
 Thirty-six Diocesan Ministry 
Resource Team members were 
commissioned at a special liturgy 
at Holy Redeemer Cathedral on 
Saturday, April 2 at a 10:00 a.m. 
Mass. Also at this ceremony 31 
teachers and 19 lay ministers re-
ceived certificates of completion 
of a special theology and ministry 
program offered by the diocese for 
all teachers and lay ministers. The 
course facilitators were also ac-
knowledged.
 Presiding at this event were 
Auxiliary Bishop Christopher 
Glancy, CSV, Fr. Noel Leslie, 
Chair of the Diocesan Pastoral 
Life Commission (DPLC), visiting 
Archbishop Leon Kalenga, Papal 
Nuncio, Fr. Bill Snyders, S.J. and 
Fr. David Mumba, SOLT. Orga-
nizing the event were Sr. Maggie 
Cooper, SCN, Coordinator of Min-
istries and Isabel Castillo, Associ-
ate Director of Religious Educa-
tion. A reception was held at the 
parish hall.   
 The six Resource Teams are 
the following:
 Liturgy Team: The ministry 
of the Liturgy Team is to provide 
resources and support for the litur-
gical life of the parishes and villag-
es. This team has provided a coun-
try-wide Liturgical Convention 
and now the members are in the 
process of launching a book they 
created in both Spanish and Eng-
lish for leaders of Sunday Servic-
es in the Absence of a priest. The 
team members are Fr. Noel Leslie 
(Chair), Fr. Bill Snyders, S.J., Linda  
Bowman, Alicia Martin, Maureen 
Turton and Abel Vargas.
 Marriage and the Family: 
This team has created a book for 
training leaders for the marriage 

Diocesan Ministry Resource Teams Are Commissioned

preparation ministry, as well as 
another one for the leaders to use 
with couples who are preparing for 
Marriage. They have trained lead 
couples for every District. They 
also provide ongoing marriage 
enrichment opportunities for mar-
ried couples in all the districts. The 
team members are Maureen and 
Stanley Ermeav (Chairs), Loretta 

Archbishop Leon Kalenga, Papal Nuncio, blesses the members of Marriage and the Family after being 
commissioned. Members seen in this photo are Vincent Palacio, David Burgos and Stanley Ermeav. 
Archbishop Kalenga also blessed each member of all the other Resource Teams after being commis-
sioned as well.

Thirty-six Diocesan Resource Team members were commissioned by Bishop Christopher Glancy, 
CSV at a special liturgy held at Holy Redeemer Cathedral in Belize City on Saturday, April 2. Pictured 
here are members of the Liturgy Team.

and Vincent Palacio, David and 
Flavia Burgos.
 Youth Ministry: This team 
has provided a conference for all 
the youth ministers of the coun-
try.  Some members have provided 
workshops for youth retreats and 
now all the members serve as con-
sultants and resource people of the 
youth ministers in the parishes. 

Some of its members have partici-
pated in intense training sessions 
for this role and are now sharing 
their knowledge with the whole 
team. The team members are Jea-
nette Tun (Chair), Geraldine Jones, 
Gayle Thompson, Robert Robin-
son, Lizbeth Itzab, Lucrecia Tillett 
and Nola Perez.
 Lay Ministry: This team as-
sists in both the recruiting and 
providing a 3-level Certificate Pro-
gram of theology and ministry for 
lay ministers in many places in the 
country. The team members are 
Rosana Burgess (Chair), Novencia 
Diego, Veronica Jones, Barbara 
Arnold, Peter August, Virginia 
Mendez and Sr. Leona Panton, 
RSM.
 Social Concerns: This team is 
preparing to serve each parish in 
understanding and responding to 
the social justice teaching and mis-
sion of the church. Some members 
bring the knowledge gained from 
an advanced course in Social Jus-
tice and others bring experience in 
working in jobs that deal with the 
social issues. This team is ready to 
serve parishes in the area of social 
outreach. The team members are 
Mel Auil (Chair); Pete Castillo, 
Marlette Lacayo, Cynthia Wil-
liams, Stephen Sabal and Sr. Cari-
tas Lawrence, RSM.
 Adult Formation and Spiri-
tuality: This team has provided 
both materials and training for 
leaders of the Advent and Lenten 
Program, as well as booklets on the 
Joy of the Gospel for faith sharing 
groups. They have succeeded in 
encouraging hundreds of people 
in the parishes and the villages all 
over the Diocese to participate in 
these groups using the Lectio Div-
ina method of reflection on Scrip-

continues on page 2
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 At Hand in Hand Ministries our challenge of 
having the ideal place to provide our services re-
mains the same until our new Outreach Center is 
completed. This world has people who have been 
given tenfold and share what they have with those 
who need. Some of those same people have come 
together to support our dream of having our very 
own building.
 It all began years ago with a simple dream, which 
at the time was definitely impossible. As time went 
by this dream was lingering in the back of some-
one’s mind and it was not until two years ago that 
it changed its status to a dream set on paper napkin, 
then as a plan in the sand and finally transformed 
into an actual approved Blue Print building plan. 
Now it became obvious that having a plan would be 
worthless if finances were not readily available to 
put the plan into action.
 Sure enough, God sees the needs and He uses 
people as His instruments to help those who need. 
This was such the case as one man with a golden 
heart could readily envision the future with a hope 
for many of those less fortunate in Belize, if we only 
had our very own building to work from. This in-
dividual from the United States decided to provide 

