they hope we will be the ones who will teach the faith
and religion, and their beloved Slovak language in the hearts of the
children and foment it. This is a hard task! But the good Lord will
help us. It might be good and I beg kindly dear Venerable Mother,
in the name of the Reverend too, that please translate the prayers at
home, as we do not have a Bishop that knows Slovak and thus, we
cannot have them officially approved. Maybe Father Daubner will
accept the task?
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The McKeesport parish priest is not home so I do not know
what he will reply to my letter. I wanted to go with the news as I
can tell him better than writing it, that is, in Slovak, but the
congregation did not allow it, I do not know where they heard
about it. They said the Parish priest does not deserve it, after he
offended us, maybe we could, but they never will forget it. They
are getting so jealous about us that one of these days they will put
us under a bell jar. How they reproached me even now as I
mentioned several times that, if possible, we go to Duquesne,
where the father confessor is, to teach the children a little
catechism and prayers. He asked us, and since he has been so good
to us, we will do it, of course with the approval of our Reverend.
Lately they brought forth why do we go there, whoever needs
nuns, should obtain them himself. They are not giving their nuns to
anybody, not even on loan. It is nice, right?
And then, the people in McKeesport are so envious of the
people in Duquesne, they say: we have everything, church, school
and house for the sisters and they are not coming, in Duquesne
there is nothing, still the sisters go there.
What are the dear ones at home doing? Enjoying the
wonderful vacation, right? Thank the good Lord we are feeling
fine. But it is awful hot, we nearly are melting. I do not know what
we will do during the retreat if it is this hot, in such heat it is nearly
impossible to pray.
Please give our many hearty greetings to the dear sisters
from all of us, also to his Grace and the Father Superior our
respectful hand kisses.
I nearly forgot to write about the beautiful celebration on
Sunday. On Thursday they paid their last bill on the debt they
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owed on the church. The Reverend announced it to the
congregation with joy and with the permission of the Bishop he
showed the bond letter to everybody while we sang Te Deum. This
was so touching and beautiful, that few eyes remained dry, Now
they hope that they can start the building of the school and our
home as soon as possible, but not the convent. This will be built by
all the Slovaks here in America, while the first two will be built by
the people in Braddock. They console us that when we arrived we
did not even have a hut but for compensation we will have two
beautiful houses. I will see what will happen.
Please do not be angry that I am scribbling about so many
things, but I think for less, it is not worth to pay the postage.
Please send the enclosed card to Father Hippich; he was so
kind to write a few lines in my brother’s letter and to send us two
small books.
Awaiting your letter as soon as possible, dear Venerable
Mother, we all five kiss your hands. Begging humbly for your
fervent prayers, your grateful spiritual daughter.
Braddock, 1903, July 8th.
Sr. Emerentiana
15th letter

Ave Maria!

Although we are only in the middle of July and your
precious saint day will be next month on the 5th, still we need to
hurry so that our good wishes, which spring from our true and
sincere hearts, should arrive at your loved and highly esteemed
Good Venerable Mother’s hand. We, the most faraway spiritual
daughters join with the ones at home, who are lucky to be able to
say the good wishes personally, would like to take this opportunity
to ask in fervent prayer that the Good Lord’s Sweet Heart should
bless, protect, support and strengthen you, and be of help in all
endeavors, here on earth,
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which should be lengthened in happiness and satisfaction. And up
there, in Heaven let it be reward in his Heart.
How are the good sisters? I know how happy the ones
taking the veil and the ones pronouncing their vows are!! Please
write to us how many took the veil and pronounced their vows, we
are very interested. Is the candidate from Pest in Szatmar or she
got scared that she has to come here?
I received today from the Provincial Superior of the
German nuns the news that we can go on the 22nd in the morning to
them, that evening will start our retreat. She writes that she would
have loved to see us a couple of days earlier so we could have
some rest, but even with best intentions she cannot do it as they are
so many of them, that she does not know where she will place
them, the first retreat started on the 12th lead by a Capuchin priest.
May the good Lord, as we are all healthy now, allow us to turn this
time of grace, into the benefit of our soul, and thus fortified
spiritually we can once again get down to the hard work ahead of
us. We ask humbly, please pray for us, I place all my hopes in the
fervent prayers of the good sisters.
How is the weather at home? Here it has cooled down a bit.
Yesterday and today we had such a big thunderstorm as we used to
have in Szatmar. Yesterday and today the lightning hit, we do not
know where, but after it hit, we heard the whistle for the
firefighters, but this is not news here so they do not broadcast
where it hit and what burnt down.
Do you have a lot of fruits at home? Here we see all kinds
of fruit, strawberries, blackberries, currants, plums, apples,
watermelons,
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cantaloupes, apricots, peaches, pineapples, bananas, lemons and
oranges, but they sell everything like at home the saffron. A small
wine glass of cherries is 5 cents, but they do not even weight it
completely, they figure 1 cent for a plum, 5 to 6 apricots cost 10
cents, a watermelon, if small 40, if larger 50 to 60 cents.
What more shall I write? Sr. Fridolin and Sr. Gonzaga go to
Duchesne three times a week: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
It is not totally to my liking but there is nothing we can do. We
promised, and I do not want to break my promise. The sisters go
happily and our good confessor deserves it as a return for the great
spiritual assistance he has given us. Of course, I thought I could go
every time accompanied by a sister, so they do not have to be
teaching now, but our Reverend was unwilling to tell me
beforehand when there will be a high mass? Why did he do this, I
do not know?! My duties here take precedence.
Thank the good Lord’s mercy, we recruited by now 54
members for the Sacred Heart Association and 40 prepaid
subscribers for the Slovak Herald. We started the customary prayer
meetings in June, by July we had a good number of people for
confessions to our great happiness. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
allow the members to be steadfast in their fervor and that with time
we can recruit more members for the Association.
Now all five of us wish you again a very happy Saint Day!
We send the kind sisters our hearty greetings, and we send his
Grace, our respectful hand kisses. And we ask humbly dear
Venerable Mother, to keep us in your loving goodwill and please
do not forget us.
We all kiss your hands.
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I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Braddock, 1903, July 15th
your grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana.
Just now did the mail bring dear Venerable Mother’s card.
We kiss your hands for it! From my last letter you learned, that the
Reverend does not regret that the sisters are not coming. I still have
not received a reply from the priest in McKeesport. I do not know
what he will say to this. I am very happy that Sr. Alexandrine is
beer, may the good Lord help her recuperate completely as soon as
possible. I imagine the surprise of Sr. Peregrin when she sees the
beautiful motherhouse! Please tell her that I send my hearty
greetings and she should not be angry at me that I came to
America. You will allow us to return home after 18 years for a
retreat, right?
16th letter

Ave Maria

Dear Good Venerable Mother!
Tuesday, that is on July 28th, we came home from the
retreat. We went on the 22nd to those dear souls, in the company of
our Reverend. That afternoon arrived the Reverend Father, his
name is Spiry, a Swiss, from the Chur region, at present a teacher
in Cleveland, where he came from to lead the retreat. He spoke
German very nicely, clearly, I was afraid that somebody would
come who would speak German with an English accent, which is
so hard to understand, but thank the Lord, we all understood him
well, even Sr. Wunibalda. But what shall I write dear Venerable
Mother about those blessed sisters? They greeted us kindly when
we arrived. The Provincial Superior was immediately there and
showed us the rooms where we would sleep and eat. At meditation
and prayer we were with the other sisters. The Superior from
Braddock
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with another nun from Braddock were assigned, to look after us
and to provide and serve us with all our needs. Please believe me
how surprised and impressed we were about their tireless attention
and courtesy, with which they watched even our thoughts, they
washed our dishes and cleaned, just that we could do our retreat
calmly and undisturbed. The Superior, Stanisla, the other
Hyacintha, none of them are young! The other nuns were also
thoughtful and kind towards us. Really, we saw much good and
righteous examples here, may the good Lord allow us to be the
same. As I know that dear Venerable Mother is interested in the
schedule of how they conduct a retreat here, I will describe it.
Wake up is at 5:00, 5:20 morning prayer and meditation, 5:50
mass, 6:25 second mass, 6:45 breakfast, 8:25 spiritual reading,
9:00 meditation, 10 to 10:15 Reflection, then free time for
recording, 11:00 Kempis and examination of conscience, 11:30
lunch and rest, 2:00 Officium, 2:30 Consideratio, 3:30 snack and
coffee with free time, 4:00 rosary, 4:45 meditation, 5:45
Reflection, 6:00 dinner and rest, 6:50 Officium, 7:10 benediction,
afterwards points to the morning meditation, this sometimes took
over hour and a half, then evening prayer. The chapel was
beautifully decorated and for the benediction the nuns sang very
nicely. Sr. Lucia, the Vicar, plays the organ and teaches the songs.
There were three who came for the first time, the Provincial
Superior, the Vicar and the teacher of the novices, Sr. Michaella,
who is very nice and humble soul.
At the end of the retreat, which finished with a nice
farewell lunch and the customary blessing, around 10 o’clock the
sisters received permission to talk for two hours, otherwise they
are silent the whole day, they can talk only between 1 and 2 and 7
to 8. They took us into their day room, where they received us with
great joy, as we would belong to them. Later the priest joined us
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and amused us with small anecdotes and adventures for nearly and
hour. He also included some jokes into his meditations, always
when it was thundering the worst and we were afraid of a
lightning, cheering us up. In principle he spoke very plainly and
clearly. In his confession he was so good and engaging, that
anybody could offer her heart up with total openness.
Before we left I asked the Provincial Superior how much
did we owe for our week long stay? To which with all seriousness,
but with such kindness she answered me: nothing, she will not
accept any money from us, if we had some dollars, she said, we
should save them as we will need them as a starting group, she
knew from their own experience the hardships from those early
years, if we wanted to do something, we should pray together an
Ave Maria for them. We will gladly do it as they deserve it.
We came home in the afternoon. Our Reverend
immediately announced that he was invited to a meeting about our
convent. We should pray that the Pan-Slavs do not start a quarrel.
As the Reverend returned with Father Denes, the Slovak Parish
priest from New York, who was also invited to the meeting, they
told us the following: “Since the Pan-Slavs gave a vote of no
confidence to Father Kazinczy and to us, they wanted the convent
to be close to them, from where they could dictate to us, because
they said they do not believe that we can or will train with body
and soul Slovak nuns. In this the priests on our side, who were
present in greater number did not agree and decided that the
convent will be in Braddock or near it and commanded the PanSlav priests to contribute to the construction, otherwise they will
not receive Slovak nuns, even though the congregation maintains
them in existence on the premise of getting
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nuns, if not, they can go where they want. The Reverends said that
we should be ready as they will come again to check and be
convinced of our Slovak knowledge. So we never know when and
where they listen to us. You see, this is our life! Otherwise we
cannot complain, our people are good to us and all honor us. We
cannot live without a cross, if not this, then something else which
would be even harder to bear, this way we trust in the will of the
Lord. He was with us until now and He will continue to watch over
us.
Thank the Lord we are quite well and are slowly getting
ready for the school year. The choir work is starting to be easier.
Father Denes gave me some instructions, he is a great musician,
and will send me more hymns and told me that all the hymns I
have in Hungarian, he will translate into Slovak, so I do not have
to tax my brain wondering where I will get more hymns. We greet
heartily the good sisters and ask for their fervent prayers.
To the dear Venerable Mother many hand kisses from
smoky Braddock. I am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus your grateful
spiritual daughter.
Braddock, 1903 August 3rd.
Sr. Emerentiana
Please give his Grace and the Father Superior our reverent
hand kisses. We receive the salary as during the year, 80 dollars a
month.
17th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Good Venerable Mother!
We received your kind lines, awaited day by day. Accept
my grateful hand kisses for it. All the more are we thankful for
your precious lines as we know how busy you are at this time, but
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still you took time off to write us a few lines. May the Lord bless
you for it! It feels so great when we can read your encouraging
lines!
We also are very happy about the new Pope!xx It seems the
ugly candidate did not like the Americas, so he did not even enter
the election. Regarding the construction, they cannot build our
house next to the church as there is not enough space. At first they
wanted it but the engineer immediately said that it was impossible.
Later they wanted to build our house there and the school farther
away, but I protested against it as then we would have to walk the
streets again. So they decided that our house and the school will be
built in one place, close to the church, and will have a chapel.
The second house would be our motherhouse and it will not
be in Braddock, but nearby where they will also build a nice public
church as it is the custom here. The last meeting in this matter will
be on September 15th in Philadelphia. We will see what they will
accomplish?! The Pan-Slavs are working hard against us but I trust
that the good Lord will watch over our concerns.
As far as the prayer is concerned, I will talk to the
Reverend about what we should do, and tell him to take care of the
translation.
Poor esteemed Sr. Alexandrine! She ended up in Číž?xxi
How horrible to be there! I do not know, will she like the food
there? May the good Lord allow her stay there beneficial to her
health, just as the teaching in Duquesne was for Sr. Fridolin and
Sr. Gonzaga. They look so well, thank the Lord, as I do not know
since when. I gave the message to the first and she said, she is very
sorry that she did not ask for it when she came here, as then she
could have saved it.
We start teaching on August 31st with a festive Veni Sancte
per our request. This is not the custom here,
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neither is the Te Deum. I do not know what will we do in the
school as it is still incredible hot, one can barely stand it.
We are sending many hearty greetings to the good sisters.
And we kiss the hands of the dear Venerable Mother. Asking for
your fervent prayers,
Braddock, 1903, August 25th
I am your grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana

18th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Good Venerable Mother!
The kind card you sent from Banská Štiavnica xxii on
October 13th arrived on October 27th, yesterday. Please receive our
grateful thanks. I just remembered that in three days it will be one
year since we took leave from our beloved colleagues and left our
dear motherhouse starting on our long journey, to at that time
unknown world. Dear Lord! All what we have experienced and
lived through since then!
But never mind! The Good Lord knows why things
happened, which really did not harm us, even when we did not
enjoy them.
The construction is resting for a time, although we thought
they will begin as they tore down the parish house, with the
purpose of starting the work soon. All for naught, the Reverend is
in the same state as we were last year, but our legs were healthy
while he has to limp along on many trips, sometimes several times
a day.
We have enough work for everybody but the good mood is
not missing, as long as none of us has some trouble. Sr. Fridolin is
feeling better, thank God! Last week she had such a terrible cough
that I was worried that it might be a bigger problem. I called
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a good doctor who calmed me, gave her a prescription which
helped her. Now she barely coughs. Would you believe that this
good soul not only did he not accept payment but even paid for the
medicine and even sent us ten dollars so that we could buy
whatever is needed. He has been asking ever since if we have
enough warm clothing because he felt very sorry for us as our
salary is so modest. I reassured him that we manage quite well and
that the other sisters do not receive a higher salary either, etc. As
you can see the Good Lord looks after us. I often think that we do
not deserve it.
On the 20th of this month we had confirmation which gave
us a lot of work, we were so busy that I did not even have time to
be afraid, but as soon as I saw all the priests lining up and I had to
go upstairs to direct the choir, my hand and feet started trembling. I
have never played the organ in front of so many priests, there were
fifteen including the Honorable Bishop. I did not have to be a
godmother as everybody chose whomever they wanted. Everything
turned out well, the Bishop even complimented the congregation,
saying he had not seen such organization in any other Slovak
parish.
Once again we are back into our old routine, we clean,
bake, cook, pray, teach. Yesterday was the first time I kneaded
bread, if you were here, dear Venerable Mother, I would offer
some but if you do come, which I hope, then I will bake you some
good national bread, not the American kind. It has gotten so cold
here that it feels good to sit in the heated room; yesterday it
snowed for the first time this year. One good thing here is that they
heat the churches so even if it is cold outside, once inside one
warms up. We can convince the children to attend daily mass with
the promise of a warm church, they cannot say, as they do at home,
Father, Mother will not let me go because I will catch a cold.
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Otherwise we are fine. How are our good sisters at home?
Are they all healthy? Is Sr. Alexandrine healthy again and is she
home now? May it be the Good Lord’s will that it might be so!
Please give our hearty greetings to all the sisters from all
five of us, accompanied by our request that they should pray for us
a lot. We are dwelling in our minds often with them, remembering
the past, especially the time when we left them.
We are sending our hand kisses to the Honorable Bishop
and Father Superior. – By the time you receive this letter, Dear
Venerable Mother you will be travelling to Szatmar and will make
us happy with a letter from there, right?
Kissing your kind hands, and asking for your fervent
prayers, I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your grateful
spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1903, October 28th
19th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother
First of all let me answer your letter of November 27th
which I was unable to do so far as we are very busy, especially
now, as we are baking a lot every night. It is the custom here that
the organist has to bring to every house before Christmas a plate of
Oplatkixxiii and our people did not want to miss out on these on
their Christmas Eve. It has been an old custom and although I did
not want to participate, they asked me so nicely that I could not
resist. They offered help which they do gladly.
Now the answer. I am happy that you liked the photograph.
As far as the construction is concerned
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they still have not started, The only reason being is that the
Reverend had plans prepared without consulting the congregation,
which they found too expensive and grandiose for a single person.
They would like to spend more on our home as they say, we are
five and maybe we will be even more. There is no talk about a
motherhouse. With the help of the Good Lord it will be built
outside of Braddock with clean air. If it would only our house, the
congregation says they collect the necessary material with their
own hands, but it concerns three buildings. And this is not a trivial
matter for such poor people. We were also very thankful for the
two month payment: July and August, as I was not counting with it
as this was customary in America. Everybody admires our good
people. We were very happy to learn that you all pray for us
together, may God bless and reward you for it! Even though I am
awaiting the books like the Jews the Messiah, they have not
arrived, as the kind Venerable Mother mentioned in the card of
November 4th, they have arrived in Hamburg some time ago, I
have been informed about this too but when will they be
forwarded, only God knows. I wish they would arrive by
Christmas. It would be a great joy! We received your letter of
November 15th with great happiness. The cold winter has also
arrived here, there is enough snow, ice and wind but we are not
cold although the heating was easier last year because we now heat
with coal, but still we heat our rooms well. We receive as much
coal as we need and it is delivered to our home. Our Slovaks really
look after us so that we do not catch a cold. The sacristan has
orders to provide us with enough coal and kindling. So that we do
not slip on the ice, ha has to salt the street from our home to the
church, which he does dutifully. We hear him stumbling around at
6 a.m. to clear the street by the time we go to church.
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Today there is a snow blizzard as we had last year on December
8th, my God what a terrible day we had. This year was easier as we
could attend more masses as they celebrated this day more, not like
before. We went to the English church to the 6:30 mass were we
received Holy Communion like every Sunday. At 9 we attended
with the children in our church and at 10:30 we had the High Mass,
at which the offertory was in Slovak, which I had translated and
the Reverend corrected but there were few mistakes. Don’t you
think I progressed?! I cannot believe myself that I am such a big
Slovak. To see such devotion and emotion on the faces of the
congregation and whey would not have exchanged all of Braddock
for the sight of their sisters praying in Slovak at the altar. They are
even happy to dream about us, as according to them it brings them
good luck. Not long ago a young woman told us that her son joined
the American army without her knowledge and consent and how
much she cried about it. She dreamt during the night that all five of
us came to visit and she told her household about her dream and
added that they will see, that her son would return because she
dreamt about us and lo and behold, he returned at noon. You
cannot imagine with what joy she told the story. They do not
bother us much, only when there is a pain or sorrow, then they
look us up or ask us to visit the sick. Otherwise they leave us in
peace.
On the 9th we had such a solar eclipse as I cannot remember
ever seeing before. Between 2 and 3 in the afternoon it was as dark
as night, all lamps were lit. – We still do not have a chapel but
have a warm church, although we would prefer the first. – Our
health thank the Good Lord has been satisfactory. Truth be told
right now we do not have time to be sickly. Is poor Sr. Anzelma
still sick? Oh! How sorry I am for her! The news that Sr.
Alexandrine is feeling better
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and that her wound is healing well made me happy. May the Lord
help both of the sisters get better.
As far as it concerns we remain steadfast, with the help of
the Good Lord, we promise Venerable Mother to promote his glory
in every way, in other words, to educate the children in
humbleness and fear of God, to save them from the wrong path.
We wish the dear sisters, together and individually a Merry
Christmas and a New Year and thank them for their fervent prayers
and ask for them in the future, as we also remember them in our
daily prayers, we think about them so dearly, as we spend time
reminiscing and talking about them. Alas, we do spend time in
their midst in our thoughts. Now I close my letter, sending many
hand kisses from the dear sisters, although they also wrote this
time. Remaining in the Scared Heart of Jesus, with many grateful
hand kisses,
Braddock, 1903, December 10th,
Your loving spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana.
20th letter
Dear Venerable Mother!
Today, December 14th we received the long awaited books.
I paid 3.83 dollar postage. The sisters will be very happy with the
handbooks, which I will hand over as gifts from the Venerable
Mother on Christmas Eve, as well as Sr. Cornel’s gifts of rosaries
for St. Nicholas Day. I already thanked His Excellency for the
books, we surely will make use of them. I am also grateful for the
veil ribbons and buttons and will send soon my payment, not only
for this but for other things as well. Next month I will prepare the
yearly accounts and will send it to the Venerable Mother. – We are
well, we have so much to do that we have no time to be bored or
sick.
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The cold is staying on so it is good that we are near to the church! I
do not know what we would do if we had to walk as much as we
did last year. – We sending many heartfelt greetings to the sisters,
we kiss Venerable Mother’s hand.
Braddock 1903, December 14th
Sr. Emerentiana
21st letter
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
We are awaiting your valued letter, but so far in vain, but
since today is January 16th I better give a sign of life and let you
know how we spent our Christmas. We finished with the baking of
the Oplatkis on December 21st. Our vacation was longer this year.
It started on the 19th and it ended on January 4th, which I did not
regret as we really needed it, we had enough to do here at home
and in the church. Thank the Good Lord we finished with
everything. We spent Christmas Eve merrily and it seems we were
good as Baby Jesus visited us with many gifts. To begin with, for
all the Oplatkis that the many trustees distributed we received
182.25 dollars. Of course, we also spent around 30 dollars, but still
we had 150 dollars net income. Our good doctor sent us again 5
dollars, and another one, 5 dollars, the congregation gave us a very
nice and big pendulum clock, and from others, kitchen utensils,
such as pots and such things. Nothing individually for which I was
grateful, and no useless knick knacks either. The sisters wrote
letters to Baby Jesus and since they asked for useful and necessary
items their wish was fulfilled, but their biggest joy and surprise
was the Handbook. I would have given a lot for Venerable Mother
to have seen their joy, mainly as it was from home and that is
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always even more appreciated. On the big day, that is the first day
of Christmas, all priests say three masses here, our church had the
first at 6 o’clock, the second at 9 and the third at 10:30, but this
year it was not as lengthy as last year, the first communion was not
held, it will be in the summer. The next day is not a holiday in
America, but we still had a High Mass at our church, as our
congregation tries to keep the customary holidays just as at home.
On New Year’s Eve we had a thanksgiving worship and the New
Year’s Day is also a holyday here. We started school on January
4th but on the same evening, Sr. Gonzaga had stomach troubles and
is in and out of bed ever since. It seems she has to go through this
once a year. She kept well until now. I had hopes that she was
going to be well. Now I am replacing her at school so now I have
no time left for anything else. I cannot even do the annual report
although I was all set to send it to the Venerable Mother. Please be
patient until I have time to prepare it.
Please be so kind and have somebody prepare a list with all
the names of the departed sisters since we left, as we would like to
send money for masses. We did not receive obituaries from every
convent and it is possible that we were not notified of all the
names. As soon as we received notice of a name, we did say the
prescribed prayers, etc. but were unable to have masses said which
bothers me, as we ourselves might not receive them although I
know we would need them once we are in purgatory.
Are you all in good health? May it be the Good Lord’s will!
What is the weather doing? Here we had until now a hard winter
and long lasting, such as never before. Today it is thawing and
raining
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still, so slippery that everybody who has to walk around can be
thankful if they do not break a leg. It is not a miracle if we hear
day after day a street car collision, as they seem to run on their
own on these slick rails and the conductors are unable to brake and
stop. Specially downhill.
Please give our respectful hand kisses to the Honorable
Bishop and the Father Superior as well as to the kind sisters, our
hearty sisterly greetings.
I am sending an American Catholic calendar, please show it
to Sr. Kunigunda, this is the way our acolytes are dressed. The
days of Lent are indicated with a fish, the holidays, of which they
are not many, are in red.
I am sending hand kisses from the sisters to the Venerable
Mother. And I ask for your fervent prayers in humbleness in all our
names and remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus with respectful with
hand kisses,
Braddock, 1904, January 20th
your spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana
I just got around today to finish the letter.
22nd letter
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
We received both your letters. Please accept our thankful
hand kisses for them. The first one made us very sad since it seems
that Venerable Mother is not willing to send sisters to McKeesport.
Dear Lord! How we awaited this year! Hoping that we would not
remain long orphans in this strange world, but that we would have
sisters, who would share with us in sorrow and happiness. Deep
down I have not given up hope but I trust in the promise of dear
Venerable Mother and so does the congregation in McKeesport as
well as their Parish priest.
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I am glad everybody is in good health at home. Thank God
I can write the same about us at the moment. We are all well, each
one of us is fulfilling her duties, we do not even notice the passage
of the day as the evening comes so fast.
Now though I write the same thing which I announced last
year. Our Reverend had to be operated on January 29th and has not
even been to church since then, the Sunday mass was celebrated by
a Benedictine priest, since Ash Wednesday we have an Italian
priest who is very punctual but since he does not speak Slovak,
poor soul, the worship of the Stations of the Cross has fallen on us
again. Sr. Gonzaga walks the Stations accompanied by an acolyte,
that is from one Station to the other, and I lead the choir. After the
Stations there is a blessing of the Sacrament, about which so the
congregation as us are very happy, this was impossible last year.
On Sundays we go to the Irishxxiv Church, to the new one, which
was finished not long ago, to the 6:30 mass, where we receive
Holy Communion with the English sisters. The main altar has the
statue of the Sacred Heart, flanked on the right by Saint Anthony,
on the left St. Vincent. When we first saw it we were very happy,
cannot imagine how it got there? I do not care how as long as it is
there and we see him and can pray to him for us and our beloved
sisters at home. There are two side altars, on the right the Virgin
Mary and on the left, St. Joseph. The whole church is beautiful, all
white and gold; the communion rail is white marble with gold
trimming, On the small gates, one has the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
the other Mary’s heart. The Stations of the Cross are also very
beautiful, not paintings but sculptures. The figures are
approximately 3 feet tall. I wonder what heavenly reward will the
person who had built such a beautiful home for the Good Lord be
given, and he paid from the first brick to the last vestment. This
gentleman is called Schwab. The son of poor workers
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who himself worked a lot in factories and can only thank his hard
work for his riches. He thanked this way the Good Lord and the
old Parish priest, who was his benefactor, for all the good he
received in his childhood.
As I was writing these lines, the parish priest from
McKeesport stopped by to enquire when the sisters were coming,
etc. He asked about the travel expenses but of course, I did not
mention how ours were paid; he budgets 100 dollars per sister for
travel expenses. I told him what dear Venerable Mother has written
us; but he is counting on your promise. He asked for your address
and said that he will write. He will write in German which really
surprises me since he is a big Pan-Slav. I joked with him that if
they do not build us our house soon, we all five will go to him and
he gladly accepted it, but I only said this in case he does not
receive nuns from home.
Now starts my bitter duties: I have to sing from morning till
night. First I have to prepare for the 40 hour devotion, immediately
after comes the Holy Week which is the test for the choir leader.
Alas, if this would be over!
Please give our respectful hand kisses to the Bishop, and to
the sisters, our sisterly greetings. To the Venerable Mother we are
sending our grateful hand kisses for the small cards you sent us, to
which I include mine and I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus
your grateful and obedient spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1904, March 3rd
23rd letter
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
The holidays are nearing and so I call on you, dear
Venerable Mother and our sisters to wish you all a happy Alleluia
in my and the sisters’ name.
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Did you receive my last letter I sent the 4th of this month?
What do you think of the Pan-Slav parish priest? Has he written
yet? Can we hope for new sisters? Dear God, if I just knew which
saint to besiege so that he would grant us our wish, I would gladly
do it?! Once again the lamp is lit in honor of St. Joseph, we will
see if he is as gracious towards us as last year, as I am convinced
that we can only thank him for our new closer home. This year I
am asking him that they start building as soon as possible, we will
see if he listens or not? How are you at home? Besides some small
headaches and colds, we are well. The cold is still going on,
although we had some warmer days, but we were not happy about
that as then it rained constantly, so much so, that there was
flooding in many places.
Our Reverend is better; he celebrated the Stations of the
Cross worship for the first time on the 9th of this month. He also
celebrated the low mass on Sunday; he also gave the sermon at the
High Mass, which was celebrated by the assistant priest. There
were lots of people at church. Poor people, they have not heard a
sermon for six weeks, so it was a great joy to see and hear their
spiritual pastor.
What else shall I write? We do not have the baking of the
hosts but instead we have singing and more singing! Decoration of
the church, decoration of the Holy Sepulcher, etc. Although we do
it gladly for the greater glory of God.
Is the Bishop better? Please give our hand kisses to him as
well as to the Father Superior. We greet the kind sisters and ask for
their fervent prayers, wishing everybody a joyful and happy
holiday, kissing Venerable Mother’s gracious hands your
American spiritual daughters, especially your very humble servant,
Braddock, PA, 1904, March 15th
Sr. Emerentiana
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24th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Good Venerable Mother
After a long pause I will sit down to write a letter to give
you a sign of life. Thank the Good Lord we are all well. It felt so
good to have a break after the two weeks of work. As you know,
first the 40 hours devotion, then the following week, the Holy
Week. Thank God all went well. The decoration of the Holy
Sepulcher went well and our congregation loved it, they willingly
pay without complaint all that is necessary for the decorations. The
lighting was done with colored bulbs which enhanced it. There
were so many confessions and communions during the 40 hour
devotion that we barely kept up with the baking of hosts and even
during the Holy Week we had many confessions. The Resurrection
was held just as at home since it was celebrated by the Reverend.
On Holy Thursday, Wain the Hungarian consul visited us
with Baron Giskra, the Austro-Hungarian Consulate secretary, the
latter works in Washington. He is getting ready to go home, so he
visited so he could report about us. He was very kind, asked a lot
of questions; it seemed he wanted to know about certain things.
Consul Wain was also very kind, we asked him to plead for sisters
for McKeesport, which he half promised. Upon leaving he
commented how happy he was that we had maintained our good
mood.
Our Reverend surprised us with a beautiful upright piano
before Easter, with the following words: “Please accept this from
me, I owe so much,” what exactly is owed he knows, we do not.
The Saturday after Easter he took us to Pittsburgh for the spring
flower show. This was something fantastic! The Australian and
Asian plants were gorgeous. There were so many things to see,
palms, but how large! At least 50 kinds of cacti,
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and so many beautiful blooming flowers and their arrangements!
Really, one thought we were in heaven! The best part was that we
could look around undisturbed, as well as in the zoo where he also
took us as there were not too many people at that time. At the zoo I
liked best the bears, all kinds of pheasants and the peacocks,
specially a white peacock with wonderful snow white feathers. He
bowed as if he was greeting us and turned around so we could
admire him from all sides.
The best news I will share now, that they started building
our house and according to the contract, they will finish with the
three buildings by October 1st: the school, the parish and our
house. – I could have answered your kind card from April 6th
earlier but I was waiting for this. The Reverend turned over the
whole matter to the Bishop who had his own contractor look over
the plans and the budget. Afterwards decided: It will be done so!
and it remained so. Now may the Good Lord give us good weather
as now it is raining all the time and it is so bitter cold that one is
amazed. On the 14th we had such a snow fall that the boys threw
snow balls just as in December. In such weather there are so many
sick that it is too much, but it is no wonder. There are days when
they call us to visit six patients because they believe that if the
sisters look at them they will improve immediately. One good
thing is that our congregation lives close together so we can visit
them easily.
Dear Venerable Mother, did you receive a letter from the
McKeesport parish priest? They finally started building as
Venerable Mother desired. Now nothing is lacking for you to send
us the sisters as promised, alas, can we count on that?

87

and will Venerable Mother accompany them here? It would be so
great! Dear Lord, will this really happen? We can hardly wait for
your kind lines. – I have written a lot, so I am closing my letter . –
Please pass on our heartfelt sisterly greetings to our dear
colleagues, with the request, that they remember us in their
prayers. I am offering all five of us to your motherly love, dear
Venerable Mother and I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with
many hand kisses,
Braddock, 1904, April 27th
your grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana
25th letter

Ave Maria!

We are awaiting your valued letter, very much so, but it
still has not arrived. So now I will write again to tell you about big
happenings here since my last letter. As I have mentioned before,
they started building our house and the work continues. But now
something came up that I never thought I had to go through.
Before we arrived here the Pan-Slav priests considered starting a
convent where they would prepare nuns modeled in their
philosophy and since the funds and the power were in their hands,
they started educating girls for this purpose. Now that the
congregation started to know us, there are two parties, one for us
and one for the Pan-Slavs. This month was the general meeting in
Yonkers, next to New York City, of the Slovak “Harmony”
Association, organized in the United States, which has 22,000
members, at which meeting they wanted to iron out the matter. Our
people asked me to go with one of the sisters to embarrass the PanSlavs, who wrote nice things about us when we arrived here, and to
take the motherhouse out of their hands. I talked the matter over
with the Reverend who said that we have to go by all means
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and the congregation will pay for the travel expenses and “I will go
with you.”
On May 16th we also invited by telegram so we could do
nothing else than go. I prepared myself to say something in Slovak
if it was needed and so it was. We were welcomed at our arrival in
New York by the priests on our side, who gave us a short synopsis
on how we had to behave. Sr. Gonzaga accompanied me. Among
the things they learned, was that some Pan-Slavs who speak
Hungarian will try to address us and with will catch us out, etc., so
we should never speak Hungarian with anybody. From there we
went to Yonkers, you can imagine dear Venerable Mother how we
felt!? When we entered in the room where there were around 250
big headed Slovaks and at least 15 – 20 priests, most of them PanSlavs. It was very noisy and people fighting. As soon as the
President noticed that we were there, he ordered silence and
invited us to the platform, so we could introduce ourselves.
Venerable Mother should have been there to see and listen to what
was happening. Our enemies were yelling just as they were crying
“crucify Him” to our Lord. We can still hear them! To which I got
so angry and enraged that I could have attacked them even if there
were twice as many. Our priests were afraid that I would lack
courage so they handled the proceedings differently and had Father
Haitinger speak in our name but it did not last long, they screamed
at him that it was enough, as he spoke longer than 5 minutes. They
sent us and the priests to another room so we could talk about our
business. Here too were some nice acts but we achieved that they
at least agreed to vote for the building of our motherhouse. The
next morning we had to go to the assembly and present our speech,
before we went into the hall I spoke to the above mentioned
Father, who is a very nice man and although he did not know us,
took our side, as if we were brothers and sisters, to listen to my
speech and check for mistakes or something that might be like
pouring oil on the fire.
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He said he could not have expressed it any better, I should just give
my speech. Once we arrived there they were yelling again, even
stomping with their feet, I do not know why? as we did not
question anything. The President ordered silence again and invited
us to the platform, and everybody who was on it, left, only the
President, a Priest, stayed and asked us to present our business, to
which they yelled again: “Let us hear them!” Please believe me, all
my fears disappeared, I stood there as if ignoring them although
my knees were shacking but the priests told me, that they could not
tell from my voice how strained I was. I spoke in a clear and loud
voice the reason why we came, etc. which caused such silence you
could hear a fly buzzing around. At the end our congregation
applauded me and you could see that the others were defeated, as
they did not expect this. I do not know myself how this happened
but the Good Lord helped. They voted us the motherhouse under
the following conditions that each member will contribute 50 to 60
cents annually, which means around 11,000 – 12,000 dollars and it
will be close to Braddock. The present house which is being built
will be the chapter house. Returning home we met one of the
famous Pan-Slav priests and we were introduced to him and he
spoke to me at length, suddenly he said to me: “Our newspapers
wrote about you that you were pure Hungarians and see, you speak
Slovak quite well.” To which I answered that what the newspapers
write about us does not hurt us, we came for the Good Lord and we
do not listen to the people. At this point he promised me to send us
the girls they were educating. So know I have to polish all my
Slovak knowledge so that we get these girls otherwise they will
turn their heads in such a way that we will never be able to work
with them. Please pray for us that we succeed in this endeavor as
thus we will win more souls for the Good Lord
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than by any other means, and we will be more useful to our nation
than by fighting with a sword, as this way the children of the
Slovaks living in the United States will be educated totally by us, a
great advantage will be that even the boys will be in our hands, so
we can instill in their hearts our spiritual beliefs. – The Pan-Slavs
are afraid of this and that is the reason why it is so difficult. But I
strongly trust the Good Lord! Although I know we have to work
and struggle for this tirelessly. Alas, let it be for the greater glory
of God! Soon there will be another priests’ meeting when they will
decide where to buy the land,
Are you sending sisters to McKeesport? Good Lord, we are
waiting for your letter as the Jews the Messiah! How are you
doing? We are well, thank God, our health is satisfactory. We are
keeping up with the retreats, we will hold them at the same place
as last year and they will start on July 20th. A great worry rolled off
my shoulders with this. One of these days we will have to go to the
Bishop and we will see what we can achieve there.
We all five are sending our greetings to our sisters and ask
for their fervent prayers. We are in need of their prayers, especially
now while our problems are not solved. Who knows how often we
will have to confront the Slovaks?
Awaiting the letter from Venerable Mother and offering
ourselves to her motherly love, kissing your hands in particular,
your grateful spiritual daughter,
Braddock, PA, 1904, May 25th
Sr. Emerentiana
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26th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
We received your long awaited kind card on June 3rd with
great joy. Now I know that dear Venerable Mother is at home and
is thinking about our problems. We are also praying that
everything will be in accordance to God’s will to our benefit.
Although we would be so happy if the sisters could arrive by fall
as dear Venerable Mother promised. – We went to see the Bishop
last week to inform him about our activities at the convention and
ask him at the same time, how would it be best to build the
motherhouse. The Reverend came with us. He proposed several
locations which he thought would be convenient, but asked if we
were expecting more sisters from home, as we are few and will be
unable to maintain two houses, to which I answered that Venerable
Mother promised us to send more sisters. We did this so we could
mention at the meeting the Honorable Bishop’s wish, and we could
come to an agreement with many Pan-Slav priests. – I wrote the
Slovak letters in the interest of the postulants, but so far we have
not received an answer. God knows what they are thinking? – The
last school day will be on the 24th of this month, after that the welldeserved vacation starts. We will celebrate the First Communion
on the 26th, this late so the children attend school regularly,
otherwise once they receive their First Communion they disperse
and only a few stay in school. This happens not only with us but in
all Catholic schools. This month I got two piano students, the
Good Lord will send me more; let us hope I have enough time to
teach them. I would like to send the sisters to some convent in
August so they can learn some pedagogy
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and they can practice their English. I would like to leave Sr.
Fridolin for the whole month and send a new sister every ten days,
so they would always be two of them. I will spend the money
donated to us privately. I believe dear Venerable Mother will agree
with me. Otherwise we will never be independent in the school and
will need a teacher next to us, whom I would like to eliminate next
year. I approached the Superior of the Mercy nuns who were our
benefactors about this matter, who strongly encouraged me that
their Provincial Superior will gladly help us. I have not yet
received an answer. We received today again a letter from a parish
priest asking for sisters for the Slovak congregations in the
Philadelphia Episcopate. Would we have some!
Dear Venerable Mother awaiting your letter we beg for
your fervent prayers. Sending sisterly greetings to our sisters, and
hand kisses for the Venerable Mother from all five of us, I am
closing my letter and remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your
grateful spiritual daughter,
Braddock, PA, 1904, June 5th
Sr. Emerentiana
27th letter

Ave Maria

Dear Venerable Mother!
Thank God! we finished our holy retreat, it was held by a
very pious Jesuit priest from New York; he was much stricter than
the one last year, but that is good! The sisters were as loving as last
year but we found them saddened as the Provincial Superior is sick
with throat cancer. She was operated on July 12th; she is a bit better
now but the doctors are surprised how well she is doing as it was
advanced. Only the fervent prayers of the blessed sisters keep her
alive; we are also praying assiduously for her as she was one of our
biggest benefactors, and I commend her to the fervent prayers of
the sisters at home.
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Sr. Fridolin is in Pittsburgh since August 1st at the Ursuline
Sisters to learn English and get familiar with the teaching system
here. Sr. Fridolin will stay there for the whole month and Sr.
Gonzaga for 13 days, then she will be replaced by Sr. Hilda for
another 13 days and I will send Sr. Wunibalda for a couple days
for some break. I just received a letter from Sr. Fridolin saying
they are feeling great. The sisters are as kind as possible; they have
classes in the morning and the afternoon and there is much
learning by heart but it is going quite well. Sr. Fridolin was afraid
about the coffee but it quite good, – she says “they are quite
pleased with each other, they with us and we with them, they
accept us as if we would belong to them and so, there is no
awkwardness.” We received our regular salary on August 1st just
as always, although I thought they would not do it as the poor souls
are in dire financial situation. The building is costing a lot and
there is very little work, many factories are idle and the ones
working do not pay as well as before. They say these hard times
come around every four years when there is a Presidential election.
It will last approximately until November when finally the
elections will take place and once again there will be peace and the
poor people will get work. The building is proceeding well, the
roofing is finished and gas and electricity are installed. They will
start plastering in a few days.
Once the house is finished I will describe how things are
built in America, now I have the chance to see and watch as we go
every day to see how far along they are.
To tell the truth I nearly forgot to write how wealthy we are
as we have 35 chickens, 5 big hens and one rooster. We received
the hens from a gypsy woman and the Reverend, who also had
built a henhouse for us, 24 of the chickens were born here, all of
them white, 4 were eaten by a rat and the Good Lord gave us 15 to
replace them.
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A young woman whose children we teach hatched them and she
brought them to us the day before, around 5 to 6 weeks old. Please
come and visit us so we can host you with some roast chicken, in
spite of our humble means.
I received the Slovak book of hymns a couple of days ago,
please accept my thankful hand kisses for it. We have enough of
these but I really would have preferred the old edition by
Zsasskovszky offered by Sr. Alcantara. Please do not be offended
by my honest statement. I hope you are all well, may the Good
Lord help that you are in good health at the arrival of this letter!
Please pass our hand kisses to the Bishop and the Father Superior.
We greet the kind sisters and ask them to pray for us and ask our
patron saint, Saint Vincent, to send us a few postulants.
Dear Venerable Mother we offer us to your motherly love
and ask for your fervent prayers. With many respectful hand kisses
I remain in the Heart of Jesus.
Braddock, PA, 1904, August 4th
Your grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana
28th letter

Ave Maria!

