
                    

 Green 

   Burial  

   The earth is yours,  

   O God, in  all its 

   fullness and glory. 

    Psalm 24:1 

   CREMATION  

While the Catholic 

Church continues to pre-

fer burial in the ground, 

it accepts cremation as an 

option. Cremation re-

quires massive amounts 

of fossil fuels emitting 

toxins into the air. Cre-

mation prevents the 

body’s nutrients from en-

riching the earth. 

 

God will raise you up 

on the last day. Jn 6:54 
 

 

 

 

Whatever choices are made there 

is always a need to have loving 

respect for the body of our de-

parted one. 

 

          _______________ 

 

We are coming to know more 

fully how inter-connected every-

thing is. All earth’s matter has 

been here since the beginning of 

this universe, nothing is lost, 

nothing new is added. 

We are one with this marvelous 

creation in ways that we are still 

struggling to understand. 



 

 

 

...Care for the Earth 

 

GREEN  BURIAL  

HONORS  THE  CYCLE  

OF  LIFE  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your own 

three days in the tomb, you hal-

lowed the graves of all who be-

lieve in you and so made the 

grave a sign of hope that prom-

ises resurrection even as it 

claims our mortal bodies. 

Prayer at Cemetery 

          ____________ 

Remember you are dust and 

unto dust you will return. 

Ash Wednesday Prayer 

GREEN  BURIAL  IS  

NATURAL  

Our mortal remains are our last 

gift to the earth. 

Biodegradable caskets and 

shrouds nourish and regenerate 

the earth. 

 

GREEN  BURIAL  IS  

PART  OF  OUR  H ISTORY  

From the beginning our sisters 

were buried in wooden caskets 

without embalming. 

In more recent years metal   

caskets have been purchased 

from local funeral homes. 

Embalming fluid was first used 

during the Civil War to ship the 

remains of  soldiers to their 

homes for burial. Embalming 

became common practice in the 

United States and Canada, but 

not in the rest of the Western 

world. 

GREEN  BURIAL   

P ROTECTS  THE  LAND  

If one avoids embalming and 

uses a simple wooden casket, 

burial is a blessing to the earth 

as no toxic chemicals are put 

into the soil. 

 
 

...Care for the Earth 
 

We reverence the sacredness 

and interconnectedness of  

all creation and commit 

ourselves to a sustainable 

relationship with the earth. 
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