New Hand in Hand
 Ministries Outreach Center 

Under Construction

New Hand in Hand Outreach Center under construction. The building is located just off the 
George Price Highway in Belize City. Abel Vargas, Director of Operations at Hand in Hand 
Ministries, is seen at the far left.
an initial finance and challenged our organization to 
come up with more finances to begin this “Dream” 
building.
 There are many who have seen what Hand in 
Hand is all about and what we do to impact the lives 
of many children and their families. As one of our 
director refers to it: “we help the good, the bad and 
the ugly” in our society without discrimination. 
There are many individuals and organizations that 
have contributed to this dream becoming a reality! 
For that we are thankful! In October 2014 the initial 
stages of getting the land prepared began through 

landfill, piling, reinforcing steel, etc.  We have come 
a long way and we are prepared to finish the journey 
with God on our side. 
 As a faith based organization, we trust and be-
lieve the support we need will come and we will see 
the completion of this project. May God continue 
to bless those who have contributed so far, and may 
He touch the hearts of many to join us in this ven-
ture and help us make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of those we serve. We receive blessings daily 
and as a people we are called to share our blessings 
with those who need.

ture and sharing. The team members are Lucy 
Zuniga (Chair), Luciano Cuellar and Emelda 
Quinonez.
 The Diocesan Pastoral Life Commission 
was developed by the Diocese to serve as re-
source and a support to all parishes countrywide 
in the important areas of mention above.

31 teachers and 19 lay ministers received 
certificates of completion of a special the-
ology and ministry program offered by the 
diocese for all teachers and lay ministers. 
Sr. Maggie Cooper, SCN, Coordinator of 
Ministries, presents certificate to one of the 
participants. Bishop Christopher Glancy, 
CSV and Archbishop Leon Kalenga, Papal 
Nuncio is seated in the background.

=DIOCESAN MINISTRY
 (... from page 1)

A section of the congregation in attendance 
at the Commissioning service held at Holy 
Redeemer Cathedral in Belize City.

Dear Friends in Christ,
 May this Easter Season be a time of great joy 
for you and your family. For fifty days we cel-
ebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.  We celebrate 
the triumph of life over death. We celebrate the 
mercy of God poured out for each of us. The 
Paschal Mystery of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus is at the center of our faith. Let the joy 
of the Good News of Jesus the Christ continue 
to resound in our families, in our churches, and 
throughout our society.
 The Diocese of Belize City and Belmopan 
is sponsoring a grand event this May 13, 2016. 
Bishop Wright has decided to combine the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Procession with a Living 
Rosary and Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment at Marion Jones Stadium. The entire 
Diocese is invited and encouraged to participate 
in this event. We will begin the procession at 
Holy Redeemer Cathedral at 5:30 p. on a route 
that will take us to the Marion Jones Stadium, 
where together we will praise and worship God, 
with the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
the living rosary, preaching and a message from 
our Holy Father Pope Francis. For this year this 

Upcoming Important Events in the Diocese 
of Belize City and Belmopan

procession will be the one procession for all of 
our diocese praying for protection from storms 
and hurricanes.
 Another important event in the coming 
months is the ordination to the deaconate of 
Mr. Evaristus Ucheonye. Having received 
recommendations from the seminary, Bishop 
Wright has approved Evaristus for ordination 
to the deaconate on Friday, June 10, 2016 at 
6: 00 p.m.  The Ordination will take place at 
Holy Redeemer Cathedral. Evaristus is origi-
nally from Nigeria. He was in Belize for three 
years, having come with his uncle who taught 
at the University of Belize. For the past three 
years he has been studying Theology at Kenrick 
Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. For 
students at Kenrick the normal process is to be 
ordained to the deaconate after the third year of 
theology. The fourth year of theology included 
regular pastoral practice at a parish as well as 
classroom studies. All are welcome to attend the 
ordination.
In our Risen Christ,
+Christopher J. Glancy, CSV
Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar General

Confirmation Schedule 2016
Diocese of Belize City and Belmopan
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 The Catholic Charismatic Renewal Team 
will be hosting the 20th National Youth Bram on 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 at St. Ignatius Church 
in Belize City. The event is scheduled to start 
at 8:00 a.m. The Guest Speaker will be Rev. Fr. 
Godfrey Stoute.
 Rev. Fr. Godfrey Stoute is from the Arch-

20th National Youth Bram To 
Be Held in Belize City

Rev. Fr. Godfrey Stoute

diocese of Port of 
Spain, Trinidad 
and is currently 
the parish priest 
of the Catholic 
Christian commu-
nity of St.
Paul’s, Couva.
 He was or-
dained to the sa-
cred priesthood 
on June 17, 1990 
and has served the 
Archdiocese of 
Port of Spain as 
Curate at the Ca-
thedral of the Im-
maculate Concep-
tion, Pastor of the Church of the Resurrection, 
La Horquetta, St. Charles Borromeo, Tunapuna 
and St. Ann’s, Port of Spain.
 Just before his priestly ordination in 1990 he 
founded the ‘Family Ensemble’ a group of young 
musicians and singers dedicated to the spread 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ through music. Fr. 
Stoute has lectured at the School of Continuing 