The McKeesport parish priest came by today about their
sisters. The congregation is really pressing him and he is ready for
any sacrifice to get sisters. I am enclosing his letter where he asks
dear Venerable Mother to be kind and send three sisters by fall. I
told him that at home, it is hard to do without well prepared
teachers, to which he answered, that I should write to dear
Venerable Mother that he needs one sister for the kitchen and two
who do not have to have a certificate, he would be content if one
could teach religion in Slovak and the other in
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Croatian. As you can see this makes things easier! Please be kind
enough to give us this happiness. By the time the much awaited
sisters arrive we can welcome them in our new home which is
being built with full force. The outside of the house is finished,
today they took down the scaffolding, inside they are working on
the chapel, the other rooms are being plastered, so if they work at
this speed I hope they will finish by September and we will move
in with great joy and we will expect, expect, the sisters and with
them dear Venerable Mother.
Did you receive my letter? How are you doing at home?
Thank the Lord we are fine, but I have to write a lot, mainly to the
Slovak priests concerning our motherhouse. The one in
McKeesport seems to be a very important person and he is
working on our behalf, he would like it if the motherhouse could
be located there, which is not an impossibility as the Bishop also
mentioned McKeesport as a location. – The meeting will be one of
these days where they will decide how and where they will build!
Please pray for us as there are many who are working against us!
Once again I beg dear Venerable Mother, in the name of
the Reverend of McKeesport, his congregation, and all of us,
please listen to our joint request! Perhaps you will find three sisters
who are willing to undertake this?! – But I will finish, may it be as
the Good Lord wishes.
Sending to the sisters our sisterly greetings, offering
ourselves to your prayers, with many respectful hand kisses,
Braddock, 1904, August 10th
Your grateful spiritual daughter Sr. Emerentiana
29th letter
From the McKeesport parish priest
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30th letter
Dear good Venerable Mother!

Ave Maria

Finally I am able to write a letter once again. I received
both of your valued letters, although their content saddened me a
little, that is, that there is no hope that we will receive nuns, so that
we and the parish priest from McKeesport are left as liars in front
of his congregation. I am convinced that dear Venerable Mother
would try to facilitate our lot, so I received your advice thankfully
and will write tomorrow to the Honorable Bishop and Father
Superior about this matter. – I am very ashamed now that we
promised them somebody for the school year and now there is
nothing. – Our parish priest feels ashamed to stand in front of the
people.
There are sad situations here among the priests, they
behave like cats and dogs with each other. One is sick to the heart
to see what they are willing to do for a tattered dollar instead of the
souls’ salvation. Respecting the exceptions, but there are few
among them, who are interested in the wellbeing of the people.
Once can say that in general, the sisters maintain the spirit in the
congregation not the priests.
Lately we received some sad news, as our blessed spiritual
confessor was transferred, by his request, to Perth Amboy, near
New York, as the local smoky air was very bad for his health. We
have a new one, also a dear elderly man, named Uhlyarik.
This year we had a visit from the Bishop, to inspect our
house matters. He spoke with each nun individually and was quite
upset that Sr. Fridolin and Sr. Hilda were not at home. If I had
known that this is the custom here, I would have sent for them.
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Each religious order receives such a visit every two years, to some
places the Bishop goes personally; I learned all this afterwards.
Thank the Lord! Everything was in order! We will try in the future
too so as not to lose God’s grace.
The nuns returned on the 30th and they learned a lot in such
a short time. I do not know how I will be able to thank the dear
souls for this! Now comes the best, please imagine that this year
the teaching is in English, which we started on the 6th, that is, Sr.
Gonzaga in the first grade will teach everything in English, even
religion, only the explanation is in Slovak. Sr. Hilda in the second
grade will teach reading and writing in English, and so that she
will not despair, I turned the mathematics over to the young
woman but she has to be present and learn the methods. Last year
she learned the reading this way and now she can take good
advantage of it. Sr. Fridolin commands well the English and she is
teaching both mathematics and geography in English. Here the
religion is in Slovak as the children receive their first communion
in this grade. In the fourth grade everything is in English, we only
receive one hour a day for Slovak, which I will teach. Besides this,
I have three piano students, one takes a full hour and the daughter
of the Russian priest, of whom both Sr. Fridolin and I are in
charge, they pay 5 dollars monthly. – Otherwise we are well, the
house is getting ready; they say we can move in around the 15 th of
October. May the Lord grant this! so that we do not have to bother
any more with the dirty coal, although I am afraid that we will
have to heat if the weather stays this cold today as yesterday.
I just noticed how impolite I have been, until now I just wrote
about ourselves and our problems and did not ask, how are our
colleagues at home? Please give them our greetings / hearty
greetings / with the request that they support us in the
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future too with their fervent prayers.
Offering myself to the dear Venerable Mother’s motherly
love and sending many respectful hand kisses from the dear sisters,
I remain in the Sacred Heart
Braddock, 1904, September 22nd
Your grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana
31st letter

Ave Maria!

I received your long awaited letter with joy, namely on November
12th. On the 13th was the blessing of our school’s corner stone. It
was not as we wished because the weather turned ugly just as we
started the procession from the church, a cold wind was blowing
and there was heavy sleet, so that we had to send the children
dressed in white and the acolytes home, so they would not catch a
cold. Eight priests took part in the consecration. Our house is still
not finished and I say, we will not move in before the New Year.
Not long ago I fought with everybody who had something to do
with it, they said the contract was signed stating that the house
would be ready by October 1st, but for two months we had no
money to pay the contractor the specified amounts, so they cannot
do anything; although there is so little work left that they could
easily finish in one week. I can boldly state and dear Venerable
Mother could do, that the people here are very attached to us and
are very kind towards us. May the Good Lord convince the His
Grace and the Father Superior of this. I do not believe that there
are any nuns anywhere without difficulties, and we also have our
crosses, but otherwise we might not deserve the heavenly crown!
Nobody receives it free, so we have to struggle, but the Good Lord
combines bitterness with joy. So we were very happy to read your
previous lines, and that we are a step closer to
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receiving nuns in the spring. – I told the parish priest in
McKeesport what you wrote; he is very sorry that they did not
come in the fall, but he pleads that you should definitely send them
for the spring; then our future establishment will be as certain as
two times two is four; he also said that if you do not believe it, he
will go to the Bishop and will ask for a document where they
commit themselves to take care of our future.
If the Good Lord wants it too, then we will soon receive
two postulants, but I do not even want to think about it as if I am
happy in advance, usually it does not happen. One of them would
be the sister of the abbot of Lőcse, Kompanyik, she seems very
nice and a good girl. She is in Pittsburgh at the Mercy hospital.
The English sisters are trying to lure her to themselves. The other
is recommended by a Slovak priest named Martincek, I have not
seen her yet.
What more shall I write? All is going well in the right path,
we teach, work, pray, if needed, we visit the sick, these are our
regular duties. Now that our parish priest left for two weeks, we
attend the Irish church, even for the Adoration, as it is forbidden to
leave the Sacrament in the tabernacle when the priest is not at
home. Thank God we are all healthy and we wish the same for our
colleagues at home.
We received the announcement of the death of the good Sr.
Mauritia Dt. and we are praying assiduously for her. May the Good
Lord give her peace! How is poor Sr. Clotilda? And the other good
sisters? Please be kind and give them our sisterly hearty greetings
and to offer us and our work to their fervent prayers. We are doing
the same.
To His Grace and to Father Superior we are sending our respectful
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hand kisses with our old request, which if they listen to it, I beg
humbly to please send a good soul who speaks Croatian, as this is
much needed in McKeesport.
Sr. Hilda today sent a letter to dear Venerable Mother’s
address. Please calm her as she believes that maybe I wrote to dear
Venerable Mother or Sr. Cyrilla that she wants to go back home.
Offering ourselves to your motherly love, we ask for your
fervent prayers.
With many hand kisses I remain in the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, your always obedient spiritual daughter
Braddock, PA, 1904, November 25th
Sr. Emerentiana
32nd letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1905, February 5th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your esteemed letter for which I thank you very
much, also the prayers; and the holy cards sent by His Grace.
Please pass on our thanks and respectful hand kisses. We were
very happy about the underserved remembrance. – Your letter
mailed on January 10th arrived on January 23rd as a saint day gift
and I was very happy about this, but most of all, as I perceived
dear Venerable Mother to be a little more reassured and also the
promise that in 1905 we will multiply, if this is also God Lord’s
wish. I received on February 3rd the dear lines written on January
18th which saddened me, as I see dear Venerable Mother is still
apprehensive and worries a lot about us, and you still have not
received my letter, which was twelve pages long and answered
each question and point as clearly as I could, although I mailed it
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on January 10th and even registered it. I started this letter on
Monday, February 5th, as your letter of January 23rd arrived, but in
the meantime I got sick, I had the flu which they call “gripe,” so I
continue today, Sunday, the 12th, and I have the free time as the
Reverend did not allow me to play, the two masses are going to be
silent and there will be no vespers, so that I will not catch a cold
and develop pneumonia, truthfully I am still a little weak and the
fever took its toll. I was very sorry for the sisters, one of the nights
I suddenly felt weak and started throwing up, so they run for a
doctor at midnight, Sr. Fridolin and Sr. Gonzaga, may the Lord
bless them for it. I truly did not deserve the deep sympathy and
pity. Our good people showed us, as always, how they love us.
Finally during the week your last letter arrived, without a
date, but I was very happy about it as I see dear Venerable Mother
is a bit more reassured. Thank the Lord for it! I was very sad
knowing how many sleepless nights were spent because of us, and
finally, as I wrote and the Germans say it too: “It is not so bad.” –
Dear Venerable Mother, it is me now who stands before you with a
humble request, if at all possible, please send us two or at least one
sister, as we will need them very much in September; as in the new
building we will have six rooms. We might even open a
kindergarten as we discussed with the Reverend, where we would
send Sr. Wunibalda, thus she will be content and be able to leave
the kitchen, although she has resigned herself to it.
Dear Venerable Mother the McKeesport parish priest
promised 100 dollars travel money for each sister and the previous
week we talked the matter over
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and he will bring it with the documents the week after Easter,
which I will forward from here, it will be hard to reject and under
this conditions to accept, as they will need money for the
furnishings, all this causes me uneasiness, as I would like the
sisters to receive everything they need. In my opinion, if I can
mention it, I believe the best would be if dear Venerable Mother
would accept the money sent from here and the government would
pay for our one or two nuns and the rest needed for the others. As
it will bother the Pan-Slavs on what money did we come here? But
until Easter I will think about it, how will it be best?!
I heard lately that the consul would like to stop the nuns
coming to McKeesport; and I really would not like it if he spoils
all our plans and future work after we finally reached our goal with
so much distress. It is true, as I always stated and still say, parish
priest Pannuska is a big Pan-Slav and they are afraid about the
nuns under him, but if necessary I will tell him, as I already did,
that we do not get involved in politics, the official language in the
school and church is Slovak and nobody can dictate or push us in
what language we converse and until now he agreed with me.
Later, when the nuns are here and he behaves differently, I will tell
him that he will lose the nuns as I will send them somewhere else,
he knows it well how many places asked for us and he knows how
long it took him to receive them… Overall, they say he is a good
priest.
If among the candidates there is one who knows both
Slovak and Croatian that would be right, and in this case it is not
necessary to be Croatian, and the other nuns could speak Slovak
and that would be really great. I am curious how many offered to
undertake this? May the Good Lord bless
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and strengthen them in their purpose!
Now something about us too. Thank the Lord, Sr. Fridolin
is improving, Sr. Gonzaga is completely well, Sr. Hilda maintains
herself, Sr. Wunibalda suffered a lot with her teeth, but she is
getting better, she goes to the dentist and I think by next week she
will be completely well. Her father died on January 13th and we
offer him to the prayers of the sisters.
Yesterday, that is on the 11th arrived wavering Emilia
Companyik, so we are seven now, I gave Mariska Csaszar the
number 1. She is a blessed good child, may the Good Lord give her
also grace in the future, then she will become a good nun. Emilia
will receive the number 2, but we will wait with this a little, as she
seems a bit languid.
If the Good Lord wants it too, we will move to our new
house in the coming month and so we will be slowly in order. We
cannot complain, they give us everything we ask for. We
purchased the furniture with the Reverend; he collected 150 dollars
for the altar. The chalices arrived and they are very nice. We
received the monstrance, the censer and the sanctuary lamp from a
countryman. Everybody received communion based on their
ability. – We also have to strive to meet the expectations for which
we were sent here. I ask the Good Lord’s help, as everywhere, but
especially here in this heathen world we have a great need for his
heavenly mercy.
I ask Dear Venerable Mother for her fervent prayers, also
the dear sisters whom we greet cordially, now not five but seven of
us.
With many respectful hand kisses I am in the Sacred Heart
lovingly your spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
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33rd letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
I am just answering your esteemed lines although I
received it a week ago, due to the following: first because of Sr.
Gonzaga who is suffering with lots of headaches, we went here and
there, took a lot of powders, liquids, pills, nothing helped. One of
the doctors recommended me to take her to an ophthalmologist;
maybe her eyes cause her the headaches. I did it and went to the
best ophthalmologist in Pittsburgh, who examined her eyes and
said that the inner optical nerves are damaged; gave her some eye
wash and some days, after which we have to go back to him, when
he will examine her again and give her glasses. All this happened
on the 6th and now she is wearing her glasses and feels a bit better,
although the doctor said it will take 6 or 7 weeks until she is
completely well. He did not accept anything for his troubles and
examinations, may the Lord bless him for it! We only had to pay
for the medicine and the glasses. He is Catholic and as such, he
never accepts payment from the nuns, as many have told us.
The second, Sr. Fridolin who has hemorrhoids, and
although the attending doctor told us that there is no danger, I still
was worried, so on Saturday I went with her to a specialist, Dr.
Werder who examined her, gave her a salve, which she needs to
smear on three times a day and we will return to him on Saturday,
if there is no total recovery by then, she needs to have an
operation. The one good thing is that they are staying on their feet;
otherwise we would have to close the school, as on top of
everything the English teacher resigned and the Reverend could
only find right away a young instructor.
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The third, I was waiting for the postulants, but only one
came, that is Mariska Csaszar about whom I wrote to Sr.
Alcantara. I ask dear Venerable Mother to give her a number, so
she can mark her clothes. She is a good soul, seems to be diligent
and now she is 22 years old. The other postulant, Emilia
Companyik got scared by her relatives, who threatened her that if
she came, they would call the police to take her away, which they
can do as she is not yet 21 years old. Now she is very sorry about
her actions as she wrote to me and ask for forgiveness; it is
possible that she might come.
Now follows my response to your always esteemed lines,
which is very hard to do this time.
We are still not in our new home, the winter is terrible and
although they heat it whenever possible, still it goes very slow as
everything freezes under their hands. Truthfully I am not urging
them either as I am afraid of the new place in this horrible cold,
that it should not harm any of us, the good Lord has sent us enough
troubles, so we should just bear those.
As far as Sr. Hilda’s letter and what she wrote to dear
Venerable Mother, I only know as much as I could read from your
esteemed lines. It is true that the congregation is very attached to
us and loves us, as I always mentioned.
As far as the parish priest is concerned, I can write that he
is like most of the priests at home, there are better and worse, here
too. That he is not as mindful a priest as he should be, first of all he
is young, he never had to deal with nuns, he did not even know
how to address us or what he should do with us. Otherwise he does
not have a bad will towards us and he gives us what we need, and
what is most important, he thinks highly of us and says so to the
congregation. – Sometimes suddenly, but dear God! is there such a
priest at home, from whom the nuns do not have to swallow
something once in a while.

106

So are we also; but afterwards he does not know what to do out of
kindness and goodness. The reason why I did not write about the
matter to dear Venerable Mother was because I was distressed, as I
knew how many sleepless nights Sr. Hilda caused you, dear
Venerable Mother. And the matter is not that bad; I know that at
home many of the nuns have to suffer so much more and we did
not come here for Reverend Kazinczy so I do not think we should
abandon our sacrifice because of him. We will not find salvation
without suffering, we do not suffer from lack of material goods,
and we receive the trust, appreciation and love love of the people
(which is important as it is the reason why we were sent here.) We
have an ordinary confessor, an old devout priest; for exceptional
confessions we have a capuchin, a very good and saintly priest, the
German provincial superior got it for us, as he has been their
ordinary confessor for years. We go in normal circumstances three
times to Holy Communion and in each occasion the reverend gives
us communion at 7 o’clock. The aforementioned two week
absence, I have to say that he did it with the permission of the
Bishop. Truthfully, it felt terrible that we did not have the
Sacrament in the church, but as they said: it is the law, I was not
satisfied with this so I researched if this was true, but everybody
said yes. The German sisters remarked that when their priest leaves
for a week there is no Sacrament in the church, although he is an
exemplary priest in the whole diocese. So I resigned myself and we
went to the Irish church for Adoration. The whole matter really
bothers me now as I know how anxious dear Venerable Mother is
and how you worry about us?! I also reproach myself that I could
not bear it better and spoke up, although it would have been better
to keep silent.
I have not heard what kind of a priest is the parish priest
from McKeesport, as far as I know him, he does not seem bad, but
he is a strong Pan-Slav, if he could,
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he would eat all Hungarians. I do not know more about him. – He
will gladly send the costs for the travel, but needs to know for sure,
when does it have to be there and when can the sisters come. – He
himself mentioned the contract and he will have it signed by the
Bishop. As soon as I have some time, I will go and see him, or will
call him here and will give him dear Venerable Mother’s message.
Perhaps until then there will be a Croatian sister who will
volunteer, as Sr. Gonzaga knows Croatian, but then whom do I
place in the first grade, then they will not learn any Slovak
anymore?! but everything in English. I beg the Good Lord to send
us capable candidates and would He be gracious and listen to my
humble prayers, At home, please be kind and pray for this too.
How did dear Venerable Mother and everybody spend the
Christmas holidays? Our Child Jesus would have been very
generous, if just our health would be better.
Poor Sr. Clotilde? Lord, we do not know where we are
going! I do not know the young sisters but I am sorry about it,
although they are better off, they will arrive in the hereafter with
fewer responsibilities. – Sr. Remigia also seems to be suffering a
lot, since when is she sick, poor one!
On December 15th the young Bishopxxv buried the old Irish
parish priest, our neighbor, who often was very good to us. May
the Lord give him peace! A week later the old Bishop. We
received three invitations but as we had so much to do, only Sr.
Fridolin and I went. I can say, it was so modest and at the same
time, impressive, as we have not seen before. There were 7
bishops, 400 priests, at least 300 nuns, but maybe more. The late
Bishop was on a bier during the mass, each bishop said the
absolution over him afterwards, and once finished, all priests and
nuns viewed him, and he was as peaceful as he would be asleep.
As
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everybody was leaving, they placed him in the casket and took him
to his resting place.
Now I wrote a lot, so I will be closing my lines. I beg dear
Venerable Mother to be at ease; I am including here the
congregation’s declaration concerning the parish priest, that “since
the sisters are here, the parish priest has reformed.”
Offering ourselves to the dear sister’s fervent prayers, we
are sending them many warm sisterly greetings from the cold
smoky Braddock.
Please give our hand kisses to the Honorable Bishop and
Father Superior.
I nearly forgot to write that the beautiful statue of the
Virgin Mary arrived just before the New Year; it is incredible
beautiful, although I think it will be too big for our chapel. The
poor man ordered the most beautiful, the biggest one to make us
happy.
Asking for your motherly love also in the future, I remain,
reporting hand kisses from everybody, in the Sacred Heart of
Jesus.
Braddock, PA, 1905, January 10th
Your grateful spiritual daughter, Sr. Emerentiana
34th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your esteemed card, which arrived on March
30 , also your letter, which the post brought on April 5th, and I
hope dear Venerable Mother received my information in the
meantime.
th

I was very surprised by the death of His Grace, we will
pray for him. May the Good Lord give him peace! I was just going
to write for his saint day when your esteemed card arrived, from
which I read, if the Good Lord desires; he will celebrate it in
heaven.
Dear Venerable Mother I have known for a long time that the
relation between the two priests, Pannuska and Kovacs is tense. It
is not news here.
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Parish priest Pannuska came to see me about this and complained
about Kovacs, who threatened him that he will not receive nuns.,
but I thought it was just some sneering and as Pannuska told him,
“please do not be angry because I am getting some nuns who can
speak Slovak, go and ask for some Hungarians.” It will not be
good if they do not come for the next school year, as once again
we all will stand as liars, and also, it would be a detriment as far as
it concerns our motherhouse, if the sisters do not come. The people
are expecting them as the redemption, but even more so is the
parish priest. He is planning to come in the next few days in
relation to the money and the documents. I do not think that the
consul will obstruct and so the government will have no objections
either. – Dear Venerable Mother, I beg you, please do not shame
us and leave us as liars! I already told parish priest Pannuska not to
involve the sisters in any political matter or into spreading the PanSlavic movement, otherwise I will not leave the nuns with him, not
even for an hour. He will be afraid of this, as he knows well, how
many places requested the nuns and if they leave, he will also have
to leave.
Being after the holidays, I will also write, that thank the
Lord we are over them. Many things gathered together at the same
time. The furnishings, the preparation of the Saint Sepulcher, and
the many hymns! We spent the holidays, thank the Lord, happy
and in good health.
Now let me write something about our new home, I know
dear Venerable Mother is interested. In front of our house there is a
large porch which will be closed in with glass and heated in the
winter, then there is a double door, an antechamber they call it a
hall here, covered by a wall to wall rug, as is the staircase and the
upstairs gangway. It is like this here, everywhere, as the
floorboards are very thin and not tightly set, so the wind would
come through, so the people die from rheumatoid fever,
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which is a common disease. From the street door to the right there
is a guest room, from which opens the chapel, which unfortunately
is still not finished. The altar is very slow in being done. From the
street door to the right is the music room and next to it the day
room, for which we received a beautiful table, with pretty chairs,
bookcase, a tallboy, a sewing machine and a sofa. After this there
is a dining room. Here we have everything we need, nice flatware,
twelve, bought for us by a benefactress. From here we go to the
hallway and to the left is the kitchen. Here the stove is fantastically
nice. Half of it is gas, the other coal, so if there is a problem with
one, we have the other. To the left of the kitchen is the laundry
room, of course, both concrete. Upstairs there is a large bedroom,
in which they build for the five of us, separate cells, which is very
practical as here in the dirty Braddock we could not keep up with
the washing of curtains. Here everybody has a bed, chair, cupboard
and a small wash table. From the bedroom opens one door to the
bathroom, next to the other door there is a small prayer room.
From the bathroom you reach the postulants room, but there is
another entry too; it is a large room, half of it is their bedroom, the
other half is furnished as a day room. Each sister has a bed with an
electric ringer, if one or the other does not feel well and lies down,
if they need anything they can ring and somebody can go upstairs
immediately. The floor in the rooms is painted but we received
rugs for each of us. The kitchen and the bathroom have something
they call here linoleum, a very expensive material, but very
durable. I can say in one word, our home is very nice and pretty.
The English sisters said that we waited long and suffered much,
but it was worth it. If only the chapel would be finished, we would
be so happy and we will forget everything we lived through. And if
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the good Lord would give us good health, peace and love, then our
little house will be a little paradise.
How are the good sisters at home? Please give them our
hearty greetings and our hand kisses to Father Superior, with the
request that he helps dear Venerable Mother so that the sisters
could be sent as soon as possible, that is, to bring them, we have a
place to receive you! Dear God! How great would be our joy, will I
live long enough to see that once?!
I humbly request, please send us through Sr. Cornel at least
6 to 8 bolts of veil ribbon, 12 to 24 dozen collar buttons, I will
gladly send the money for this. I cannot find it here anywhere. But
if the good Lord allows it, maybe we will be dressing the two
postulants, who are behaving very well, so we will need these
things. If I order it through a merchant, the duty would be high at
customs.
Now comes to my mind that nobody told us about poor
good Sr. Veronika’s death, we read it in the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Newsletter, that this blessed good soul is celebrating Easter in the
heavenly abode. Poor one, she had to wait long for our prayers – if
she needed them at all!
Asking for your fervent prayers, offering myself to your
motherly love, I send the hand kisses of the sisters and close my
letter. I am in the love of Jesus with many thankful hand kisses
your obedient spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, PA, 1905, April 25th
Our address: Sisters of Vincent de Paul,
Braddock, Ave 1137 North America
Braddock, Pa
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35th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother! Your dear letter of April 24th just
arrived, which saddened me immensely. Dear Lord! So we are
once again left as liars? I do not know how I will tell the parish
priest, who was here on the 6th about the documents and left to go
to the Bishop in this matter, and which he will bring back this or
next week with the travel costs, so I can send them to dear
Venerable Mother.
So now we cannot do anything, I relied on dear Venerable
Mother’s words and I was sure that it would happen, and even
now, I am not losing my trust, maybe the Good Lord will soften
your noble heart and will help us out of the trouble. I believe by
now you received my long letter where I wrote in detail the
happenings here!! If I have to tell the truth, Kovacs does not get
along for long with any of his priestly colleagues, may they be
Hungarian or Slovak, they berate each other so horribly in the
newspaper that nobody comes out well. I do not know well either
Kovacs or Pannuska; I can only say that in our matter, it really
would hurt us if dear Venerable Mother waits another year with
sending the nuns. The Pan-Slav priest will take over the education
of our children and thus finish with our work, and with it, the
talked about motherhouse. About us, only that thank the Lord we
are healthy, and we wish the same to our sisters at home,
requesting at the same time their fervent prayers.
Dear Venerable Mother, I humbly beg you to please help us
and not withdraw your motherly love from us, who are left to
ourselves in this foreign land.
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Kissing your hands your grateful spiritual daughter
Braddock, PA, 1905, May 9th
Sr. Emerentiana
36th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear good Venerable Mother!
I hope by now you have received both of my letters, and as
I mentioned in them, I am attaching the documents approved by
our Bishop, which I received yesterday evening, the 20th from the
parish priest. I will send the money either Tuesday or Wednesday.
Dear Venerable Mother, I beg so humbly and nicely, as it is
possible, please send the nuns, I would love best, although I do not
dare to write it, if dear Venerable Mother would come with them.
There is so much on my heart which I cannot put on paper; as for
nothing, we cannot be or live anywhere without a cross. If you
could be merciful towards us, if nothing else, send us a sister, and
if the government does not pay for the travel expenses, somehow I
will find the money and send it. Last week I met parish priest
Kovacs who told me he will do everything to stop the sisters
coming and when I asked him about the reason, he said that he
fears for his congregation, specifically he told me that we lured
some of his Hungarian families to the Slovak church, which is not
true. – I do not think this is reason enough to let the souls of
several hundred children fall into perdition. If the government
worries about the nuns with parish priest Pannuska, I can let them
live with us and have them go in the morning to McKeesport on
school days and return home at night.
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The parochial missions start here on June 4th, first they
were going to be held either July or August, and at their end we
wanted to have the postulants taking the habit so it would be more
festive and memorable an occasion. I do not know if we will
succeed now that the plan changed? We finish the school year on
June 2nd. We will not have public tests; only the Reverend will go
to each class and question the children. I will write about the
results.
Repeating my humble request, offering myself to your
fervent prayers. We are are sending sisterly greetings to the good
sisters; kissing the hands of dear Venerable Mother and I remain in
the Heart of Jesus,
Your grateful spiritual daughter,
Braddock, PA, 1905, May 21st.
Sr. Emerentiana
37th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
Today, on Pentecost Monday I am writing these lines to let
you know with great joy, that with Gods mercy we lived to see the
long awaited day, that is, the first pronouncing their vows, which
happened yesterday on Pentecost with great ceremony. The two
new sisters received the names of Vincentia and Michaela, so that
our founder would protect her and as a dear Father, looking down
on us from heaven and with his powerful patronage bring about in
us all the mercy we need. We gave Michaela as it is the patron
saint of our church, so that He might be our protector and our
patron saint. Now I will comment that here the pronouncing of the
vows differs from the way it is done at home. Our Reverent did go
to the Bishop and asked for permission for the ceremony
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and he said he would not allow it until he spoke with the
postulants. The next day as he could not come himself, he sent the
parish priest for the Germans and he was accompanied by a
missionary priest and wanted to talk to each postulant alone. They
had around 25 to 30 questions, wanting to know among other
things, if they are the legitimate children of their parents, if they
are not from mixed marriagesxxvi, did they have mental illness or
consumption in the family, did somebody force them into the
profession, where did they live until now, how many confessors
they had and who, how much money did they bring? And much
more. At the end they had to write a letter of mutual concessions
where they committed themselves, that in case they left or they
were dismissed, they were not going to ask for their salary for the
work they did for us. This is important as here in the nasty
America, they do not even take a step for free, it can easily happen
and it has happened, that is the reason why the Bishop requests it.
Please listen and be amazed at the Good Lord’s grace towards us!!!
The two missionary Redemptorist priests, one of which was
confessor for many years to the sisters in Gumpendorf and really
liked them, arrived here a year ago. He received orders from Rome
to come to do the Slovak mission. He was delighted to see us,
because he said we are the first from our order, he conducted the
ceremony and he talked beautifully to the two candidates, and the
young women, encouraging them to follow the example in front of
them, and to the parents, not to hinder if their daughters wanted to
join, expounding on this exalted profession and praising our order.
May the Good Lord grant that his words take seed.
Thursday, the 15th the mission ended and the blessed priest asked
his superiors for permission to conduct our retreat, so will start it
on Friday in
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God’s name. This was a great worry, as the candidates only did a
retreat with me before pronouncing the vows and I really wanted a
priest who could speak Slovak, but from where? Lo and behold,
the Good Lord arranges all our matters and helps us in our
troubles. This blessed priest knows our rules and all the minutiae,
which is great as he does not need to study them, and will do
gladly three lectures in Slovak for the novices, who will come in,
the rest will be in German.
The mission is going well, every time there are between
400 to 500 people, evenings 600 to 700; they partake in good
numbers in the sacraments, at the end I will let you know how
many received communion as we count the hosts we give out for
consecration. We are on our feet from 4 o’clock in the morning
until 10 to 10:30 at night, because of the workers, our first mass is
at 4:45, evenings we have the rosary, homily, benediction and this
starts at 7:30. Afterwards retreat, we really are exhausted, but I
hope the Good Lord will help us and it will not cause harm to any
of us.
I am enclosing Sr. Fridolin’s letter, which she wrote to dear
Venerable Mother under orders of her mother. If possible could
you be kind and talk with the Reverend Rector in her behalf. The
poor soul gets a lot of reproaches from home, that she escaped
from them, only the Good Lord knows of what else they accuse.
Did you receive my letters and money? I received your dear
card and I can only play my old tune, please be kind and if at all
possible, send us the sisters!
I will write soon and until then, I beg the good sisters,
please pray for us, now not for the five of us, but for us seven and
ask the Good Lord to send us English speaking candidates so that
we will be able to care of the school by ourselves.
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Dear Venerable Mother, asking for your motherly love and
blessing for the two new sisters, I remain in the love of the Sacred
Heart
Braddock, PA, 1905, June 12th
Your grateful and obedient spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
38th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
Receiving your kind lines, I hurry with the answer. The
best would be to go personally to the consul in Pittsburgh,
otherwise I will have to wait until I speak with Mr. Sebo to learn
what they cooked up in New York Denes, Perenyi, t he consul
there, and maybe our Reverend, who is also there as he had to go
in our matter to the women’s meeting?! I believe nothing good will
come out, it will be what the Lord wants. It will be good for our
matter, everybody agrees, but as they say, they will obstruct
granting sisters to Pannuska.
Once again two priests asked for sisters and I directed them
to dear Venerable Mother, one of them is Haitinger, the other is
called Tomcsanyi.
Today, on the 21st, day of Saint Aloysius, we finished our
retreat. The Reverend really did everything possible to satisfy our
needs and strengthen us in the love of God. The daily schedule was
the following: wake up in the morning at 4 o’clock, mass at 5, first
meditation at 6, breakfast, then at 7 cleaning of the house, reading
from Thomas à Kempis, done under the direction of the Reverend
who gave explanations, at 9, from 10 to 11 second meditation,
11:45 examination of conscience, prayer and lunch, 2 o’clock
,prayer of the rosary, 2:30 Kempis as at 9, from 3 to 4 conference,
5 to 6 meditation, afterwards just as at noon, examination of
conscience, prayer
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dinner, at 8 points for the morning meditation, afterwards evening
prayers and going to bed. We had to go the church for the mass
and the noon and evening visit to the sacrament as our chapel is
not yet finished. The meditations at 6, 3 and 8 were in Slovak, to
which the novices came, the rest was in German. This was a time
of such grace for us and I do not know how to thank the Lord, who
takes such care of us and helps me out in all my troubles?! I know
I can thank the sisters for their fervent prayers to receive such
mercy and so I ask that they continue to pray for us, we need it
very much. We also ask the blessing of Jesus on our whole
congregation and each of its members.
I will share another happy news with dear Venerable
Mother, on the 18th our stations of the cross arrived, which I
ordered in May from Lyon. It is incredibly beautiful. It cost 125
dollars, a relief. Immediately the blessed Reverend went to the
Bishop to ask for permission to bless it and the customary
pilgrimage, which he gave. All the papers arrived on Monday and
in the afternoon the Reverend blessed it with great ceremony,
afterwards we did the meditation of the stations with him, first time
in our chapel. Everybody who sees and hears about it, comments
that we are very lucky in this too, as in most cases one has to wait
one or two years until receiving the permission.
Sr. Fridolin was once again not well, I went with her to the
doctor who said there is a blood blister at the end of the rectum,
which he lanced and ordered the old treatment, now thank the Lord
she is a little better. The others, thank the Good Lord are relatively
well. We suffer a lot from the heat as it is terrible hot, but there is
nothing else but to bear it as the Lord sends it.
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Nearly forgot to write that during the mission nearly 2,000
received communion. The priests were very satisfied. The people
also liked them very much; their leave taking was very emotional.
There were sobs and much crying. If the good Lord wishes it too,
there will be a renewal of the mission in December. One of the
priests promised to find us an English speaking candidate. May
dear Jesus grant us this! We really need a few of them. We will not
have the school totally in our hands until we can place one or two
teachers who finished their studies here.
I close my letter awaiting dear Venerable Mother lines.
Requesting your fervent prayers, not only for myself but for my
colleagues, who kiss your hands, – to which I attach mine and I am
in the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Braddock, PA, 1905, June 21st
your grateful and obedient spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
39th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother
I received your dear letter, which you graciously sent from
Munkacs. In the meantime I thought my letter had arrived home
and so you knew the answer regarding the money. Reverend
Pannuska will receive from me the 300 dollars and then all will be
in order. I believed he will be very angry, I was really scared, but
until now he has not done anything, he has neither written nor
came by here. I do not know what will happen in the future? One
thing for sure, the government did harm us a lot, this is the end of
our motherhouse! But the Good Lord will help us as he helps the
other sisters.
I can write with great happiness, that we lived to see the
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blissful day, finally, since September 16th we have the Eucharist in
our home, that day the Reverend said the first mass in our small
chapel, but in secret, as we have not had the public blessing yet. I
can say this was my happiest day in America! Dear Lord, how we
waited and yearned for this day and nearly after three long years
we lived to see it. We will appreciate even more this great blessing.
I received the requested books, buttons and veil ribbon, but
not the bill; please send it as I would like to pay as soon as
possible.
Thank the Lord lately we are quite well, we are working
hard at the school. There are a lot of children, with the exception of
the 4th grade. There are 24 in it; the 3rd grade has 56, in the 2nd 60,
in the 1st in the average 150. I sent Sr. Wunibalda to help out Sr.
Gonzaga, although she had a hard time agreeing as she is afraid of
the English, but slowly she is learning. I gave her time to think it
over but then she decided for the school instead of cooking, which
has been taken over by Sr. Vincentia.
On October 3rd we had a small party with the children, so
they could thank the great sacrifice with which they built the
school, so the Reverend as the parents, may we thank the Lord for
it! It was very successful. This was our first pageant and they
really enjoyed it!
How are the dear sisters at home? Are there a lot of
children in the school? Are they good? We do not have a lot of
problems, although they are really bad, they are respectful towards
us but not towards the teacher, they do not follow orders. Just
today she sent for me so that I do something as she cannot handle
them. Would the Good Lord help us so that we did not need lay
teachers, then it would be so much better!
Greeting cordially the good sisters individually and

121

jointly, I ask for their fervent prayers. In the Sacred Heart of Jesus
I am your grateful hand kissing spiritual daughter
Braddock, PA, 1905, October 5th
Sr. Emerentiana
40th letter

(analysis)

On December 14th, 1905, Principal Sr. Emerentiana writes
the following:
At the meeting in Pittsburgh we were around 90, mainly
principals. We discussed the teaching of the catechism, how much
and how should the sisters teach the subject, what do we need to
call to the attention of the teachers. Among other things, the school
inspector said that the sisters would be doing mortal sin if they are
too strict in the teaching of religion. He developed the why? very
beautifully We have to make the children love the religion class, so
that they would be look forward to it everyday, and thus the
heavenly teaching will root deeply in their hearts, which will be
influential during their whole life, what they learn happily, they
will practice gladly later in life, all that the Church expects from
them. Otherwise, if they come frightened, trembling and can hardly
wait for the class to be over, we will chase away even the little
good they might harbor in their hearts and instead of loving their
faith, they will hate it, and as soon as they have their
independence, at the first temptation they will leave their faith. So
that instead of saving the child’s soul, we send them to eternal
damnation. The school inspector also was against the punishing of
children with kneeling or other punishments. He spoke from 2
o’clock till 5 o’clock, but so beautifully and clearly, that even I
understood everything.
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In the same letter Principal Sr.Emerentiana continues:
On November 19th we had the festive blessing of the altar.
According to the local custom, the godparents were invited, who
then gave some monetary gift. We received 225 dollars, from
which we will pay for the new kneelers and the remainder will be
used to pay for the chapel. From a woman we received statues of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. Joseph, for which I longed for
and now we will have them. Interestingly, when we bought the
statues I saw a small St. Vincent statue which we liked very much,
thinking that if we had some money we will buy it for our day
room. When the sculptor saw our yearning he gave it to us. May
the good Lord bless him for it!
On July 7th, 1905, Reverend Kalman Tomcsanyi, parish
priest in Trenton, writes to the prefecture of the motherhouse in
Szatmar asking for merciful sisters for the Slovak parish in
Trenton, New Jersey, America. His request was denied because of
the lack of teaching sisters.
On July 16th, 1905, Reverend Pannuska, the parish priest in
McKeesport once again asks for at least three merciful sisters for
his Slovak parish in McKeesport. He had already written about this
on August 19th, 1903 to the prefecture in Szatmar. They told him
with great regret that for various reasons he was not receiving nuns
at this point.
On October 5th, 1905, Sr. Emerentiana reports to the
Venerable Mother that they accepted a third postulant.
41st letter
Braddock, 1906, January 14th
Dear Venerable Mother!

Ave Maria!

Thank you so much for your kind lines,

123

what is more, for the beautiful prayer cards. We all were very
grateful for them.
The illness of the Provincial Superior has saddened us too,
we know well what he means to our congregation and due to this
we also pray for him every day, may the good Lord listen to us!
In my previous letter I wrote that we were nine but since
then we increased to ten. We received once again a young girl who
is not yet fifteen years old, the parents pay 10 dollars a month and
give her the clothes. Until now she seems to be a good girl. She is
from Pozsonyxxvii county but has been here for many years, she
speaks very nice English.
We spent the Christmas holidays thank the Lord happily
and in good health. Baby Jesus was very generous with his gifts.
From a young woman we received two statues for the chapel, the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. Vincent, from another benefactor, a
statue of St. Joseph, which has been placed in the staircase; from
another a beautiful Baby Jesus in the manger, which I had bought
from Benzingerxxviii, which is incredible beautiful, everybody
admired it. The sculptor where we ordered the statues, gave as
another small St. Vincent statue which is in our day room, this one
is also very nice but not as large as the one in the chapel. The
Reverend gave us two electric and two gas lamps, all floor models,
so we use them where they are needed, mainly during writing or
sewing, as the lamps are very high. In addition, we were provided
for the kitchen with many things, sugar, coffee, butter, meat, eggs,
etc. but nobody received personal gifts, for which I was grateful as
this usually is not a good idea. For the baking of hosts, which were
distributed by the good deacons to the people, we received 206
dollars, with a net profit of 180 dollars, but I put 200 in the bank
for the good times!
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Now I have to write dear Venerable Mother some big news.
As the second grade teacher received a better position, she gave
notice, then we had another candidate who only taught until the 2nd
and did not return. The Reverend did not approve all these changes
and asked us to place Sr. Fridolin in the fourth grade, Sr. Gonzaga
in the second grade, Sr. Hilda stayed as she was, and we placed
with Sr. Wunibalda in the first grade the young postulant. She
explains to them in English, what they do not understand, Sr.
Wunibalda repeats in Slovak. Sr. Gonzaga prepares the postulant
every day, so all other studies are put in hold. It will be enough for
the 15 year old to deal with 120 children. On one hand, I am happy
we do not have to deal with the lay teachers, but on the other hand
I pray to the Good Lord to please help us that they do not suffer
from the lack of the teacher; as regardless what, it is hard this
uncomely English language!
Mariska Jezofszky is learning English, although it is
difficult. The youngest of the postulants is attending Sr. Fridolin’s
classes listening to the lessons and is examined every night. The
two novices are cooking, doing the washing and ironing, so
everybody is busy. We had a small festivity at Christmas, which
thank the Lord went well, and as I mentioned earlier that once
again we needed a piano, they immediately bought as one, so I
should not worry about that.
As I wrote everything I will finish the letter. I greet the
good sisters, sending hand kisses to Father Superior with the
message that we are praying for him assiduously and also for dear
Venerable Mother, and therefore we ask for your fervent prayers.
Kissing your hands your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana.
42nd letter
Dear Venerable Mother!
If anytime, then now, I would have wished to have
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a poetic pen that I could have used to address dear Venerable
Mother with a worthy salutation. Unfortunately, I do not have one.
But I am not saddened as knowing your good heart, I am
convinced that dear Venerable Mother will accept in the simple
words the honest and without pretences the best wishes springing
from my heart.
I greet dear Venerable Mother, in my name and of my
beloved sisters, who with me are jubilant and in their fervent
prayers whisper thanks to the Heavenly Father for his immense
goodness, and at the same time we ask dear Jesus to give dear
Venerable Mother all the mercy this exalted but difficult position
will require. We promise that with the help of the Good Lord we
wish to be your obedient spiritual daughters, and we will do
everything in our ability to serve towards the glory of the Good
Lord and the salvation of the souls entrusted to us, and will work to
the satisfaction of dear Venerable Mother. We humbly ask that you
do not withdraw your motherly love in the future, but just as you
do now, please care for us, as your spiritual daughters in the far
foreign lands.
Ernesztin Fazekas wrote a couple of days ago but I do not
know if we can use her if she can neither speak Slovak nor
English. I am curious to know what she will answer? She will be
wonderful at home as she is a trained teacher, but what shall we do
here with only Hungarian.
We finished with the 40 hour devotion, with the help of the
Good Lord; everything went smoothly, now we just have the Holy
Week which gives me some worries and work. But will survive
this too!
Now I will tell you some news dear Venerable Mother that
we have a new confessor. The old Parish Priest of Duquesne
suddenly remembered that he had no written permission from the
Bishop, so I tried to take care of this, but the Bishop did not
authorize him but named our Parish Priest as our confessor. Who
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knows why the Good Lord permitted this?
It is April 1st, Passion Sunday, we are practicing hard the
Palm Sunday hymns, Easter will be in two weeks, but my letter
will just arrive then, so I am wishing dear Venerable Mother you a
happy, joyful and very blissful Alleluia in all our names.
Offering myself to your motherly love and asking for your
fervent prayers and sending my respectful hand kisses I am
Braddock, PA, 1906, April 1st,
your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
43rd letter

Ave Maria!

Thank you very much for Sr. Ruperta’s obituary notice, we
said our prayers. May the good Lord accept it from us and alleviate
the poor soul’s torment in purgatory. Although I think she has paid
off much with her long suffering.
I hope you received my previous letter, also Father
Superior too, to whom we sent respectful hand kisses! How is he?
Is his health improving? Thank the Good Lord we are quite well. I
am breathing a bit easier, we are over the hard days and everything
went well. The Saint Sepulcher was very nice too; the people
brought at least 200 dollars worth of flowers. We were very
surprised as flowers are very expensive this year, the cheapest and
smallest primrose in a pot or a hyacinth was 50 cents; there were
two beautiful rose bushes in a pot, each costs 5 dollars, we also
received two of these for our chapel. Our Easter was sad, please
hear it. Two weeks before Easter our Reverend and one of our
largest benefactor, Virotsko, received threatening letters, that each
one should put down 500 dollars or it will end in death. The first
date was Palm Sunday, so our Reverend even made out a will. The
second date was
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Good Friday, then Easter Sunday, and since they did not turn over
the money, they received another letter but now asking for 1,000
dollars and they threatened the church too, saying that on Divine
Mercy Sundayxxix the anarchist will blow it up. The whole
congregation was afraid, we thought the church would be empty,
but they watched what we would do? When they saw that we were
attending, although I did leave Sr. Fridolin home with one of the
novices, just in case something happened, there should be one of
the older ones who would arrange everything; many brought even
the smallest child, saying that if the priest and the sisters are ready
to die, then all of them should die too. Many were willing to pay
the requested amount for the Reverend but he did not want to even
hear about it. He went to give confessions to the Hungarians on
Thursday and Friday before the Divine Mercy Sunday and once
again the mentioned gentleman (Virotsko) received a letter and his
wife telephoned me immediately about its contents and came by in
the evening totally distraught. She had not slept or eaten for two
weeks, she was so debilitated that she could barely stand, she and
the children were crying, she has a daughter and a son. I was so
sorry for her that decided to spend a couple of nights without
sleeping and to watch, as they wrote that they wanted the answer in
one of our three downspouts. That is, they wanted it in the second,
which is right across my cell, and within ten steps, there is a street
light, so it is easy to see if somebody comes for the answer or not?
After prayers, when we turned off our lights, I stood there to
watch, always asking the Good Lord and the Virgin Mary, that my
vigil should not be in vain, and just ten minutes before 12 o’clock,
a tall man arrived with long pants, short jacket, a cap on his head,
pulled down over his eyes, and he went straight to the spout and
with one quick movement tried to get the letter which was not
there. The next day on Saturday
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I told this to Virotsko and the Revered, who immediately
telephoned to Homestead for some detectives and under their
supervision, he placed the letter and they stayed and waited to see
what happened. The young man came back on Saturday but there
was too much traffic, so he left. On Sunday, close to the hour I saw
him before, he returned, took out the letter but the detectives
grabbed him, although they had some trouble as he tried to flee.
They took him first to the Reverend; there he said his name was
Istvan Uhrinyak, born in Hungary, either 21 or 22 years old. From
there they took him to Homestead to the jail and now he is in
Pittsburgh. He is not confessing to anything although they are
starving him, he only gets to eat ¼ cent worth, and that is not
enough to fill himself. Not far from us lived a bad man who has
not worked for three months and when asked why he is not
working? He would answer that why should he do hard work when
he could live from his brains. If everybody who read the letters
would confess, he says he was not alone, there must have been
associates. Please pray that the Good Lord’s grace will be upon
him and he would confess everything.
We prepared ourselves for our death, but it seems the Good
Lord did not find us mature enough for heaven. So we have
nothing else to do but to labor and work to earn the eternal
salvation.
Once again we have two potential candidates; one is a
potter, the other a Slovak girl. I have not written to them until I
knew what will happen?
Asking for dear Venerable Mother’s good disposition
towards us in the future, reporting thankful hand kisses from all of
us; I am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Braddock, PA, 1906, May 2nd
Your obedient spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
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44th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
I hope you received my last letter mailed June 19th? Today
is July 4th, the day commemorating the achievement of their
independence, celebrated with so much shootings day and night,
two or three days before and after that one nearly jumps out of
your skin. Millions go into the air this time and how many fall
victims to this? The cold blooded English are not bothered by this,
what is the life of a man to them? They say he should not have
been walking there, he should have been careful!
Dear Venerable Mother you are getting over the difficult
and big exams and soon will start with the retreats, investitures,
placements, I know how all these exhaust the dear Venerable
Mother?! May the Good Lord give you strength. We also have
gone through our first open exams, thank the Lord, and with
success. Present were our Reverend and the Honorable Hodobay, I
am sure you heard about him, he is the Bishop of the Greek
Catholics. He is here now, replacing Petrassovich the parish priest
for the Greek Catholics who went home for three months holiday.
In addition, the parents were present during the exams. Most of the
questioning was done by the priests, every now and then one of the
sisters asked something, but all went well. The Sacred Heart of
Jesus did not leave us in shame, we prayed fervently to Him and to
His Mother, the Virgin Mary and not in vain. The Reverend
Hodobay was very surprised how well the good sisters learned the
English language.
On July 2nd we received again an postulant, from Braddock,
and she knows the English well and seems to be good; nobody
could say anything bad about her and the Reverend too, who has
known her since childhood and has been her confessor,
recommended her. Maybe she will work out? Then we have four. I
do not know what will happen with Ernesztin Fazekas? She wrote
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that her relatives are calling her home and they do not want to send
her clothes or money.
As I wrote in my previous letter we are traveling by orders
of the Bishop for lectures in Pittsburgh, which are given by a
philosophy teacher. Yesterday we were three as I went too as the
lecture was on church music, this one was given by an old priest, a
great musician, also the choir master of the cathedral who brought
his students, 36 young boys, 10 to 14 years old who sang very
beautifully. The above mentioned priest told the sisters to ask
questions which he would answer. We were at least 300, from 10
to 12 different congregations. It was very interesting to hear the
question and then the answer. Among other things, one of the
sisters asked what to do with a defiant child. He said the following:
“with love and patience”; he brought up an example, there was a
mischievous and bad child, whom he knew well and nobody could
deal with him, not the sisters nor the other schools, they always
placed him in the first grade. At the end he met a teacher, not a nun
but a lay person, who placed the boy in her class. Here too, the boy
did as always, caused problems and anger, bothered the other
children while they were trying to study, he even laughed at the
teacher, but she kept her calm and did not hurt him, but tried to win
him over with good words. So several weeks passed. One day she
told the boy to copy a picture from his book but he answered,
definitely not! Then the teacher drew a praying child on the
blackboard and asked all the children, who wanted to copy it? And
what happened, the first one to volunteer was the mischievous
child and when she wanted to erase it, he begged her to leave it as
he wanted to be such a child, and he wanted to keep it so he would
not forget it. From that moment on the boy turned around in such a
way that he was an example for the others. “See what
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is possible with love and patience” said the teacher. He followed it
with the remark that the teacher should lower herself down to the
child, just like a mother, and not think who am I, what am I, and
the child knows there is a big difference and distance between us,
but rather, why did the Good Lord place me here? So that I will
beautify and train these children’s souls which are susceptible and
trainable, but can be only achieved with love, the love of a mother.
I could write so much more, but it is enough for today as
dear Venerable Mother does not have time to read all this. But if
you can listen to my humble request and allow me to return home
for the dear sisters, which the Reverend keeps saying are coming,
then after finishing our affairs, I can tell you so many things. I
would take Sr. Hilda with me, who I can see is not happy and it is
also the wish of the Reverend, to take her home, he kept saying
from the beginning that she does not belong here, as he could see
that she frets over the smallest things, gets exasperated and tip toes
around the world. She can talk it out at home and if you think it is
right, dear Venerable Mother I can bring her back, if not, maybe
you can find another good soul who could come instead? Please do
not write to her yet, but if this could happen, then on occasion I can
write one or two things which you can bring to her attention.
We are sending many sisterly greetings to the dear sisters.
Kissing the hands of dear Venerable Mother, we all kiss you, now
already eleven! Repeating my humble request, I am
Braddock, PA, 1906 July 4th
Your obedient and grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
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On the 19th of July, 1906, Karoly Bohm, parish priest of
Cleveland, from the state of Ohio, in America, asked for three
Hungarian nuns for his parish. To his request he received the
following answer:
Reverend Parish priest!
I received your Reverence’s esteemed letter of July 19th,
which caused me no little embarrassment, as I really would like to
fulfill your Reverence’s petition, but many conditions impede me.
First of all, we do not have extra sisters who are excellent
teachers and can play the organ, but I cannot imagine how we
could serve in America two different nationalities, Hungarians and
Slovaks, without having national friction and other opportunities
for adversarial contacts, as our plans are to establish an
independent motherhouse which will take in the necessary
candidates or members and educate and prepare them, which is
important in view of the great distances and the different
languages.
Two think of two establishments in America is impossible.
Braddock has preceded Cleveland. How could we place the
Hungarians and the Slovaks under one superior?
I ask your Reverence to consider well the circumstances
described above and to communicate me your opinion about them.
Even in the best conditions I could send to Cleveland only
in one or two years a few trained Hungarian teachers, that is, if we
can arrive to an understanding in the installment of an
establishment, if there will be provisions to build a motherhouse
either in Braddock or in Cleveland.
Anyhow for all this it is necessary to obtain the permission
from the Bishops, without their agreement the expansion in
America will not happen.
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If your Reverence would get in contact with Sr.
Emerentiana, Mother Superior in Braddock, the circumstance
might be helpful in response to your petition.
After I place my congregation and my humble self in your
fervent prayers, I remain
Szatmar Nemit, 1906 August 3rd,
With great respect,
Afra Woelfle,
Provincial Director
***
47th letter
Eperjes, 1906, December 18th
To the Esteemed Provincial Superior, Szatmar
I received your letter four days after arriving in Eperjes,
just the night before my departure, circumstances that make it
impossible for me to visit although so kindly offered.
I waited impatiently for nearly two months for the higher
authorities to finish the promised actions and to share the results
with me, but sadly for nothing.
I spent my precious time in such ineffectual waiting and
thoroughly missed being able to accomplish many important
things.
I will have to sail on the 22nd of this month, so not to
overstep the three months vacation I received mercifully from the
Bishop to visit my parents and relatives after not seeing them for
14 years.
The blessed work of the sisters only the Good Lord will be
able to appreciate sufficiently. They work and achieve great things.
They keep strict discipline. They adhere
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to the rules of St. Vincent de Paul with great strictness. To their
great satisfaction they are learning quite well the English language
and following the laws of the country, they also teach the children
in this language. Their behavior is irreproachable and helps as an
example to the people and other religious orders. They are true
missionaries in the region. Nobody leaves them without a spiritual
calm; where they show up, the peace angels follow in their steps.
Sr. Emerentiana is able to bear with great patience, and if
possible manages to settle down, the often roused tempestuous
tempers due to small incidents or the work done. So please ignore
all the complaints sent home at such times as they will just harm
the beautiful future of the congregation.
The small quarrels, the explanation of misunderstood
words, all in all, the start of a torrent of tears, cannot be avoided
humanly, not where there are ten, but if only two women get
together.
Ambitious, skillful, able to lead persons, who received the
authority from their superiors, can be kept silent or ignored only
among the saints, not here in America; so it would have been
desirable if I could have taken back with me four or five nuns, so
they would be ready with the English for the next school year and I
could have started a new school.
There you could send a director from among the nuns, who
have a often a hint of restless but guileless ambition. This would be
the best solution for the keeping of peace.
If Honorable Afra kept your promise, maybe you have
written to the Bishop of Szatmar that we will be needing nuns
during the year, so that during the next eight months they can learn
English until September and take over a school in the vicinity. This
is very important for our matter, as it is for the inner peace of the
nuns already there!
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The uniform is too loud and very uncomfortable in the
smoke and coal dust, mainly for those who would like to look
clean and nice, and would prefer to go to the English nuns.
As our nuns are taking in Slovak speaking girls, so that
they can teach the Slovak children in their own language, it is
absolutely necessary that somebody translates into Slovak the
prayers of the order, and after authorization by the Church be sent
to us as soon as possible; since they were translated from French to
German, then from German to Hungarian without causing sins,
then it can be translated into Slovak too.
I think Reverend Daubner, S.J. would do it very gladly.
Afterwards the authorization will be easily done.
The health conditions of the sisters are generally adequate.
They are taken care on the spiritual side too; they confess weekly
and take communion three times a week.
Now in the hope that in the next week of the first month a
new enthusiastic and filled with the love of Jesus group of nuns
will start their travel towards America, I remain with full regard
Bela Kazincsy
48th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
The three obituary notices sent at the same time caused us
great sadness. Although only the Good Lord knows best why He is
taking these many victims and we have to accept His decisions, it
still pains us; I know the whole congregation, but mainly you dear
Venerable Mother, feel the lost of such a member as was the
blessed Sr. Alexandrine. Still we ask the Good Lord to give as
soon as possible the prepared crown to the departed souls, to
console dear Venerable Mother’s sad heart and to give the
congregation fervent self
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sacrificing members.
Here the ugly flue is thriving, many are dying from it, as
they do not know how to cure the pneumonia. One of our
benefactors is sick in bed with it, may the Good Lord cure him!
Slowly we are doing fine; once again we have one more
postulant, so we are fourteen; although this one is very young, it
will take time until she becomes a useful member. Nonetheless we
should be happy to receive even such young girls, as in this
corrupt, free America most of them get married when they are 15
or 16 years old, and if their parish priest refuses to marry them,
they escape somewhere else and after a couple of months, if they
return, nobody knows, where and when and what priest married
them. It really is very sad to see and hear this. We can only pray
and beg the Good Lord to change the morals of the youth. I
tremble every day that we do not hear something terrible about our
girls or boys?!
We have the beautiful month of May; I know that at home
there are the wonderful devotions everywhere?! Following the
customs from home, we also prepared in each class the May altars
and the children bring their cents in competition as each class
wants to have the most beautiful one. I think the Virgin Mary likes
this, but may She bless the teachers and the students equally.
The first communion will be on June 2nd, I do not know if
they will have the same strict exams as last year? We will not have
a public exam but the Reverend will come when we least expect
him, to check what the children have learned? We will have the
last school day on June 21st, Saint Aloysius. On the evening of the
23rd we will start our retreat with a Benedictine who knows Slovak
well. On June 30th will be the
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veil taking and the first vows; concerning the rosary, cross and the
Holy Rules I followed dear Venerable Mother’s instructions. On
July 9th, if the Good Lord wants, I leave on the ship Kaiser
Wilhelm II from New York and will arrive on July 16th in Romexxx,
so if the Good Lord keeps me from all difficulties, I will arrive
home either the 18th or the 19th. Is this possible? It is like a dream,
I cannot believe it that it will happen. Although I will write before
it, so you will know for sure.
I promised the new sisters to Homestead, a neighboring
community, 10 to 15 minutes by street car. I gave them to the local
parish priest as it is the closest station, so we can easily be of help
to the dear sisters; second, it is one of the largest Slovak parishes,
where they can pay the sisters easiest. Third, the house is finished,
with a beautiful chapel, so they do not suffer as much as we did,
and can live under one roof with Jesus.. The situation here is that
the parish priest in Homestead was one of our biggest enemies, as
he is a Pan-Slav; as such he preferred Irish sisters, who were
unhappy from the first moment, announcing that they did not
belong to a Slovak parish; until their provincial superior told the
parish priest, he should look for Slovak nuns, she needs to place
the nuns in an Irish parish. So he was forced to humiliate himself
and ask us for nuns; and one should note that his people told him
that they did not want other kind of nuns; they wanted the same as
the ones in Braddock.
How is the Honorable Superior feeling? Please give him
our respectful hand kisses. Greeting the dear sisters, sending hand
kisses from all of us to dear Venerable Mother and offering myself
to your motherly love I am
Braddock, PA, 1907, May 6th
Your grateful spiritual daughter Mother Emerentiana
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49th letter
Dear Venerable Mother!

Ave Maria!

I do not know what is happening as I have not received
even a line from home, since April when Sr. Cornelia wrote in the
name of Honorable Superior although I wrote several times? I do
not want to think anything else but that dear Venerable Mother is
very busy at this time, so you do not have time to answer? I know
that at home you are still having the exams? Our children had to do
the written exams by May 16, 17 and 18, and we had to send the
results to Pittsburgh, just like last year. We are not having public
exams this year, only a small closing ceremony on the 17 th of this
month, to which we will also invite dear Venerable Mother!
Thank the Lord we are over the first communion! The poor
children had to go through a fearful experience, as they had to
answer in writing 42 questions. They worked on it from morning
till evening. We finished the teaching on St. Aloysius; on the 23 rd
we start the retreat. On the 30th we will have the veil and first vows
taking, and on July 9th, if the Good Lord wants it too, I will leave
by ship towards home. The Honorable Bishop gave me permission
and still, I cannot believe it. This whole thing before me is like a
dream. If it turns reality, and not a dream, that I am going, then I
will be in Szatmar on July 18th or 19th. The ship arrives in Bremen
on the 16th and there, when possible, I will buy a ticket either to
Vienna or Pest, I will see which will be better?
With today’s post I am sending to dear Venerable Mother’s
address 1,000 crowns, partially for the return trip, partially for the
purchase of books and church vestments. Please take up this
money and keep it until I arrive. I do not dare to take with me too
much money, as the Lord guards me, but still if there is an accident
with me during the
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trip, the money should not be lost too.
Are the dear sisters healthy, I know the poor ones endure a
lot during the exams. Please tell them that we greet them heartily
and pray that all examinations are successful and we also ask for
their prayers, not for the successful exams but that we can finish a
a beneficial retreat – and that I arrive well at home. Maybe nobody
knows how lucky I am to be able to see again dear Venerable
Mother and the good sisters. Following dear Venerable Mother’s
wishes I did not tell anybody so it will be a great surprise!
What more shall I write about us? Thank the Lord we are
quite well, once again we are one more, that is 14. Slowly we
increase in numbers. It seems that here the Good Lord is not as
generous with giving out vocations as at home, as one very seldom
hears of more than four or five postulants in a convent.
What is the weather at home? It has been barely three day
since it warmed up a little. We heated through May, even in the
school. Everything froze, died out; I do not know what will
happen? Already everything is more expensive than in the fall!
I beg dear Venerable Mother to kindly pray for me, so that
the Lord will preserve me!
Kissing your kind hands, I am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Your obedient and grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, PA, 1907, June 10th
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50. Annals III, 30th page
Sr. Emerentiana Handlovits, who is the superior in America
of the convent in Braddock, had asked in several occasions the
Superiors for permission to come to Szatmar, to talk about the
establishment of the new American houses and the formation of a
province and it was also planned that she would take back with her
some sisters for the new world. After this, Sr. Emerentiana was
preparing for her European trip as her Superiors gave her the
permission on January 1st, 1907. After this, Sr. Emerentiana
prepared herself for the big trip to Europe. In secret, only dear
Venerable Mother knew that Sr. Emerentiana was getting closer
and said several times when we were together: “On the day of St.
Vincent a dear visitor will come to us. We will very happy about
it!” And indeed, July 19th, 1907, Sr. Emerentiana surprised the
sisters at the motherhouse. We were together with our Venerable
Mother in the large nursery when Superior Sr. Emerentiana
stepped into our house at 7 o’clock in the evening. What joy, tears
were flowing in the happiness of seeing each other again, how
much curiosity in the new matters, etc. was associated with the
surprise. The good Superior Emerentiana was with us for three
weeks, during which time she finished her business with the
Superiors.
On August 12th, the cinvent mass was even more festive
and moving than on other occasions. The dear sisters who are
going to America received communion with us, so that they could
start their inspiring mission with Jesus. After the holy mass they
received a special blessing at the altar which was a very moving
sight. Following we had breakfast during which we could converse
by special dispensation of the dear Venerable Mother. After
breakfast the sisters said good bye to dear Venerable Mother, who
although very touched – but amidst great spiritual joy blessed the
dear missionary sisters. By
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Name these went to America in the company of Sr. Emerentiana
Handlovits: Claudia Jankovits, house director, Melitta Murczin,
Martina Pritz and Agilberta Bognar. They started their trip towards
Budapest, where they spent seventeen days, to finish their different
tasks, shopping, etc. Afterwards they went to Hamburg in God’s
name, towards the new world.
While the American sisters were in Budapest, our dear
Honorable Mother surprised them, partly as she wanted to
introduce them to some official places, and also to see her beloved
spiritual daughters once more, and to encourage them to make
sacrifices for the Good Lord with an even bigger willing heart.
After a prayer with the good sisters, the Honorable Mother left the
capital.
51. Three cards from the trip.
I just arrived in New York, July 8th at 7:30 in the evening;
we leave tomorrow morning at 6 o’clock. The start is not good as
there is a terrible storm, with lots of thunder and lightning. Please
pray for me.
Sr. Emerentiana
We spent our first day at sea very sadly, we were all sea
sick. Sr. Melitta kept saying had she known about the sea travel
she would have never wished after America. The most valiant was
Sr. Agilberta. We attended mass on Sunday. The Greek Bishop
sent by the Pope is travelling with us and he said the mass. There
are 17 priests and 6 nuns aboard the ship, we five and a
Benedictine nun with a novice. Hand kisses, Sr. Emerentiana.
We have left the English harbor and soon we will reach the
French harbor. I never thought the sea travel would be so hard. I
was very sick the first day; I thought I was going to die. Poor
Martinka
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said: Regardless how homesick I might be, I am not returning
home. We all three are feeling better although our Esteemed
Superior is still sick. Sr. Claudia is in bed. Yesterday, that is the
20th I went with little Martina to the deck and we both were so
dizzy that we fell to the ground, but by now the ship does not rock
as much. The first night I dreamt I was in Szatmar but when I
woke up I was aboard the ship. Now I kiss many times the dear
hands of my spiritual Mother, I remain even far away your loving
spiritual daughter, Sr. Melitta.
52nd letter
On October 15th, 1907, after the long trip Superior
Emerentiana writes again from America. She arrived well in
America, in the new world, with the four sisters from Szatmar.
This is the first letter sent to the motherhouse in Szatmar. She
mentioned in her letter that while she was away the parish in
Braddock did some repairs and improvements in their house. She
mentions that on September 9th they opened the Braddock’s first
chapter house in Homestead. The Superior and director of the
house is Claudia Jankovits, who worked for many years in
different chapters of Szatmar. She represented herself in all her
positions always as a Mercy Sister in the spirit of St. Vincent.
53rd letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
We received the sad news! Although awaited but still
surprising and depressing for us the death of our good Father
Superior! Poor man, he maybe happier in his heavenly abode, from
where he can smile down on us, who are saddened by his death; we
hope he will remain our good Father and will intervene with the
Sacred Heart of Jesus so we receive a similar good soul as Father
Superior,
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who will make all our problems his own, as he did! I strongly
believe that he is happy in heaven with our St. Vincent; he did
much good, he suffered a lot in this world and after his death,
many prayers from the grateful hearts rose to heaven to our
heavenly Father and I cannot believe that his gracious Heart would
leave them unheard!
I am sorry you have not received my letter and hopefully it
has not fallen into the wrong hands? It contained details about
parish priest Charles Bohm. In a way the Good Lord was merciful,
if Bohmxxxi would have received nuns, what would he have done
with them now that he does not have a place himself and is at the
mercy of others. I am very sorry for him, as the Hungarians in
Cleveland behaved very badly and were very thankless towards
him.
I am sending many grateful hand kisses for the beautiful
letter you wrote to us, which I read aloud and will do often!
Encouraging, strengthening, inspiring, every word is worth its
weight in gold! It will be of great spiritual help.
In the second matter we received the documents, we read
them with Sr. Claudia, we examined it and will do our best to
follow each point conscientiously. We received once again an
postulant but I do not know if she will stay or not? She is a bit
older. So we would be twenty in number, but not all are able to
work, they still need some time until they are capable members,
but they are good children.
At this time thank the Good Lord we are all well, the work
is going ahead in the school. The new sisters are getting
accustomed, Sr. Claudia is struggling a bit but soon she will feel
totally at home.
Sending hand kisses from everybody, I remain in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, PA, 1907, November 2nd
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54th letter Annals III
On November 4th, 1907, Superior Sr. Claudia Jankovits wrote from
Homestead. She is very satisfied. She talks with admiration about
the parish priest and the fervor of the whole parish.
55th letter
On December 16th, 1907, Superior Sr. Emerentiana announces to
her esteemed superiors, that she received from the Honorable
Bishop a decree stating that in view that the sisters’ habits had a
lot of white in them, totally inappropriate for a factory town,
should be changed.
On December 25th, 1907, Sr. Emerentiana reports that on this holy
day the sisters put on first the time the new habits, which were
blessed by their Reverend.
56th letter

Braddock, PA, 1908, April 7th

In the introduction Superior Sr. Emerentiana tells about the joy and
gratitude for the letter of the Venerable Mother which she received
on St. Joseph’s day. Following Sr. Emerentiana describes the new
habits worn by the American sisters; she describes it in detail, with
the instructions on how to wear them and encloses a sample.
Afterwards she says: “Now I have written everything, please look
at the enclosed sample and tell us your opinion, what do you find
right and what not? We gladly follow your opinion and will change
according.” Director Sr. Emerentiana writes that the sisters receive
communion four times a week. Also that on March 23rd they
started the 40 hours devotion and will finish on the 25th with a
mass at noon. More than 1,200 believers went to communion this
time.
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How the Good Lord’s heart must rejoice.
57th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
As soon as I finished my letter yesterday and wanted to
post it came two German sisters with the message, that their
Provincial Superior asked me to come and see her in Pittsburgh. So
I changed quickly and went with Sr. Gonzaga as it was after school
hours. Sr. Stanislas, the director here came with us. The train left at
4:19 and we were there at 4:39, their house is very close to the
station, maybe 4 to 5 minutes away, we were home by 6:30.
The Provincial Superior received us and to our great joy,
told us that if we are satisfied with a tight place, she will be happy
to see us and will accept us, following the wishes of the Father
Rector, for the retreat. Of course we thanked her profusely. What
should we have done at home, five of us. We neither have the
place nor the way to provide for the Father, although I am
convinced that our Reverend would have liked to have him as a
guest.
After this she showed me their whole house. I can say it is
wonderfully nice! There is nothing flashy, nothing extra, but so
beautiful, clean, it is soul elevating. It is not as large as ours in
Szatmar, maybe not even a third of it, but we still felt so well there,
just as we would be at home. The novices are dressed as ours, only
weekdays they wear a blue collar, on Sunday they wear black, but
the pattern is like ours. The chapel is also wonderful, but not big!
Their convent room is much bigger than the chapel; there they
have tables and chairs,
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like in our sisters rooms; but each novice has her own desk and
chair, on which they can study, write and work. The dining room is
nice and for reading purposes or other occasions, to avoid the noise
when getting up or being seated, the chair legs have a rubber
stopper which is very practical. The Sacred Heart of Jesus, the
Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, Saint Anthony and the Infant Jesus of
Prague are everywhere, which is so good for our eyes.
Please believe me, I was happy that I was there and now we
have to please our good Slovak men that our house should be built,
if not exactly like this, but at least this practical.
Of course, our prayers have caused a lot of worries; we will
have to translate them if we want to take new novices. But not to
Slovak as then no English will come to us. We still do not know
the English, but the preference would be either English or Latin,
what do you think? The Latin is the language of the church, so
neither English nor Slovak can complain.
Now I remembered, in October we will have confirmation
and our Reverend, since our people are so loud and restless,
wanted a single godmother for the girls and a godfather for the
boys, and wanted to know if one of the sisters would accept for the
girls and he will ask a Benedictine priest for the boys. I told him
this is not the custom at home, but I will still ask dear Venerable
Mother.
Kissing your hands with grateful love,
Sr. Emerentiana
Braddock, 1908, May 8th.
The retreat will start on July 22nd, by that time they will
have finished in Szatmar.
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58th letter
Braddock, PA, 1908, May 22nd.
Superior Sr. Emerentiana writes this:
I can report with great happiness that our retreat, which
causes me every year much worries, has been organized. They will
be lead by a Benedictine priest, Father Sigismund. We will start
them on July 12th and end on the 18th, the day of St. Vincent when
there will be the taking of the habit, we expect five brides, that is,
Sr. Josepha for vows and four as novices. She also writes that
there will be no public exams although the written one will remain;
they will receive either today or tomorrow the questions and
according to the rules, they will send all the work of all children to
Pittsburgh.
59th letter Annals III, 73.
Superior Sr. Emerentiana writes: “I often think about dear
Venerable Mother’s words to me last year, that as we are more
numerous so will be my worries; one house one cross, more houses
more crosses. And it is so and I do not know why, but the good
Lord sent us many crosses this year. I am not complaining because
I know we have to go through the Stations of the Cross if one
wants to reach the glory of God, but I also think that either God
loves us very much or we are bad and visits us with troubles,
unpleasantness and crosses. But may his will be blessed!”
Braddock, 1908, July 11th
60th letter
Superior Sr. Emerentiana expresses the joy that the very
much awaited letter from dear Venerable Mother, which the
American sisters have expected for a long time can be read.
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She reports that the young sisters, by name, Sr.
JosephaError! Bookmark not defined., professed, Sr. Margit, Sr.
Antonia, Sr. Sales and Sr. Hedvig, novices appreciated very much
the holy cards.
With the letter, Sr. Emerentiana also sent a photograph with
all twenty of them; she mentions they are getting accustomed and
liking the new habit. She also informs which sisters will be in
Homestead. There will be seven. From Braddock two will go to
Rankin, which belongs to this parish, to take over classes. Until
now they went twice weekly to teach religion. Otherwise thank
God the sisters are well. The working conditions are not
improving; there is a lot of hunger and shortages, especially among
the Slovaks and the Polish. Until now we have been receiving the
monthly salary but we need to be prepared for the worst, as many
people do not have even food, so they cannot pay the church. –
Maybe be the Good Lord will spare us, says Sr. Emerentiana, and
if not, we will go begging.
Braddock, 1908, September 2nd.
61st letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
First of all I want to transfer our good wishes for the
upcoming Christmas holidays and the New Year just crossing the
threshold. We greet you for both occasions with respect and love
and wish you that you spend the festivities with joy, both in body
and soul, in the nearness of your your spiritual daughters! May
1909 bring you, what your noble heart wishes most. May Jesus
heap on you much strength in body and soul, patience and all the
mercy which is required for this elevated and difficult position. We
will fervently ask the Baby Jesus to bless you, dear spiritual
mother with his small but heavenly hands!
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For us we ask dear Venerable Mother’s love and motherly
good will, and we will do our best to deserve it.
We thank you for your valued letter received on October
30 We were so happy about it. I am content that you liked our
new habit and found it appropriate. If you allow it, I gladly will
have a whole dress sown and will send it, maybe it will clearer
than the doll sized one. Maybe you will see it better if it is
appropriate or should we change something?
th.

Since I wrote the last letter much changed in our place, so
the postulant who is also on the photograph, I sent home as she did
not want to obey, I was worried as she is local and she would be
telling stories but until now I have not heard much. The second is
that Sr. Claudia is with us here in Braddock since the 1st of the
month, she begged me to bring her. The reason she gave was that
the school was very hard and things were burdened by Sr. M. and
Sr. W. So far she feels well with us, she looks better, she teaches
one and a half hour in the 3rd class daily and gives private classes
in the Hungarian language to a small boy and girl, so she teaches
daily two and a half hours. Twice a week she goes to Rankin to
teach religion and to visit the sick which she does gladly. The rank
of Superior was taken over by Sr. Fridolin who is doing it
diligently. I had to send Sr. Martina to Homestead in place of Sr.
Claudia as I did not have anybody else; so I had to take over again
the work with the young ones and the piano lessons too. So once
again I have more work than last year but I gladly do it as the
Good Lord gives me strength. I hope Claudia will learn more
Slovak and then I can give her the postulants, now it is difficult as
everything has to be translated either from German or from
Hungarian and she does not have the practice yet; now she is
learning diligently the English, in a couple of days she will know
more than I do as I do not have time to study.
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The working conditions are a bit better but still there is a lot
of misery among the people. We had the presidential election,
without us. Everybody expects a lot from him, he is promising the
people all kinds of help and support. May he keep his word!
Instead of the dismissed postulant the Good Lord gave us
another. Until now she seems to be a good girl, do not know how
she will behave in the future. Sr. Claudia knew her from Palóc, she
is from there.
Dear Venerable Mother here no parish priest is secure so
neither are the sisters. The priests and nuns work for the salvation
of the people, and if the people get tired of this, they refuse to pay
the salary and the priest can go where he wants. The Hungarians
did this in Cleveland with parish priest Bohm and they are doing
this in Homestead in the parish where our sisters are, they chased
away the poor priest who has to leave by the 15th or they will blow
him up or so was promised. The sisters do not have any problems,
as a matter of fact, the people are afraid they might leave with the
priest, so they are promising everything so they will stay. We will
see how long the glory will last?
What shall I write about us? Thank the Lord, we are fine,
quietly and peacefully and we try to do good.
Repeats the paragraph nearly verbatim: The working
conditions are a bit better but still there is a lot of misery among
the people…
The weather is very nice, it has been wonderfully good,
until now we did not have any snow but still, a few healthy cold
days.
Is anybody sick at home? The sisters work so hard, I know,
we have the same.
This year there is something new, created by the
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supervisor of Catholic education, every month we have to prepare
statistics and mail them in. At some time I will describe to Sr.
Cornel what are the questions we need to answer.
We greet all the kind sisters heartily, wishing a happy New
Year and joyful Christmas celebration, we ask them specifically
and kindly to pray for us, and they should ask Jesus to send us a
few good postulants. All of us kissing the hands of dear Venerable
Mother and once again wish all the best. Offering myself to the
motherly good will, I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Braddock, PA, 1908, December 10th
Hand kissing grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
62 letter

Braddock, 1909, January 10th

Sr. Emerentiana sends hearty thanks for the postcards,
which depict the motherhouse in Szatmar and which brought much
happiness to the American sisters.
She also writes that there was an uprising in Homestead,
mainly against the Parish priest. Since we also live close to the
parish, we were quite afraid, but thank the Good Lord, nothing
happened to the good sisters. Now things quieted down a bit
among the Slovaks, nobody knows for how long. The sisters lost
many students. The new parish priest was going to consolidate the
classes, but not so long ago said that not during this year, so all
seven sisters are there but what will happen in the future, only the
Good Lord knows.
Sr. Emerentiana complains that the sisters are not
increasing in numbers. It seems the Good Lord is not as generous
in America with the vocations as in Hungary. She keeps on:
“Maybe we will also have to run in the future, but I am strongly
trusting that the Good Lord will defend all of us, we try very hard

152

to fulfill his will in everything.
62nd letter

Braddock, April 14th

Superior Sr. Emerentiana reports from many hard days in
her letter mailed April 14th, 1910. Only after they have gone by
does she write to the Venerable Mother. The sisters spent the
Christmas celebrations joyfully.. Afterwards there were many
sicknesses and thus many substitutions which take the toll on the
sisters, but they do it happily and willingly for God.
On Holy Monday Sr. M. Colomana was very sick with
pneumonia, but she was saved with the solicitous care she
received. Specially Sr. Claudianot knowing tiredness, she was day
and night with the sick. Sr. Emerentiana also says that one of the
novices became unfaithful and left the convent.
The sisters have a lot of work with the education supervisor
who visited all the schools in the three houses. He paid special
attention to the writing skills and the memorization of numbers.
Thank the Good Lord for everything, as he told the Reverend that
he was very satisfied and praised the sisters. Sr. Emerentiana asks
the Venerable Mother to express herself regarding the change of
habit and to give directions on how and where to change so it is
more practical.
The use of the name “Maria” pleased the sisters very much
and they hope to win special grace with its use.
(The three houses are: Braddock, Homestead, and
McKeesport)
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63rd letter

Annals III

Braddock, 1910, August

In the letter Superior Sr. Emerentiana congratulates the
Venerable Mother on St. Anna and St. Afra days, in her name and
also in the name of the dear sisters. She reports that the sisters are
quite well thank the Lord. On the first days of July all the sisters
got together and had a couple days of vacation. On July 10th they
started the mission in their church; the people assiduously attended
the sermons and went to the sacraments. On July 24th the sisters
started their retreat, which was held by a Redemptorist priest.
When they finished, four novices pronounced their vows.
Sr. Emerentiana went to the Bishop in Pittsburgh. They
talked about the prayers. The Honorable Bishop advised to pray in
the English language, so they will start doing it.
64th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1910, November 22nd.