Studies, University of the West Indies for over 
a decade in Communication Studies and a 
Lecturer at the Catholic Charismatic Renewal’s 
Bible School in Caroni, Trinidad.
 Coupled with his role as pastor, he has 
served as Chaplain to the Trinidad and Tobago 
Defense Force and as a member of the Archdio-

cese’s Liturgical 
Commission.
 Fr. Stoute is a 
renowned confer-
ence speaker and 
has ministered ex-
tensively through-
out the Caribbean, 
North and Cen-
tral America and 
Europe. He has a 
great love for the 
church and has 
made the enhance-
ment of spiritual-
ity of parish life a 
priority in his min-
istry.

 According to Fr. Stoute however, his greatest 
fulfillment comes from his healing ministry 
which has both humbled him and brought him 
closer to the master.
 There will be praise and worship, talks 
by the guest speaker, workshops, healing and 
prayer. Food and drinks will be on sale. Bring 
out the entire family for this grant event.

 Wayne Richard Fowler, co-founder of Hand 
in Hand Ministries, died on Thursday, March 
3, 2016 after a long and courageous battle with 
cancer. Born on Sept. 9, 1951, to Joseph and 
Vioda Fowler, Wayne was a man of diverse in-
terests. His first career was in journalism and 
photography. Wayne worked at newspapers 
in Hollywood, FL, Benton, KY, and for The 
Voice. He graduated from Spalding University 
in 1988, with a Master’s degree in Education, 
and taught middle and high school for many 
years. Wayne found his true calling after a mis-
sion trip to Jamaica in 1994. Hand in Hand Min-
istries was born and became the work of his life. 
As founder, Wayne traveled to Jamaica, Belize, 
Nicaragua, and Eastern Kentucky in his effort 
to provide food, housing, healthcare and educa-
tion to the poorest of the poor. Without Wayne’s 
diligent effort and consummate vision, Hand in 
Hand Ministries would not have been possible. 
May he rest in peace.

Founder of Hand 
in Hand Ministries 

Passes On

Wayne Fowler, co-founder of Hand in Hand 
Ministries, on one of his overseas trips in 2002.

May 
Deadline 
Friday, 
April 22
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Seminarian Michael Kemp holds open the 
Roman Missal while Fr. Noel Leslie Bless-
es the Palms at the Saturday Evening Vigil 
Mass held at St. Joseph Church in Belize 
City on the Feast of St. Joseph - March 19.

Easter Vigil at St. Joseph Church in Belize City. On this holy night, 
the Church keeps watch, celebrating the resurrection of Christ in 
the sacraments and awaiting his return in glory. It is the turning point 
of the Triduum, the Passover of the new covenant, which marks 
Christ’s passage from death to life. In a suitable place outside the 
Church, a “blazing fire” (rogus ardens) is to be prepared so that the 
people may gather around it and experience the flames dispelling 
the darkness and lighting up the night. Thus do the beauty of the 
fire, its warmth and its light, draw the liturgical assembly together.

Palm Sunday at St. Patrick’s R.C. 
Church, Lord’s Bank, Belize District.

On the 1st Sunday of each Month Mr. and Mrs. Pete Castillo con-
duct a Liturgy of the Word Service at St. Patrick’s Church in Lord’s 
Bank, while on the 3rd Sunday of each month Fr. Noel Leslie cel-
ebrates Mass. On Palm Sunday, in addition to the beginning of 
Holy Week, the Community also gathered to give thanks for the 
feast of their Patron which was the Thursday before - March 17. 
Refreshments were served after Mass and Holy Cards and other 
gifts were distributed.

St. Joseph, Belize City
Parish Happenings

[see more photos on page 6]
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Reflections on the Sunday Gospels for April/May
By Sr. Jean Martinez, SSF

SUNDAY, APRIL 10
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; Revelation 5:11-14; 
John 21:1-19
 “COME, HAVE BREAKFAST” (JOHN 21:12): Forbidden to speak 
in Jesus’ name in Acts 5:29, 41, the apostles tell the Sanhedrin that they 
“must obey God [before] men” then leave rejoicing that “they have been 
found worthy to suffer” in Jesus’ name.
 Like the apostles in the first reading, Psalm 30’s singer “will extol” 
the Lord for bringing him from the netherworld (v. 4).  The singer will 
also “praise” the Lord, give thanks and rejoice for the Lord changes his 
“mourning into dancing” (vv. 5, 12).
 John sees “countless” angels praising “the Lamb that was slain” in 
Revelation 5:11. “Every creature in heaven, and earth …cry … blessing 
and honor, glory and might forever and ever” to the “one who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb” 
(v. 12).
 Jesus does 
everything he could to 
help his disciples to be 
comfortable with his 
risen self in John 21. 
Imagine being invited to 
breakfast today by Jesus. 
What would we eat? It 
is also a matter of love. 
Living Liturgy 2016 says 
that “No matter what our 
act of love [is] and or 
when, it always means 
saying yes to Jesus and to 
risen Life” (110).
April 12: Survival 
Day for Garifunas 
Everywhere!

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Psalm 100:1-3, 5; Revelation 7:9, 14b-17;
John 10:27-30
 “THEY FOLLOW ME” (JOHN 10:27): In Pisidia in Acts 13, Paul 
and Barnabas urge believers “to remain faithful” to God’s grace” (v. 43). 
Later jealous Jews abuse them for saying that Jews refuse the word of 
God, so they turn to the Gentiles.
 With Easter grace, Psalm 100 bids us and all lands to “sing joyfully to 
the Lord, [to] serve the Lord with gladness, and to come before him …” 
(v. 2). Psalm 100 also reminds us that “God …made us [and] we are …his 
people, the flock he tends” (v. 3).
 Important in John’s vision in Revelation 7 is that those in “white robes” 

“worship [God] day and night” (v. 15).  “The Lamb … will shepherd … 
and lead them to springs of life giving water, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes” (v. 17).
 No other image of Jesus in scripture is endearing as the image of the 
Good Shepherd when accompanied by a picture. What does the Good 
Shepherd stir in you in John 10? Who can you, will you, do you shepherd? 
As we give thanks for those who have shepherded us, let us shepherd a 
youth in our community.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 145:8-13; Revelation 21:1-5a; John 13:31-33a, 
34-35
 “AS I HAVE LOVED YOU” (JOHN 13:34): Successful in their 
ministry, Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch to strengthen the disciples 
and later to report “What God had done with them” “how he had opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles” (vv. 22, 27).
 With endearing charm, Psalm 145 sings “That the Lord is gracious 
and merciful” and calls all God’s “works” and us “to give thanks and bless 
the Lord” (vv. 8, 10), to “speak about the kingdom” and “make known the 
might of the Lord”(vv. 11, 12).
 John “heard a loud voice” say in a vision in Revelation 21:3, “Behold, 
God’s dwelling is with the human race.” “God … will always be with [us 
to] wipe every tear … and there shall be no more death -- indeed,” “a new 
heaven and a new earth” (vv. 4, 1).
 Jesus, with unmistakable tenderness in John 13, informs his troubled 
disciples of his imminent death/departure. He instructs them and us 
repeatedly to “love one another” (v. 34). Teach us, our God of Mercy and 
Love, how to love one another as you have asked us. Let us imitate Jesus, 
our friend and guide.

SUNDAY, MAY 1
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8; Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23; 
John 14:23-29
 “WHOEVER LOVES ME WILL… (JOHN 14:23): To settle the 
circumcision issue for new believers in Acts 15:1, Paul and Barnabas 
travel to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles and elders, who decide to 
free non-Jews, us, from circumcision (v. 28).
 Psalm 67 invites all the nations and us to “praise” (Refrain), and God 
to “bless” and “may his face shine upon us” (Stanza 1). Stanza two hopes 
that “nations [will] be glad and exult” because “[God] rules and guides the 
earth with equity.”
    Significant in John’s vision in Revelation 21 is the absence of the 
temple. Scripture explains that there is no need for a temple for “the Lord 
God almighty and the Lamb” is its temple (v. 22).
 Along with peace, Jesus brings the promise of the Holy Spirit, who 
will teach his troubled disciples in John 14. He tenderly tells them and us 
not to “let their/our hearts be troubled” (v. 27), that he “will come back for 
them/us” (v. 28). O risen Jesus, help us to cherish your concern and give 
us the grace of hope for your return.
Month of May: Our Lady Queen of May, pray for us!

 The Union of the Catholic Apostolate was 
established in Rome, Italy in 1835 by Saint Vin-
cent Pallotti. During that time there was a chol-
era epidemic in the country and many people 
died because of the disease. The houses of those 
who died were burnt down because the disease 
was contagious. Many children were homeless 
or orphaned and Saint Vincent decided to look 
after these children. Lay people worked along 
with Saint Vincent to help him with the children. 
This group of people became known as the Pal-
lottine Laity. Later on a group of sisters started 
to perform outreach and teach in schools; they 
were known as the Pallottine Sisters. Then the 
Pallottine Priests and Pallottine Brothers came 
along. These four groups comprise the Union of 
the Catholic Apostolate.
 The first meeting held in Belize was on Jan-
uary 8, 1996 under the name of the Belize City 
Union Members. The founder of the Union in 
Belize was Sr. M. Alicia Buddan, S.A.C. The 
initiative was given by the provincial Sr. Josefi-
na Alamilla, S.A.C. and was approved by Bish-
op O. P. Martin. In Belize the mission started in 
three places: Belize City, Cayo and Toledo. Sr. 
Alicia oversees the three different branches of 
the Union. She travels to the branches to make 
sure everything is working well. Sr. Clara, 
S.A.C. travels once a month to Cayo to visit the 
Union. People with the following criteria are 
recruited to become volunteers of the Union: 
(1) people who are models of Christians in their 
communities; (2) people who are able to meet 
twice a month to study the charism of Saint Vin-
cent Pallotti; (3) people who are willing to have 