Dear Venerable Mother!
I do not even know where to start after such a long silence.
First of all I want to thank you your kind lines which we received
at the beginning of September, also the holy cards sent to the four
novices, they also send you their hand kisses, they were very
happy with them.
We started our school year already at the end of August,
when at home you are still enjoying your vacations. This year Sr.
Gonzaga, Sr. Margit, Sr. Antoniaand a postulant are in
McKeesport. In Homestead are Sr. Martina, Sr. Wunibalda, Sr.
Vincentia, Sr. Josepha, and Sr. Colomana. The rest are in
Braddock and Sr. Claudia teaches religion in two grades and visits
the parishes sick and heals them. Sr. Fridolin teaches the postulants
and the novices; last week they had the first third year exam I do
not know
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the results are as I have not received the report. Sr. Melitta teaches
the 5th, 6th , 8th grades, Sr. Crescentia the 4th, Sr. Hilda the 3rd A, a
postulant the 3rdB, Sr. Agilberta the 2nd and Sr. Salesia the 1st with
122 children. In Braddock we have a total of 450 students.
We have nine postulants, I do not know how many will
stay; three of them will receive the habit on December 8 th, novices
we only have one now. We are in total twenty seven. Thank the
Lord we are doing well as far as health is concerned! Which we
wish for the ones at home too!
Now I will write to dear Venerable Mother a great news,
and that last week we bough a farm, in Perrysville, a suburb of
Pittsburgh, 5.13 hectares, a house with ten rooms (stone), a nice
chicken coop, a barn, a building for horses and a small engine
house. We received all this for 17,520 dollarsxxxii. The first time I
went with Sr. Fridolin to see it, then with Sr. Claudia and the
Reverend, who came with us the next day to see the Bishop, whom
we asked to send an expert who can inspect the buildings; which
the Bishop very kindly did, he sent a construction engineer, who
checked the buildings and said he estimated their value at 19,000
and said if we buy it at this amount, the land is free, but we paid
less. On November 15th we signed the contract and we had to put
down 500 dollars, on December 20th we need to pay 6,750 dollars.
The 10,000 needs to be paid in five years, but each year 600 will
be interest, so once again we need to work very hard and save
money so that we can pay our debts. We will take it over at the
beginning of May, until then in lieu of the interest the gentleman,
from whom we bought it, will live there, he said he will take care
of everything just as it would be his own. It is in a very beautiful
and healthy place, next door there is a small forest, we will try to
buy that eventually and then there will be a place for the dear
sisters to vacation and to breathe clean, fresh, healthy air. Until we
can buy it, I think, the owner will let us walk there
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as they say, he is a good catholic too.
So now we have a small farm for the future motherhouse,
we could buy it from the hard earned and saved money and if the
Good Lord keeps helping us, in a few years we can build our
motherhouse. We ask fervently Saint Joseph, Saint Expedite and
the Virgin Mary to help us.
Dear Venerable Mother I humbly ask you to be kind and
send us 4 Hungarian, 6 German rule books also 2 or 3 manuals and
I gladly send you the money for it and will mail it to you as soon as
the books are purchased.
I am enclosing a newspaper article, Sr. Adelheid can read
and tell the catholic sisters how moving a procession was held in
Pittsburgh on October 16th, from which even the pagan newspaper
wrote that there were 25,000 marching and as they wrote, 75,000
were watching. It was the fraternity of the Holy Name, a society
made of men and older boys. At the front marched the catholic
policemen and officers, afterwards the doctors, the leader was the
Honorable Bishop, after the doctors came the parish priests with
their congregations and flags, from our parish there were 318 men.
Please be kind and write if the kind sisters should use the
name of Mara when addressing each other too or only in writing,
should they include the M. or Maria, so we should do the same.
I think I wrote everything, I do want to reassure you that
we could easily pay the 7,250 now as we have 8,500 in savings; if
we did not have that much, I would not have dared to enter into the
transaction.
Please come to us during the summer and see where the
American motherhouse will be built. That would be such joy! Will
it happen? Kindly greet the dear sisters. – The dear Venerable
Mother’s
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hands are kissed, I remain in your fervent prayers and motherly
love, in the Sacred Heart of Jesus with grateful hand kisses
your obedient spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
65th letter

Ave Maria!

Braddock, PA, 1911, May 11th
Dear Venerable Mother!
I see now that my letter was mailed without the 30 crowns
mentioned in it. Please forgive me! I am sending it with today’s
mail and I hope you will receive it on time.
In my last letter I reported about everything, so there is
nothing to write about us, only that thank the Good Lord, we are
all well. Sr. Melitta is totally recovered with her nose, it has been
more than five months since she had to go to the doctor and still
she has no pain, which she had before and now she does not sneeze
as much either. After the exams I will send her to the doctor for a
check up to be sure.
After the last mission our people are very fervent. Many go
to communion every day, from the 2nd grade on, around 34 went
before Easter to communion. Every Sunday it was a different
grade, they were all confessed by the Revered and since then, he
holds confessions every day. Sundays there are about 200 to 250
communicants, whom he had given confession either Saturday or
Sunday morning, I cannot imagine that he can keep up without
some help very long! May the Good Lord keep him in this fervor!
What a different person from the one eight or nine years ago!
At home the exams must be ongoing, the poor sisters and
children are sweating, especially if it is as hot as it is here since a
couple of days. We do not know yet when we will finish the school
year. We expect the theses sent by the dioceses and then there will
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the dread. Since two years ago they demand the 2nd graders to take
a written test too, which is much harder for the small children than
just the orals.
We are sending warm greetings and hand kisses to the older
sisters and especially to the dear Venerable Mother from all of us
with the wish that we should be as lucky as to greet our dear
Venerable Mother on our little farm and surround her with love! –
How happy we would be to share and to host you with what we
have!
Offering myself to your motherly love, I am in the Sacred
Heart of Jesus
With grateful hand kisses your spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
th
66 letter
Braddock, 1910, December 12th
Sr. Emerentiana writes and sends good wishes for the
coming year in the name of the sisters. She writes in her letter that
on December 8th three postulants received the habit. One of them
Sr. Stanisla, the second Sr. Bernadette and the third, Sr. Stefania.
So now we are 17 sisters, 4 novices and 6 postulants. – Even if we
would be hundred, it would not be enough. Priests are asking for
nuns from everywhere. The Superior also reports that everybody is
healthy, may be given many thanks to the Lord for this.
They are sending hearty greetings to the sisters at home and ask for
their holy prayers.
67th letter Annals III. 148.
Braddock, PA, 1911, May 4th
In this letter Superior Sr. M. Emerentiana thanks the
Venerable Mother for the pictures that are replicas of the altar
paintings in the motherhouse in Szatmar, after a photograph, which
were sent for New Year to all the sisters.
She writes that she had a lot of work regarding the building
of the new house, which they took over on April 26th, 1911. The
same day
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they put down 2,000 towards their loan, they still owe 8,000
dollars. The sisters went to the Bishop to pay their respects and to
ask permission for the chapel and to keep the Blessed Sacrament at
their altar. The Bishop gladly allowed it and gave them 180 dollars
and an altar stone for their chapel. The chapel was blessed by the
Reverend on May 1st. There were twelve sisters present. The
Superior mentions in her letter the incredible support of the Good
Lord. The Heavenly Father has helped them in all their matters and
troubles. – She writes also that they received from the better off
families chickens, ducks, even a cow. They have a horse and a cart,
so they have been provided with all that is needed. The sisters go
alternating for three weeks to the farm, which is great after the
dirty, smoky air in Braddock, Homestead and McKeesport. There
will have a retreat in July, after which, if the Good Lord allows,
one of the novices will pronounce the vows and four postulants
will receive the habit.
The sisters are very well, thanks the Lord. They send their
hearty greetings from so far away.
Dear Venerable Mother!

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA 1911, May 4th

I do not how to even start my letter after such a long
silence? First of all that you so much for the pictures of the altar!
Everybody was so happy about them! Then for the books, the Holy
Rules and the German manuals, for which I am sending with
today’s mail 30 crowns.
Now I will report what I have done since Christmas and
why I have been silent. During the Christmas vacation I was busy
with the rehearsals for the play. Since the play was on New Year
day. It was so successful that they asked for another one in
Carnival, which once again demanded time, then the piano lessons,
official letter writing, specially the distribution of the St. Ignatius
Holy Water,
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the many singing rehearsals for Lent and the Holy Week, as I
might have written before, here during Lent all the high masses,
masses, vespers, Stations of the Cross meditations, the usual songs
are done without the organ accompaniment, which requires a lot of
work and time. – I had to do many errands in conjunction with the
furnishing of the new house, so that we would receive everything
by May 1st, as we had to take it over then. But the Good Lord
arranged so that the moving was a week earlier, we took it over on
April 28th and the the Good Lord helped us, so I was able to put
down 2,000 dollars, thus our debt is this much smaller, but we still
owe 8,000 which is difficult to even say it aloud. On April 27th we
went to the Bishop to ask permission for the chapel and that we
could keep in it the Blessed Sacrament, which he gladly permitted,
and even gave us the gift of an altar stone and 180 dollars for our
new chapel.
We received a free day on May 1st from the Reverend, as it
is not the custom here, and he came out with us, he was assigned
by the Bishop to bless the chapel, which he did and that day was
the first mass, we were twelve. For the time being there will be one
mass weekly out here, the other days the nuns will go to the nearest
town, Perrysville for the mass. – I cannot imagine that this is really
ours and that the Good Lord is so generous to us and he helps us so
much.
I was able to furnish the chapel and the house, with the help
of the Good Lord, so that, even though meagerly, we still have all
what is needed; the important thing is that I was able to pay for
everything, as I was afraid that I would need to buy the furniture
on credit, but thank the Lord, I do not owe a cent. – We received
from a good family a cow as a gift, from another six ducks, from
others some hens; we also received a small horse and two carts
with the house, so we are provided with the necessary items.
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Until the vacations Sr. Claudia, Sr. Hedvig and two
postulants will be there. Afterwards the dear sisters will go
alternating for three weeks each for some fresh air, which will be
very beneficial after the dirty, smoky air of Braddock, Homestead
and McKeesport.
Our retreat will be in Braddock and will start in the evening
of July 19th, St. Vincent day and will finish on the 25th, the day Sr.
Fridolin celebrates 25 years of taking her vows. If the Good Lords
wants it too, a young novice will pronounce her vows and four
postulants will receive the habit. The priest will be the same as last
year.
Thank the Lord we are quite well and survived the winter
without major illnesses.
I just remembered, that Kalman Kovacs the parish priest of
McKeesport wrote in his newspaperxxxiii that soon there will arrive
twelve Hungarian sisters from Szatmar, and I do not know what
they will do and accomplish!? First there were going to be only
three, two for the boarding school, school and teaching, the
organization of the newsletter, subscriptions, going from
community to community, where they will teach religion, the third
to play the organ, help out in the church and give piano lessons the
whole day; and after all this, he was not embarrassed to admit they
will pay the nuns for all this work 20 dollars each and how much
they will give to the church (and his own pocket). I cannot imagine
how he wants to start this, in McKeesport there are only 18 to 20
families belonging to the church; the others are all spread out. Last
year on Easter Monday, if the Hungarians suddenly do not add
together their money, their church would have been sold.
Greeting the kind sisters, asking for their fervent prayers, to
the dear Venerable Mother sending our grateful hand kisses, I
remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Your grateful and obedient spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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68th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1911, June 2nd.

Dear Venerable Mother!
I am enclosing a picture of our little house taken by a
young gentleman whose parents are standing at the neighboring
farm; he surprised us with it because our neighbors told him that
we wanted to send home a picture of our little house. He lives in
Pittsburgh with his parents and comes out from time to time to visit
our neighbors.
The horse and cow on our farm are not ours, although we
have them now, slowly we will have everything we need. – Last
week I was out in the farm and as soon as I arrived home, the dear
sisters welcomed me with the news that the parish priest from
McKeesport, Kalman Kovacs had been there and told them that he
was giving an official statement, that soon two nuns will arrive at
his place, – so the ten are not coming, the house has been rented,
all what they are going to do, both of them are first class
musicians, they are very distinguished, as he said, they will have to
represent the high class of the parish with the leading of Superior
Jankovics. When the two dear sisters asked him if he had already
received notification, he said he was expecting it every day, – and
was he sure they were coming from Szatmar? He said he did not
know.
To all this I answered that I will not make an official
acknowledgment until I receive a statement from dear Venerable
Mother. Until I do not receive something from Szatmar, I will not
take seriously all this talk. It is easy to produce a great wind storm,
but the sisters cannot live from the air, they cannot produce
miracles. – I would be happy if the Hungarians had some nuns as
they do need some spiritual guidance. The poor ones, in many
places they live like animals, they are known for their fighting and
knifing.
Thank the Lord we are well, but it is very hot. The poor
dear sisters are melting away with the children. In all May
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we only had rain twice and it was so warm, that the older people
said it had not been this hot or dry for the last last 30 to 40 years.
Offering our little motherhouse to your fervent prayers and
and with many hand kisses I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Your grateful and obedient spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
69th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1911, August 8th

Dear Venerable Mother!
Finishing our retreat last week I will write a few lines.
Thanks to God’s mercy we are increasing in numbers. On July 25th
four postulants received the the habit, one became Saint Ladisla,
another Sr. Carmella, the third, Sr. Cyrilla, and the fourth Sr.
Methodia; a novice, Sr. Ignatia pronounced the vows and Sr.
Fridolin celebrated the anniversary of 25 years of having taken her
vows, on which occasion the Reverend father wanted her to renew
her vows. First she did not want to hear about it but afterwards she
obeyed nicely. The Reverend gave a beautiful sermon which
crowned the very touching ceremony. Afterwards we went to the
farm where he blessed the Stations of the Cross in our chapel, then
we came home and quietly in our closed circle we spent the rest of
the big day with great joy and happiness.
We did our retreat here in Braddock, three of us, Sr.
Gonzaga, Sr. M. Melitta and Sr. Colomana who did their retreat in
English at the Ursulines, worked on the farm.
Around St. Stephen’s day we will have the dispersion of
the apostles, until then it is quite a worry where to place whom? I
can just imagine dear Venerable Mother’s worries when the
dispersion starts!
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How is your health? Thank the Lord we are all well and
standing on our feet and enjoying the wonderful vacation, that is
the dear sisters part of whom are on the farm, the others here. I
would like to go to the farm for a couple of days as there is no high
mass, but I doubt that it will happen as there is always something
for which I have to stay here.
We greet the dear sisters and beg them to pray for us, as we
are doing for them.
I humble ask the dear Venerable Mother to write us a few
lines! Everyday I expect a letter from Szatmar and it is not
arriving!
The dear sisters send their hand kisses and I add mine to
them, offering myself and the whole convent to your good will and
motherly love.
In the Sacred Heart of Jesus I am
Your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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70th letter

Ave Maria
Braddock, PA, 1911, September 12th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I was so worried about your long silence, eight months,
since a word from home. I examined my conscience several times,
but I could not find anything with which I might have hurt dear
Venerable Mother and please God save me from ever doing it! I
wanted to be your obedient good daughter and keep being it.
Thank you so much for your precious words and the cards!
There was joy in Israel when we received your thick letter for
which we waited eight months!
By the good grace of the Lord we are 31 one and spread
like this:
On the farm we have: Sr. M. Claudia, M. Methodia, Sr. Hedvig
and one postulant.
In Mount Pleasant: Sr. M. Fridolin, Crescentia, Antonia and
Bernadette.
In Homestead: Sr. M. Martina, Wunibalda, Viventia, Josepha and
Stanisla.
In McKeesport, Sr. M. Gonzaga, Stefana and Ladisla.
In Braddock: Sr. Hilda, Melitta, Agilberta, Salesia, Ignatia,
Carmella, Cyrilla, 5 postulants and myself.
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(Repeats the list of the locations and names of nuns from
the previous page)
We are still on vacation in Braddock as the repairs in the
school are not finished. I believe we can start the heavy work on
the 18th?! In the other places they started on the 4th, there are
enough children everywhere, maybe even too many! I believe I
have to send a postulant to each Sr. Fridolin and Sr. Gonzaga, as
one has 90 and the other over 70 students, but three grades in one
room, which is really difficult
On our farm we had 43 bushels of wheat, a lot of tomatoes
and corn, not too many vegetables, not even potatoes as it was very
dry. We hope it will be better next year, as we got there late this
year. All our neighbors are very good, as they know our fruit trees
are very small still, so they provided us during the summer and
even now with fruit. Starting with the strawberry season to the fall
and now winter apples. May the Good Lord bless them.
At the beginning of November we have to pay the interest
of 240 dollars and if the Good Lord helps us, we will get 225
dollars from somewhere, we could pay down again 1,500 from our
debt.
The dear sisters send their hand kisses to dear Venerable
Mother, and greet the dear sisters, but I do too! Dear Venerable
Mother, offering myself to your motherly love and to my sisters! I
am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus your
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hand kissing obedient spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
71st letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1911, September 12th

Dear Venerable Sr. Adelheid:
Yesterday was a day of joy for us since, after many months
of waiting, we received a sign of life from our beloved
motherhouse. Many thanks and cordial hand kisses for your kind
lines! May the good Lord bless you for this! The dear sisters were
very happy about the photographs and names of the novices! Of
course, not all sisters could see them and hear the news because
they are at different locations since August 21st, and so, for the
time being, there are only 13 of us in Braddock. In Homestead
there are 6, in Mount Pleasant 5, on the farm there are 4, and in
McKeesport there are 3 sisters. Slowly our numbers are on the
increase and the Good Lord obviously helps us to make our living
and pay back our debt. Everybody is surprised how far we go with
such a modest income. Divine providence takes care of us “The
one who trusts in God, has built on a solid foundationxxxiv” how
true this saying is, when it refers to us, since we have nobody here
beside the Good Lord. He alone is mighty enough to provide us
with all that is necessary.
So far, we have not had any school here in Braddock, since
the buildings were being repaired and since that is not finished yet,
we could not do any teaching.
On the farm, God willing our future motherhouse, Sr. M.
Claudia
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is working real hard, she works ceaselessly but, thank God she is in
good health. She says that since she is working outdoors, it is
nearly almost six months; she only had one bad headache where
she had to take some medicine. Here in the town of Braddock, in
Homestead, and McKeesport she had to do that often since she had
a headache every week.
How is dear Venerable Mother Sr. Alcantara, how are
Kornelia and Melinda? Special greetings to them as well as many
greetings from all of us to all our dear sisters, the ones we know
and those we do not. We ask for their fervent prayers! I thank dear
Sr. Adelheid for the lovely letters and remain in the most Sacred
Heart of Jesus with many hand kisses, your former pupil
Sr. M. Emerentiana
72nd letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1911, December 13th

Dear Venerable Mother!
First of all I want to fulfill my obligations, that is, to wish
you dear Venerable Mother and everybody a joyful Christmas
holidays and a blessed New Year, in all our names. May the Good
Lord give the dear Venerable Mother enough body and soul
strength to fulfill the daily heavy and tiring obligations, may
success crown all the work and be able to enjoy many spiritual joys
from your daughters in 1912. We cry in unison with one heart, may
dear Venerable Mother live long! Now we also send a grateful
hand kiss for the valued letter! Dear Venerable Mother you cannot
imagine what happiness it gave me!
Are you worried about our debt? Please do not! The Good
Lord once again is slowly helping us, I can say miraculously! By
the end of October I paid the interest and 1,500 dollars of the loan,
so now we still have 6,500 in debt but last year at this time we
owed 10,000. We hope for the best!
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The sisters are very good, they save well and they are also happy
when they see our debt decrease. We all have to stick together and
save, otherwise we will fail; we are always more but our income
does not increase as much. The needs, really the most essential
needs as the clothing and the food are covered, we keep our vow of
poverty, and this is why I trust in the Good Lord that He will keep
helping us.
Right now we are 34 by the mercy of God and may He be
given thanks, we are all healthy, not taking into account the small
problems; everybody does their work diligently, and I can even
say, joyfully. But the cross is not missed here; the Good Lord
sends something every day, but this is good, otherwise we would
become overconfident and we would have no reason to earn a
place in paradise, and without the cross we will not get there.
Last month on the 10th our local Superior died, suddenly.
He was all afternoon at a the neighboring place where there was a
40 hour devotion, in the evening after benediction he complained
about a headache, but he said good-bye to his fellow priests. He
went to the station, but as soon as he arrived there, and it is really
close to the parish house, he fell down; a young man, who might
have known him, ran to the parish, but by the time the priests
arrived, the poor man was dead. May the Good Lord give him
eternal peace! He did not help us very much but he was a good
man. They buried him on November 13th, there were around 150
priests, the Bishop was leading. There was no homily, the Bishop
said “”the departed did not want one, and it was not necessary
either, as his life was a homily, we should follow him in virtue and
we will please the Lord and the people.”
He knew he was going to die like this, he told the chaplain,
who had sent him several times to the doctor as he was chocking a
lot. At
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one of this occasions he said: “The doctor found that around my
heart all the nerves have atrophied, and my heart hangs on one
nerve as on a thin thread, it can break any time; so I have to be
always ready to stand in front of God’s judgment as I do not know
when my heart will break off.” – Please pray for us that we get a
good Superior.
They are well on the farm, Sr. M. Claudia feels very well
there and it seems that the air and the exercise do her good.
What shall I write more? Last week on Saturday, nine of
the sisters went to a teacher conference, where the diocesan
education supervisor notified them that from now on, not only at
the end of the school year, but every three months he will send
questions that the poor students have to answer. It starts with the
2nd grade and all in writing. Poor sisters, they will have something
to keep them busy during the Christmas vacation. Soon we will be
in worse conditions that at home. Every year they demand more.
I keep forgetting to write, but it is high time, our Reverend
is really good to us, he gives us communion every week, five or six
times, exactly at 7 o’clock, which is a sacrifice as the mass is at 8
o’clock only. I can say he is totally a different man from before; he
goes to the farm, if he cannot do it every week, at least every two
weeks to the little chapel, so they have the Lord there. Please be
kind and write to him once, if you have a little time, he will really
appreciate it and he deserves it.
I greet all the kind sisters; wishing them a Happy New Year
and ask for their fervent prayers! Repeating our good wishes,
offering ourselves to your motherly love, which we will strive to
deserve with our work of religious order. Kissing many times your
blessed hands and remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus your
grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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73rd letter
On November 25th, 1911 we received a very long and
interesting letter from America. The letter which has been kept in
the Archives is from Kalman Kovats, the parish priest for the
Monongahela Valley Roman Catholic congregation. This parish
priest has received permission from his Diocesan Superior to ask
from Hungary for Hungarian nuns for the education of the
Hungarian and catholic youth.
Since the convents in Hungary require more and more
sisters every year for their own needs and it is difficult to fulfill
these with enough teaching sisters, the above mentioned parish
priest received a negative answer on December 12th, 1912, from
the administration in Szatmar.
74th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1912, July 20th

Dear Venerable Mother!
First of all I am presenting myself and my dear daughters to
wish you dear Venerable Mother our best congratulations for Saint
Anna and Saint Afra day and to convey all the best wishes from
our heart. I will not express in lengthy and pompous words our
congratulations, only simply and in short, I say: May the dear
Venerable Mother live on this world a long time, may the Good
Lord give her much mercy and many blessings on all her work and
all endeavors, and in heaven receive the crown of eternal
happiness!
Several months have passed since I wrote last to dear
Venerable Mother. I never had the time although I tried and every
day I wrote, sometimes late into the night. So, I will report in a few
words about what is happening to us, what are we doing and how
do we live?
We have a new Superior and he is the successor of the
deceased, that is, once again it is the German parish priest Joseph
Erer who is our Superior, who
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to tell the truth, is neither harmful nor helpful. At the end of April
we paid 1,500 dollars for our loan, also the interest – so now our
total debt is 5,000 dollars. The Good Lord helps wonderfully as I
do not know how I managed to accumulate such amount?! I do
have to say that the dear sisters in the chapter houses help with the
savings. – During the last school year since the sisters were very
busy, a lay teacher came to teach the postulants. They took their
exam on July 2nd and 3rd, twelve of them, but I do not know yet the
results. On those days there was a priest sent from the Bishop to
observe the sister and the postulants, collected the papers and took
them to Pittsburgh where they will be corrected and the results
sent, but when, I do not know?! It is better here than at home as the
certificate or diploma is in the religious name, there is no last or
first name, and afterwards the superior of the convent has to show
it to the diocesan education supervisor, so it is received faster by
the individual sister than at home, there is no grade given, just that
X Y has taken this or that exam with the appropriate results, and
the certificate permits her to teach in this or that grade. So there is
no chance for bragging and in case they leave the convent, it
cannot be useful. They cannot brag about having a diploma, so
they can go anywhere, but without the diploma.
At the end of July was the big conference of nuns, in which
at least 2,000 nuns participated from all over America. I was sorry
I could not be there, but from our group eight went, and they
figured that at least thirty different congregations were represented.
There were three bishops, one archbishop and many priests and
they all talked about the religious education and encouraged the
sisters to teach the children to be devout and afraid of the wrath of
God. The catholic women of Pittsburgh took care of the sisters and
all three days they were served excellent lunches,
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the ladies had engaged cooks, but they themselves served the nuns,
who were distributed at two or three tables, and since the lectures
were held in some Carnegie museum, and so that the nuns would
not be bored by the waiting, they opened several rooms and they
could admire the different exhibitions. The Bishop told them very
nicely that the ladies had organized and provided the kitchen and
would be very happy to take complete care of the nuns, but would
the priests please go to a restaurant close by, where they could get
a lunch for such and such price.
The retreat started on July 7 th and on the 13th was the
professing, five received the habit and their names are: Sr.
Emerica, she is a Hungarian girl, Sr. Regina, Sr. Klara, Sr. Brigitta
and Sr. Dorothea. Two pronounced the vows: Sr. Stanisla and Sr.
Bernadette.
We are living by the mercy of God and in view of the
circumstances we are well with 38 in numbers, and if the Good
Lord wishes it too, shortly we will be 40. We have 20 professed,
10 novices and 8 postulants. On the farm we have 17 and in
Braddock 21, in one week the ones here will go out and the others
will come in, so that everybody can spend three weeks in the fresh
air. I ask dear Venerable Mother please send me 36 manuals and
the address where I can obtain the necessary medals and skulls for
the vows. I just used the last one and I need it for December when
one of the novices will pronounce the vows, so I would like to
have them by then.
Greeting the dear sisters heartily! We ask for their fervent
prayers! Kissing the hands of dear Venerable Mother and with all
38 hearts we cry “long live”! I offer all of us to your motherly
love, your smallest daughter
Sr. Emerentiana
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75th letter

Ave Maria
Braddock, PA, 1912, October 15th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received the letter with holy cards sent with the sisters
from Sopronxxxv. What a joy! May the Good Lord reward them!
Dear Sr. Adelheid’s letter arrived two days before the
sisters, so I had time to find out when they were arriving, so we
could greet them in their new country. They arrived on October 3rd
in the evening at 8 o’clock in McKeesport and on the 4th I went
over with Sr. Gonzagato visit them. We were very happy to see
each other, then they handed over dear Venerable Mother’s letter
and promised us that next time they will come over to Braddock, I
have been waiting but until now they have not. It seems Father
Kovacs is not allowing them, as he is very angry at me that he did
not receive nuns from Szatmar. As I have heard, he is threatening
to accuse me in the Ministry at home. If he wrote to Sopron the
same thing as he told me to my face, for all the work he expected
the sisters to do, I am sure he would not have received any nuns
from there either. – Maybe later it will be possible for the sisters to
come over to visit us and then I might be able to write more about
them. Now I only know that all four were very sick during their sea
crossing, but when we saw them, they looked well. They have a
nicely furnished home, close to the church.
Dear Sr. Adelheid asked for the name of our chapters and a
list of the sisters, I am enclosing it with the five year accounts of
the motherhouse, as I had to prepare and send to the Bishop in
August. In the chapters there are no expenses accounted for any
clothing as the dear sisters receive it from here all sewn.
The manuals arrived, may the Good Lord reward you for it
until I can send the money! Please write me as soon as possible the
address of the dealer where
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I can order the skull and clasp for the rosary and the medals, also
the medals for the postulants. I wrote to several places here but
could not get them, and we really need these objects.
If dear Sr. M. Cornelia would be so kind to order for us: 24
of each medal, I would be very grateful. We would receive it
faster, at least by four weeks. The dealer could send it to us, in two
or three packages, with crossed strings with the bill and by
registered mail.
I hope dear Venerable Mother is well, as we all are,
thanking the Lord. – Many thanks from all of us for the holy cards,
but specially your obedient spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
76th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1912, December 16th

Dear Venerable Mother!
With the coming of the New Year I hurry to salute dear
Venerable Mother in my and all our names. May the Good Lord
keep you in permanent good health so that you can do more for the
benefit of our congregation, the glory of the Lord and the leading
of so many souls to the Heavenly home, who will form once your
crown! May you live long!
Did you receive my letters with the accounts and other
details?
I received the manuals, but I have not heard about the
clasps, medals, skull and the medals for the postulants. I asked
already twice and Sr. Stefania pronounced her vows, I barely
managed to prepare the rosary and she only received a medal of the
Virgin Mary, I did not have another. Two postulants received the
habit, one of them is Sr. Peregrina and the other Sr. Paula. Sr.
Stefania is Hungarian so she read the vows in Hungarian; it was
the first time in ten years that we had a homily in Hungarian in our
chapel. It is hard to express how happy we were! Our Reverend
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spoke very nicely! – Please be kind and let me know when we can
receive the needed medals!
We have in the hospital a sick novice, Sr. Emerica. They
operated on her leg, as the doctor said she had tuberculosis in her
bones. I do not know if we can keep her. – Her parents did not tells
us about it until now when it recurred. I am very sorry as she is a
very good, pious soul. – Now we are 43, 21 professed, 10 novices,
12 postulants. I have enough worries and work trying to place and
maintain these many people. The Good Lord slowly helps. – At the
end of October I will pay again 1,500 dollars and the interest, so
our total debt will be 3,500 dollars. – Last month the diocesan
education supervisor, he spent a whole day here, but thank the
Lord he was satisfied with everything and everybody. If we
continue as now, I do not know what else they will demand in the
school. This year we have to teach algebra and Latin in the 7th and
8th grade.
I repeat my good wishes, also my request regarding the
medals. – I ask for your fervent prayers for all of us and place in
your gracious motherly good will your American spiritual
daughters too, who with me send many hand kisses.
I am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus your obedient and
grateful first daughter.
Sr. M. Emerentiana
77th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1912, November 11th

Dear Venerable Sr. M. Adelheid!
Your valued lines, for which I thank you very much,
reached me today. Although I am very surprised about the request
to submit the names, etc. of the dear sisters again. I did this a
while ago, immediately after the first request and sent my letter on
October 16th by registered mail. It contained the accounts in
general of each house as well
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as the year of inauguration of each one. Could it be possible that
my letter was so late or that it sunk somewhere in the ocean!
Now I hurry to comply with your wish and send you the list
again. May St. Anthony, the shipping agent in general, direct it
over the ocean in a satisfactory way and into the good Venerable
Mother’s hands as soon as possible!
On October 25th, we paid back another 1,500 dollars so
since that day we only owe 3,500 dollars. Slowly we are getting
ahead! The good Lord helps! God willing, on December 7th Sr.
Stefania will pronounce her holy vows and two candidates will
receive their habits. Two weeks ago the sisters from Sopron were
with us in Braddock and on November 6th, visited Sr. M. Claudia
on the farm. Of what I heard, they liked it very much.
I am closing my letter now, so that it can leave
immediately. Many hand kisses for dear Venerable Mother and
cordial greetings to all dear sisters from all 41 of us. I ask you
humbly for your fervent prayers, dear Venerable Mother Adelheid,
and kiss your hands many times.
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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Our houses:
1. Braddock, PA, established in 1902
Superior: Sr. M. Emerentiana, Handlovits.
Professed sisters: Sr. M. Hilda Daubner
Sr. M. Agilberta Bognar
Sr. M. Ignatia Butka
Sr. M. Antonia Gonda
Sr. M. Josepha Jezofxky
Sr. M. Melitta Murcin
Sr. M. Salesia Terek
Novice sisters:
Sr. Maria Hemenyar
Sr. Klara Kozicky
Sr. Methodia Reges
Sr. Stefania Volkai
Postulants:
Maria Csalfa
Anna Dolny
Katalin Filip
Katalin Hornyik
Margit Schwartz
Julia Stofik
Zsuzsa Vastyak
Zsuzsa Zemancsik
2. Homestead, PA, established in 1907
Superior: Sr. M. Martina Pritz
Professed sisters: Sr. M. Colomana Chandik
Sr. M. Vincentia Csaszar
Sr. M. Bernadette Fialko
Novice sisters:
Sr. Carmela Kayfos
Sr. Regina Semnicky
3. McKeesport, PA, established in 1909
Superior: Sr. M. Gonzaga Merzl
Professed sisters: Sr. M. Ladisla Suhy
Novice sisters:
Sr. Brigitta Drobicsek
Sr. Emerica Paul
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4. Mount Pleasant, Pa, established in 1911
Superior: Sr. M. Fridolin Lengyel
Professed sisters: Sr. M. Margit Kratochvilla
Sr. M. Crescentia Marton
Sr. M. Wunibalda Misiak
Novice sisters:
Sr. Dorothea Kondracs
Postulant:
Elisabetha Chandik
5. St. Vincent Hill/ Farm/ our future motherhouse,
established in 1911
Superior: Sr. M. Claudia Jankovich
Professed sisters: Sr. M. Hedvig Urban
Postulants:
Mariska Sloboda
Zsuzsi Sotak
-----------------------------------------------------------Professed sisters:
Bognar, Sr. M. Agilberta
Butka, Sr. M. Ignatia
Chandik, Sr. M. Colomana
Chandik, Sr. M. Stanisla
Csaszar, Sr. M. Vincentia
Daubner, Sr. M. Hilda
Fialko, Sr. M. Bernadette
Gonda, Sr. M. Antonia
Handlovits, Sr. M. Emerentiana
Jankovich, Sr. M. Claudia
Jezofsky, Sr. M. Josepha
Kratochvilla, Sr. M. Margit
Lengyel, Sr. M. Fridolin
Marton, Sr. M. Crescentia
Merzl, Sr. M. Gonzaga
Missiak, Sr. M. Wunibalda
Murcin, Sr. M. Melitta
Pritz, Sr. M. Martina
Terek, Sr. M. Salesia
Urban, Sr. M. Hedig
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Novice Sisters

Suhy, Sr. M. Ladisla
Volkai, Sr. M. Stefana
Drobiscsak, Sr. Brigitta
Kandrace, Sr. Dorothea
Kayfax, Sr. Carmella
Kozicky, Sr. Klara
Paul, Sr. Emerica
Reges, Sr. Methodia
Semnicky, Sr. Regina
Postulants

Chandik, Elisabetha
Csalfa, Irma
Dolny, Anna
Filip, Kati
Hemenyar, Maria
Hornyik, Katarina
Schwartz, Margit
Sloboda, Mariska
Sotak, Zsuzsi
Stofik, Julia
Vastyak, Zsuzsi
Zemancsik, Zsuzsi

179

79th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1913, January 14th

Dear Venerable Mother!
First of all let me express my thanks for the mailed items!
May the Lord recompense you! There was joy in Israel! I only
gave it to the dear sisters a couple of days ago as the papers with
the renewal of the vows were here with the letters on New Year’s
Eve day but the booklets arrived much later. I am extremely happy
that on December 8th to the offertory we can add the renewal of the
vows, may the Good Lord bless the dear Venerable Mother that
she procured this! We have done it quietly in the chapel after the
communion; we did it maybe twice in the church when we did not
have a chapel. Regarding the diary, I have to truthfully admit that
we have not done it. What we lived through the first years was
enough, and we are happy that it is over and we do not want to
think back. But there were also many things we could not put
down on paper. If the Good Lord helps us, we will slowly do it,
until our motherhouse here in America is finished.
Once again I ask the dear Venerable Mother to please send
me the address where I can order the clasp needed for the vow
taker, the medals and the skulls. I have written several times during
the last six months, asking everybody to whom I have written and
nobody gives me an answer. I have a great need for these items,
the sister who pronounced her vows in December; I managed to
cobble together the reading with a small medal, just so she would
receive something at the altar.
I am happy that the dear sisters at home are well! We are
slowly surviving. We brought home Sr. Emerica, whose leg was
operated on, from the hospital on the 8th; but I am very sorry for
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her as I will need to send her home. Her leg is stiff and because it
is bone tuberculosis, according to the doctor, if not in the same
place, it will come back somewhere else.
We spent the Christmas holidays joyfully and happily, we
did not have a midnight mass, but at 5:30 was the first one in the
church, with many helpers, afterwards a silent one in our chapel
and then three more in the church. We had vacation from the 20th
of December until January 6th, already with classes on that day. So
the heavy work started for the poor sisters. I repeat humbly my
request as far as the medals is concerned. Thank you very much for
the sent items and grateful hand kisses from all of use! But
especially from me, who is your obedient and grateful spiritual
daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
80th letter

Ave Maria
Braddock, PA, 1913, January 21st

Dear Venerable Mother!
Yesterday I received a letter from dear Sr. Adelheid in
which she informs me that the medals have been ordered. Thank
the Lord! I cannot tell you how happy I am! If we would be living
next door I would not mind, but until something arrives here in this
far world, it takes so long that we can hardly await, especially if it
is something so needed and crucial as these items, the medals. I
sent another letter to dear Venerable Mother a couple of days ago
about this, but now my soul is at peace.
I am also happy that the accounts, my letters and
everything else arrived at home. Since I wrote not so long ago,
nothing important happened. Thank the Lord, not counting the
small every day problems, we are quite well health wise, and we
do strive with the mercy of the Lord to be good, everybody is
doing their tasks, quietly from morning till evening, and at night
we go to rest tired.
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The sisters from Sopron are also well. Sr. Gonzaga goes to
them twice a week to give them English classes and she says they
are studying diligently. At Christmas Sr. M. Melitta and Sr. M.
Agilberta visited them for a day, now they are planning to come
over here. We are expecting them! Are you afraid of the war too?
Maybe the Good Lord will take pity on us and will save our poor
dear nation?! We are also praying with the children in the school
for the restoration of peace and the well being of our nation.
Would the Good Lord listen to our feeble prayers!
This year we had no winter, only yesterday and today, the
weather is warm and rainy, just like in the summer and in a few
places there has been flooding with damages. Saturday, on the 18 th
I went with Sr. M. Agilberta to Pittsburgh, on our return we had
such a storm that only the Good Lord’s care saved us from an
accident. There was thunder and lightning, we were even soaked in
the street car, it was such a rain that it came through the windows,
and suddenly there was a fire in the car; luckily the conductor was
able to stop the car and put out the fire, and we only suffered a
fright and a shower.
Offering ourselves to your motherly good will and I beg for
your fervent prayers!
Amidst many thankful hand kisses I am your obedient
spiritual daughter,
Sr. Emerentiana
81st letter

Ave Maria
Braddock, PA, 1913, April 3rd

I am respectfully letting you know that I received recently a
notification from Frigyes Weisz regarding the clasps and the
medals, and he writes that he sent a small box some time ago, but
we have not received it yet. I await it every day, but it is not
coming. – I am sure you heard about the terrible floodsxxxvi around
here. The Good Lord save us, may He be given thanks. Many
reverent
Letter is interrupted, no conclusion
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82nd letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1913, July 12th

Dear Venerable Mother
A couple of months have passed since I have given a sign
of life from us, although I tried several times, but always a problem
came in between which delayed my letter writing. But now since
St. Anna and St. Afra days are coming, I am setting aside all the
work so in the name of all of us, I can congratulate our dear
Venerable Mother with a few humble lines! What shall I wish for
this double day celebration? A long blessed life, perpetual good
health, strength for the great work, peace, patience for the bearing
of the everyday cross. May the Good Lord’s blessing accompany
you in all your tasks and crown them with success! To our good
wishes I add my humble request that you keep in your noble heart
a small place for us and radiate on us your motherly love, we who
are in the far land working with the help of the Good Lord and try
to keep and live following the Holy Rules, and to promote in us
and the souls of the novices trusted upon us the eternal salvation.
I hope dear Venerable Mother is feeling well and the dear
sisters too, since you are enjoying the wonderful vacation! We are
also quite well, thank the Good Lord, 44 in number. At the end of
April we paid down 2,000 dollars, so our total debt is 1,500 dollar.
I admit that the Good Lord is helping us miraculously, despite the
fact that the Pan-Slav priests are eating us up, – we are slowly
progressing.
We had confirmation in May, on July 29th a first mass by a
new priest, who was born in Braddock, and belonging to our
parish. There was much joy, admiration; he is the first one from
our parish and the first from Braddock, so the whole city
celebrated. – We finished the school year on June 24th
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and on the 30th and July 1st we had the novices teacher exams.
Seventeen took the tests but we will know only later how many
passed?
The retreat will be held later this year, we start on August
9 and finish on the 19th, on which occasion, if the Good Lord
desires, six postulants will receive the habit and three novices will
pronounce the vows: Sr. Ladisla, Methodia and Carmella. The
retreat will be held by a Benedictine father.
th

At this time there are 17 sisters on the farm enjoying the
good air. Sr. Gonzaga stayed in McKeesport as the parish priest
had to leave, his brother died, so she has to do some of his work, as
he could not find a substitute, he asked me to leave the sisters
there, if anybody showed up, they can call for a priest from
somewhere else. There are four in McKeesport, the rest are here in
Braddock.
Out confessor also went away, Antal Gracik, he sails today,
to visit his sick mother, at home in beautiful Hungary. In the
county of Arvaxxxvii. He is a very upstanding man and a very good
confessor. I hope we get him back!
In the past days we went to the the Bishop and he was very
kind to us. He was interested and asked about us. Among other
things he said, and I am not saying this to boast but as a reassuring
item, that he was very happy that the diocesan education
supervisor praised us, how well we are leading our schools.
I visited the dear sisters from Posonyxxxviii on June 21st.
There are also well, although they are slowly loosing their healthy
complexion; sadly, all the smoke and coal grit in this region
browns and yellows the people. Is it also as hot at home? We
nearly thought we had to die from the heat, but it is slightly better,
it is raining and that cools down the air a bit, not much, but
bearable.
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Last week the lightning hit the electric cable close to our home and
two men were killed, both of them from Hungary, one a Slovak
one a Russian.
I think I wrote everything, all that was needed and what
interests dear Venerable Mother. As a matter of fact, the medals
are slowly arriving, one package is still missing, which I hope I
will receive in time.
Once again I wish the best we can think about for dear
Venerable Mother! I am offering all of us to your motherly love
and ask for your fervent prayers, which we also do for all of you. –
Many respectful hand kisses from all of us, but specifically from
me, as your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
83rd. letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
Getting some free time, I am hastily writing a few lines to
tell you about our life and at the same time, ask why the long
silence? Did I offend dear Venerable Mother with something?
Knowingly and willingly not, but maybe accidentally I wrote
something in my letter with which I offended you, so I humbly ask
your pardon! It really hurts me that there has been no answer to
many of my letters and we seem to be forgotten and abandoned by
everybody. Only the Good Lord worries about us, nobody else in
this wide world.
I will write concisely what has happened since August in
our lives. We finished our retreat on August 15th, which were
conducted by a Benedictine father from Chicago, and on that day
six received the habit. Their names are: Sr. Dominica, Sr. Alfonsa,
Sr. Franciska, Sr. Albertina, Sr. Martha and Sr. Vaclava. The
following three pronounced the vows: Sr. Ladisla, Sr. Carmella
and Sr. Methodia. On August 20th
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we had the distribution of the apostles, that day the dear sisters
were sent so: dear Sr. M. Claudia is with five novices on the farm,
Sr. M. Martina went to Homestead where there are nine, Sr.
Fridolin went to McKeesport where there are four and Sr. M.
Gonzaga to Mount Pleasant where there are seven. The rest will
stay in Braddock. All together we are forty six. We have enough
students everywhere, in Braddock around 500 and we started in
our first year with 56 students.
At the end of August we had a big scare, Sr. M. Gonzaga as
soon as she left for Mount Pleasant developed a high fever and the
doctor diagnosed typhoid fever. I sent Sr. Wunibalda to nurse her,
Sr. Josepha to substitute in the school, as here they start on time on
September 1st; and when it was possible, I went to visit her and to
help out. But as always, the Good Lord was merciful to us, the
fever left after two weeks and now everything is in the right track.
In one way our life improved a bit. Our parish priest
received a chaplain so he can come to say mass in our chapel more
often and we have to go out less, for which we are very grateful.
At the end of the month we have to pay again interest and if
the Good Lord helps us, we will be able to pay off our loan for
good. But then I have to think again about building or buying a
larger home, and thus acquire another loan.
Offering myself to your good will and your fervent prayers,
I am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your hand kissing grateful
spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
84th letter

Ave Maria
Braddock, PA, 1913, January 22nd

Dear Venerable Sr. Adelheid!
Many thanks for your nice letter! I have been very nervous
about the medals since we need them very much and it has been
already
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six months that I asked and begged for them but in vain. Now that
your valued letter has arrived with an explanation, my soul is at
rest.
We got the circular letter, greetings and brochures about
our congregation and that caused great pleasure and rejoicing; I
wish dear Venerable Mother and the dear sisters could have seen
and heard, what cheering went on in the whole house! In honor of
all this, we wanted to hold recreation at noon but since two sisters
were with the schoolchildren and two went to take over for them, I
told them that I would bring all this to the table at dinnertime,
when all of us would be together. In the afternoon, I had to leave
for Homestead in an official matter and returned a little late, so it
was a little too much to wait that long. The dear Lord wanted that
the dear sisters would show a little patience. The surprise was
greater and the joy louder due to the fact that the poor souls had to
wait so long.
We are worried and fearful due to the war since we
sympathize with our dear sisters and pray a lot and do the same
with the schoolchildren for holy peace. Alas, I wish the dear Lord
would listen to our prayers.
These days, I got the different details and subjects on which
the dear sisters have to prepare for their exams, again there are two
subjects more than last year. I really don't know where this will
lead to! Many cordial greetings from all of us, dear sisters! Again,
many thanks for the nice letter! I recommend myself to your
fervent prayers and kiss your hands more than once".
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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85th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1914, January 17th

Dear Venerable Mother!
Thousand grateful hand kisses for the small and large
crosses! which we received on the 14th of this month. There was
great joy from all sides and they made sure that I will thank for
these treasures. So I repeat it in my name and the name of my
spiritual daughters: May the Good Lord reward you! – Now I will
answer your questions in order:
From the people settled here, some of them know
Hungarian, but the majority speaks English or Slovak. The dear
sisters visit the sick, in the places where the priest allows it, as
sadly we have worked with some priests, who have forbidden it
from the pulpit.
As far as the patronage is concerned, we spoke about it
with Sr. Martina; but it is not easy to start it here. The school
buildings belong to the parish, who allows different societies to
meet there on Sunday afternoons. There are two or three male
societies and about the same number of women, girls, boys, etc., so
we cannot even go to the school as nearly all the rooms are taken.
In one word, the whole building is full of strangers. Later, if the
Good Lord helps us, that we will have our own building, we will
try to see if we can do something good in that direction.
The other letter with the answer to Sr. Melitta arrived also.
I do not know what to write about this matter? I do not know
where is she going to end if she continues this? I have not spoken
to her yet. I ask dear Venerable Mother to explain to her who is her
superior. Not so long ago she told the chaplain that her superior is
not home, I am only the superior of the young ones. Poor woman,
she does not know that she is not
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harming me but herself with this.
As I wrote earlier, and I will repeat again: The morning
prayer, excluding the meditation and the rosary, is in English. Sr.
Hilda and Sr. Melitta meditate in English, Sr. Agilberta and Sr.
Stefania in Hungarian, the rest with me, in Slovak. The morning
and noon reading, at table, is in English. During dinner we read the
Lives of the Saints in Slovak. The afternoon reading is in Slovak as
all of them understand that, and the English, Hungarian, German is
not understood by all. The even-song and the evening prayer is in
English. So that the dear sisters have the opportunity to ask if they
any difficulties, I hired for the third year an English teacher, who
prepares the young novices for the tests. I pay her 1.00 dollar for
the hour. I also have classes for the novices who work around the
house, they have everyday catechism, English and Slovak reading
and writing, and a bit of arithmetic, so they have some basic
knowledge, – I cannot do more. The Slovak is slowly disappearing
but they demand in the school the Slovak catechism, reading and
writing. In the church I cannot omit the prayers in that language.
The Slovaks are paying us, with their very hard earned cents, so it
is reasonable and fair that we should speak – and serve them in
their language –. It is amazing that Sr. Melitta, who is the only one
among us from the same social class, is the most unsettled about
something that cannot be helped.
I never wrote about anybody’s faults, as I always think, I
myself have enough, if the dear sisters endure mine, then I am
obliged to do the same; but now it was necessary to mention a
couple of things – I prayed a lot about this, that the Good Lord
should enlighten her… Nothing is impossible with the Good Lord.
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I am sorry that this time I had to mention this. Sadly, we
are fallible people and not angels.
On Christmas Day a very devout Slovak priest passed
away; he was one of our benefactors and did a lot of good for us.
The funeral was very impressive and beautiful. The Honorable
Bishop attended too and they say, around ninety priests, but I did
not count them. – They themselves did everything, one of them
played the organ and the others sang. – On New Year’s Day the
superior of the German sisters died. She got pneumonia and as
soon as she was sick, they took her to their motherhouse and she
died after two weeks. The sisters say that she was conscious until
the last minute, she held the blessed candle and spoke clearly the
prayer of the dying. That is a mercy too to be able to go from work
directly to the eternal peace. Not surprising, she was a very good
sister, a modest and humble soul.
Thanking again your letter and the little crosses, I close my
lines. With many grateful hand kisses, I am in the Sacred Heart of
Jesus your obedient spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
86th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1914, March, 14th

Dear Venerable Mother!
May God reward you for your letter of sympathy and the
prayers! I am convinced these helped me in my recovery! And I
cannot complain, as the dear sisters surrounded me with such love
and care, they nursed me so well, and here and at school with their
students, they prayed a. lot. May the Good Lord reward them!
Now I am up, but I am not allowed to walk a lot as my feet
swell up immediately. The doctor was here today again and he
does not allow me to go outside,
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so tomorrow will be the 8th Sunday that I was not at mass. On
week days we have a mass in our chapel, but on Sundays there are
four in the church, so we have to go outside. Which we do gladly if
we are healthy. Next week we will have the 40 hour devotion, so
we will have a lot to do to prepare everything.
During my illness we received three postulants, so we are
49, the 50th comes next Tuesday. Only the Good Lord knows how
many will stay, may they stay steadfast! We pray for this every day
and ask the Good Lord fervently.
Repeating my deep gratitude and offering myself to your
motherly good will, I am with grateful hand kisses your spiritual
daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
87th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1914 April 16th

Dear Venerable Mother!
Since I know you appreciate receiving a few lines from me,
I am sending a letter, even if it is not a long one, but one that lets
you know how we are doing. Thank the Lord, in view of the
circumstances we are doing quite well! My leg is improving very
slowly and it is usually swollen by the evening and sometimes it
hurts, but I hope that once spring arrives and it warms up, I will
recuperate totally.
We are facing a big worry and work. The Bishop is
insisting that we start a motherhouse, or at least part of it. He
approved us to borrow 20,000 dollars and promised us to give us
the first 1,000 which he immediately did, but he forbade us to tell
anybody about this, he said we can obtain the rest slowly. I admit
that he is very good to us, although they say, he does not
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like the foreign speakers. We have not felt this, only his
benevolence. Truthfully, we try not to bother him too much, only if
we have a matter to discuss, he always grants us an interview and
gives us his fatherly advice.
The most difficult days have gone by, that is, the Lent, the
40 hour devotion and the Holy Week, as all these require a lot of
work. But now we have to prepare again for the exams. I know that
at home you are also working very hard as you start with the
exams in May.
So I do not forget, the next letter will not be Sisters of
Charity, as that is the name under which they registered us, but
here there are many Sisters of Charity, so for example in
Homestead and Mount Pleasant there are others besides us, which
causes a lot of problems with the mail being delivered to the wrong
house. So we thought to use Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul, which
is on our seal. We asked the Bishop what does he say? As response
he wrote that our name should be the Vincentian Sisters of Charity
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as he did not want us to
be foreigners, but ours. I do not know what the dear sisters will
say, if they will be happy with the new name?
We are now a round 50 in numbers and all of us are
sending hand kisses and offering ourselves to your good will and
motherly love. I humbly ask for your fervent prayers and remain
your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
88th letter

Ave Maria!
Braddock, PA, 1913, December 15th

Dear Venerable Mother!
Thousand thanks for the kind long letter. I was so happy
about it.
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May the Good Lord bless you for it! On October 3rd we paid off
the last installment of our debt, so thank the Good Lord we do not
owe anything. Everybody who knows about it is surprised about it,
but mainly I, as there were times that we barely had 5,000 dollars
in the house. To dress and feed and cover all the necessities
required for 46 people is a great worry, especially with such a
small income us ours. I can say that the Good Lord really helps us.
I often think that I do not deserve it. But the Good Lord knows that
we do not have anybody else but Him, so He helps us. I thought we
would change the small farm with another, with a larger house and
a bit closer to Pittsburgh, but the Honorable Bishop, who himself
came to check it to see if it would be more convenient than ours,
did not allow it. He did not find it as healthy as our place and it
was quite steep in two sides, so it would be impossible to build
later if we wanted to do so. We went to see him on Saturday and
we agreed to stay where we are now, as he said, he did look around
and did not find a better place. Closer to the city it is very
expensive and we cannot buy as much land so that the sisters could
walk around freely. Around Duquesne and McKeesport everything
is so full of smoke that the sisters would never get fresh air. So we
should stay there and start building. So once again I will have the
worry where to get the money? At present we would like to build a
simple brick building for 100 people, and later when this is paid
off, another similar building and in the middle the church, so one
wing would be for the professed nuns and the for the novices, who
will meet at the church. But who will live to see this?!!
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I received the medals, clasps and skulls from Frigyes
Weisz, but he did not send any beads. I do not regret this as I can
obtain them here, quite nice large one and relatively not expensive,
naturally in black. I do not know if I wrote that last year we
received a notice to send to the diocese our certificates and that the
sisters need to take a test again. I did the first, making note of who
has what certificate or papers, but with the tests I was in no hurry. I
thought if they really demanded it, we will have to do it but I will
wait. In August I received a letter from the office of the Bishop and
I was afraid that the poor sisters will have to repeat the exams; but
the letter said to let them know which sisters have been teaching
for fifteen years. I did this and a week later they returned all our
documents and to the sisters in question, each one a certificate,
with which they are allowed to teach in the diocese of Pittsburgh
the four elementary grades and the public 4th grade. So now I have
a clear conscience about the matter. The teachers have to take five
exams, nobody is allowed to take tests in two grades in the same
year, but everything is prescribed, each year what subject is to be
done.
Now I have to write some news to dear Venerable Mother,
since October we pray in English. Poor Sr. Fridolin took the
trouble to translate, but as she was not finished, we did not print it,
everybody just wrote it down. The rosary, the Stations of the
Cross, the Beatitudes, etc. we say in Slovak as we need to do that;
often we have to pray in the church and if we do not practice, it
will just not go, as it would be shameful to stand in front of the
people and be stammering. The “Our Daily Bread” which we read
in the morning, I started to translate into Slovak when by chance I
found it in English, so
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we read it in English, and then I translate into Slovak, or I say it to
the novices after breakfast during class, as we have some who do
not understand the English. I do not know when I can write the
Annals, I am always so busy that I do not have time for it. But as
soon as I have some free time, I will start working on it.
I just noticed that the good wishes I wanted to start with
have been left to the end of my letter. We wish you in all our
names dear Venerable Mother a joyful Christmas and the blessings
of the Lord for the coming New Year. May the year 1914 be for
dear Venerable Mother the year of happiness, joyfulness and
satisfaction! Nothing should sadden your noble heart and if by any
chance, some problem arises, may the Good Lord give you
patience and enough spiritual strength to be able to bear it! We also
wish the dear sisters a joyful Christmas and a happy New Year!
And ask for your fervent prayers. We also promise to remember
the dear sisters at home in our humble prayers, but mainly dear
Venerable Mother. Finally, I offer myself and all my daughters to
your good will and remain with grateful hand kisses your obedient
spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
89th letter

Ave Maria!
Pittsburgh, PA, 1914, July 8th

Dear Venerable Mother!
We are congratulating you from far away on the occasion
of Saint Anna and Saint Afra day! – Yesterday evening I came
over here to the Convent of the Ursulines with Sr. Claudia to do
this year our retreat. All the sisters here are very kind and nice to
us. May the Good Lord bless them! –
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We started the construction of our motherhouse on June
10 with God’s mercy. We started a difficult task. I took on a debt
of 29,500 dollars, truthfully, with the Bishop’s encouragement, but
still the worries are mine. The blessing of the corner stone will be
on August 2nd by the Bishop and to which we invite respectfully
our Spiritual Mother. The building should be finished in 100 days
according to the contract. They are progressing nicely, the weather
is propitious, the Good Lord gives us rain in the evening or the
night, so until now, they had to stop with the work only once for
half a day. On August 11th we will have the taking of the habit and
vows. Five will receive the habit and six will pronounce the vows,
if the Good Lord helps us.
th

The teaching certification exams, for which twenty are
preparing, this year will be on August 24th and 25th. If the Good
Lord desires, we will open this year one or two schools, with three
sisters each. In view of the circumstances we are quite well,
although we cannot live without a cross or problem in this valley
of tears, but it would not be good otherwise. It is often necessary
so that our souls strengthen and unify better with the Good Lord.
I repeat our good wishes and all of us kissing your hands
many times, but mainly I, as your smallest grateful daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
90th letter
Braddock, PA, 1915, January 25th
Superior Sr. M. Emerentiana writes the following. We are
praying a lot for our afflicted nation and the dear sisters who are at
home and all our relatives; also praying fervently for the noble
soldiers fighting on the battlefields and beg the Good Lord to help
them be victorious as soon as possible.
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We all are for the Little Office (Officium Parvum), and
honestly, this was my wish for a long time, that we should adopt it.
Please let us know at your convenience in which language do you
pray it, the arrangements, etc. Our house is finished. The blessing
will be in May, please come with a few dear sisters, and if the
enemy takes away our homeland, which I do not even want to
think about, please come to us. We would love to see you.
91st letter
Braddock, PA, 1915, April 19th
We feel the results of the war here in the United States too.
Poor people, there is hardly any work anywhere, in most places the
factories are idle, the inflation is growing day to day. Mainly the
price of items like flour, meat, vegetables, is increasing. There is
enough misery here so I can imagine what is happening at home.
Our house is finished and the blessing will be on May 31st.
But until then I have enough worries and things to do, often I do
not know where my head is. It is hard to say or write that our debt
is 25,000 dollars, but to pay it off will be very difficult. Although I
am the most surprised how much the Good Lord helps with
everything. – Now we are 60, 30 professed nuns, 12 novices and
18 postulants, and no endowment, a little help from time to time.
We ourselves have to teach the young ones, maintain them, and
dress them. – With this we invite respectfully dear Venerable
Mother and the dear sisters to our home’s blessing! It would be
such a joy if some of them could come here!
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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92nd letter
Braddock, PA, 1915, May 18th
Dear Venerable Mother!
The Johnstown parish priest, János Rácz has been here a
few days ago and and asked me to write a few lines to Reverend
Mother with the humble request of getting two or three sisters for
next school year. I told him that most probably, dear Venerable
Mother will not be able to send any but he would not leave until I
promised to write to you. Please, if possible, send us three or four
sisters, I can’t tell you how much we need them. Or, maybe two
that also speak Slovak and two that only speak Hungarian, I would
send them to the Hungarian School and if, additionally, I sent Sr.
M. Claudia and Sr. Melitta, everybody would be happy! As I have
mentioned already, the house-warming will be the 31st of this
month. The Honorable Bishop will carry out the dedication and
will say the first Holy Mass and the sermon in English. The
sermon in Slovak will be held by the Rev. Kerchnok (from the
Diocese of Rozsnyó), who normally is our confessor.
We are very busy now with the furnishing of the house. We
have to get everything ourselves, which is not very pleasant. We
pray together every day and ask the Sacred Heart of Jesus to have
mercy with our dear sisters, our mother country and all of Europe!
Although we do not know what awaits us here, will not suffer the
same fate as our compatriots shortly. The sisters from Aachen,
named after the Divine Providence, were so good as to give us
$7000 at 4%. At the bank, where we got the money from, we have
to pay 6%, so that helps us a little. May the good Lord bless them.
Your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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93rd letter

Annals III. 273
1915, December 9th

Sr. M. Emerentiana reports to dear Venerable Mother about
the American convents. Among other things, she writes the
following:
I wrote this summer in July, at the time I moved from
Braddock to the new provincial house and later on once again, but
since I never got an answer to any of my letters, I start my report
from July onwards.
At the beginning of July all the dear sisters came to St.
Vincent Hill, which is the name we gave to our little property. The
teachers’ exams were held here: 32 sisters from different courses
gave their exams and, thanks to the Lord they were all so lucky as
to pass. The dear sisters were all very happy, as we can say now, in
our new home. Where we have Holy Mass, Holy Communion and
often the benediction with the Sacred Eucharist at the same time
every day.
To tell the truth, we had missed a lot of these things up to
now, but the good Lord makes up for all of this.
The retreats started on August 1st, at the end of which, 6
candidates received the holy habit; their names: Sr. Hildegard, Sr.
Eulogia, Sr. Regis, Sr. Benedicta, Sr. Philomena, and Sr.
Genovefa. Seven sisters pronounced the holy vows, namely: Sr. M.
Alphonsa, Sr. M. Franciska, Sr. M. Martha, Sr. M. Václava, Sr. M.
Gertrud, Sr. M. Monika and Sr. M. Albertina. On July 17th, I
definitely said good-bye to Braddock and have been here since. On
August 16th, the dear sisters departed strengthened in body and
soul and refreshed to their respective domicile, namely to:
1.

Struthers, Ohio Sr. M. Claudia and four sisters.
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Braddock: Sr. M. Fridolin and 8 sisters
McKeesport: Sr. M. Hilda and 3 sisters
Uniontown: Sr. M. Gonzaga and 4 sisters
Donora: Sr. M. Melitta and 3 sisters
Homestead: Sr. M. Martina and 9 sisters
Mt. Pleasant: Sr. M. Agilberta and 6 sisters
Bitumen: Sr. M. Vincentia and 2 sisters
St. Vincent Hill: myself and Sr. Wunibaldain charge of the
kitchen, there are 15 of us here with the novices and
postulants.
All in all there are 62 of us and thanks to the mercy of the
Good Lord, all in relatively good health. There is a little trouble or
illness here and there, but that is nothing. We still have a debt of
$23,500. Last year year we paid back $4,000, this year $1,500. If
the good Lord sends us members and gives us good health, we will
slowly pay off the rest. The interest eats up a lot, but what can we
do if we do not have the money to pay back our debt at once! To
tell the truth, the auditor of the Diocese also came to see us, and
inspected all accounts and bills. Every house has to be presented,
one and by one and then, all of them together.
*****
94th letter

Annals III. 364

The Most Reverend Provincial Mother Superior received a
letter from the Provincial Superior in charge of the sisters working
in the United States, in which she reports of the present situation.
All the members of the congregation of Szatmár sent out to the
United States, are still alive, but the are scattered, namely our
Superior Sr. M. Claudia is in the town of Bitumen, Sr. M. Fridolin
in Donora, Sr. M. Hilda in McKeesport, Sr. M. Gonzaga in
Pittsburgh, Sr. Wunibalda in Uniontown, Sr. M. Melitta in
Pittsburgh in the second boarding school and Sr. M. Agilberta in
Mt. Pleasant. So, this province has 115 members, 61 professed
sisters, 35 novices and 19 postulants.
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We have 14 schools, with the motherhouse there are 15. The
motherhouse is too small to receive all members because during
vacation all teaching sisters must be in the motherhouse. So far,
only one dear novice is resting in the cemetery; may the Good
Lord guard them and keep them in good health because we are in
dire need of them.
The Bishop of Pittsburgh requested that the book with the
Holy Rules, the prayers and ceremonies be sent to Rome for
approval. They did this on December 30, 1919. János Hagel, the
chaplain, was so kind as to translate the necessary items into Latin
within three months. They are still waiting for the answer from the
Holy See.
May the good Lord help that this new bud of our
congregation should keep blooming as a consequence of the
terrible war a lot of our houses were dispersed.
* ** ** ** * *.
95th letter
St. Vincent’s Hill, 1926, August 29th
Dear Venerable Mother M. Editha!
This morning at 11.35 our dear Mother M. Claudia passed
away, provided with the last sacraments, after nine days with a
very painful illness. Please inform her brother! Letter follows. I
remain, in the Sacred Heart of Jesus with a hand kiss from all of
us, especially from
Sr. M. Emerentiana
The burial will take place, on September 1st, at 10 o’clock
in the morning.
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96th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
St. Vincent Hill, 1926, September 2nd
I write these lines with a saddened heart since I would like
to inform you about the illness and death of our dear Mother M.
Claudia. I hope you received the card I sent you on the day of her
passing on? On August 20th, in the evening she drank a cup of tea
in perfect health, she had toast and some grapes for supper; she felt
sick during the night and suffered from painful vomiting. The dear
sisters got up, those who were near her, and made tea and gave her
some medicine, on Saturday morning I called the doctor, who gave
her all kinds of medicine, etc. that same afternoon, she prepared
herself to receive the final sacraments and on Sunday, August 22,
our good Reverend gave her the last sacraments even though the
illness didn’t look dangerous. For the edification of all of us, the
good soul received the last sacraments with the strongest devotion,
spiritual joy and in accordance with the Good Lord’s will. From
Monday through Thursday noon she felt the same, sometimes
better, sometimes worse, the vomiting tortured her and from
Thursday noon till Friday morning she felt somewhat better and all
of us were happy with this development. The sisters departed that
day, each one to her destination. Superiors Sr. M. Gonzaga, Sr. M.
Melitta and M. Josepha with the respective sisters, stayed on a few
days longer so, they were a great help in nursing, which they did
gladly. On Saturday, the 28th, her stomach turned , in other words,
she got worse, I stayed with her until midnight or rather till 1
o’clock, at that point she was quite calm; we prayed together and
she often repeated : Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation! After
midnight Sr. M. Gonzaga took over, then she became restless, she
was in great pain, poor soul. It was admirable that she could take
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Holy Communion every day, even on the last day, Sunday, August
29th, when she she passed away in the Lord at 11:35. There were
two priests with her and about 25 of us, it was her wish that two
priests accompany her at the time of her death and the good Lord
Jesus conceded her this favor. She was embalmed in the afternoon,
according to local custom; and after that six of us took turns
praying at her casket day and night till Wednesday, 10 o’clock
when the funeral mass and the burial took place. There were 10
priests at the burial. The dear sisters carried her down to the
cemetery, and we put her to rest next to the cross, a location she
had chosen herself. R.I.P. She was given a lot of masses and even
more prayers, so I hope she is in heaven with the Dear Jesus and
prays for us there! Please inform her dear brother of the sad news!
I hope that all of us will still be together next year and can
celebrate the 25th anniversary, since by now good Mother Claudia
is missing, Sr. M. Fridolin is not well either and I almost died in
Uniontown, where the Rev. Pobozsny visited me; when he came to
see us in the motherhouse, all of us were pretty well but now, none
of us can brag about good health; Sr.. M. Hilda is one of those who
is keeping best.
On July 8th, we were visited by four Croatian bishops from
home; they were in the company of 27 priests. They all had lunch
with us. After lunch they toured our buildings, the chapel came at
the end and by then all of us had gathered there, the Bishop from
Besztercebányaxxxix held a sermon and the one from Kassa xl,
Csárszky, gave us the blessing. That was the nicest part. After the
blessing they went over to the parish house, here I introduced each
sister to them and the Bishops from Kassa and Szepes exchanged a
few words with each and every one of the sisters.
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After the introductions, the gentlemen talked with each other and
the honorable Bishop Csárszky wrote the cards, at that time our
dear Mother Claudia was still in good health and quite happy, who
would have thought that within six weeks she would not be with us
anymore.
Summer school started on June 28th, and lasted till August
6th, when we started our retreat. It was held by a Capuchin monk
and was very nice and on July 15th was the taking of habits and
vows. There were 33 who pronounced the vows and 29 who
received the habit. May the Good Lord help them to be faithful to
the end! You will find their names attached. On August, 27, the
dear sisters dispersed. On the enclosed pages, you will find their
names, where everyone is and how many houses we have?!
We would be very happy if dear Venerable Mother could
visit us with Sr. M. Rosamunda to celebrate our 25th anniversary. I
hear that the Bishop of Rozsnyó wants to come to America next
year, so this way, you would have a travel companion. We would
pay the travel expenses for the two of you. It would be nice if you
could stay with us for at least two or three months. Inspect what we
have achieved in 25 years of work and I hope that till then, the
Good Lord will spare us from all trouble and accident!? – Soon
we, the elderly, will be gone and, if by that time, we have not
received the Holy Rules from Rome, they will not even know what
to do. Although, to tell the truth, our Honorable Bishop is also
awaiting the Holy Rules, and, as I have noticed, he would like us to
choose a Superior every three years, like it is done in other
congregations. – Please, be so kind and pray for us, we, on our part
will pray a lot for beloved, dear Venerable Mother and we will ask
the dear Lord to keep you in good health, so that in June or July of
next year, you can cross the big ocean and pay us a visit! All of us
would be so delighted about this!
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I hope all of you at home are well and starting the new
school-year rested, who knows what surprises are in store. I ask the
Good Lord to give you His blessing for your tiresome work!
Our cordial greetings to everybody from all of us!
Hand kisses for dear Venerable Mother from your grateful
pupil of long ago and present spiritual daughter.
Sr. M. Emerentiana

P.S.: Please be so gracious and have 25 Masses said for
dear Mother Claudia. I will send the money next week. There is
nobody here at the moment, I could send to Pittsburgh. May God
reward you in advance! Hand kisses
M. Emerentiana
97th letter
St. Anna’s Convent, 225 East 4th Avenue
Homestead, PA
Dear Good Venerable Mother!
My heart is bleeding because I have to inform you that my
beloved American mother, the good Venerable Superior Claudia
has moved to the eternal home on August 29th, at half-past twelve.
She got ill on August 19th, and called for a sister who was nearby.
In the morning, when I learned that she was ill, I went to see her
and found her in a very weak condition. I stayed with her all day
and till 1 o’clock at night when a sister relieved me. She felt better
next day and the day after but on the fourth day she got worse
again and progressed toward the end rapidly. On the 4th day, when
I went to see her she spoke to me with tightened lips and said:
“Dearest Melitta, I love you as much as I love myself, please, pray
a lot for me.” After a while I asked her, whether she would like to
die, to which she answered no. I didn’t dare to inquire more,
because she didn’t really want to talk,
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I am sure the continuous vomiting, made this impossible. Nobody
would have thought she would end so soon. She only suffered for
nine days and her agony was short. She always prayed to be able to
die right on the job, and God heard her prayer. She suffered a lot in
the United States but she never really complained but rather
comforted me. Her behavior towards me was always very loving,
she was my dear, comforting mother and now I have nobody left.
Since she passed away, I cry a lot. The Hungarian Venerable
Mother Superior comforted me a lot when she came to the funeral
of Reverend Mother Superior. While she was ill, the Hungarian
Reverend Kovács, brought her beautiful roses, which the
Reverend. Mother Superior embraced and added “Oh, how nice it
is to hear the Hungarian language!” The agony started around 11
o’clock. First there were two priests praying next to her, then we
said five Our Fathers, then two to St. Joseph, but she was very
restless and moved around with her legs and hands. I mentioned to
Reverend Mother to pray to St. Barbara, whom the deceased
revered very much. We had said no more than three Our Fathers,
when she exhaled her soul; she had lived a good life and had a
beautiful death.
Her quick death had an enormous impact on everybody.
She often reminded the sisters to keep their vows, saying that now
she looked at things in a different way.
The Reverend Mother said that next year we have the 25 th
Anniversary and somebody will come for this occasion. I can
hardly wait for this event but only the Good Lord knows whether I
will live until then. May it be according to the Good Lord’s will.
I kiss your gracious hands, ask for your fervent prayers and
remain your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Melitta
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98th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1926, December 6th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I wonder whether you received my letter? Now I am
writing again to ask you to be kind enough to have 53 masses said
and, if possible, even more than that. From the attached receipt you
will see how much and from from which bank you should receive
the money, and on the note you will see for whom the masses
should be said and how many for the intentions of the person in
question. I hope you will find good priests who will accept these
mass stipends?
Now, may I ask you for a big favor, namely, would you be
so kind and let me know if the motherhouse in Szatmár is
separated from the one in Vienna? If so, when did this happen and
with whose permission? Did the permission come from Rome?
The Bishop sometimes asks me such questions and I am ashamed
that I don’t have an answer to them. – I must tell you this comes
from the fact that the different religious orders here are celebrating
their 25th, 50th, 70th, 75th, anniversary and are presenting
ornamented volumes of their orders, from their foundation on to
this date and all this is in connection with Rome. We cannot say
anything and write even less. Then also, our vows are not
perpetual, so that is another reason why they look down on us.
Since, I love our congregation, I respect it and with the Good
Lord’s mercy I want to do my best and work hard till the end of
my days, so it hurts to hear all these remarks.
I pray quite a lot that we receive the Holy Rule from Rome
but it looks as if we have to pray even more! Since for one reason
or another we haven’t received them yet.
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How are you all doing? We have a lot of sick ones; we
really are at a loss what to do? We have nobody to replace them.
Before I finish, I would like to wish dear Venerable Mother
and the other dear sisters a joyful Christmas holidays and a very
happy and blessed New Year!
We ask for your fervent prayers just as we also pray for you
all! I kiss your blessed hands many times and remain your grateful
spiritual daughter.
Sr. M. Emerentiana
99th letter

Dr. Robert Pobozsny
Fort Pitt Hotel Pittsburgh
1926, July 5th

Dear Good Reverend Mother
I spent this very noon in Perrysville. I met the original
sisters who, as they mentioned came here from the old country 24
years ago. Thanks to the Lord Jesus all of them are in good health.
Maybe Sr. Claudia and Sr. Fridolin are the most fragile ones. Sr.
Gonzaga looks like a child amongst them. Emerentiana is also well
and so is Fr. Hagel.
They all think gratefully of the old country and send their
deepest regards to the Most Reverend Mother. Next year they will
celebrate the 25th anniversary of their establishment. For this
occasion they have a very fervent wish: They would like to
welcome the Reverend Mother in their midst in Perrysville.
Financially they are in a tight situation and they could not think of
such a sacrifice before. But now they want to do it by all means. If
it is the Good Lord’s will, please make them very happy. They
deserve this. They have built their motherhouse in a very nice and
modern way. It can serve as an example. Everything is very nice
and lovely inside. The basement is not ready
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yet. – I am very sorry that I couldn’t have a look at their hospital; I
neither had the time nor the chance.
The good sisters, all of them were there, they were called
together and I addressed a few words to them; I greeted them and
gave them my priestly blessing which all of them received on their
knees. As an exhortation I spoke to them of the work of the
Merciful Sisters of St. Vincent in Gumpendorf, which I learned
from a Lazarist father in Paris, who knows the history of the
Daughters of Sr. Vincent and their Holy Rules very well. I told
them in such a way that they will not get conceited about this.
They should live in love and harmony among themselves and in
their hearts, so that they will not go after specific souls but
everybody, without exception. Their spiritual counselor trains
them well, he follows the path taken by the Society of Jesus. He
really tries to manage ethnic matters with a firm hand. For him the
soul is of utmost importance and he tries to ease the problems
resulting from the linguistic Babel amongst them this way. Hagel
had an interesting thought and offer: He formally asked me to take
over from him. Quis sum ego? Who am I that the poor soul thought
about me? He is very worn out and the way I see it, he will not be
giving his blessing to the sisters much longer. . They also
mentioned Sr. Alcantara quite a lot and send her their warmest
greetings. Sr. Gonzaga’s face is very dark but her soul is utterly
white. She remembered Sr. Flavia with such deep love.
I took my leave from the convent quickly, the way the
soldiers do to avoid that the good souls suffer even more through
my farewell. I left them full of lovely memories and with the
conviction that they are enjoying the results of 25 years of hard
work. Let us hope that the heavenly reward will be even greater
and more plentiful!...
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100th letter

Ave Maria!
Perrysville, PA, 1927, June 28th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I don’t even know where to start my letter? The good Lord
is visiting me with a heavy cross! This school year, the Lord has
summoned four sisters :First good Mother Claudia passed away on
August 29th, the second, Sr. M. Eulogia went away to celebrate
Christmas in heaven on December 26th, the third was Sr. M
Alphonsa who on February 5th, went to sleep at 9 o’clock in the
evening and woke up at 10:30 in front of the heavenly Judge; the
fourth was Sr. M. Colettá who was called by the Lord on May 2nd,
so that He could reward her for her fidelity. She had to fight and
suffer a lot for her holy calling but she went through this ordeal
with faith and so I hope that her reward in heaven will be glorious!
I recommend them to your fervent prayers! We had another sad
case. Sr. M. Natalia also got terminally ill, after I informed her
parents, her mother came to visit her and wanted her to come home
and it looked as if the sister had wanted to stay loyal to her holy
vocation Next day, her father and mother came by bus and the
sister went with them. I thought her disloyalty was due to the fact
that she kept a small mirror without permission, in which it seems
she looked at herself. Before she received the extreme unction, she
told the nursing sister to put in her pocket what she was giving her,
not to show it to anybody and just throw it away. At this, the other
sister, who was with her, addressed her and asked her, did she not
know that it was forbidden to throw away anything without
permission, to which she just shrugged and did not say anything. I
put the mirror away and showed it to the sisters from time to time
and admonished them to be faithful even in small things. On the
other hand, this sister was a very good sister and she gave the
impression of being
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a devout and good person. May the good Lord be merciful and
grant her clemency! Poor soul, she left us Monday, March 28th in
the evening and died Friday morning, April 1st at home.
The other cross that is hard to bear: Since we have arrived
here, the Pan-Slavs made us suffer. Apparently they have found a
few treacherous sisters with whom they have written all kinds of
untrue letters against me to different chapter houses to incite them
against me. The first letter arrived on All-Saints day, the second on
Christmas Eve, the third on God Friday and the fourth before
Pentecost. In this letter they stated a complaint in Rome in the
name of the sisters and somebody signed the letter in the name of
the sisters, and that they were promised assistance. One of the
sisters says that the Honorable Bishop Csárszky sent Reverend
Moravek (the bishop’s best friend) Holy Rules in German and
Hungarian and in those rules, they pointed out that I am not a legal
superior , etc., etc. Our Honorable Bishop was informed of this
matter by Rome. What his answer was, I have no idea. – Now,
when the dear sisters came home, I asked them who did this? None
of them said a word and are innocent, they said those few, who left
the convent did it, but nobody would believe them. The dear sisters
also wrote to Rome and asked to be told, who had signed the letter
in their name because none of them had authorized anybody and
they did not complain either. All 144 sisters with 3-year vows
signed. We are waiting what will happen, what kind of an answer
we will get; we are wondering whether we will hear from Rome
who committed this diabolical deed, as the priests say.
As you can see, this is our way of celebrating! This is the
pay I get for 25 years of tiring work. At least I did what I did for
God, since from the beginning I had nobody besides my Heavenly
Father. Yes, if I had joined the Pan-Slavs the situation would be
different,
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as they had promised me, – that I would not have to worry,
everything would be taken care of, we would get everything,
housing, money, candidates, etc. but then I would have had to
behave according to their wishes; we have merry making every
day, next day no Holy Mass, nor Holy Communion, no law and
order, – according to them all this would be very well. – I expect
every minute when will I be sentenced? May the Good Lord’s will
be done! Please be so kind and pray for me and for all of us! I kiss
your hands, your trampled to the ground grateful spiritual
daughter.
Sr. M. Emerentiana
101st letter
Dear Mother!
We would be delighted if Venerable Mother could come
and visit us around the middle of June and be here for sure on July
1st. We will be happy to organize documents and tickets for the
boat fare
Please be so gracious and let me know the names, also
surnames of all sisters who want to come, when and where they
were born. We will do our best to spoil them with our hospitality. –
On July 19th, we will celebrate the anniversary of our sisters in the
America. The Bishop and many priests will be present.
Please let me know how long you will be staying, so that I
can inform those who are in charge of your passport.
Please answer as soon as possible.
With our cordial greetings for you, Mother Alcantara and
the whole congregation, and asking God’s blessing for all of the
congregation,
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I remain your humble servant in Christ
Rev. John Hagel
1927, January 19th
102nd letter

Ave Maria!
Perrysville, 1927, July 3rd

Dear Venerable Mother!
On this great and festive day, on which you, dear Venerable
Mother are celebrating the 50th anniversary of your profess; I join
the circle of your dear spiritual daughters, who surround you with
such love to transmit their good wishes. Whatever they wish you, I
join them: I also join them with my prayers and I beg our dearest
Jesus to continue to send His abundant blessing to his betrothed as
He did so in great measure for the length of 50 years! May God
keep you in our midst for many more years, and at some point in
the future, being wealthy in virtue and merit, may the Heavenly
Bridegroom adorn you with the unwilting wreath in the Heavenly
abode, to where we also hope to arrive, so that we may all praise
our dear Jesus and enjoy the reward of our exhausting work
forever. May it be so, so God help us!
Please accept the enclosed check from us. 25.00 dollars are
from me and 5.00 dollars from Sr. M. Gonzaga, Superior. The
enclosed 5.00 dollars are being sent with love by Sr. Sales,
Superior to Sr. Franciska for assiduously writing the letters in
English for the dear sisters.
Repeating my good wishes, I remain in the most Sacred
Heart of Jesus your respectful former pupil and now spiritual
daughter.
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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103rd letter
Perrysville, 1927, July 7th
Deeply revered, fervently beloved dear Venerable Mother
Editha!
There are days in our lives which remind us especially of
the dear Lord’s outstanding mercy. Such an outstandingly great
day is dear Venerable Mother’s golden anniversary. This holy feast
is not only a great holiday for the dear sisters in the old country but
also for us, who work across the ocean and so far away. That is
why we would like to express our good wishes with a loving heart
and take part, at least in spirit in the joy of dear Venerable Mother
and the dear sisters at home.
May the Almighty shower with his grace fully your
esteemed being, so that you can enlighten us as the head of our
congregation for many years to come and show us the way leading
to the heavenly abode. May dear Jesus bless our dear Mother with
strength and health. May this day be a happy one, happier than any
other day in your life on this earth, and when the moment of the
great heavenly reward arrives, may the Lord Jesus hand you over
the crown of victory, where we hope, – since we cannot be present
at the feast of the golden anniversary now, – we can join in the
rejoicing in heaven on the day of the “Eternal Anniversary”. May
you be happy, very happy, dear, beloved Venerable Mother!
We repeat our good wishes and we remain in the Heart of
Jesus, your grateful spiritual daughters from overseas:
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Sr. M. Berchmana
St. M. Eulalia
Sr. M. Angela
Sr. M. Benedicta
Sr. M. Dorothea
Sr. M. Carmella
Sr. M. Stanisla
Sr. M. Albertina
Sr. M. Ladislaus
Sr. M. Colomana
Sr. M. Regina
Sr. M. Ignatia

Sr. M. Emerentiana
Sr. M. Fridolin
Sr. M. Hilda
Sr. M. Gonzaga
Sr. M. Melitta
Sr. M. Wunibalda
Sr. M. Agilberta
Sr. M. Martina
Sr. M. Vincentia
Sr. M. Josepha
Sr. M. Salesia
Sr. M. Bernadette
Sr. M. Margarette

and the other 144 professed sisters

104 letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1927, November 22nd

Dear Venerable Mother!
May God reward you for the holy cards! All the dear sisters
were delighted to receive them and send their hand kisses for
them!
I am attaching the usual statistics, from which you can see
how many of us there are and where each of us work?!
Again, I am brave enough to reverently invite dear
Venerable Mother and Venerable. Superior M. Rosamunda, to
cross the big ocean and visit us! Please write us as soon as possible
when it would be most convenient to travel? We would like to find
a good ship, buy the tickets and send them as soon as possible. The
Honorable Bishop wants us to celebrate on St. Vincent’s Day, he
will join us that day: Twenty five years ago, when we arrived here,
he was a vicar in Wilmerding; where we got off the train and he
was awaiting us, being a good friend of Reverend Kazinczy, to
whom we went in Braddock.
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The dear sisters would like it very much if the good
Venerable Mother could visit our schools, which close down
around June 18-20. They say it is best to cross the ocean in May.
Hoping that you will come, I am not going to write a lot
about us, since I will tell you when you get here.
Dear Lord! Will it be true that somebody will visit us and
will want to learn about us, who were chased away, with nobody to
look after us except the Good Lord! I put my faith in the Good
Lord, in the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph and, so far, have never
been disappointed and hope that they will keep helping me in the
future!
I will be looking forward to your valued letter every day
that will bring the happy news that you will, indeed, be coming?!
In my own and the dear sisters’ name, I wish dear
Venerable Mother merry Christmas Holidays and a happy and
blessed New Year!
I ask for your fervent prayers and thank you again for
everything, I remain in the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, with hand
kisses, your grateful spiritual daughter.
Sr. M. Emerentiana
105th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1928, January 12th