Union of the Catholic Apostolate Outreach
an apostolate and work for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls and (4) people who 
are willing to re-kindle love and spread faith in 
their environment.
 During their group meetings, members 
study the life of Saint Vincent Pallotti and oth-
er topics pertaining to the faith such as purga-
tory, Mary and confession. They also pray and 
role play many of the topics they study. Union 
members visit the infirmary at Hattieville, Palm 
View Hospital (mentally ill patients) and pray 
with the patients. The Union members also do 
home visitations of the poor, the elderly and 
those who are shut-in. Since the members are 
interested in spreading faith and love in areas 
that are not regularly visited by a priest, they 
fundraised to purchase a van to take them to dis-
tant places.
 Their first commitment service took place 
at Pallottine Convent on February 22, 1997; the 
liturgy was celebrated by Bishop O.P. Martin. 
Each year the Union members re-commit them-
selves by renewing their promises in the pres-
ence of the Bishop or a priest. Today in Belize, 
the Union Lay Members, the Pallottine Laity, re-
new their promises every 22nd of January. Saint 
Vincent Pallotti’s feast day is on January 22 and 
a novena starting from January 13 to January 21 
is celebrated every year. In Belize, there are the 
Pallottine Laity and Pallottine Sisters, who are 
considered to be more of a Sister Society; there 
are no Pallottine Priests or Brothers in Belize.
 The Pallottine Sisters and Pallottine Laity 
work zealously and tirelessly for the greater 
glory of God; every 13th of the month they gath-

er at St. Joseph Church in Belize City to pray 
the rosary and for adoration of the Blessed Sac-
rament. This prayer service is open to the pub-
lic. Everyone is invited to attend the ceremony 
which starts at 6:00 p.m. The sisters and lay 
members go out into the community in search 
of places where prayer is needed. Another pro-
gram of the Union is a feeding program for the 

Sr. M. Alicia Buddan, S.A.C.
Director of the Union of the Catholic

Apostolate in Belize.

continues on page 7
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St. Joseph, Belize City
Parish Happenings (... from page 4)

 OUR LAY MINISTES attended a Workshop on Saturday, March 5. 
The pastor’s topic was “Divine Providence.” Our guest speakers were Sr. 
Ida Gregoire, R.S.M., Fr. John Scopfer and Courtenay all from the Dio-
cese of Syracuse, New York. They spoke about Ministering to the Elderly.

PHOTO ABOVE: Fr. Noel Leslie celebrates Palm Sunday Mass at St. 
Joseph Church in Belize City.

PHOTO LEFT: Fr. Noel Leslie celebrates Palm Sunday Mass at St. Pat-
rick’s R.C. Church in Lord’s Bank Village, Belize District.

May Deadline - Friday, April 22
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poor. It is a program run by the Union members. 
Every Sunday a group of three members cater 
for breakfast and another group of three caters 
for lunch. Every Sunday the groups are differ-
ent. The breakfast and lunch is served on the ve-
randah of the Pallottine Convent in Belize City. 
The team of three leads a prayer service, shares 
the scriptures and then shares the food. Every 
Sunday about 30 homeless people are being fed. 
The first 30 homeless people to enter the gate 
of the Pallottine Convent in Belize City receive 
tickets for the food.
 Another program of the Union initiated by 
Sr. Alicia two years ago is a two-day retreat 
for children across the country. This retreat is 
for children between the ages of 5 and 12. This 
retreat allows the children to learn about their 
faith. Every summer the retreat is held in differ-
ent places throughout the country. The children 
do not have to pay a fee in order to participate 
but many give contributions which are used to-
wards the transportation cost. About 50 children 
are hosted each time. In the retreat they learn 
about Saint Vincent Pallotti, Mary and their 
faith. Many children consecrate their lives after 
the second day of the retreat.
 The Sisters and members of the Union go 
throughout the country doing missionary work 
and need support from the community. They 
have made a positive difference in the lives of 
many and they are in need of members who can 
help with the different activities of the Union. 
One of their main concerns is funds for trans-
portation as they travel to remote areas in the 
country to teach. For further information on 
how you can assist, contact Sr. Alicia Buddan, 
SAC at 621-6176.

=CATHOLIC APOSTOLATE 
 (... from page 5)

 AUxILIARY BISHOP Chris Glancy, CSV 
spent the last few days of February in our par-
ish conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
our youngsters. He did so in the twin towns and 
in the villages of San Marcos, Bullet Tree Falls 
and San Antonio.  We are grateful to the teach-
ers in our Catholic Schools who spend the time 
preparing our children for this Sacrament; hats 
off as well to the ladies in the parish who prepare 
our Catholic children attending non-Catholic 
schools. Thanks Bishop for your time spent with 
us.

 ON MARCH 16 the Faculty and students of 
St. Ignatius High School participated in the Sta-
tions of the Cross which took place through the 
principal streets of Santa Elena. Some Classes 
and School Security personnel as well as fami-
lies along the route were gracious to set up the 
stations for our prayer. At each station different 
students led us in a reflection. We are grateful 
to the community, particularly the Transport De-
partment and our families for their assistance.