Dear Venerable Mother!
Your esteemed letter dated December 2nd, arrived here a
few days ago. I hurry to comply with your wish and send you the
statistics with today’s mail. I wonder when you will get it? I hope
that I am not too late with them. I trust St. Joseph
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with it, I am sure he will hand it over in time.
Here we have a visitor every 3rd or 5th year, sent by the
Bishop; every congregation has its own. We already had a German,
a Czech and two or three times a Hungarian, Reverend Gasparik,
who was well intentioned toward us; who the next one will be, I do
not know? . This time we will have to report our income and our
expenses, specifically in all of the 26 houses; all this is put together
here at the motherhouse and from here he will take all the books,
then they will be checked and turned over to the Bishop.
We also sent statistics to Rome two or three times. I
believe, we had to answer 95 questions, and then three of us had to
sign and prove that every answer is truthful.
The schools where our dear sisters teach belong to the
parishes. The motherhouse is ours, the hospital belongs to the
episcopate; there, so far, we have 58 incurable patients, but we do
not have any contagious cases; most of them have had a stroke but
all are women.
While I am writing this letter, the signed card was brought
by the mail, stating that Reverend Hagel’s and my letter, the
second one, have arrived; I wonder whether you received the book
I sent and my first letter? If the book “Milton Paradise Lost” did
not arrive please let me know and I will mail a second copy
immediately.
I am very much expecting an answer to my last two letters
and I would not even want to think that dear Venerable Mother
will not accept our invitation?! Because in that case we really are
and would be stepchildren…
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Dear Reverend Mother Superior, M. Rosamunda, will take
good care on this trip of dear Venerable Mother, and here I will
help her too. Please write us as soon as possible because I am eager
to get the tickets, the documents, etc.
We ask for your fervent prayers! Kind greetings to the dear
sisters, known and unknown!
A grateful hand kiss from your furthest-away spiritual
daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
106th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1928, May 3rd

Dear Venerable Mother!
Your valued letter arrived yesterday; I thank you with
grateful hand kisses! I hope that by now my letter, the enclosed
documents and the check have arrived in Satu Marexli? I confide in
St. Joseph and also in St. Anthony that with their help, everything
has reached you safely.
All of us are awaiting dear Venerable Mother and, as I have
written before, I am convinced that the voyage over the sea will do
a lot of good to your treasured health.
In the documents, we have mentioned the names of four
dear sisters, in case that one of them would be unable to come,
another can take her place. Please chose Hamburg or Bremen since
on that line there are ships with chapels and if there is a priest on
board , there is daily Mass and Holy Communion, this way one
does not even feel that one is travelling , if one can join our sweet
Jesus sacramentally and not just only in spirit.
I would have been very happy if the dear sisters could have
come earlier, before we close the school, to take a look around.
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But it is all right, we will do all this in September. On June 22nd,
we dismiss the children and start the golden vacation.
On July 6th, we will start our retreat, on the 15th, they will
take the habit, we will celebrate the feast of St. Vincent on the 19 th
and the pronouncing of vows, will take place at the end of August.
We are praying for dear Sr. Bona, may she rest in peace! – Here
too many die of the flue but a lot of people die a sudden death.
The address for the telegram: Vincentian sisters, P.O. Box
118, Perrysville, Pa., North America. Please write the telegram in
English! This way we will be sure to get it. The good Rev. M.
Rosamunda is well versed in getting the tickets for the ship. A long
time ago, she organized the travels of pupils from Rozsnyó to the
America and from here back to Rozsnyó. Although it is true that
there is more ceremony than before. Though I am sure you will
find your way because not even we got lost. There are many
people here, who travel to Europe, to continue their studies, as they
say. Others, out of zeal want to visit Rome, Lourdes, etc., and then
there are those who want to enjoy themselves since they have
enough money. – Alas, there are many who have a lot of money,
very much money but, on the other hand there are also many who
starve in wealthy America. Nobody would believe this. There are
many magnanimous and generous souls here but, nevertheless, it is
not possible to put an end to all the poverty.
I am finishing my letter so that I can mail it off today. I
entrust it to St. Joseph and St. Anthony so that they can get it to
dear Venerable Mother via express mail. If there is anything you
are not sure about yet, please write and I will answer immediately.
I wish the Good Lord’s blessing for everybody. I ask for
your fervent prayers and remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your
grateful, spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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107th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1929, May 17th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your valued letter yesterday, it was a great joy
and I am very thankful for it because I had been awaiting it for a
while. I am very happy that dear Venerable Mother is well and that
Sr. M. Alcantara is feeling better. All of us are praying for her that
the dear Lord may cure her, the sooner the better, if that is His will.
We also include poor dear Sr. M. Demjana in our prayers. Our
patient with the gravest illness is Sr. M. Anastasia, who is wasting
away for the 4th year; sometimes she is better, sometimes worse,
Sr. M Sigismunda will remember her.
I am sure the feast of our Father Sr. Vincent will be a great
day in Szatmár, in the dear motherhouse. A diamond, gold and
silver anniversary! May you all live long but also the young
professed sisters, as well as the novices! Please be so gracious as to
write a card, telling us whether Sr. M. Agilberta is among the ones
with a silver anniversary, she doesn’t want to tell us when she took
her holy vows! All I know is that she did so on the day of St.
Vincent in Selmece and not in Szatmár with another sister who
was limping, but left the order after a few years.
Now I want to tell you something about the matter of Sr.
M. Gonzaga. Alas, she let me know that she received permission to
go home and that she will make her retreat at home and I should
make the arrangements! For one thing, as long as I do not officially
hear from dear Venerable Mother, I cannot undertake anything, the
other problem is that the local Honorable Bishop might want to
intervene. When I received permission in the matter in 1907, from
Venerable Mother Afra, I went with it to the Honorable Bishop,
who issued me an official document which
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I have kept to this day, so that if it would become necessary I could
prove, who I am, where I come from and where I go to?
Now I will tell you about Cleveland: When the Reverend
Superior M. Rosamunda and Sr. M. Sigismunda visited the
Honorable Bishop, he was very nice and willing to transfer all the
convent from Szatmár to Cleveland; some days later he went there,
nobody knew about it, he consecrated the house and had a little
chapel installed, the first room next to the entrance, Sr. M.
Sigismunda will remember which room that is. Some weeks later
we received a phone call from the Episcopal office (Friday
evening) that Sunday the Bishop will consecrate the settlement and
wants Rev. Hagel and me to be there. We went there and the
weather being good, the consecration took place outside; after the
consecration, he handed the settlement over to the Slovak priests
and parishioners. At the same time, the Honorable. Bishop
explained to them for what purpose he had given it to them, alas,
for a convent for women and at the same time he tried to
encourage them to send their little girls there and to assist the dear
sisters financially. On the same occasion, he wanted to talk to Rev.
Hagel and with your humble servant; what he wants me to do is to
give the income of the five schools in his diocese to the house in
Bedford, which, of course, I did not agree to. We still have a lot of
debts and I am glad if I can pay back a little. I cannot give
monetary presents to the wealthy diocese of Cleveland. The Rev.
Bishop did not like this but that is not my fault. We were not
helped by anybody except by the Good Lord.
At the beginning of October two young girls from Akron
wanted to join us but the Honorable. Bishop did not permit this and
kept them in Bedford, soon after they received a third girl, all three
of them went to school, one in Cleveland and the other two in
Bedford. On April 15th, we received a letter from the Honorable.
Bishop in which he tells us that he is leaving for Rome on the 26th
and before he leaves he want the three
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girls to take the habit since he received permission to open the
Novitiate. Next day we went to Cleveland, I took Sr. M. Hedvig
with me so that she could sew the holy monastic attire for the
novices. The taking of habit took place on April 24th , in the parish
church of Bedford; the Honorable Bishop held the taking of the
habit and he was the one who gave them their names. One is Sr. M
Bonaventura, the other, Sr. Bernarda and the third Sr. Josepha.
Since in Bedford there are five sisters, the Bishop wanted another
one as Mistress of Novices; I sent Sr. M. Fridolin there
temporarily, she is feeling quite well there as she wrote in a letter
today. The three novices continue going to school until they take
their exams, so that they will not lose the school year and once
done they will start the canonic novitiate. The Honorable. Bishop
is in Rome and we will see what he will be bringing back, upon his
return with reference to the Holy Rules and other items? What I
cannot understand why he changed his opinion so quickly about
European sisters as he always said he did not want any, he never
told this to us but sent us the message through the Bishop of
Pittsburgh two or three times. I learned a lot through this
experience, alas not to take anything for granted, furthermore not
to rejoice and make plans in advance. I am worried whom and how
many to send, the Honorable. Bishop wants ten sisters for Bedford
but that is completely impossible right now. Would you kindly
pray a little for me to help me to choose the right ones!
The Bishops from Pittsburg and Cleveland both work
toward changing one point in the Holy Rules, namely, that the
Provincial Superior can stay in office for several years. In every
congregation here, they choose a Superior every three years, only
in our congregation and the one named after our Holy Redeemer it
is different and that is conspicuous. They do not like too many our
vows; they say we vow like the Lutheran nuns, one of the priests
has proclaimed this from the pulpit. May the good Lord forgive
him!
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In the diocese of Cleveland they schools are closed down
on June 11th and here they do so on June 21st. so that soon all the
dear sisters will be home. Already we are busy preparing the
bedrooms and other things for them. Last year we made
preparations with great love in every room for our dear guests but
now we just remember it. Would dear Venerable Mother not like
to visit us? We would gladly take over the travel expenses, if your
eyes are fine there will not be any other obstacle and I think the
sea-voyage would be good for you.
This year we will not open another new school, although
they have asked for nuns in many places but since we do not have
enough, I cannot give any.
On July 1st, summer school will start, two teachers will be
teaching as Rev. Hagel has been ill and has not recovered his
strength, his heart is very weak and he also has diabetes. Please be
so kind as to pray for him, so that the good Lord may cure him as
soon as possible.
The taking of habit and pronouncing of vows will be on
August 18th, 12 candidates will receive their habit and 13 novices
will pronounce their holy vows. May the good Lord help them be
faithful till death.
Since I have written a lot, I will have to finish. Again I ask
dear Venerable Mother to send me a card and let me know in
which year Sr. M. Agilberta pronounced her vows. For this, I thank
you in advance!
I ask for your fervent prayers and greet the dear sisters,
especially Sr. M. Sigismunda, I send hand kisses to Sr. M.
Alcantara as well as to dear Venerable Mother and remain your
grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
May God reward good intention. We have had St.
Vincent’s Conferences in English for the last three years, so that
we can read them
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108th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1923, August 8th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I hope you are at home by now and in good health. You are
over the many beautiful celebrations. On the day of St. Vincent,
you were full of joy and joy-making in the Lord, not like us. On
the 18th, in the morning our dear Sr. M. Anastasia, passed away.
Her death was like her life had been, calm and quiet. In the
morning, before mass, I was with her and she was sitting up in bed,
not even propped up against her pillow, she received the Lord
Jesus the same way in her zealous heart. After breakfast she sat in
the corridor or rather on the balcony and got settled in the rockingchair, saying that she will go to sleep but this didn’t last long. Sr.
M. Gonzaga went to pay her a visit and saw that she was sliding
off the chair. She ran there with her mother, who had been with her
the last few days and together they took her and put her to bed,
where she smiled and asked for her crucifix, she closed her eyes
and in the meantime the Reverend came, absolved her, then we
prayed and a few minutes later St. Vincent took her with him to
celebrate the big day in heaven. R.I.P.
Sr. M. Sigismunda will remember her, she had been ill for
three years. She had a beautiful burial; this was the first sister to
die during vacation at a time when all of us were at home.
On June 30th all dear sisters were home and on July 1st,
summer school started, which was very expensive this year, I paid
more than 1,500.00 dollars for it. On the other hand, they had sent
us a wonderful professor from the university (Duquesne
University) and the dear sisters worked hard. The exams took place
on August 7th, with what results, I still don’t know! The teacher
said, he will send the results in two to three weeks, so, then I will
know
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who was promoted and who failed? I hope they all will be
promoted because he was very pleased with the dear sisters, at
least, that is what he told me.
On August 9th, in other words, tomorrow we will start our
retreat, it will be held by a Capuchin monk. On the 18th, there will
be the taking of habit and pronouncing their vows. Twelve
candidates will receive the holy habit and thirteen novices will
pronounce their vows. After this the dear sisters will be resting for
a week and then back to work. On the 27th, there will be the parting
of the apostles.
We think a lot about our dear visitors, who came and stayed
with us last vacation but I always feel bad about the fact, that dear
Venerable Mother could not come.
In Cleveland we have Sr. M. Fridolin with Sr. M. Ignatia
and Margit. I brought back with me Sr. M. Dorothéa and Ephrema
and since then calm has set in, Sr. Fridolin writes and tells me that
nobody showed up although the house requires a lot of repair. Sr.
M. Sigismunda will remember how many things the honorable
Bishop promised and at the same time was willing to accept the
entire motherhouse and now he is not even willing to bear one
single sister from the mother country. Good old Sr. M. Fridolin is
getting better; she is not the person for that job since she is very
nervous. But being there since April, with the air doing her a lot of
good, I figured, I will leave her till I make the final arrangements
but it seems and the way she wrote, she is not welcome there. Alas,
nobody on this earth can be trusted! But we receive a lot of good
things from the dear Lord. I firmly hope that He will not leave us
alone and will help us as He did in the past!
Sr. M. Gonzaga is impatiently awaiting dear Venerable
Mother’s letter, she tells me that she is homesick and I believe her,
all of us go through this from time to time. But that is no reason to
refuse the sacrifice we offered our Dear Lord. On my part I am
neither keeping her back nor sending her off, whatever you decide,
it will be done.
Rev. Hagel has not been feeling well, he has diabetes and
the doctor says that
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his heart is very weak. He has had help for three months now from
Rev. Rottenberger, who says mass at the hospital and hears
confession, then he assists our priest at mass, etc. Please be so kind
and pray for him as well as for dear deceased Sr. M. Anasztazia,
who, I am sure, will pray a lot for us.
I cordially greet all the known and unknown dear sisters
and ask for their fervent prayers! Kissing dear Venerable Mother’s
merciful hands I remain your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
109th letter Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1929, September 12th
We had the distribution of the apostles on August 28th. 175
sisters left in one day; you will see from the enclosed list who went
where, dear Sr. M. Sigismunda will give you the explanations.
There were not too many changes as we did not open new houses.
We have a lot of sick sisters, that is many came home sick from
their houses and I do not know how many will fall out during the
year. So it is good to have some dear sisters in reserve. Sr. M.
Gonzaga is home, she gave up the service; she is waiting dear
Venerable Mother’s decision as she wants to go home at all costs. I
do not know if it would be advisable now, as the sea travel is very
dangerous at this time, I do not mean right now, but in a couple of
weeks, as your important decision will take time, then we need to
obtain the necessary documents. She is helping very nicely,
although from time to time she is restless, then she says she is
homesick.
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What is the weather at home? We are having a drought and
very hot temperatures, everything is drying out in the meadows, we
do not have many fruits, just a few apples, but they are full of
worms and inedible; our cabbage is the best, we already put away
three barrels, and if the Good Lord gives us strength, we will have
more.
I know you would like to know who is in Bedford
(Cleveland). The superior is Sr. M. Berchmans and Sr. M. Ignatia
is the novice mistress, I am very sorry for both of them as they are
very good sisters but I hope we will get them back in a few years,
as neither one likes Ohio and they are having a hard time getting
adjusted. They have three novices and ten postulants.
There is a big celebration today in Cleveland, the widow
Schatzinger is receiving a merit award sent to him by the Pope
through the Honorable Bishop. She is the woman who gifted the
Villa Bernarda to the Honorable Bishop Schrembs.
Is Sr. M. Franciska home by now? What are the results of
her studies? Our Sr. M. Petra has received her diploma at the St.
John Hospitalxlii, but the state certification will be this month on
the 21st, we are praying very hard for a good outcome. She has not
been home for three years.
I ask humbly for your fervent prayers, we are also praying
for you. We heartily greet the whole convent and each one of her
members, residents. Kissing your valuable hands your grateful
spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
110th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1929, December 5th

Dear Venerable Mother!
By the time my letter arrives Sr. Gonzaga will be home too.
With today’s mail I am sending 250.00 dollars by check,
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from that 150.00 dollars are for Sr. Gonzaga’s dress, veil, shawls,
books, etc. and what she needs, as we cannot expect that after 27
years of work here, the motherhouse should pay for these
expenses. 100.00 dollars are for Christmas gifts. I gave the names
to Sr. Gonzaga and how much to each. I cannot do more now as we
had a lot of expenses, I can say that we are in need right now, as
we had a lot of unexpected outlays, as for example, the fire
insurance has been increased and they sent us a bill for 4,200.00
dollars, – it is hard to gather so much money.
The Good Lord reward you for the list of deceased sisters! I
sent it to all the branch houses and told them to do the prescribed
prayers, we already started them. – it will take a long time until we
finish. I also have to report a death. On October 28th a young
professed sister, Sr. M. Viola Humenyik.. She had a complicated
illness but at the end, the main reason was a weak heart. We buried
her on the saint day of the late Mother M. Claudia, so she went to
heaven to congratulate her. R.I.P. I offer her innocent soul to your
fervent prayers!
I wish you a very joyful Christmas holiday, to you dear
Venerable Mother and to all the dear sisters! May the New Year
bring you all blessings and mercy! On the octave of Christmas we
will pray a lot for you and ask humbly for your fervent prayers!
With Sr. Gonzaga I sent 16.80 dollars for Dr. Ferenc
Scheffler’s “Katholikus Elet” (Catholic Life) and we ask him to
stop sending it after the New Year.
I ask for the blessing of the Good Lord on all your work,
also for good health! I heartily greet the dear sisters and to dear
Venerable
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Mother, I kiss your hands your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
111th letter

Rev. John Hagel
Perrysville, 1930, January 31st

Venerable Mother General Superior!
The Most Reverend Bishop of Pittsburgh wants the
motherhouse in Szatmár to write a letter to the sacred
Congregation of Bishops and Regulars, to find out what the status
of the congregation is, to figure out whether it is pontifical or
Episcopal. The Bishop of Cleveland also wants to see the Rule and
seems to have certain qualms about it.
Here we have no printed copies of the Holy Rule; also, they
do not want to go to any expense till they know what is approved.
The two American Bishops will approve the petitions of the
congregation and will propose some changes.
Will you, Venerable Mother, be so good and take the
matter in your hands. In case you wish, and after I had spoken with
our Bishops, I could write to you and let you know how this matter
of the congregation could be submitted to Rome. The people in
charge there could copy this document and add on or leave off
whatever they think is necessary; then it could be forwarded to us
and we would get the approbation and blessing from our Bishops
and then, it could be mailed to Rome from here or Szatmár.
I beg you to pray a lot for your sisters in America With best
wishes for you personally and the whole congregation, loyally in
Christ,
Rev. John Hagel
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112th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1930, March 13th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your valuable letters, thank you very much for
them! Also the good wishes, may the Good Lord bless you and
protect you too!
I received the list of deceased sisters, we are praying for
them diligently. Our little Sr. M. Beatrix died on January 8th; in the
evening she was calm and joyful, in the morning after mass she
received holy communion and about a quarter of an hour later she
calmly passed away. Please pray for her. I wanted to write
immediately but something always came in between. , then I had to
go and visit our 22 houses in Pennsylvania, still have to go to
Ohio, where I will be going soon, if the Good Lord gives me health
and good weather, since about a week it has been very cold and
such a snow as we have not seen the whole winter.
We sent immediately to Chicago to the consulate the
documents relating to the Jekey matter, but we have had no
response. We sent it registered and the Reverend wrote too and
asked the Consul, to take care of the matter himself and to help the
poor widow.
The Reverend wrote about the Holy Rules because the local
Bishop and the one in Cleveland have been after us to please sort
the matter, otherwise they will take it in hand, and this would mean
a separation. The Reverend offered to prepare all the necessary
documents and will send them to Szatmar, where you could sign
them and send it to Rome. If there is somebody there who can do
it, even better.
I mentioned the mass intentions to the Revered and asked
him to send some
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which he gladly will do and he sends 88.00 dollars to the
Venerable Mother. I am enclosing a list for which the masses
should be said. On a separate piece of paper there are 30 masses
listed, the Reverend asks that these should be done 30 consecutive
days, it is not important that it should be the same priest, but that
there are said in 30 days. Please write me immediately once you
receive the money and the all the masses have been said; I believe
the Reverend will send money again, but he likes to know exactly
when the money was received, and this immediately, and then on
which days were the masses said.
The superiors in the branch houses cannot send mass
intentions, if the priests learn that they collect money for masses,
they would be chased away immediately. We now have very
difficult days here; more than 5 million people are out of work.
The Good Lord knows what will happen in the future, we have to
be ready for the worst. Everybody just mentions that we are
looking ahead to difficult times. There is no work, there is no
bread, so there is no money for masses either.
I am happy to hear that Sr. M. Gonzaga is feeling well. I do
not know if you heard that the ship (Muenchen) with which she
travelled home burnt at the harbor in New York. Thank the Lord
without any loss of human life!
May the Good Lord reward you for letting me know when
is Sr. M. Agilberta’s 25th anniversary! She does not know that we
have knowledge of it. The last time she was home she asked the
Reverend to say a mass for her on July 26th
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which he marked down. I thought to myself, I know why she is
asking for the holy mass, but I did not reveal it.
Sr. M. Franciska wrote from Paris and asked for help, as
much as I can I will support her, as I would be sorry if she cannot
finish her studies, – when the motherhouse has spent so much
already for them.
Since we are not too far away from the Easter holidays, I
am already wishing dear Venerable Mother and the dear sisters a
joyful Alleluia! We will not forget you in our prayers, and we ask
for your fervent prayers!
Did you receive the 250.00 dollars? I have asked several
times at the bank, but I did not know what to say?
Kissing many times your dear hands, your grateful spiritual
daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
113th letter

Ave Maria!
Perrysville, PA, 1930, March 18th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I am asking for a very big favor, please order for us six
dozen of St. Vincent medals for the profess rosaries and six dozen
St. Leopold medals. I cannot find the correct address for Robert
Woch. But please send him the enclosed address, the last mailing
was addressed to Perrysville Pn and instead of Pennsylvania, they
sent it to Panama, we had a hard time trying to get it and from each
package some medals were missing. I found Virgin Mary and St.
Joseph medals here, that is why I am not ordering them from
Woch.
Did you receive my last letter? I am sorry that when I wrote
the last letter I did not look to see if I needed medals;
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as I hoped that we had enough for this year, but now that they
asked for some from Cleveland, I saw that we did not St. Vincent
and St. Leopold medals, so I would be very grateful if you could
send them by June, as in Cleveland the pronouncing of vows will
be on June 21st. The Bishop wants to perform the ceremony and
since he is traveling to Europe again, he will do it earlier. So thank
you in advance.
Once again I wish a joyful Alleluia! Asking for your
fervent prayers, I am in the Sacred Heart of Jesus your grateful
spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
114th letter

Ave Maria!

St. Vincent Hill, 1930, December 10th
Dear Venerable Mother!
I was planning to write for a long time but I am always so
busy, and then this has kept me back and I felt very bad…
Sr. M. Martina was home on the 8th and asked if she
received a letter from dear Venerable Mother? She wrote and was
expecting an answer; maybe they did not give Venerable Mother
her letter?
The mail just arrived and brought dear Venerable Mother’s
letter, for which I am very thankful, also, the enclosed picture and
the list of deceased sisters. We have said the prescribed prayers for
most of them, now we need to pray for the last two or three, but we
do this gladly. Sr. M. Beatrix was our last death, but I think we
soon will have another, Sr. M. Philomena has tuberculosis and she
has been sick for three years, but she is carrying the burden very
nicely. She is a very good, devout home sister. She was born in the
county of Arva, her
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mother and one of her brothers also died of phthisis. We do not
have other gravely ill sister, thank the Lord! but we always have
somebody in the infirmary. Today Sr. M. Wunibalda felt sick, she
got a slight cold. She is at home now and so is the good Sr. M.
Hilda.
The assignments for this year is enclosed, there were a lot
of changes, as we started two new branch houses: one of them in
Clairton, close to McKeesport, with a very nice school, the other in
Puerto Rico, a mission site – lead by the Capuchin fathers, four of
us went, but we need to provide totally for them, as the island is
populated by quite poor Spanish people; Sr. Josepha, who is the
superior, wrote that for one cent the people would walk barefoot
ten to twelve miles, which is what they receive on Saturday or
Sunday from the Capuchin father. In her last letter she wrote that
the Father distributed 3.00 dollars on that day, which means that
300 poor people came for the one cent. They always have summer
there, so we send summer dresses, shoes, etc. for the poor people
as Christmas presents. I provided the dear sisters with all manners
of clothing and things, before they left. – Two weeks ago they
received 200.00 dollars for food.
I hear the working conditions are terrible at home, but I do
not think that they are worse than here? We are also feeling it; last
year our income was 12,000 dollars less than in other years. Thank
the Lord our debt is not as large as before, surely I could not pay it
down including the interest? The poor people are not working, so
they do not have any money, so they cannot help us either. Poor
people!! I do not know how will this end. I believe it will be either
a war or a revolution, may the Good Lord guard us of either one!
How was the weather at home during the summer! Did you
have a good harvest and much fruit?
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We had a terrible drought, everything dried out, there were places
where there was no water and people went miles for a little water.
In many places they sold the sheep for 25 cents, the cows for 25.00
dollars, as there was no hay nor water…We had both thank the
Lord, but then He took away our hay, barley, wheat, etc. when one
of our barns burnt down on August 30th at 1:30 in the afternoon.
The loss was about 5,000 dollars, but the Good Lord gave and the
Good Lord took it away, may his Holy Name be blessed! We had
enough apples, not as big as before as they did not receive rain, but
still very good, everybody likes them, we receive them every day
besides Wednesday and Saturday.
I am glad you could repair the chapel and the crypt; it is
certainly joyful if one can pray in a nice church. As soon as we
have enough money we need to repair the cemetery, enlarge it and
fence it. We have a very nice large cross in the cemetery, which
needs to be painted and we would like to receive a Sorrowful
Mother, a St. Joseph and a St. Magdalene, – but when will this
happen, – I do not know!?
I am very sorry for dear Sr. M. Alcantara, I know what is to
have painful legs; now I have a lot of pain in them, they are quite
swollen, if it would not be so close to Christmas, I would go to bed
for a couple of days, but now I carry the weight, until I can.
We received news from the beautiful festivities and retreats
and were happy that all went so well.
So the Czechoslovakian province has been established? We
thought that Sr. M. Flavia is the superior there. We deduced it from
Sr. M. Sigismunda’s words… I hope the new Bishop will be as
good and kind father to the dear sisters as the deceased. May the
Good Lord grant this! We will pray
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for this! – I know poor Sr. M. Franciska must be happy that she
could finally take her exams?! It was a great burden and sacrifice
for the motherhouse to provide for all her necessities, but it must
have been a sacrifice for her too to live for so long among
strangers. Our dear sisters, who are doing the nursing studies,
which take three years, are living among strange sisters, but it is
only half an hour from the motherhouse and they come home every
second Sunday, but often they have such homesickness that they
can barely manage.
Rev. Hagel is very grateful for your greetings and returns
them. He is sending again some mass intentions.
Finally, we wish you a very joyful Christmas celebration
and a happy New Year, to dear Venerable Mother and also the dear
sisters! I ask for your fervent prayers! Kissing your kind hands,
your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
115th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1931, March 18th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your valued letter mailed on January 31st and
was very happy about it. May the Lord reward you for it and for
the beautiful book which arrived a couple of days later. Rev. Hagel
looked through it but I had not time yet to look at it completely,
but did find the picture of dear Venerable Mother. Once again,
thank you so much for it!
I will drop Sr. M. Gonzaga matter from now on, I will only
observe that she had no reason to despair. Thank the Good Lord, I
cannot hold anger – but I do ask Him to help me in the future too!
Dear
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Venerable Mother, I have never prohibited anybody to write to the
motherhouse, everybody can freely do it if they want to. With the
exception of Sr. M. Hilda and Wunibalda, who are here in the
motherhouse, all the older sisters who are either from Europe or
America are superiors and can write to whom they want, and the
ones here too. – I visited Sr. M. Martina last week. The school is
very nice, very modernly furnished, and the house too is nice and
comfortable, there are six sisters there. I am enclosing her address,
also Sr. M. Josepha’s who is doing missionary work in Puerto
Rico, there are four sisters there, the people are very poor. Sr. M.
Josepha writes that the poor people walk 10 to 15 miles to receive
a cent; they receive that much each Sunday from the missionaries.
Sometimes there are 300; I do not know what they can buy with
one cent!
The harvest was not so good this year, as what did not
freeze, it dried out. Still the Good Lord gave us more than to
others. We had apples, we receive it twice a day and we still have a
lot, they keep very well. Let there be thanks to the Good Lord for
everything.
I am very sorry for dear Revered M. Alcantara; I know
what it means when the legs hurt! Mine are better, but I do not
know how long…?!
I am very happy that you received such a nice Father in the
new Bishop. I pray that he should remain so!
Rev. Hagel sent before Christmas (December 18th) mass
intentions to Reverend Szabo and he has not received a response or
acknowledgment, did he receive them or not? The Reverend does
not expect thanks, just an acknowledgment, as he is responsible for
the masses.
I am enclosing a check, please be kind and send us around
hundred cards, as the one enclosed,
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but with different monograms, Sacred Heart, St. Anna, etc. The
best would be if you could send 200 to 300 packaged between two
cardboards and send it as a book. Grateful thanks in advance for
the trouble!
We have finished with the prescribed prayers for the
deceased sisters. R.I.P. I think that here, Sr. M. Philomena will die
soon. The doctor thought that October would take her, but she
recovered, but since March 1st she is getting weaker. Please pray
for her! We have been doing and octave for the World Day of
Prayer for more than ten years. From January 15th to the 20th we
have a blessing with the Holy Sacrament and we say the prescribed
prayers. Rev. Hagel believes strongly in this devotion. – Now I
wish a happy Easter celebration so for dear Venerable Mother as
the dear sisters! We ask for your fervent prayers and we
reciprocate with a grateful heart! Kissing your hands, your grateful
spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
116th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your letter a couple of days ago, and now that I
sat down to answer your kind lines, the mail brought the two
packages with the cards, in one 400 small and in the other, 400
larger. May the Good Lord reward dear Venerable Mother, also
dear Sr. Evangelista. I am saddened that she was sick, I pray for
her!
Father Hagel sends mass intentions again…
I pray every day that we should receive the Holy Rules, we
are like in Szatmar, we do not have anything to give as they
pronounce their vows and the dear sisters do not like it! Next we
will not have manuals to give to the postulants who come; we have
to write the prayers
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and that is not a pleasant thing. We do not know which manual will
be approved, the one from Szatmar or ours? The good Sr. Hilda
translated ours and typed it up, but now we wait for our luck. I do
not know, but could not the Archbishop be of a little help to us, as
I heard, he is a favorite of our Pope. I would be so glad if they
would do something about the vows too, as here the priests laugh
at us that our vows are just like the ones the Lutheran sisters take.
– Two weeks ago I was in Cleveland and one of the sisters there
complained about this, that the priests make all kind of remarks. In
the olden days it was enough, but the present generation is more
problematic, and if there is one who incites, it is very difficult. –
They cannot comprehend how sublime it is if one serves the Good
Lord with genuine love and not by obligation, having been chained
by perpetual vows. Please be kind and do something about this, if
it needs some expenditures, we would gladly contribute. It is very
difficult to live like this, nearly all orders received the
Approbation, and so our sisters are restless, what is the reason that
we have not received ours?
This year we will have two retreats, the first on July 3 rd and
the taking of the habits will be on July 12th, the second will start on
August 15th and the pronouncing of the vows will be on the 24th.
On June 24th the dear sisters will come home, there is a lot
of work, to prepare everything. Towards the end of June will be the
exams for the teaching certificates, we do not know the date yet.
During vacation the good sisters will study again, here too they
always ask more from the sisters. I do not know where we will end
with all this knowledge? During the last vacation I paid the teacher
and the university, where he came from, 12,220 dollars. I do not
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know how much they will ask this year, but I do know that it is for
the detriment of the spiritual life all this studying.
Please write as soon as possible! I will wait for your dear
lines! Offering all of us to your fervent prayers! Kissing your
hands, your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
117th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1931, October 29th

Dear Venerable Mother!
Today I received your valued letter, for which please accept
my grateful thanks. I was planning for a long time to write to
report how we spent the vacation, how many took the habit, how
many professed, when and where did the dear sisters go?
September and October went by so fast that we did not
even notice. The Good Lord blessed us with a very good harvest –
may He be given thanks for it! We put away a lot of vegetables and
fruit for the winter, and since we are very few for the work, I often
helped all day with the canning. But often I did the office work
during the day and then in the evenings, helped with the vegetables
and fruits, we put away fourteen barrels of cabbage with very good
results, we already cooked several times from the ones we stored at
the beginning. We slice the cabbage with an electric machine. In
one hour we can chop enough for six barrels with the machine. But
enough of this, I will start from the beginning.
On June 30th all the dear sisters came home, on July 3rd we
started the first retreat, on the 12th we had the dressing and thirteen
postulants received the holy habit. On July 14th started the summer
school, a Benedictine Father was the teacher, he taught the dear
sisters from July 14th till August 14th, then on August 15th we
started the second retreat

240

and on the 24th two more postulants received the habit and thirteen
novices pronounced their holy vows. Both retreats were held by a
Capuchin father in English. Four sisters left for Puerto Rico, they
left already on August 12th as school there started on August 24th.
On August 28th was the dispersal of the apostles, on the enclosed
pages you will find who went where.
On August 30th one of our dear sisters, a very good soul, Sr.
M. Philomena passed away. I recommend her to your fervent
prayers as we are also doing the prescribed prayers for Sr. M.
Octavia, whose obituary from Miskolc we received last week. May
both of them rest in peace!
Today we had a lucky and joyful day, in the morning your
valued letter arrived, in the afternoon we received the state
teaching certificates for sixteen of our dear sisters! Thank the Good
Lord for this! But at the same time I am praying that it will not
cause spiritual harm to the dear sisters!
Please be kind and pass on to the Honorable Bishop our
grateful hand kisses, for his fatherly blessings and greetings. –
Intentions…
Here the situation is very sad. Imagine that until now 2400
banks closed. The poor people, what they saved for ten to twenty
years, is all lost, in some places the parish as well as the priest, lost
everything and so we are forced to nearly teach for free, some
places receive just enough to survive. There is no work, so the poor
people have no place to find a dollar, what they had; they lost it in
the banks. It is a horrible situation! Everybody says this cannot last
very long.
We are waiting for the Holy Rules, and everyday I pray that
we received at soon as possible. Thirteen years ago when we sent
the Holy Rules to Rome
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and I enclosed 100.00 dollars, they promised me in a nice letter,
that they will start immediately, and they will take trouble with it,
but it all remained a promise. Maybe and please be God, that we
will have better luck!
I am glad that they started again the process for
beatification for our founder Bishop Ham. We will also pray for
this, that the Good Lord should glorify his saintly servant with
miracles. Thank you so much for the card and the small relic!
How wonderful from the Education Minister to give each
convent a chance to educate their members! The Lord bless him
for it! But where will all this education lead? The majority will fill
their heads with studies but their heart and soul will remain empty
and cold! Our dear sisters do very similar work at the hospital for
incurables than in the orphanage, with the difference that in the
orphanage there are only children while here we have children and
adults.
I am sorry that I could not see the beautiful church of
Szeged but I am glad you could send me a photo. So at least I can
marvel at it. I think we will need to prepare for martyrdom in view
of the outlook on all aspects?! All my hope is in the Good Lord,
His mother the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph! They always helped
us wonderfully and I hope they will not abandon us in the future?!
The Bishop ordered that on October 25th in all the Diocese there
should be an Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament all day and in
the evening a solemn procession and blessing at the reposition.
Today the catholic news reported that there were 500,000 praying
and atoning the Lord last Sunday, and especially the men attended
and changed every hour in each church for prayers. Many of them
went to the sacraments that day.
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Please write me and let me know where dear Superior
Rosamunda is, I have not received even a word from her since
May or June? I greet heartily the dear sisters and ask for their
fervent prayers. – I kiss the hands of dear Venerable Mother and
remain in the gracious heart of Jesus and the Virgin Mary, your
grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
118th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1931, December 13th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your kind lines, may the Good Lord reward you
for the fast announcement.
Rev. P. Hagel….. Intentions….
Thank you for the list of deceased sisters. We are right now
doing the prescribed prayers. May they rest in peace! – Death has
also scythed here, we lost two sisters in November, Sr. M.
Seraphina, she had been sick for three weeks with lung and kidney
problems, the latter took her; it seems it was an inherited problem
as her father, mother and last year one of her sisters died of it. She
died very nicely and peacefully. The other, Sr. Ephrem had heart
trouble, on that day, that is, November 30th in the morning she was
up and walking, around 10 o’clock she felt sick, the Reverend gave
her the last sacraments and in the evening around 7:45, sitting on
her bed, quietly left us. – She could not lay down because of her
heart. I am enclosing the card, as you wanted it, all filled out.
How is the weather at home? Until now we have had
wonderful fall weather, with a cold day in between, which is a
blessing for the poor people who do not have the money to buy
coal. Yesterday and today is pouring, as it should,
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but we need the water too; last year we had a terrible drought and
then we prayed a lot for rain.
The work conditions are not improving, the poor people are
hungry and suffering, many of them commit suicide. If you do not
have faith and trust in the Good Lord, we cannot carry the cross
and trials. Everybody is afraid of something, as they say, but
nobody knows what will it be? The majority are predicting there
will be a war. May the Good Lord protect us!
The Venerable Superior Rosamunda wrote a few days ago,
I was very grateful for it and I thank dear Venerable Mother that
you were so kind to ask her to write! I was very worried about it; I
thought she was very sick, so now I am even happier to know that
she is fine!
I wish a very joyful and happy Christmas holyday and a
blessed New Year to Dear Venerable Mother rand the sisters.
Please remember us in your fervent prayers; we will do the same at
the manger of the Little Jesus, but especially at the midnight mass.
– I greet heartily the dear sisters! Many grateful thanks to Dear
Venerable Mother and hand kisses, your loving spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
119th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1932, January 27th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your kind lines! A grateful thank your for them!
and for everything, you enclosed, the circular, the list of the
deceased sisters, etc. I translated the circular and sent it to all the
houses, so the dear sisters can read it and heed it well! – We will
do the prescribed prayers
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for the deceased sisters, with the exception of Sr. M. Eulogia and
Filiberta, as it is strange that we just received the announcement
for the latter as she died in 1908? Poor one, she had to wait long
for our prayers! R.I.P. We will start immediately with the
prescribed prayers for her. Intentions.
On the 23rd being St. Emerentiana day, many dear sisters
came together. All the houses were represented with the exception
of Puerto Rico, but they also wrote. I just learned that in many
places they do not pay the sisters well, they only receive just
enough to pay for the groceries. So there is no way they can help
the motherhouse. I cannot thank the Good Lord enough that we do
not have a large debt, as now I could not even pay the interest. –
This year we had a great harvest, which helps a lot, but we do not
know what will happen next year, only the Good Lord knows!
Everybody is afraid of the future, as black clouds cover the world.
Some mention war others revolution. The people are distressed as
they do not have work, and if there is none, they have to starve.
The dear sisters say that every day they have ten to twelve people
asking for food, there are some who are ashamed to come during
the day, so at night around 9 or 10 o’clock they ring and ask in
God’s name for food for their children. At such times the dear
sisters prepare a basket with all things and gift it to them. I told the
dear sisters that they cannot let a poor person leave without food,
until we have some, – we give. The Good Lord will help us, I
hope; until now He is the only one who took care of us.
At present we have two sick sisters, Sr. M. Theresa, who is
in the hospital and I do not think she will survive the operation, but
as she suffered so much with her stomach she agreed to it. Sr. M.
Floriana has consumption, and I do not think she will last long.
Until now she is eating well and that keeps her alive.
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In December Sr. M. Hilaria came home from Puerto Rico,
the doctors sent her home, as she was getting weaker and thinner.
Thank the Lord she is improving, she started to gain weight. Over
there it is quite humid, it rains four or five times a day and still
there is no drinking water. The people are very poor, very dirty and
to add, quite lazy. – Please kindly accept the enclosed small
calendar, it is perfect to put in your notebook, mine is there too. – I
greet heartily all the dear sisters and ask for their fervent prayers.
Kissing dear Venerable Mother’s hands and asking for your
fervent prayers, I offer myself your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
120th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1932, February 4th

Dear Venerable Mother!
You write about intentions… It seems winter is just starting
here, on the 2nd we got the first winter snow, around 15 to 20 cm.,
and yesterday everything melted, today we have such a a snow
storm that we can hardly go outside. We do not know what we will
awaken to tomorrow morning? Will it be winter or will it be
summer?! Next week we start Lent, who keeps it these days as it
was done in the olden days? May the Good Lord give us grace, that
the little we do and should do, is for the love of God, obedience to
the Holy Catholic Church and the sanctification of ours souls. May
we receive a little merit for it! – Please pray for our good Sr. M.
Florina, who is gravely sick, I do not think she will last long! Very
sad as she was a very hard working, conscientious and obedient
house sister! It seems the Good Lord chooses the best, so He can
reward as soon as possible His faithful brides. – Kind greetings to
all the good sisters! I offer to dear Venerable Mother’s fervent
prayers our little congregation and I am with grateful hand kisses
your spiritual
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daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
121st letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1932, November 7th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I received your kind lines, also the enclosed list of the
deceased sisters. We are carrying out the prayers. R.I.P.
I am getting ready to write a lot but I am never able to do it.
– It seems the Good Lord loves us very much as he is sending us
one cross after the other. Since the school year started, the
motherhouse emptied out but the hospital filled up. Until now six
were operated, which means that the dear healthy sisters that
stayed here, who would have been helpful in the office, etc, we
have to send them out as substitutes for the sick ones. Saturday I
sent some travel money to Puerto Rico so the dear sister suffering
from dyspepsia can be sent home, as the medical treatment there is
very expensive and the dear sisters only receive 60.00 dollars a
month which is not enough for the doctor and the hospital. I am not
writing this as complaint, as the Good Lord always has helped us
to overcome all the many difficulties, but only as with each sick
person we have more worries and work during the day and often,
during the night. Please pray for us. – Intentions…
Sending hearty greetings to the dear sisters! Kissing dear
Venerable Mother’s hands gratefully your loving spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Emerentiana
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122nd letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1932, April 2nd

Dear Venerable Mother!
This letter should have arrived in Szatmar two weeks ago. I am
very sorry I could not write sooner! The Good Lord visited us with
many and great, that is grave patients. I am writing these lines next
to the bed of a very sick dear sister, who managed to fall asleep a
little bit; I am with her during the night. – Her name is Sr. M.
Perpetua and was with Sr. Martina in Clairton, where she got sick,
first with the flu, then severe pneumonia, which started with
vomiting blood, thus she became very weak; this happened three
weeks ago, but as she felt a bit better she asked the doctor to let her
come home to the motherhouse, so she arrived yesterday in an
ambulance and she made the trip well, she has received the last
sacraments, she is not afraid of death, to the contrary she can
hardly wait to be able to go to Jesus Christ. – Here we had sixteen
sick with the flu. The novice mistress got sick first, then Sr. M.
Hedvig, then fourteen novices and postulants; thank the Good Lord
they are all better. Poor Sr. M. Fridolin has also suffered a lot from
the awful flu, she coughed horribly, I never thought she would
recover. She is also better but still quite weak. She stayed in Hays;
Sr. M. Margit was in bed for four weeks in New Brighton and she
was not getting better, so I was forced to take her to the hospital in
Pittsburgh, they sent her home from there for two month rest, so
she is home now; but thank God she has had no fever since she
came home. You surely have received by now the announcement
of the death of Sr. M. Theresa? She has been sickly for several
years, she complained about her stomach and had been in the
hospital twice for this, they tried everything with her and nothing
helped;
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when she suffered something like a stomach cramp, she would
faint and recover very slowly. Now she was in the hospital for
twelve weeks, where two weeks ago she went through an
operation. When they opened her up, the doctors found out that
there was nothing wrong with her stomach, nor her intestines, her
liver and kidneys were in order, so they closer her up and they
knew as much as before. The fever never went down, it rather
increased, it was always over 104 Fahrenheit and that is what
killed her on the 10th day after her operation. The last three to four
weeks I was barely home, they called me here or there… good
thing we have a car, I would have been unable to make all these
trips! – On Holy Saturday Sr. M. Theresa felt worse and they
called me from the hospital, that she really wanted to see me, so I
went after the mass, I was home by 11 o’clock, in the afternoon I
went again and three times after the Resurrection, then I stayed for
the night; at least twice we thought the end was near, but towards
morning she was better. We were ready to go home, Sr. M. Petra
and Apollonia are both nurses and her good sisters, at 6 o’clock we
went to mass and to Holy Communion, she also fasted even though
she had a high fever, she did not want to take anything as she
wanted to partake of the communion. After the Holy Communion
she changed a lot, so we stayed with her, and because I thought she
was not conscious, I asked her if she knew who I was and what day
is it today? To which she answered nicely and she even wished us
a Happy Easter. Later I asked her if she wanted something? To
which she answered that now she only thinks about our Lord Jesus
and she heard and saw many angels singing, and she wanted to but
could not sing with them. Her last words were to repeat what I
asked for, what she should ask for us from the Lord… that we
should be good and greatly value our vocation! She died quietly
exactly at 11 o’clock. After her death
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we brought her home and alternating we pray next to her, as for
everybody, two days and two nights. Each evening the dear sisters
sing the De Profundis and the Miserere Mei next to the casket. The
last morning we take the casket to the chapel, where the dear
sisters continue the prayers until the Holy Mass. After the Holy
Mass is the burial, for which the dear sisters take the casket to the
cemetery, which is open until they lower it down to the grave. At
Sr. M. Theresa burial there were 24 priests and many people. The
Honorable Bishop said a mass for her and the rest of the dear
sisters at his home.
Intentions: – The good wishes for Easter I only told the
Lord, as I did not have time to write them down earlier.
How is the weather at home? We have snow, ice, cold,
frost, then the following four or five days, rain and beautiful spring
weather. – It is no surprising to have so many sick, as the people
do not know how to dress. The weather is bad but the working
conditions even worse. There are all kind of rumors, what is true,
nobody knows, but something has to happen, everybody feels it
and they say it openly. In the wealthy America the money has
disappeared, the poor people are starving to death. It is not good to
even think about what the poor people are eating?!
Good Lord bless our Venerable Mother and the dear sisters,
whom we greet and kindly ask for their prayers! Kissing many
times the hands of dear Venerable Mother, your grateful former
pupil and now your spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana

250

123rd letter

Ave Maria!