 OUR LAY MINISTRY PROGRAMS con-
tinue vibrantly with retreats and teaching ses-
sions. On March 17 Mr. Lawrence Mangar ac-
companied Fr. Benjamin to the beautiful village 
of Georgeville to celebrate Eucharist for St. Pat-
rick’s Day. A good number turned out and they 
were indeed grateful for this blessing. The fol-
lowing Sunday, being Palm Sunday, Mr. Man-
gar accompanied by four lay women conducted 
a Palm Sunday Service for the community there. 
Again the people express gratitude for this spiri-
tual nourishment. Pray that our laity can assist 
the pastor to reach out to our English speaking 
villages along the George Price Highway.

 A BIG THANK YOU to our Holy Week 
Planning Committee for their assistance to our 
pastor during this time. Thanks to the readers, the 
Eucharistic Ministers, those who participated in 
the Foot Washing ceremony, those who assisted 
with the Tenebrae Service, the Good Friday pro-
cession, and families who set up stations for the 
Via Crucis. Thanks too to Fr. Amelio Chi who 
came to assist with confessions on Tuesday of 
Holy Week and who celebrated the Easter Vigil 
Service for us.  It was indeed a time of grace for 
all during this Easter Triduum.  A blessed Easter 
to all our readers, and may the peace of the Risen 
Christ be in your hearts and homes.

Sacred Heart, San Ignacio
Parish Happenings

Bishop Christopher Glancy, CSV with group from San Marcos who received the Sacrament 
of Confirmation.
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 It is a story that helps us understand that Jesus Cares about each one 
of us. When we go the wrong way and get lost, Jesus the Good shepherd 
looks out for us and brings us back home. He takes care of us and gives 
his life for us. There are all sorts of voices calling for our attention to lose 
our way from Jesus. But the Good Shepherd will go out to look for us 
with a love that knows no limit. He is interested in us and we are special 
and loved by Him even to die for us. He calls and beckons us by name. 

Do you know the story of the

He shows and teaches the right pathways to follow where we can face 
life with its joys and sorrows and find peace, safety and security in Him. 
Boys and Girls let us hang on to Jesus so that we can experience new life 
and live that life to the full. This story of the Good Shepherd invites us to 
listen and answer to Christ’s call to, “Come, follow me.”
 I will give you an opportunity to come and see. On April 17, there 
will be a display of pictures at the Pallotti High School Auditorium for 
the entire family with 3 dynamic speakers to tell their 
vocation story. You are all invited to come and see 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Bring Ma, Pa, Bredda, 
and Sista and yourself to discover if God is calling or 
how can you serve the Church. You can pray for fol-
lowers in the Sheepfold.
 On April 19, the Standard 6 students in various Primary Schools 
and High School students are invited to come to the Exhibition at Pal-
lotti Auditorium and plant the seed to serve the Lord and allow the 
Good Shepherd to water it for you.
 If you are planning to come as a class, ask your teacher to phone 
223-1949 and make it a date with Sr. Consuelo at the auditorium. See 
you there on April 17 for families and the public and on the 19 for 
students.

 It is the will of the Good shepherd that we follow his example and 
do our part in helping to build up his Kingdom on earth. Good Shepherd 
Sunday is World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Ask yourselves, “Is the 
Good Shepherd calling me? How do you choose to live your life, using 
the gifts and talents you have been blessed with in a way that best honors, 
serves, and pleases our Lord?” This Easter season is a time to ask, “Where 
is the Good Shepherd beckoning me to follow Him?” Boys and Girls, we 
need to look deep within ourselves and check out if God is calling us to 
the priesthood, religious life, marriage, single life. Where can I can best 
serve and love God in my life and encourage others in the way they are 
called to respond to His love. The People of God need you to love, serve 
and give your life to the service of others. Can you spend some time daily 
to pray the Vocation Prayer in your class and family for vocations?

Relax the brains…
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By Cindy Wooden
Pope Francis will declare 

Blessed Teresa of Kolkata a saint 
at the Vatican September 4.
 The date was announced March 
15 during an “ordinary public con-
sistory,” a meeting of the pope, 
cardinals and promoters of saint-
hood causes that formally ends the 
sainthood process.
 Mother Teresa was widely 
known as a living saint as she min-
istered to the sick and the dying 
in some of the poorest neighbor-
hoods in the world. Although some 
people criticized her for not also 
challenging the injustices that kept 
so many people so poor and aban-
doned, her simple service touched 

 Mother Teresa To Be Canonized September 4 

the hearts of millions of people of 
all faiths.

 Born to an ethnic Albanian 
family in Skopje, in what is now 
part of Macedonia, she went to In-
dia in 1929 as a Sister of Loreto 
and became an Indian citizen in 
1947. She founded the Missionar-
ies of Charity in 1950.
 Shortly after she died in 1997, 
St. John Paul II waived the usual 
fi ve-year waiting period and al-
lowed the opening of the process 
to declare her sainthood. She was 
beatifi ed in 2003.
 After her beatifi cation, Mis-
sionary of Charity Father Brian 
Kolodiejchuk, the postulator of her 
sainthood cause, published a book 
of her letters, “Mother Teresa: 
Come Be My Light.” The letters 

illustrated how, for decades, she 
experienced what is described as a 
“dark night of the soul” in Chris-
tian spirituality; she felt that God 
had abandoned her. While the let-
ters shocked some people, others 
saw them as proof of her steadfast 
faith in God, which was not based 
on feelings or signs that he was 
with her.
 The date chosen for her canon-
ization is the eve of the 19th an-
niversary of her death and the date 
previously established at the Vati-
can for the conclusion of the Year 
of Mercy pilgrimage of people like 
her who are engaged in works of 
mercy. CNS