Dear VENERABLE MOTHER!
I received your kind lines, I will respond to them quickly.
The enclosed tickets I gave to Reverend Hagel, he thanks you for
them.
With today’s post I am sending through the bank 50.00
dollars, please accept them as a small token for the costs of
reworking of the Holy Rules, etc.! Maybe later we can do some
more but right now we cannot. I am very sorry about this, three or
four years ago nobody thought how difficult things would be in the
United States. – We took notice of Sr. M. Claveria and Sr. M.
Nolasca’s obituaries; we conducted the obligatory prayers for
them. The last obituary said she died in the United States in
Perrysville. We will start tomorrow our prayers for Sr. M. Ossia.
R.I.P. Here Sr. M. Petra went through a very difficult operation.
She had some colon polyps, they cut out four large nodules, the
four pieces weighed between 10 to 15 pounds, a medium sized
bowl was full with them. I looked at it and I still cannot believe
where does it fit in the body something like this? The poor sister
suffered a lot and nobody could imagine she was going to survive,
but thank the Good Lord she is better and is already teaching. – Sr.
M. Gregoria, Veneranda and Gaudentia went through appendix
operations, – Sr. M. Liliosa, novice, they cut out her tonsils, And
Sr. M. Febronia had her brain operated, she feels a bit better, but
only momentarily, she has terrible headaches and the doctors say
she can get cured only by a miracle. They are preparing us that she
will be either blind or lose her mind! We are very sorry for the
poor soul! When she has a headache, her neck is paralyzed so she
cannot move, then she cannot take in anything, – sometimes
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she does not eat or drink the whole day. – Now a young novice is
in the hospital, they do not know what is wrong with her? Days
seem we do nothing else but work for the hospitals and the doctors.
In the olden days the doctors and hospitals treated the sisters for
free, now that the sisters teach for nearly nothing, we have to pay
dearly for everything!
You ask if we received an answer regarding the Holy Rules
from Rome? I wrote about this once. We sent the Holy Rules on
December 30th, 1918 to Rome with 100.00 dollars (1,000 liras) to
cover the costs. We did not hear for a long time if they received the
package or not? On June 25th, 1920, we received a letter from
Rome, mailed in May, 1920, and they stated that they received our
by-laws and the 1,300 liras, they thanked us and promised to take
care of the Holy Rules. It was signed by M. Serafini Ab. OSB
Secretary. Since then, we have not heard from them.
Our Reverend recommends that if you send the reworked
Rules to Rome, please tell them about the 1,300 liras. Also, please
find out when did the Szatmar motherhouse split from
Gumpendorf? The Bishops here mentioned it that the Rules were
approved for the sisters of Gumpendorf and if the sisters of
Szatmar split from them, then the Rules are not valid. They check
everything here carefully. At home too, I know as when we came
here, Reverend Kazinczy asked me to order some catechisms,
Bibles, a church history, etc. The books arrived and I looked
through them. In one of them, all the male and female orders were
listed and described, I mean the Hungarian ones, and the one in
Szatmar was not listed at all, although I remember that when we
left
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we had 52 chapter houses. So, the priest who wrote the book did
not take our congregation into account. I did not order these books
for the children as I was embarrassed, as here the priests say that
we are such nuns like the Lutheran ones, who at any time, if the
Lord calls, can go. – I will continue this later, I hope to have more
time for letter writing after the holidays?! Offering myself to your
fervent prayers and wishing you a merry Christmas celebration and
a happy New Year, I am your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
124th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
The German and part of the Hungarian Holy Rules arrived.
Now I am reading the German in Silence and Sr. M. Josepha the
Hungarian aloud, so I can compare them and see what they
accepted and what was left out?! I also like our old Holy Rules! I
regret that we cannot petition for permission to take perpetual
vows! But if we pray hard, maybe Rome will give it to us! Without
it, how do we ask?!
Not so long ago we received notice from Rome that the
report regarding our last five years sent in August was received,
they checked it thoroughly, and for which work they asked 5.50
dollars, which we sent through the Honorable Bishop. Thank the
Lord there were no errors, they only asked if the chapter houses
were independent or belonged to the motherhouse? As we had to
send in the five year report for the motherhouse and all chapter
houses. It was a lot of work.
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I am enclosing the distribution! I am sorry I am sending it so late!
Please forgive me!
Now I have a big request from dear VENERABLE
MOTHER! Please delegate somebody to ask Mrs. Sztrohak and
find out about her son who just finished medical school, who for
some time lived in Budapest. His father, who is our gardener, is
very worried about him! Since August he sent three times money
to his address but there was no response. He tried to bring him to
America, he went everywhere to get the permission; the Consul in
Pittsburgh prepared the necessary documents, he sent them to
Washington for endorsement. From there he received the notice
that the boy can come without trouble since Sztrohak received his
American citizenship while the boy was under age. We sent him
the documents and expected him by Christmas. Reverend Hagel,
so good hearted, asked us to prepare him a room in the house
where he lives, so he can rest close to his father from his long trip,
but no response, no news. His father is overwhelmed, he says he
worked for twenty five years only thinking about him, and now he
does not even know what is happening!
I will write more in a couple of days, until then asking for
your fervent prayers, I remain in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, your
hand kissing grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
125th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
--------- Intentions ----------I was preparing to write a long letter but I was off and on
laid up with my bad leg. I am now a little bit better; we have many
sick ones
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among others, I had to send Sr. Hilda to the hospital on Corpus
Christi; she had been complaining a long time that her back and
intestines were hurting, the doctor tried everything at home, but on
Corpus Christi she had such a pain that she could not move, so we
transported her immediately to the hospital, we still do not know
what is the problem? I took one of the sisters from Ellsworth
directly to the hospital, the other from Hays, etc. These causes a lot
of work, worries and expenses. I hope the Good Lord will help, as
he has been helping until now. The income is very low, just
enough that the sisters can survive in the chapter houses, but they
can barely help the motherhouse. The dear sisters from two houses,
Akron and Cleveland, are here and I am expecting three more
houses.
Next time I will write some more. Until then, asking for
your fervent prayers and kissing your dear hands, your grateful
spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
126th letter

Ave Maria!

Dear Venerable Mother!
On August 29th the sisters dispersed, 182 on one day. On
September 5th the classes began. You will find enclosed the
distribution, there have been no major changes. Everybody left
content with their assignment. May the Good Lord allow it to be
like this forever! Sr. Hilda is at home, feeling a bit better but
mourns after + Sr. Wunibalda. They were always together when
possible, they did sewing or helped a little bit, in the afternoons
they rested and then they talked together. Hilda is a bit like a child,
she is happy if somebody talks or plays with her.

255

What shall I write about + Sr. Wunibalda? Only that she
left us very rapidly. When the dear sisters came home, she walked
upstairs, greeted everybody and was very happy. We started the
first retreat on July 10th in English and she attended; she was
scheduled for the second one as that was in Slovak by a
Benedictine priest, with exceptionally good lectures, but she did
not attend it as she died on July 29th, and we buried her on August
1st, the retreat started on August 6th. She had heart trouble but
nobody believed it that she would leave so soon.. On the 29th we
went to visit her after lunch, Sr. Fridolin, Sr. Martina, Sr. Agilberta
were there and we joked with her, she was in a good mood,
between 4 and 5 o’clock she asked for some compote, pineapple,
which she ate with good appetite, the novice said she sat up by and
held the small bowl by herself and ate it like that. Afterwards the
doctor came by to whom she complained that she could not sleep
and asked for medicine, the prescribed injection, which Sr. Petra
(certified nurse) was not willing to do; Sr. Wunibalda sent for her
at least three times and she came to me to ask what should she do?
Twice we delayed it but the third time we followed her wish and
the doctor’s prescription. After this, she fell asleep very fast and
was dead by 11 o’clock and so she sleeps and rests until the last
judgment. R.I.P. I could tell you more personally but on paper, this
is enough.
Reverend Hagel sends his deep respects to dear Venerable
Mother, Venerable Alcantara and Sigismunda. He prays and says
masses for us a lot, and he is not well either, getting weaker day by
day, but still he says mass every morning at 6 o’clock and spends
four hours in the school. I do not know how long he can do this?
He also has heart trouble and diabetes. On August 19th he was 71
years old. In 1935 he would celebrate his
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Golden anniversary, do not know if he will reach it? May the Good
Lord grant it! We really need him, especially in these changing
times. If it continues like this, I do not know what we will do? Last
school year the parish priests owed over 20,000 to the sisters. It is
a big question when we will receive this?! We live day to day, but
the Good Lord has taken care wonderfully that we do not go
hungry until now. The Bishop acknowledges that we are the worst
off among the convents as our people are the poorest and cannot
help us. If we still had the loan and had to pay the interest we
would not be able to go on living. I know that live in Szatmar is
not a rose garden, are you fighting for survival?! I am sorry for the
superiors as it is their worry and the difficulties, but some nuns
wish for so many things, that not even if they would be daughters
of an earl, could be more. So, if the Good Lord sends us a shower,
it will not harm us.
I regret that what I wanted to start with, that is,
congratulating the Venerable Mother on her Saint Day and to wish
the Lord’s bountiful blessing for all your endeavors. May the Good
Lord lengthen by many years your dear life’s thread in this world
and keep you in good health for all our happiness, the benefit of
our dear congregation and enhancement. After the life in this world
may you win the well deserved eternal crown in the heavenly
abode! We send our fervent prayers every day to dear Jesus in his
heavenly throne for our dear spiritual mother and hope, they will
be heard!
Do you know anything about the Holy Rules? What are
they doing in Rome? – Repeating the good wishes and offering
myself to your fervent
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prayers, I am with hand kisses your grateful obedient spiritual
daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
127th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill, 1934, December 2nd
From Sr. M. Hilda

Esteemed dear beloved Mother!
With a grateful heart I remember your good deeds and as I
was reminiscing about the past, I cannot forgo to express my
hearty best wishes for the coming Christmas and the New Year to
one of my greatest benefactresses. But the letters are dead and the
word sounds, but only the deed remains and that is worth
something.
So, not only with letters but also with deeds, that is prayers
– as I cannot do otherwise – would like to accomplish what I write
here.
May the Good Lord bless dear Venerable Mother with
abundant mercy, long life, may you remain healthy, all the best
both spiritually and corporally. All your deeds, steps, movements,
breaths, heart beats, each should be a precious stone in your crown,
as it is done for the glory of the Lord. May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus help you in all your difficulties and lighten your load,
worries, comfort and strengthen you in the spiritual and corporal
suffering, dry your tears if they flow from time to time
involuntarily due to internal great pain. This I wish whole
heartedly, and now I ask also every day for a blessing for Reverend
Mother Edith, specially now since I heard she is weakening, so I
double my request to Little Jesus and pour my heart desires as far
as my wishes for dear Venerable Mother.

258

Please accept and do not disdain my sincere good wishes. I
do not know how to flatter, and despise duplicity, so what I say, I
mean it.
Are you feeling any better? Here our Venerable Mother
Emerentiana is managing her work, but we have to take care that
she does not develop a fever as then it will be very bad. She
already has lost a lot of weight and is weak. Her leg is still hurting
a lot. Oh, God! I console myself that that my own life’s cart is also
slowly leading towards the grave, so I hope I will not reach it. We
all go one after the other to the Good Lord.
So I do not tire dear Venerable Mother with my long (not
saying much) letter, once again I will express it in a few words
concisely my good wishes:
I wish good Venerable Mother a joyful and merry
Christmas holyday and the happiest New Year, your grateful
spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Hilda
128th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Vincent Hill

Dear Venerable Mother!
I would like to send at least a couple of lines, to show that
thank the Good Lord I am better, but have to take very much care
of myself and I am not allowed to work too much. The prayers and
care of the good sisters helped my improvement. The good Sr. M.
Edith says that Jesus pulled me up to heaven but the sisters pulled
me back. So that I am staying here and I give thanks to the Good
Lord for every day that gives me an opportunity to do something
for Him and atone
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for my sins. On July 3rd after the evening prayers I got sick and on
August 2nd they took me to the hospital, where they said that it was
something with my gall bladder, but my heart and lungs also were
giving up; nobody believed in my recuperation.
Wishing dear Venerable Mother a merry Christmas and a
blessed New Year! With grateful hand kisses I am, praying much
for you, your spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Emerentiana
129th letter

A.M.D.Gl.!xliii
St. Michael’s Convent
Braddock, 1935, July 4th

Dear Venerable Mother!
I wrote to you on May 26th an answer to your valued letter,
which was supposed to be sent by Reverend Mother Emerentiana,
but since she was gravely ill, I am writing to you dear Venerable
Mother so as not to leave you without an answer. I only went
yesterday to the motherhouse and the hospital to visit Reverend
Mother. She is very sick, when we went in, she only could open
her eyes and was unable to say a word, they did not even want us
to visit but we begged the nurses and we were there barely three
minutes.
In the motherhouse the Reverend Father Hagel started to
mention the mission to China. I hear he said that he was preparing
to go to China. To this I said if my superiors send me, I will go, to
which he said that my physical state is such that in three months I
would die there. Continued to say that I was too old to learn a new
language, and
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what is more important, there is no money for the travel and to
help the mission, the government here will not allow sending
money overseas as they have to support their own people. And
neither Bishops will allow it, meaning the Bishop from Pittsburgh
and the Bishop from Cleveland. Although here in Pennsylvania we
do not belong to Cleveland, the Bishop of Pittsburgh has a big
voice. – Father Hagel added, – but this has to remain between us, –
that if they knew that I wrote about this, I will get into trouble, as
the above mentioned Bishops do not want it mentioned in Szatmar.
So I do not think anything will happen with my mission to China if
they are so against it. The members here, they do not feel affection
towards us, not even a little bit. I will ask dear Venerable Mother
not to write about what I just wrote as it is only three weeks under
vacation when we go to our motherhouse, and the letter will not
come directly to me. I am very sorry dear Venerable Mother, as I
am only 49 years old, but I still have the strength thank the Good
Lord to work, although I am a small, thin, undemanding being I
would have gladly done the sacrifice and gone. Please believe me,
since I received your letter, I have been spiritually in China amidst
my new sisters. From here, several of the Dominican sisters went
to China, one of them from Braddock, in our neighborhood, the
superior of the St. Thomas English school, she left in March to go
to their motherhouse and she has already written from Honolulu.
Truthfully, dear Venerable Mother, from here we would not
receive any help, from our sisters, Puerto Rico was their own
mission and they did not help. And now the people do not have
work, so I do not know what will happen, everything is very dark.
The good Sr. Alcantara wrote that I should try to draw the
American sisters towards Szatmar, that is to the sisters at home;
but that is impossible, we, for example, I grew up here with them
and what do they think of me or what do they take me for???

261

Please forgive me, dear Venerable Mother that I write so
much, but it feels so good to talk at least in writing. I thought I
could do it soon in person with dear Venerable Mother, but now it
seems that this will only happen in the next word. I ask you please
do not forget about me in your prayers, whose heart is drawing
home.
Kissing your kind hands, the goodness that you thought
about me regarding the mission in China, I thank you so much, I
remain your grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Josepha
130th letter

A.M.D.Gl.
1935, July 4th

Dear good Venerable Mother Editha!
Mother Emerentiana is very sick. I am afraid that today was
the last time I talked to her. Yesterday in the morning at 11 o’clock
they phoned that suddenly she got very sick, they though she died.
In the afternoon around 3 o’clock they took her to the St. John
Hospital by ambulance, but before that they gave her the extreme
unction. I called Sr. M. Martina by phone in the morning to tell her
that I will take the train from Uniontown at 6:30 in the morning
and she should be at the station in Greensburg at 7:30, so we could
travel together to visit poor Reverend Mother. So we came
together to Pittsburgh. She is very, very sick, she could barely say
a few words, she is constantly throwing up, something dark green
black, she was not given even a drop of water, the doctor forbade
it. Nobody is allowed in, but we were with her two hours and she
was happy that we came! When the nurses left, the poor Mother
said to me:
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“Agi! Send 25:00 dollars in your name to Venerable Mother
Alcantara and write to her, that I am sending it for her anniversary;
and pray for me.” She could barely say this, so I repeated loudly
each word and she just nodded that it was right and just held my
hand; then she signaled that Martina should listed well as she
wanted to say something else. She said: “Marci, you send 25:00
dollars to Sr. M. Gaudentia in your name for the old people’s
home; and to say she is sending it.” – Little Mother, with Sr.
Martina we will go immediately to the main post office and will
send it today. I said that Marci will write to the good Venerable
Mother Sr. Alcantara and I will write to dear Venerable Mother,
and she nodded smiling and said “alright, greetings, write kindly.”
But was unable to say anything else. Two doctors came and so our
conversation ended, as she was not allowed to talk to us alone. So I
sent the money this afternoon by mail and Sr. M. Martina added
5.00 dollars to Sr. Alcantara’s money as she wanted to send also
something for our good Mother’s 60th anniversary. May the Good
Lord keep dear Venerable Mother Alcantara for a long time for His
greater glory!
It is already past 10 o’clock but do not want to go to sleep
until I finish the letter, as tomorrow early morning before boarding
the train, we would like to send the letter certified, and humbly ask
that you do not take it poorly my scratching, but the arthritis really
shoots in my hand and fingers.
How are dear Venerable Mother’s eyes? I heard about the
operation and was very happy about its success. May the Almighty
give you health and strength; and much spiritual strength to dear
Venerable Mother.
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If you received the money, that is Venerable Alcantara and
Venerable Gaudentia, please let us know with a few lines; we will
go to the motherhouse this month on the 24th, in Perrysville for the
vacation. Please send the answer there. And if our good Venerable
Mother is worse, I will immediately let you know.
Hearty greetings to dear Venerable Sigismunda, M.
Leontia, M. Livia, M. Consilia and the other sisters, and even if I
do not write, I pray for them. I thank for the valued letters of
Venerable Sigismunda, M. Consilia, and M. Leontia; I kiss the
kind hands of dear Venerable Mother Alcantara.
Asking humbly for your fervent prayers, dear Venerable
Mother, I remain your loving daughter,
M. Agilberta
131st letter
Praise to the Sacred Heart of Jesus!
Deeply honored dear Venerable Mother!
The sisters from the motherhouse let us know on Sunday
afternoon that Venerable Mother Emerentiana was sick, so with Sr.
Agilberta we came to Pittsburgh, where we visited her at the St.
John Hospital.
We were surely scared; our poor Mother gave us the
impression of somebody dying. The doctors have very little hope,
nearly none. She cannot speak as after each word she has terrible
nausea. Her stomach is so swollen that we at the beginning thought
she had a big pillow to keep her warm. Only when the head doctor
took off the blanket in front of us, then we saw, how horrible her
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condition was. Her skin was so stretched and tense, so shiny, that
one thought it could split open any minute. We saw blue lines in
the form of a cross. At the slightest touch of the doctor she felt
horrible pain. She was very happy with our visit and as well as she
could, she told us to send money to Sr. M. Alcantara and Sr. M.
Gaudentia in her name, but with our signature, as Sr. Agilberta
explained. With the permission of our Mother, I added 5.00 dollars
to the amount sent to the good Venerable Alcantara, who is
celebrating this year her diamond anniversary. She deserves more,
but the situation in America is very bad and under these conditions
I did not ask permission for more.
But to return to my main topic, I report that on Sunday
afternoon, before they took our Mother to the hospital, she
received the last sacraments with great piety from Reverend Hagel.
I ask dear Venerable Mother to be kind and pray for our
small American congregation, so that if by any chance the Lord
calls to Himself Mother Emerentiana, He would give us a worthy
successor, who in these difficult times can lead us towards the
Good Lord and keep us faithful to Him this small herd. At the
moment Sr. Fridolin is in charge.
I heard from Sr. Agilberta that dear Venerable Mother also
undertook a dangerous eye operation, but thank the Good Lord it
was successful. Surely you had to suffer a lot. I am very sorry
about this. May the Good Lord keep the cataract from forming
again, as it must have been a very painful operation. We will
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keep praying for dear Venerable Mother’s health as we have done
until now.
We will go home this month for a little spiritual
rejuvenation, but I am afraid we will be orphans. It is possible that
by the time this letter arrives in Europe, our Little Mother will be
in heaven. We are afraid of the consequences. We humbly ask for
your prayers.
I regret that once again you hear from me about sad news.
If only I could send you some better ones.
Kissing your kind hands, I am your grateful obedient
spiritual daughter,
M. Martina
132nd letter
Deeply honored good Mother M. Editha!
I am letting you know, with a heavy heart, that although
there is no catastrophe yet, there is not much hope for recovery
according to the doctor. Now she is the victim of her vocation. The
problem is with her gall bladder; she has terrible pain and is quite
swollen. The doctors said that they want to help at all costs, if it
does not work otherwise, they will operate, but only a small cut, so
it will not damage her heart, as that is very weak. Now they have
taken her to the hospital after she received the last sacraments.
She herself told me that I should write to dear Venerable
Mother in Szatmar, to please pray for her as she believes she will
die. She asked us to pray that the Good Lord should be merciful to
her at the judgment, when she blessed the ones present.
My hands are trembling from the many tears, as I cannot
think about her without crying.
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As soon as she received the last sacraments, all of us
present went to her to kiss her hands, and she placed the sign of the
cross on our foreheads and said: God bless!
I believe the Good Lord will be merciful to her as she
conducted all her obligations and offices with great consciousness.
She suffered a lot, so she is a true martyr both spiritually as
physically.
An old servant, who worked on consignment, once
Venerable Mother Emerentiana was sick, he said to me, as we
were afraid she would die then, so he said: “You will not receive
such a Mother again. As she understood everything, she was good
to everybody. But she did look where she spent the money.”
But I stretched this to a long letter. So I will close. Kissing
innumerably your kind hands, I remain deeply reverent your
grateful spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Hilda
133rd letter

A.M.D.Gl!
Uniontown, 1935, June 5th

Dear Venerable Alcantara!
Quickly a few lines. I am not sure if dear Venerable Mother
is home or not? So I thought I better write it to you Venerable
Alcantara.
Our Venerable Mother M. Emerentiana died on the evening
of June 4th at 9 o’clock.
After we left with Sr. Martina she lost consciousness and
was in coma often, there were
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short moments where she recognized her surroundings, but very
seldom. – She suffered a lot the poor. – Please be kind and pray for
her. – Now I will write to Mother Rosamunda and to Mother
Szerena. Humble hand kisses and asking for your prayers, your
loving daughter
M. Agilberta
If you receive the money I sent yesterday, please let me know, this
was the last thought of poor Mother.
134th letter

Ave Maria!
St. Michael Convent
Braddock, 1935, June 5th

Dear good Revered Superior!
As I was finishing my second letter, when the phone rang
that the good Venerable Mother Emerentiana was dying. We
rushed over and we were with her until she gave up her brave soul.
She died on June 4th in the evening at 8:50. May the Good Lord
give her eternal peace and in the Sacred Heart eternal joy. On May
30th she picnicked outside, that is, she prepared a surprise
afternoon snack for the young ones in the motherhouse and had
some merriment with them, she got sick during the night but did
not wake up anybody, in the morning she called Sr. Leonarda who
is a nurse. She had to be taken rapidly to the hospital on Sunday
afternoon at 2 o’clock. On Monday, the 3rd, Sr. Martina and Sr.
Agilberta were there, so was Sr. Fridolin. She told Sr. Agilberta
and Sr. Martina what she wanted, so Sr. Martina told me. Sr.
Vincentia and I went in the afternoon, but by that time she did not
talk to us as she was feeling very sick, next day on the 4 th she was
unconscious, although every now and then recovered, until
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death arrived. From the chapter houses we were there as they
phoned us, I just came home on the 5th from the motherhouse, I
was there when they brought the casket. Oh, what a feeling, we
were all crying. She is lying beautifully, there is no sign of death’s
agony. She took the Body of Christ in the morning of the day when
she died at night.
The Reverend does not feel well; I believe he will follow
her. The good Sr. Martina will describe everything about the death
of our good Mother. I will send this letter with the other two which
I wrote earlier. Dear Revered Mother, I believe that if the Good
Lord wants me to go to China, then it will happen, and I will gladly
fulfill the sacred will of the Good Lord. What would happen if the
Honorable Bishop said: Yes!
Your grateful spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Josepha
135th letter
1935, June 11th,
Beloved good Venerable Mother!
I know I am the last one reporting about the death of the
good Venerable Mother Emerentiana. On Tuesday, that is June 4th,
when they called me in, the Venerable Mother was dying, she did
not recognize me. I stayed there until 6 o’clock but then we had to
leave towards Ohio. So I could not wait longer. The next day, early
in the morning, they called with the sad news, which has a large
impact on us. The motherhouse is very sad without her. The Good
Lord knows what will happen with us, but we trust in the Good
Lord, if he took care of us until now, He will
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not abandon us.
She had a nice burial, there were going to be three Bishops,
but the two from Cleveland had to return as one of them got sick.
The Bishop from Pittsburgh spoke very nicely about her at
the burial. There were 30 priests and many nuns from other
congregations, although she led a secluded life, many loved her.
She was laid out in the day room among the palms; many came to
show their respects.
We will have a very sad vacation without her, as she
showed up everywhere and took care of everything. At present Sr.
Fridolin is in charge but she is very weak and sad.
Sr. M. Josepha mentioned to me that you would like to
send her to China, if it is true, I would also like to go, Mother
Claudia was nearly my age now when she came to America and
how much she worked, maybe I also could do still a lot there,
specifically as far as the English language is concerned.
I cannot write any more, dear good Venerable Mother, as
my heart is full of sorrow. Kissing numerously your kind hands
your loving spiritual daughter
Sr. M. Melitta
156th letter
Perrysville, PA, 1935 June 24th
Beloved good Venerable Sister Alcantara!
Thank you so much for your letter of condolence which had
a beneficial impact on our heart rendering situation. Yes, dear good
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Venerable Sister, we lost a lot with the death of dear Venerable
Mother. I cannot recover myself, I am always expecting her to
return. The motherhouse is very empty without her. She walked in
every corner of the house, even with her painful legs; we can say
she worked zealously until the last moment. I really miss her a lot.
The sisters at the motherhouse say those two weeks before
her death she was very agitated and very anxious to finish her
work; when she could, she closed herself in the office and was
busy putting the books of the chapter houses in order. Then she
distributed the work to be done during vacation. Most probably she
felt something. On the day of Ascension she seemed very happy
amidst the sisters and she joked a lot with them that day. The
following night around 2 o’clock she started throwing up and had a
lot of pain, but in consideration of others, she did not call anybody
to her. In the morning, when they rang the wake up bells, she rang
for the nursing sister, and when she came in she found Venerable
Mother totally changed. The nursing sisters tried everything to ease
her pain, and it seemed her condition started to improve. A short
time later she got worse and so they called the doctor, who was
hoping for recovery. On Sunday morning she got worse again, the
two nurses left for a few minutes and Reverend Mother got out of
bed and most probably could not return, but jumped onto the bed
and her gall bladder burst. After this she had incredible pain and
started to swell up. When the doctor observed this he ordered her
to the hospital immediately to be able to ease the horrible pain,
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but by that time nothing could help her. She started to be
unconscious by Monday, with a few moments of lucidity. Sr. M.
Martina and Sr. M. Agilberta were able to talk to her on that day,
but by the time they called me on Tuesday afternoon, she was half
dead. Many of us were with her until she died. On Sunday, when
they took her to the hospital, she already said good bye to the
sisters and told them to be good, as she is going home and will not
return again.
At present Sr. Fridolin is in charge, but whom they will
choose for themselves, we do not know yet.
How are you feeling good Reverend Sr. Alcantara? Is your
health good? I myself do not know how I am, I cannot recuperate
from this sudden upheaval.
Please pray for us that the Good Lord will give us
somebody who will have great tact in leading the congregation.
Placing and wishing all the best in the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, kissing your merciful hands, your loving spiritual daughter,
Sr. M. Melitta
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Venerable Sr. Alcantara writes about Sr. M. Emerentiana:
M. Emerentiana was a peaceful, quiet personality. Even as
a child she did not quarrel with colleagues, so she was liked by
everybody. – She was a pupil from the orphanage, but she attended
the school and the academy as a resident. At that time there were
six elementary years and two of finishing formation. – She had
talent and brains for the art subjects: piano, drawing, writing,
embroidery, etc. as well for the other subjects, plus an exemplary
diligence. She was not proud of her work but remained humble and
modest. She spoke Hungarian, German, and Slovak very well, she
also spoke French.
She entered Olaszixliv as novice where she taught
embroidery for some years. – During her sickness (bronchitis) she
was very patient, she only worried that she could not work. – An
exemplary child, diligent worker, fervent nun; peaceful, ready to
help, delicate, fine colleague. As a superior: a true mother, – first
class worker in every sense.
********
Venerable Sr. M. Sigismunda writes:
As far as I know, Sr. M. Emerentiana’s parents died very
early, she had two siblings, one of them became a priest, and the
other was a merchant in Szepesvaraljaxlv. Terezis Handlovits
entered as a child the Szepesolaszi orphanage, from there she
attended the institute where she studied for eight years, she also
learned to play the piano. She took great advantage of this later as
an organist.----she entered-----. She worked at Lipto Rozsahegy,
Rozsnyó and later as superior and establishing the province in
Braddock, America,
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and later a motherhouse in St. Vincent Hill. – As the American
superior she demonstrated great abilities; it is her merit that such a
great tree grew from a small seed. – From here only nine sisters
went to America, where now they have 32 houses with -------nuns. Sr. Emerentiana’s major aspiration was to introduce the spirit
of the congregation; she tried to fulfill conscientiously all the
points of the Holy Rules. She always led as a good example. All
her efforts were to train the novices into good sisters. She was very
strict in her views and principles. She had a severe leg problem.
She always knelt at prayer notwithstanding her wounded leg. She
did not spare any weariness if it was about the glory of God, or it
was in the interest of her daughters. The sisters plead with her
often to take care of her health as they loved her very much; she
was also held in high esteem by the laity. She was known to
always try to obtain small joys for the sisters. – Her death is
edifying. Even in her last minutes she thought of her “old home”,
the European motherhouse, and left instructions to send in her
name ---------- dollars. She suffered a lot, spiritually and
physically, if one of the sisters disappointed her. She never
complained, she suffered the difficulties with patience. She made it
possible that in 1928, the 25th anniversary of their settlement, two
sisters from the motherhouse could attend the celebrations. –
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Venerable Sr. M. Rosamunda writes:
M. Emerentiana was under my supervision for two years,
and during this time I observed that the late sister was a determined
character, who did not compromise. She demanded exact following
of the Holy Rules but she herself was a good example for it. She
often wrote complaining that she could be better for the sisters if
she allowed them to do sports, for example excursions by car or
airplane, etc. but since she did not allow it, she was called strict
and hard hearted. The kinder ones saw that it was not appropriate
things for nuns, but the ones born in free America did not like it.
M. Emerentiana was very devout, one could say nearly
leading a saintly life; although she did not do right when she
allowed Rev. Hagel, their priest too much power. Surely she did
not think that the Father would misuse it and without any reason
hurt publicly our (Szatmar) nuns.
I am keeping a letter in Slovak, which was written to me
after M. Emerentiana’s death by one of the humble domestic
sisters. If you want it, dear Mariella, I will gladly send it. M.
Melitta writes that M. Emerentiana’s successor is good, she was
also M. Emerentiana’s pupil, and worked as a tutor to the novices,
so the choice is good as the the work continues in the spirit of the
deceased.
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Annals, IV. 379
HANDLOVITS M. EMERENTIANA, first superior of the
American establishment, born October 22nd, 1869 in SzepesOlaszi. Entered as postulant on April 25th, 1886. Took the habit on
July 25th, 1886. Pronounced the vows on August 11th, 1889 in
Szatmar. Died on June 4th, 1935 in America, in the St. John
Hospital of Perrysville.
She was educated by our convent as she came to the
Szepes-Olaszi orphanage as a child. She finished her elementary
schooling in our well known academy. After these, she did two
years of finishing school, where she studied languages, music and
other art subjects. She spoke perfect Hungarian, German, Slovak,
the understood French; her piano studies helped her later on when
she took advantage of it as an organist.
She entered our congregation in Szepes-Olaszi, of which
she was an excellent member her whole life. Exemplary, diligent,
talented child, devout, peaceful, ready to help, delicate and kind
colleague; as superior, a true mother, a first class worker in
everything.
When in 1902 our convent decided to establish a province,
our superiors entrusted her with the organization and
establishment, and its first superior. After 33 years of work, there
are 33 houses, 267 professed sisters, 13 novices and 13 postulants
forming the American province.
Her treasured letters describe in detail the 33 years of work,
the development of the province, in her childlike humbleness, as
she reports to her superiors, always respectfully, always in the
spirit of subordination.
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She fostered good religious life thinking among her sisters.
She demanded the keeping of the Holy Rules in all matters and she
was an example for it.
She eagerly hoped to receive the approval of the Rules
from Rome, which were drawn up by the authorities in Szatmar.
She was a believer in the perpetual vows and so were her sisters.
Her death caused deep mourning among her spiritual
daughters, who sincerely cried in pain for their best mother.
She kept until her last minute a deep attachment to her
early nest, the motherhouse in Szatmar, as told by the sisters
present at her death bed.
In Sr. M. Emerentiana, provincial superior, one of our most
saintly being in our congregation has gone to the eternal home, so
she can ask for grace for our congregation beset from many sides.
R.I.P.
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The election of the successor to Provincial Superior Sr. M.
Emerentiana.
Perrysville 293 Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul.
St. Vincent Hill, Perrysville, PA, 1935, July 20th.
The election for a Provincial Superior for the the
Vincentian Sisters of Charity of the Diocese of Pittsburgh was held
in the chapel of the congregation on July 20th, 1935 on St. Jerome
Emiliani day.
Honorable Bishop Hugo C. Boyle, Bishop of Pittsburgh,
Reverend Ferdinand Angel, the superior of the congregation, and
Father Jerome Hannan presided.
There were 227 members of the congregation present. M.
Ignatia Butka was elected as mother superior, as she received the
most votes at the first ballot.
C. Hugo Boyle, S.K. Bishop of Pittsburgh

********
Perrysville, PA, 1935, July 27th
Highly Honored Dear Reverend Mother!
Please forgive me that I dare to write to you, such a highly
honored person, but a child’s love and devotion gives me courage
to do so. It gives me great consolation
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to think, – specially in these circumstances, as our very beloved
good spiritual mother left us, – that we have a good mother, whom
we cannot see personally, but whose love and care I can feel.
Judging your motherly care, I can see that your kind motherly heart
holds our well being and happiness. I write a few lines, in which I
humbly ask Reverend Mother to recognize me and to send your
blessings, as the elected mother superior of the congregation
established here in America, in Pittsburgh.
We lost a great treasure in the unforgettably loved
Reverend Mother Emerentiana and I, a weak instrument can never
compare myself to her. He who chose me, I will try to follow His
footsteps, not as a hired servant but the good shepherd, to be a
faithful mother for the souls entrusted to me.
All the sisters are of good will towards me and help me
according to their talents in my difficult position. May the Good
Lord repay them for their goodness.
Venerable Sr. Fridolin and Venerable Sr. Martina are my
counselors, I have a great trust in them as they have great
experience and they stand higher in devotion, what is the most
important, they carry the well being of our convent in their hearts.
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I trust the Good Lord will help me if we work together in unison
and in love.
I will write again how we are proceeding. With deep
respect and thanks, I am your hand kissing obedient spiritual
daughter,
Sr. M. Ignatia
I am enclosing the official document prepared by the
Honorable Bishop which contains the results of the election. At the
same time, I am reporting that the sisters from Bedford did not take
part in the election as Bishop Schrembs let us know by telegram
that they do not belong to us any longer. They took advantage of
the death of Venerable Mother Emerentiana to separate.
With hand kisses – the above
******
Dear good Superior Sr. M. Ignatia!
My beloved spiritual daughter in the Lord!
The document from the Right Honorable Reverend Bishop
C. Hugo sent on July 20th, 1935 from Perrysville brought us the
good news, that according to ecclesiastical laws the election for
provincial superior in St, Vincent Hill has taken place and my
beloved spiritual daughter Sr. M. Ignatia received the majority of
the votes, as a sign that they followed the trusted beloved late
mother Sr. M. Emerentiana.
The letter of July 27th 1935 from dear Superior addressed to
me informed us that the accepted the election.