 Pope Francis told reporters 
traveling with him from Mexico 
to Italy February 17 that his doc-
ument refl ecting on the 2014 and 
2015 synods of bishops on the 
family should be published by 
Easter. There is widespread ex-
pectation that the document will 
be dated March 19, the feast of 
St. Joseph.
 On the specifi c issue of Com-
munion for those who are civilly 
remarried without having ob-
tained an annulment of their sac-
ramental marriage, Pope Francis 
said it was a possibility, but only 
after a process of re-integration 
into the life of the church.
 Reception of the Eucharist, he 
said, would be “the point of ar-
rival.”
 However, he insisted, “inte-
gration into the church does not 
mean ‘receiving Communion’” 
as if it were automatic. “I know 
remarried Catholics who go to 
church once or twice a year” and 
say, “‘I want to receive Commu-
nion’ as if it were some prize.”
 It is not, the pope said. An 
eventual return to the sacraments 
would be the result of “a work of 
integration.”

 Pope Calls For Integration Of 
Divorced Into Church Life

 “All doors are open, but one 
cannot say, ‘from this moment on 
they can receive Communion,’” 
Pope Francis said.
 Without a declaration that 
their sacramental marriage was 
null, “such a situation contra-
dicts the Christian sacrament,” 
which is meant to be an indissol-
uble bond, Pope Francis had ex-
plained last August during one of 
his weekly general audience talks 
about the family.
 Speaking to reporters on his 
plane in mid-February, he said 
a blanket invitation to return to 
Communion without looking at 
individual circumstances, help-
ing them take responsibility for 
a failed marriage and encourag-
ing repentance “would harm the 
spouses, the couple, because it 
would mean not having them fol-
low that path of integration.”
 The “integration” of families 
in the life of the church was a key 
point at the synods on the fam-
ily, the pope said, and is a con-
cept that will feature in his post-
synodal document, particularly 
when speaking about families ex-
periencing diffi culties and those 
formed by new unions. CNS

By John Mulderig
In days of yore, Hollywood 

knew how to make Christian 
themes pay off at the box offi ce.
 Though the result was not al-
ways decorous -- risque content 
in 1932’s “The Sign of the Cross” 
helped spur the formation of the 
National Legion of Decency -- 
they were sometimes spectacular. 
 And so there arose the biblical 
epic, a genre which gave us such 
iconic spectacles as the chariot 
race in 1959’s “Ben-Hur” and such 
memorable lines as Pharaoh’s im-
perious order in “The Ten Com-
mandments” (1956): “So let it be 
written. So let it be done.”
 The formula behind such fi lms 
blended some of Western civili-
zation’s most familiar narratives 
-- scriptural literacy then being a 
much more widespread asset than 
it is today -- with action sequences 
and, preferably, a love story. High-
caliber special effects, whether 
they involved slave-powered sea 
battles or the parting of the Red 
Sea into towering walls of water, 
were another purely secular draw.
 Some have tried their hand at 
recombining the ingredients in 
more recent years. Yet the cultur-
al gulf opened up by the decline 
of faith has made for a peculiar 
sort of revisionism. Witness the 
anti-human environmentalism of 
Darren Aronofsky’s “Noah” from 
2014. Hardly the life-affi rming 
tale of divine mercy most readers 
have found in those passages of 
Genesis.
 Avoiding alienation from the 
sacred source material without, 
on the other hand, declining into 
a lazy stance of believers-versus-
the-world piety can be a tricky 
business. But the makers of the 
Resurrection-themed drama “Ris-
en” (Columbia) have pulled it off 
to splendid effect.
 Wisely, writer-director Kevin 
Reynolds begins by giving us a 
hard-bitten, cynical protagonist -- 
a fi gure as little disposed to believe 
in miracles as his worldly minded 
modern counterpart, Charles Ry-
der, the religion-averse narrator of 
Evelyn Waugh’s classic 1945 nov-