280

Based on these two documents, under the power granted to
us by the Holy Rules, with Honorable Superior we acknowledge
our beloved spiritual daughter Sr. M. Ignatia as the superior of the
American establishment and for all her work we ask for the Lord’s
blessing the in Father + Son + and Holy Spirit.
I ask kindly that we always stay together in the eternal
spring of our love in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and that we support
each other with prayer, as only thus can we accomplish many
things for the Glory of God and the salvation of the souls.
Please inform all the American branches of our
acknowledgment so that all the sisters learn about it, all whom I
greet with true motherly love, as a group and individually, and
with dear good Superior Sr. Ignatia we commend to the protection
of St. Vincent.
Szatmar, 1935, August 30th
Well wishing spiritual mother
M. Editha Doleschall
Superior of the Sisters of Mercy in Szatmar
Istvan Szabo
Bishop’s Vicar
Superior
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A.M.D.Gl! et B.M.V.xlvi
Perrysville, PA, 1935, September 24th
Great and Venerable General Superior!
I received the document in which I was given the authority
to act as the superior of the establishment and I feel unworthy and
deeply humbled.
I am very much in the knowledge that to meet this
responsible and heavy mandate, my own weak strength will not be
enough, but I accepted it in obedience, and I hope that the Good
Lord will help me.
I promise that I will try wholeheartedly to fulfill all my
obligations and to lead and teach the souls entrusted to me
according to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and our father St. Vincent.
I will take it as my duty to be respectful to my motherhouse
and my authorities, to be grateful and behave with love, and
faithfully perform everything that the mutual love and support
requires.
We will send the acknowledgment and I am very happy
that we will have the occasion to pass on dear Mother’s love and
greetings.
Once again I thank you for the confidence placed in me,
which I will strive to merit with all my power, and I remain the
Venerable General Superior most humble daughter
Sr. M. Ignatia
******
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The letter from his Excellency, Bishop Joseph Schrembs,
S.T.D. in regard to the separation of the Bedford house from
Perrysville.
Dear Mother Ignatia:
A short time ago I wrote to good Father Hagel about the
desire of the Bedford house to become independent and the
necessary steps for this. From the beginning we agreed with the
late Mother Emerentiana and Father Hagel that they would permit
the four sisters from Perrysville to remain in the community of
Bedford. This is necessary as the community is forming and there
are no sisters who are able to take the role of superior and other
administrative positions for several years.
I trust that you will respect the promise of the establishment
of this small community, mainly as you were their first novice
teacher and thus, really the founder of this young congregation’s
religious education.
Asking or the Good Lord’s blessing on your endeavors, I
remain in the good will of Christ.
Joseph Schrembs
Bishop of Cleveland
1935, July 31st

283

Dear Superior M. Ignatia!
Our congregation’s higher administrators take under
advisement that our sisters working in America once again, this
year, in July 1938, cast their ballots or dear M. Ignatia as superior,
with expressed general trust in her work.
Based on this we, with the power given to us by the Holy
Rules, we ask dear Superior M. Ignatia to fulfill the duties of her
high office temporarily, until October 1938 when the Chapterhouse
will elect all the administrators for the next six years.
This action is prescribed by the Rules approved by Rome,
in the year of the Lord, February 25th, 1938, 7806-34. S. 65. sz. for
seven years.
Asking for the blessing of the Almighty God + the Son +
and the Holy Ghost on all of you, I am
Your spiritual mother in Christ,
M. Leonarda
Szatmar, 1938, July 30th
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1924, July 20th the following postulants received the habit:
Anna Sollance
Elle Sabol
Ludmilla Cuba
Margeret Medvec
Emma Krompasky
Mary Kapusta
Anna Rojtos
Margaret Karabinos
Agnes Blazo
Mary Bornak
Mary Hreha
Elizabeth Halapy
Elizabeth Kallay
Mary Venglarcik
Catherina Modra

Sister Bonifacia
Sister Clementina
Sister Simphorosa
Sister Aniceta
Sister Alexandra
Sister Ottilia
Sister Editha
Sister Blandina
Sister Rosamunda
Sister Prudentia
Sister Laurentia
Sister Expedita
Sister Sigismunda
Sister Innocentia
Sister Amalia

1924, August 24th the following sisters pronounced their vows:
Sister M. Irmina
Sister M. Natalia
Sister M. Hyacintha
Sister M. Petronella
Sister M. Adelina
Sister M. Veneranda
Sister M. Cajetana
Sister M. Eusebia
Sister M. Cypriana
Sister M. Remigia
Sister M. Paulina

Sister M. Rosa of Lima
Sister M. Mariana
Sister M. Norberta
Sister M. Coletta
Sister M. Melania
Sister M. Callista
Sister M. Florentina
Sister M. Honoria
Sister M. Joachima
Sister M. Ursula
Sister M. Louisa
Sister M. Lucy
****
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The Vincentians Sister of Charity’s missions houses:
1. Braddock
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Wunibalda
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Vaclava
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Eulalia
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Angela
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Johanna
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Alphonsa
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Romualda
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Valentina
9.
Ven. Sr. M. Ruperta
10. Ven. Sr. M. Norberta
2. Homestead
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Agilberta
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Floriana
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Bonaventura
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Victoria
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Gabriela
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Anselma
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Ida
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Rosalia
9.
Ven. Sr. M. Cesimira
10. Ven. Sr. M. Evangelina
11. Ven. Sr. M. Mathilda
12. Ven. Sr. M. Veneranda
13. Ven. Sr. M. Cypriana
14. Ven. Sr. M. Paulina
15. Ven. Sr. M. --------
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3. McKeesport
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Josepha
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Monica
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Regis
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Celsa
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Lucretia
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Hieronyma
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Perpetua
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Fortunata
9.
Ven. Sr. M. Celestina
10. Ven. Sr. M. Natalia
4. Mt. Pleasant
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Martina
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Regina
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Raymunda
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Aurelia
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Constantina
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Felicitas
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Aquina
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Lucia
5. Struthers
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Carmella
2. Ven. Sr. M. Brigitta
3. Ven. Sr. M. Camilla
4. Ven. Sr. M. Wilhelmina
5. Ven. Sr. M. Pancratia
6. Ven. Sr. M. Coletta
6. Uniontown
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Hilda
2. Ven. Sr. M. Philomena
3. Ven. Sr. M. Ambrosia
4. Ven. Sr. M. Agnella
5. Ven. Sr. M. Philippa
7. Pittsburgh S.S.
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Melitta
2. Ven. Sr. M. Wendelina
3. Ven. Sr. M. Cornelia
4. Ven. Sr. M. Augustina
5. Ven. Sr. M. Apollonia
6. Ven. Sr. M. Emmanuela
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7. Ven. Sr. M. Florentina
8. Ven. Sr. M. Honoria
8. Brownsville
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Francisca
2. Ven. Sr. M. Christina
3. Ven. Sr. M. Agatha
4. Ven. Sr. M. Emiliana
5. Ven. Sr. M. Cajetana
9. Donora
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Ladisla
2. Ven. Sr. M. Anastasia
3. Ven. Sr. M. Desideria
4. Ven. Sr. M. Fabiana
5. Ven. Sr. M. Severia
6. Ven. Sr. M. Mariana
10. New Salem
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Salesia
2. Ven. Sr. M. Patricia
3. Ven. Sr. M. Theodosia
4. Ven. Sr. M. Honorata
5. Ven. Sr. M. Remigia
6. Ven. Sr. M. Rose of Lima
11. Youngstown
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Margaretta
2. Ven. Sr. M. Raphaela
3. Ven. Sr. M. Cecilia
4. Ven. Sr. M. Wilfrida
5. Ven. Sr. M. Irmina
12. Rankin
1. Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Clara
2. Ven. Sr. M. Theodora
3. Ven. Sr. M. Marcellina
4. Ven. Sr. M. Sabina
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13. Pittsburgh – Frankstown
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Vincentia
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Peregrina
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Magdalena
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Benedicta
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Petra
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Egidia
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Leonarda
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Theophila
9.
Ven. Sr. M. Callista
14. Homestead – St. Anna
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Fridolin
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Berchmana
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Maura
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Dionysia
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Timothea
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Dolorosa
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Gaudentia
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Faustina
9.
Ven. Sr. M. Venantia
15. Hays
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Stanisla
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Mechtilda
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Polycarpa
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Chrysosthoma
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Ursula
16. United
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Crescentia
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Hilaria
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Leona
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Juliana
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Andrea
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Eusebia
17. Ellsworth
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Gonzaga
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Gertruda
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Flavia
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Irena
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Scholastica
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6.
Ven. Sr. M. Justina
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Modesta
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Alexia
18.
Republic
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Colomana
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Carolina
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Hyacintha
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Melania
19.
Youngstown, Haselton
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Dorothea
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Clotilda
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Joachima
20. Natrona
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Bernadetta
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Agnes
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Hermana
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Petronella
21. Aliquippa
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Claudia
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Valeria
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Seraphina
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Euphemia
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Eleonora
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Adelina
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Louisa
22. St. Vincent Home, Hospital
1.
Ven. Sr. Sup. M. Albertina
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Fabiola
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Isidora
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Sebastiana
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Blasia
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Motherhouse
1.
Ven. Mother M. Emerentiana
2.
Ven. Sr. M. Antonia
3.
Ven. Sr. M. Ignatia
4.
Ven. Sr. M. Hedviga
5.
Ven. Sr. M. Paula
6.
Ven. Sr. M. Martha
7.
Ven. Sr. M. Theresa
8.
Ven. Sr. M. Genovefa
9.
Ven. Sr. M. Engelberta
10. Ven. Sr. M. Gregoria
11. Ven. Sr. M. Kaveria
Novices
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Ven. Sr. Bonifacia
Ven. Sr. Clementina
Ven. Sr. Symphorosa
Ven. Sr. Aniceta
Ven. Sr. Alexandra
Ven. Sr. Ottilia
Ven. Sr. Editha
Ven. Sr. Blandina
Ven. Sr. Rosamunda
Ven. Sr. Prudentia
Ven. Sr. Laurentia
Ven. Sr. Expedita
Ven. Sr. Sigismunda
Ven. Sr. Eulogia
Ven. Sr. Innocentia
Ven. Sr. Amalia

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Mary Kolesar
Ludmilla Gergel
Mary Juhas
Anastasia Skala
Mary Oros
Elisabeth Polca
Anna Misko
Mary Jurnak

Postulants

291

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Margaret Buskofsky
Rose Kominak
Anna Mutnansky
Anna Grantz
Veronica Timko
Elisabeth Kiraly
Helen Ruha
Veronica Vrancik
Antonetta Paro
Helen Karabincs
Anna Slich
Mary Masley
Rosalia Malovec
Anna Miesko
Cecilia Manik
Mary Yurko
Anna Merenic
Gisella Baksi
Anna Vabel
Anna Vozar
Mary Joduschak

* ** * * **
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The Vincentians Sister of Charity’s missions houses
1. Braddock – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Fridolin and 9 sisters
2. Homestead, St. Michael’s – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Vincentia and
9 sisters
3. McKeesport – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Josepha and 13 sisters
4. Mt. Pleasant – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Salesia and 6 sisters
5. Struthers – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Hilda and 5 sisters
6. Uniontown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Theresa and 3 sisters
7. Donora – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Ladisla and 5 sisters
8. Rankin – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Clara and 3 sisters
9. S. S. Pittsburgh – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Martina and 9 sisters
10. Youngstown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Margaretta and 8 sisters
11. New Salem – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Agilberta and 5 sisters
12. Frankstown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Albertona and 8 sisters
13. Brownsville – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Carmella and 5 sisters
14. Hays – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Benedicta and 4 sisters
15. Homestead, St. Ann – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Melitta and 8
sisters
16. United – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Wunibalda and 5 sisters
17. Ellsworth – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Valeria and 3 sisters and 1
sister
18. Aliquippa – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Stanisla and 6 sisters
19. Natrona – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Bernadetta and 6 sisters
20. Youngstown, Haselton – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Dorothea and 6
sisters
21. Republic – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Magdalena and 4 sisters
22. Connellsville – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Eulalia and 4 sisters
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23. New Brighton – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Gonzaga and 3 sisters
24. Leckrone – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Colomana and 4 sisters
25. Vincentian Home – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Antonia and 6 sisters
26. Motherhouse – Ven. Mother M. Emerentiana and 23 sisters
Novices: 29 novice sisters
Postulants: 10 postulants
Professed: 33 sisters
Habit taken: 29 sisters

*****
2nd report
1926 – 1927
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The Vincentians Sister of Charity’s missions houses
1927 - 1928
1. Homestead, St. Michael’s – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Vincentia and
13 sisters
2. Braddock – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Fridolin and 9 sisters
3. McKeesport – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Gonzaga and 13 sisters
4. S. S. Pittsburgh – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Martina and 9 sisters
5. Youngstown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Benedicta and 9 sisters
6. Frankstown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Agilberta and 8 sisters
7. Rankin – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Clara and 3 sisters
8. Vincentian Home – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Francisca and 9
sisters
9. Homestead, St. Ann – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Melitta and 8
sisters
10. Uniontown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Raymunda and 3 sisters
11. Mt. Pleasant – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Salesia and 7 sisters
12. Natrona – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Bernadetta and 7 sisters
13. Struthers – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Hilda and 6 sisters
14. Aliquippa – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Stanisla and 6 sisters
15. Brownsville – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Carmella and 5 sisters
16. Donora – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Regis and 5 sisters
17. New Salem – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Agilberta and 5 sisters
18. United – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Wunibalda and 5 sisters
19. Republic – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Magdalena and 4 sisters
20. Hays – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Eulalia and 4 sisters
21. Ellsworth – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Valeria and 4 sisters
22. Connellsville – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Eulalia and 4 sisters
23. New Brighton – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Colomana and 4 sisters
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24. Leckrone – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Josepha and 5 sisters
25. Youngstown – Ven. Sup. Sr. M. Dorothea and 6 sisters
26. Motherhouse – Ven. Mother Emerentiana and 31 sisters
Novices: 12
Postulants 19
*****
4th Report
The Vincentians Sister of Charity’s missions houses
1928 - 1929
1. Homestead, St. Michael’s – Sup. Sr. M. Vincentia and 13
sisters
2. Braddock – Sup. Sr. M. Francisca and 9 sisters
3. McKeesport – Sup. Sr. M. Melitta and 13 sisters
4. Homestead, St. Ann – Sup. Sr. M. Berchmana and 9 sisters
5. S. S. Pittsburgh – Sup. Sr. M. Martina and 9 sisters
6. Vincentian Home – Sup. Sr. M. Apollonia and 9 sisters
7. Frankstown – Sup. Sr. M. Ignatia and 8 sisters
8. Youngstown – Sup. Sr. M. Albertina and 7 sisters
9. Mt. Pleasant – Sup. Sr. M. Salesia and 6 sisters
10. United – Sup. Sr. M. Wunibalda and 6 sisters
11. Natrona – Sup. Sr. M. Regis and 6 sisters

296

12. Aliquippa – Sup. Sr. M. Stanisla and 6 sisters
13. New Salem – Sup. Sr. M. Agilberta and 5 sisters
14. Youngstown, Haselton – Sup. Sr. M. Raymunda and 6
sisters
15. Struthers – Sup. Sr. M. Hilda and 5 sisters
16. Donora – Sup. Sr. M. Cornelia and 5 sisters
17. Uniontown – Sup. Sr. M. Margarette and 5 sisters
18. Brownsville – Sup. Sr. M. Ladisla and 5 sisters
19. Republic – Sup. Sr. M. Ambrosia and 4 sisters
20. Connellsville – Sup. Sr. M. Carmella and 4 sisters
21. Leckrone – Sup. Sr. M. Josepha and 4 sisters
22. Ellsworth – Sup. Sr. M. Valeria and 4 sisters
23. New Brighton – Sup. Sr. M. Colomana and 4 sisters
24. Hays – Sup. Sr. M. Angela and 4 sisters
25. Rankin – Sup. Sr. M. Clara and 3 sisters
26. Bedford – Sup. Sr. M. Dorothea and 4 sisters
27. Akron – Sup. Sr. M. Magdalena and 3 sisters
28. Monessen Sup. Sr. M. Gonzaga and 4 sisters
29. Motherhouse – Mother Emerentiana and 26 sisters

Novices: 14
Postulants: 5

*****
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The Vincentians Sister of Charity’s missions houses
1929 - 1930
1. Braddock – Sup. Sr. M. Francisca and 9 sisters
2. S. S. Pittsburgh – Sr. M. Regis
3. Mt. Pleasant – Sr. M. Salesia
4. Struthers – Sr. M. Dorothea
5. Uniontown – Sr. M. Agilberta
6. Republic – Sr. M. Bonaventura
7. Homestead, St. Michael’s – Sr. M. Vincentia
8. McKeesport – Sr. M. Melitta
9. Homestead, St. Ann – Sr. M. Colomana
10. Youngstown – Sr. M. Angela
11. Hays – Sr. M. Fridolin
12. Rankin – Sr. M. Ambrosia
13. Aliquippa – Sr. M. Stanisla
14. Natrona – Sr. M. Ladisla
15. Frankstown – Sr. M. Carmella
16. United – Sr. M. Hilda
17. Youngstown, Haselton – Sr. M. Raymunda
18. Brownsville – Sr. M. Victoria
19. Connellsville – Sr. M. Egidia
20. New Brighton – Sr. M. Margaretta
21. Donora – Sr. M. Carmella
22. New Salem – Sr. M. Clara
23. Leckrone – Sr. M. Camilla
24. Monessen Sr. M. Benedicta
25. Ellsworth – Sr. M. Valeria
26. Akron – Sr. M. Magdalena
27. Bedford – Sr. M. Berchmana
28. Vincentian Home – Sr. M. Apollonia
29. Motherhouse – Mother Emerentiana
Novices: 12
Postulants: 9
On August 18th, 1929 13 sisters pronounced their vows and 12
took the habit
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The Vincentians Sister of Charity’s missions houses
1930 - 1931
1. Braddock –Sr. M. Francisca
2. Homestead, St. Michael’s – Sr. M. Vincentia
3. McKeesport – Sr. M. Melitta
4. Mt. Pleasant – Sr. M. Salesia
5. Struthers – Sr. M. Dorothea
6. Uniontown – Sr. M. Agilberta
7. Donora – Sr. M. Cornelia
8. S. S. Pittsburgh – Sr. M. Regis
9. Youngstown – Sr. M. Albertina
10. Rankin – Sr. M. Ambrosia
11. New Salem – Sr. M. Clara
12. Brownsville – Sr. M. Victoria
13. Frankstown – Sr. M. Angela
14. Hays – Sr. M. Fridolin
15. Homestead, St. Ann – Sr. M. Colomana
16. United – Sr. M. Antonia
17. Ellsworth – Sr. M. Valeria
18. Aliquippa – Sr. M. Stanisla
19. Natrona – Sr. M. Ladisla
20. Youngstown, Haselton – Sr. M. Ladisla
21. Republic – Sr. M. Bonaventura
22. Connellsville – Sr. M. Egidia
23. New Brighton – Sr. M. Margaretta
24. Leckrone – Sr. M. Camilla
25. Akron – Sr. M. Magdalena
26. Monessen Sr. M. Benedicta
27. Bedford – Sr. M. Berchmana
28. Clairton – Sr. M. Martina
29. Puerto Rico – Sr. M. Josepha
30. Vincentian Home – Sr. M. Petra
31. Motherhouse – Mother Emerentiana
Novices: 13
Postulants: 13
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1937
1. Motherhouse – Venerable Mother Sr. M. Ignatia and 43
sisters
2. Vincentian Home – Sup. Sr. M. Leonarda and 15 sisters
3. Braddock – Sup. Sr. M. Josepha and 9 sisters
4. Homestead, St. Ann – Sup. Sr. M. Raymond and 9 sisters
5. Clairton – Sup. Sr. M. Colomana and 8 sisters
6. McKeesport – Sup. Sr. M. Cornelia and 8 sisters
7. New Salem – Sup. Sr. M. Valeria and 4 sisters
8. Republic – Sup. Sr. M. Hermana and 4 sisters
9. S. S. Pittsburgh – Sup. Sr. M. Regis and 9 sisters
10. Youngstown – Sup. Sr. M. Melitta and 9 sisters
11. Akron – Sup. Sr. M. Egidia and 4 sisters
12. Hays – Sup. Sr. M. Anselm and 4 sisters
13. Leckrone – Sup. Sr. M. Agilberta and 5 sisters
14. Mt. Pleasant – Sup. Sr. M. Martina and 5 sisters
15. United – Sup. Sr. M. Bonaventura and 3 sisters
16. Connellsville – Sup. Sr. M. Clotilda and 3 sisters
17. Natrona – Sup. Sr. M. Caroline and 6 sisters
18. Struthers – Sup. Sr. M. Margarette and 6 sisters
19. Uniontown – Sup. Sr. M. Anthony and 4 sisters
20. Ellsworth – Sup. Sr. M. Gabriela and 3 sisters
21. Canonsburg – Sup. Sr. M. Augustine and 3 sisters
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22. Nemacolin – Sup. Sr. M. Regina and 2 sisters
23. Cleveland – Sup. Sr. M. Francis and 6 sisters
24. Youngstown, Haselton – Sup. Sr. M. Mechtilda and 6
sisters
25. Brownsville – Sup. Sr. M. Benedicta and 5 sisters
26. Donora – Sup. Sr. M. Angella and 5 sisters
27. Monessen Sup. Sr. M. Albertine and 6 sisters
28. Pittsburgh, St. Joachim – Sup. Sr. M. Ladisla and 6 sisters
29. New Brighton – Sup. Sr. M. Agnella and 3 sisters
30. Rankin – Sup. Sr. M. Ambrose and 3 sisters
31. Aliquippa – Sup. Sr. M. Carmella and 8 sisters
32. Homestead, St. Michael’s – Sup. Sr. M. Vincentia and 11
sisters
33. St. John – Sup. Sr. M. Apollonia and 3 sisters
34. St. Francis – Sup. Sr. M. Coeline and 4 sisters
2nd year novices: 18
1st year novices: 13
Postulants: 5
****
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THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN ESTABLISHMENT
1901. On July 20th, the Right Reverend Bela Kazinczy, Roman
Catholic priest of Braddock, PA asked humbly in writing the Right
Honorable Gyula Meszlenyi, bishop of Szatmar would he send
from the motherhouse in Szatmar and under his authority, six nuns
who could speak Slovak. He also asked the same from the Director
of the establishment, Sister Afra Woelfle.
The Right Reverend Bela Kazinczy underscored his request with a
list of dangers facing the American Catholics from the Protestants
and the Pan-Slavic movement that would estrange them from their
Hungarian homeland.
Because of a lack of teachers and many other reasons the request
was denied.
Half a year later, the request was renewed, with the approval of the
Right Honorable Antal Varady, Catholic bishop, in the name of
Francis Joseph I, Apostolic King and Emperor, in response to his
wish to keep the language and loyalty of the American Hungarian
Slavs, in the interest of church and country.
This important wish received a positive response. So on December
30th, 1901 a request was sent to all convents. The circular had the
following detail:

302

“For the purpose of keeping the Christian faith among the emigrant
Hungarian Slavs a chapter house in America is being planned. If
anybody among the nuns who speaks Slovak and is willing to
partake in this mission, after prayer and due consideration, declare
it at the latest January 10th here in Szatmar. The whole proposition
is still in secrecy.”
So this was the first summons for the Merciful Nuns of Szatmar to
go to the America as missionaries.
In response, on January 1902 many answered the call; among them
were Sr. Emerentiana Handlovits, Sr. Fridolin Lengyel and Sr.
Hilda Daubner. Twice they voiced their desire to go to America.
On April 1st, 1902 the contract with the terms under which the
Merciful Nuns from Szatmar could resettle in America was
finalized.
Terms under which the Merciful Nuns from Szatmar could be
resettled in America.
So that the motherhouse in Szatmar could release five Merciful
Nuns to Braddock, Pennsylvania, the following need to be
satisfied:
1. That the whole matter will be done organized according to
church laws.
2. That the cost of the trip of the five members should be sent to
the Motherhouse. Also they should be accompanied through their
trip by a trusted person. If one of the five, due to uncontrolled
homesickness or other reason needs to return to the Motherhouse,
the cost shall be covered.
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3. That before they leave, the Motherhouse receives a promise that
the nuns will be provided for according to local necessities. It is
desired a payment of around 25 dollars per month to each one, and
before anything else, a chapel in their home and small rooms
should be provided. As the nuns keep a communal living, a bigger
dining room, a living room, and a room so they can meet with
strangers; and of course the other necessary premises. Of course,
the rooms need to be appropriate but simple, with furniture.
4. The five immigrant nuns will have knowledge, able to speak,
write and read the Slovak language.
5. The five nuns will abide and follow the Holy Rules of the
Merciful Nuns of Szatmar.
6.. If for any reason, insurmountable problems arise, that make it
impossible for the convent to stay there, after a six month notice,
from either party, the costs of the five returning nuns will be
provided to the Mother Superior.
Szatmar, 1902, April 1st .
Afra Woelfle, Provincial Director
Jozsef Hamon, Provincial Superior
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Praised be Jesus Christ
McKeesport, PA, 1911, November
Highly esteemed Provincial Superior!
The Monongahela Valley Roman Catholic Hungarian
congregation, with its center in McKeesport, in the United States
and belonging to the Diocese of Pittsburgh, has received from the
Bishop permission to bring Hungarian nuns, from any order, for
the catholic education of the Hungarian youth; He also gave
permission to buy for them a place for a convent and so in the
territory of the parish establish the first Hungarian convent for
sisters.
For them as you can see in the photograph, next to the
church marked here A, there is a building with twelve rooms,
marked B, which is furnished not only with gas and coal heating,
gas and electric lighting, bathroom, cold and hot water, and
telephone,–we already bought it.
The building is on North Park Street, three houses away
from the city’s most beautiful park (East Park), on a street with a
row of trees, and can be fenced in with 266 feet of decorative iron
fencing, offered as a gift by the National Tube Co.
With the received permission I am addressing your
Reverence first for nuns, so that the same Hungarian convent that
had sent nuns before can send now Hungarian pioneers to
America, as it has given already many sisters forming many houses
for the Slovaks who work so much against the Hungarians.
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So that none, who in Hungary proclaim so heartlessly
against the non-Hungarization of the Catholic faith, can invoke
truthfully that you and the convent trusted to your care, and which
readily provided in America for the Slovak schools, at the same
time the Hungarian parish who fought with heart and soul for its
survival and begged from America, their cries were ignored.
And contrary to all statements the insurmountable fact is
that here in America the Slovak churches and schools are born
enemies of the Hungarian language and homeland.
These are supported by Slovak parishes who not only
openly organize the Slovaks against the Hungarians, but also
eliminate the Hungarian language that the immigrant Slovaks who
learned it in the Hungarian schools.
The convent administered by your Reverence has only sent
here teaching sisters who strengthen and help these people, who
against their will and purpose are the servants of the Slovak
culture.
This is it, to counter the history, I ask first from the same
establishment, pioneer Hungarian sisters, who will counter the
ones working against our homeland and who have given four
branch houses to the Slovaks, and as Hungarian sisters but are
registered in the women’s congregations as Slovak Sisters.
Without the appropriate counterweight, these facts will be
powerful weapons against the Hungarian catholic faith… So not
for me, but for the future!
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The sisters coming here at the beginning, at least for now –
will not be teaching in schools. So they will not teach in the
morning. In the afternoons, they will travel by street car or even
trains, to places where our Hungarian parishioners live – of course
every day to a different place, so that they can teach Hungarian
writing and reading, religion and the bible, maybe an hour and a
half, to children congregated in one place, - after the English
school hours.
So they will do missionary work, as much for our Catholic
faith as for our Hungarian homeland.
Their salary will be equal to the Slovaks – each will receive
monthly 20 dollars, paid in advance in partial payments, from the
treasury of the parish. So at the beginning 50 dollars monthly for
the three sisters, as approved by our Bishop so we can ask for the
sisters from Hungary.
Besides this, the furniture, heating, electricity, water, the
necessary ice, telephone, the street car and train tickets, all that will
be paid by the parish.
From the sisters one should be able to play the organ to be
the church organist, and thus be able to teach also piano, as with
that she can have twice as much income as any other sister
monthly salary.
The income of the sister fulfilling the position of organist is
the following: for each couple signing in for marriage, she received
1.00 dollar, for each paid high mass, 1:00 dollar, for playing during
a burial, 50 cents, for each baptism, 30 cents, when she sings out
the name of the person for whom the low mass is prayed, 50 cents.
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We have had in the past yearly around 50 to 60 weddings.
High mass, at least 40, baptism around 200, burial around 40. Why
it should it not be logical that the sister playing the organ will earn
more than three teaching sisters, as although the monthly pay is not
guaranteed by the parish, but if she accepts the giving of piano
lessons, of course in the convent, her income will be higher than
the salary of the other sisters.
Revered Superior! Notwithstanding the humbleness of the
sisters, here they will be the representatives of the learned
Hungarian women.
This region where we live, – considers the Hungarian
people as the Yankees of Hungary, and expects and seeks the most
educated representatives of Hungary. The sisters will often see the
most refined American women in their home, who of course will
approach them most respectfully for this or that matter.
For this reason I really would like, if you could Revered
Superior place as the convent Superior, Mother Claudia who is
here already in America, as her age, manners and exemplary
humbleness – in my opinion – would be the best to raise our
reputation. But this is just a petition so it should not be my will the
one that directs your decision.
And one more thing! As I mentioned earlier, here in
America the Slovak does not get along with the Hungarians, just as
the fire cannot be the brother to the water. If your Revered
Superior will give us sisters, then these should be a separate
establishment; so they should not depend on the Slovak Sisters and
they will be registered as the Hungarian Sisters. So, they

308

will establish their own convent, separate from the Slovaks, as
already the Hungarians from Bridgeport and South Bethlehem
have asked for Hungarian sisters. The rest will come later.
The reason why ask for this separation, but they will not
only establish a Hungarian congregation, but being together with
the Slovaks would just cause problems, as was the communal
building of churches which led to fighting during the masses. And
also, the joint work will bring many dangers for the future of the
Hungarian American Catholic community.
It would be very helpful too, if your Reverence would
make it possible with a command that those sisters, who now work
in the Slovak schools, could join the Hungarian convent if they
wanted.
Reverend Provincial Superior! At this time I also wrote to
Budapest to the Ministry of Culture, from which I asked the travel
costs for at least four Hungarian sisters.
At present there are two Hungarian American consuls in
Hungary and I wrote to them. If somebody asks if you are willing
or not to send the first Hungarian sisters to America for the
Hungarian convent, please let them know your response.
I also would like you kind reply. And if there are sisters
coming, may they come soon. We have everything ready for them.
As not only us await them, but according to the enclosed
newspaper,–even the English congregations is kindly waiting for
them.
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If they come: in New York a very rich English family,
James Bennett the secretary and comptroller of the American
Westinghouse, will receive them at the port, so that until they
reach McKeesport they will not be left without somebody helping
them. And here in McKeesport we will receive them, we who will
appreciate their great work.
Once again I ask your Reverence to please accede to my
request, as please believe me, there will be a time when this action
will be a great weapon in the hands of the Hungarian Catholics.
Offering myself to your fervent prayers, I remain
proclaiming my true respect.
McKeesport, PA, 1911, November 25th
To the highly esteemed Provincial Superior
Your spiritual brother in Christ
Kalman Kovats
Parish priest for the Monongahela
Valley Roman Catholic Hungarians
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Praised be Jesus Christ
Cleveland, 1906, July
Highly esteemed Provincial Superior!
The heavenly providence often takes us on surprising turns.
Highly esteemed Provincial Superior will take the present request
as one of these turns. But please let me introduce myself/
I ministered as a priest for sixteen years in Maria Nostra, in
the Dioceses of Esztergom, when in 1892 I was sent to take care of
the spiritual needs of the local Hungarian Catholics. I established
the first parish, church and school. Since there were no other
priests I visited other small and large Hungarian communities to
give confessions. Now we have twenty five Hungarian parishes
and ours has grown so much, that last year we had over 550
children in our school, under the care of the English speaking
Ursuline Sisters, so that the children can keep abreast with the lay
schools, so they receive perfect instruction in English and thus, one
day they will have a better future than their non-English speaking
parents. I teach them Hungarian, and now and then we hire a
female or male teacher who arrives here from home. So each child
by the age of 14 has learned to write and read in Hungarian.
But now we have to be better organized and have a more
consistent out put. And we can only achieve this with Hungarian
nuns. This is the reason why I come
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before you, Highly Esteemed Provincial Superior, to ask that you
choose from the daughters of St. Vincent two excellent and
spiritual teachers for the St. Elizabeth Hungarian Roman Catholic
congregation, who can teach Hungarian to our children. They do
not need to know Slovak but one should be able to play the organ.
A third one to take care of the household, it would be advisable if
she could also teach, to substitute if necessary for one of the others.
I still keep the promise Dr. L. Arpad Varady, Bishop and
advisor to the Ministry of Culture made to you, according to which
the Hungarian government would pay for the travel costs incurred
by the sisters, the Hungarian catholic textbooks needed for 600
children, in the range of 6 to 14 years old, and to us 100 dollars a
month for the salary and upkeep of the sisters. I am writing at this
time to Dr. Varady and Bishop Dr. Parvy too, so it might be
possible to implement by September. Since the Minister of Culture
visited personally here two years ago and is convinced of
everything, I do not believe that there will be a postponement in
this matter.
We are unable to make this sacrifice only by ourselves. The
matter is very important for the life of our homeland. America is
today a great factor in the continuation of our national well being.
Cleveland is the American Budapest.
We already accomplished a lot without any help and we
still have a larger task ahead. Our church (100-48) is not large
enough for our congregation, also the school’s eight rooms. We
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have to tear down the church (or move it at a cost of 50,000
crowns and use it later for a meeting hall) – and build a new one
three times as large. We already started with the expansion of the
school! We need a new parish and also nuns. All this will be
around 750,000 crowns, obviously not the work of one year. We
have to survive. And I will like to accomplish this with the help of
the saintly daughters of St. Vincent de Paul, whose saint day we
celebrate today, if the Lord God does not want to call me sooner
from this world.
May the glorious St. Vincent convey to Highly Esteemed
Provincial Superior the necessary enlightenment necessary for the
decision and may it win from dear Jesus a “big” blessing on the
matter of the Cleveland Hungarian sisters.
I do not know any of the members of the congregation,
besides – if I say correctly – Sr. Cajetana, whom when she was a
child, as a chaplain I gave her German lessons and I was (a bit
merciless,) but I have not seen her since. I am sending to all of you
the heartiest greetings from the St. Elizabeth Hungarian parish in
Cleveland, offering myself and my request to your fervent prayers,
and in the name of all of us, wish you all superiors the first place.
Charles Bohm
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i

The spelling of names in the document is quite irregular. Emerentiana
Handlovits appears as Handlovics in the official immigration documents, so
were many other names changed. I tried to find as many of the correct
spellings as possible in official documents and used them as such in the index.
ii

“Szatmár was an administrative county of the Kingdom of Hungary. Its
territory is now in north-western Romania and north-eastern Hungary, south of
the river Tisza. The capital of the county was Nagykároly, today called Carei (in
Romanian).”
iii

Pan-Slavism was a movement in the mid-19th century aimed at unity of all
the Slavic peoples. The main focus was in the Balkans where the South Slavs
had been ruled for centuries by other empires, Byzantine Empire, AustriaHungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Venice. It was also used as a political tool
by both the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union.
iv

The relative value of $ 25.00 (1902) would be $688.00 in 2012 according if
calculating for commodity or purchasing power.
v

“Rožňava (Hungarian: Rozsnyó, German: Rosenau, Latin: Rosnavia) is a town
in Slovakia, approximately 71 km by road from Košice in the Košice Region.”
vi

“The members of the Congregation of St. Charles Borromeo established the
Society of St. Raphael for Italian Immigrants at New York in 1891. Its home was
managed by the Sisters of Charity (Pallottine). The chaplain and agent meet the
immigrants at Ellis Island.”
vii

“The Leo House is a Catholic, non-profit guest house, dedicated to offering
low cost, temporary accommodations to clergy and religious, persons visiting
the sick, students, and travelers from the United States and abroad. Originally
established and based in the Battery Park area of New York in 1889 by papal
certification from Pope Leo XIII, the Sisters of St. Agnes of Fond Du Lac.
Wisconsin were the managers at its founding.”
viiiviii

Rt. Rev. Richard Phelan, (January 1, 1828 – December 20, 1904) was the
fourth Bishop of Pittsburgh, PA
ix

“Levoča (Hungarian, Lőcse) is a town in the Prešov Region of eastern Slovakia.
The town has a historic center with a well preserved town wall, a Renaissance
church with the highest wooden altar in World, carved by Master Paul of
Levoča, and many other Renaissance buildings.”
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x

Sister Emerentiana’s letter refers to him as “Pannuska” but several records
indicate his correct name as V. A. Panuska, which was used in the index.
xi

The Hungarian “kezét csókolom” translated as "I kiss your hand" was a
traditional greeting form, used generally from a gentleman to a lady, an inferior
to a superior, or children to the elderly.
xii

“Wallachia or Walachia is a historical and geographical region of Romania. It
is situated north of the Danube and south of the Southern Carpathians.”
xiii

Hilda of Whitby celebrated on November 17th. In Hungary, many regions
celebrated more the Saint Day than the birth day.
xiv

In Hungary, the angels and Baby Jesus bring the gifts, to be opened on
Christmas Eve.
xv

“ Pluvial, cope: Long liturgical mantle, open in front, fastened at the breast
with a clasp or morse; made of silk or cloth, and semi-circular in shape.”
xvi

Paul I, Prince Esterházy of Galántha, full Hungarian name: galánthai herceg
Esterházy Pál) (8 September 1635- 26 March 1713)
xvii

Easter in 1903 was on April 12th.

xviii

Now Seton Hill College.

xix

One “hold” is approximately 1,42 English acres.

xx

Pope Pius X.

xxi

Číž (Hungarian: Csiz) is a spa village and municipality in southern Slovakia.

xxii

Banská Štiavnica in Hungarian: Selmecbánya, often the short form is used:
Selmec. A town in central Slovakia, in the middle of an immense caldera
created by the collapse of an ancient volcano.
xxiii

“Oplatki are thin wafers, similar to Communion hosts, which measure 5
1/2in. x 2 3/4in. The wafers have four beautiful Christmas images stamped into
them. The images include the Nativity, the Star of Bethlehem, or the Holy
Family.”
xxiv

xxv

Most probably St. Brendan, established in 1891 and closed in 1985.

John Francis Regis Canevin (June 5, 1853 – March 22, 1927) was the fifth
Bishop of Pittsburgh, from 1904 to 1921.
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xxvi

“Technically, mixed marriages are those between Catholics and nonCatholics, when the latter have beenba ptized in some Christian sect.” from
Catholic Encyclopedia. It was quite prevalent in Hungary
xxvii

“Pozsony county was an administrative county off the Kingdom of Hungary.
Its territory lies in present-day western Slovakia. The capital has been renamed
to Bratislava.”
xxviii

Benziger Brothers was a Roman Catholic book publishing house founded in
1792 in Switzerland. In 1853 they established offices in the United States,
where besides book publishing, they were a liturgical supply factory.
xxix

In Hungarian the literal translations are: Black Sunday for Passion Sunday,
Flower Sunday for Palm Sunday and White Sunday for Divine Mercy Sunday.
xxx

Most probably a mistake in the letter as the ship travelled between New
York and Germany, not Italy. The next letter gives Bremen as the destination
which should be correct.
xxxi

Papers of St. Elizabeth Parish Archives, Diocese of Cleveland. Charles Boehm
(1853-9 Apr. 1932)… he was the first Hungarian priest to work among
Hungarian Catholics in America. Arived in Cleveland in Dec. 1892 and
established St. Elizabeth Catholic Church, making provisionsns for a school that
opened in 1893 under lay direction, until Fr. Boehm gained the services of the
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland in 1895. In 1907 Fr. Boehm left St. Elizabeth to
devote himself to missionary work. In 1923 he resumed the pastorate of St.
Elizabeth's.
xxxii

With inflation, today it would be around $414,372.00. So the 20,000
required for building their mother house would be equivalent to $468,298.00.
xxxiii

Magyar Katholikus Zaszlo (Hungarian Catholic Banner) a weekly newsletter
edited by Kalman Kovats, St. Stephens Roman Catholic Church, McKeesport.
xxxiv

“Wer Gott vertraut, hat wohl gebaut Im Himmel und auf Erden“ translated
to “Who trusts in God, a strong abodeIn heaven and earth possesses;” an
original poem by Joachim Magdeburg, a church hymn and also a J. C. Bach
score.
xxxv

xxxvi

Sopron is a city in Hungary, close to the Austrian border.

The flood in 1913, during the week of March 21st through March 26th was
of one of the greatest – and least known - natural disasters to ever hit the
United States. A series of storms and floods ravaged much of the Midwest and
parts of New England that left hundreds of people dead and thousands more
homeless while causing damage to property in the billions of dollars.
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xxxvii

“Árva was an administrative county of the Kingdom of Hungary.Its territory
is now in northern Slovakia and souther Poland.”
xxxviii

I wonder if there is a mistake, as the sisters in McKeesport were from
Sopron not Posony (now Bratislava.).
xxxix

Now known as Banská Bystrica, a city in central Slovakia.

xl

Now known as Kosice, the second largest city in Slovakia

xli

Szatmar, now in Romania

xlii

St. John General Hospital in Pittsubrgh, staffed by the Sisters of Divine
Providence.
xliii

A.M.D.Gl. stands for Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, or the “greater glory of God."

xliv

She shortened the name, as it should be Szepolaszi, now Spiśské Vlachy, a
town in Slovakia.
xlv

Szepesváralja is now Spišské Podhradie, a town in Slovakia.

xlvi

Et B.M.V stands for Beate Maria Virgine.