‘ Risen’ Elevates Origins 
of Christianity

el “Brideshead Revisited.”
 Where Ryder, an artist, is im-
peded by his pleasure-loving so-
phistication, Clavius (Joseph Fi-
ennes), the Roman tribune at the 
heart of “Risen,” is too battle-wea-
ry and blood-soaked to entertain 
any easy hopes for the world. So 
the execution of Jesus (Cliff Cur-
tis), which he witnesses almost ac-
cidentally, makes little impression 
on him.
 Similarly, when his superior 
and patron, Pontius Pilate (Peter 
Firth), orders Clavius, a few days 
later, to investigate the disappear-
ance of the crucifi ed man’s body, 
it strikes the jaded offi cer as just 
one more task in the endless work 
of maintaining Roman sovereignty 
over a religion-crazed populace. 
As Caiaphas (Stephen Greif) ex-
plains, Jesus’ fanatic followers 
are spreading wild rumors of his 
return from the dead, so physical 
proof is needed to contradict their 
crazy fable.
 Assisted by Lucius (Tom Fel-
ton), an ambitious, though un-
tested, junior offi cer whose major 
qualifi cation for serving as Cla-
vius’ aide-de-camp lies in the fact 
that he’s a family friend of Pilate’s, 
Clavius sets out on what he imag-
ines will be a straightforward hunt 
for a corpse. Instead, of course, the 
pursuit turns out to have life-alter-
ing consequences for him.
 Fine acting, lavish settings 
and the sense of humor frequently 
evident in Reynolds’ script all add 
up to an unusually effective big-
screen treatment of the origins of 
Christianity. Fiennes is especially 
impressive as the solitary, combat-
haunted warrior whose relentlessly 
practical outlook offers nonbeliev-
ers a ready path into the story of 
the Resurrection. And Maria Botto 
brings transcendent joy to the char-
acter of Mary Magdalene.
 Despite grim scenes of armed 
confl ict and crucifi xion, the faith-
bolstering benefi ts of “Risen” will 
likely sway the parents of mature 
teens in its favor.
 The fi lm contains some harsh 
but mostly bloodless violence 
and a few disturbing images. The 
Catholic News Service classifi ca-

tion is A-III -- adults. The Motion 
Picture Association of America 
rating is PG-13 -- parents strongly 

cautioned. Some material may be 
inappropriate for children under 
13. CNS

Joseph Fiennes and Tom Felton star in a scene from the movie “Risen.”
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Christian Herald Book Club
Food For Your Soul

By Kay Allen

Christian Herald Book of the Month. Book for April: Go Set a Watchman, a 
Novel by Harper Lee - Pulitzer Prize novelist of the classic, To Kill a Mock-
ingbird.
 Our Book of the Month is only the second published book and a sequel 
to the Pulitzer Prize winning book of author, Harper Lee: To Kill a Mocking-
bird which was published in 1957. Go Set A Watchman was released to more 
pre-orders than ever before in history for Harper Collins Publishers on 3 July, 
2015. Both books are a study in racism in the USA, not just in the South.
 What is the explanation and ultimate factor in the USA’s deeply ingrained 
prejudice and racism in the 20th century and even more pervasive and in-
flamed in the last ten years?
 One very reasoned answer comes from Caleb Rosado from the De-
partment of Urban Studies, Eastern University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
USA. Written in 1999, he says, “As the dawn of the 21st century nears, rac-
ism, the most important and persistent social problem in America and in the 
world today, is on the rise in increasing ways. Whether we are talking about 
ethnic cleansings or group hatred, the underlying issue is the same. One 
group, threatened by the perceived loss of power, exercises social, economic 
and political muscle against the Other to retain privilege by restructuring for 
social advantage. (emphases mine)
 “At the heart of prejudice lies two concepts: ignorance and fear. All of 
us tend to have prejudicial attitudes towards others. This type of prejudice or 
‘pre-judgment’ is based on ignorance. It is a normal human response to racial, 
social, (religious), sexual and other forms of differences, because all human 
beings tend to prejudge others on the basis of limited knowledge, especially 
if they are different from us. Thus, we are all prejudiced, and virtually none 
are exempt. Because of the way American society is presently structured, 
most (Caucasians) have little conceptual idea nor first-hand experience of life 
in the African American and Latino communities. This is because the prevail-
ing norms of separation that prevents people of different racial/ethnic groups 
from interacting with each other in a meaningful and positive way, (for ex-
ample, living next door to each other and socializing together), perpetuates 
this ignorance of groups, which in turn gives rise to attitudes of prejudice. In 
light of such a common human condition, the advice of a former seminary 
professor of mine is most helpful and worthy of practice: ‘The mark of a 
mature mind is the ability to suspend judgment until all the evidence is in.’”
 Go Set A Watchman comes from a passage from the King James Bible in 
the Book of Isaiah. Isaiah 21:6 reads: “For thus hath the Lord said unto me, 
Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth.”
 According to a quote in an article by Alabama.com by Wayne Flynt, 
friend of Harper Lee and a Baptist minister, Go Set a Watchman means, 
“Somebody needs to be the moral compass of this town,”  Flynt said, “Isaiah 
was a prophet. God had set him as a watchman over Israel. It’s really God 
speaking to the Hebrews, saying what you need to do is set a watchman, to 
set you straight, to keep you on the right path. What more elegant title could 
there be?”
 The characters in the sequel are grown up and some are elderly. “Scout” 
has left her southern roots and moved to New York City, and so has been 
reeducated in race relations. Her sensibilities have become more urbane and 
therefore less tolerant of southern prejudice which she sees more clearly as 
an adult as still ingrained in the culture. (And so she becomes prejudiced and 
judgmental toward those people she grew up with.)
 She keeps experiencing herself as a fish out of water in her own home-
town, (at the age of 27), during a two week vacation home to see her aging 
and fragile father. Jean Louise (Scout) idolized her father, her only parent 
growing up, as a hero of justice and as truly enlightened in a south that Jean 
Louise indicts wholly for its evil prejudice and as propagating the status quo: 
that blacks are infantile and should be taught and encouraged to learn moral-
ity and one should give a hand-up or a hand-out. This patronizing attitude, 
firmly entrenched, allows white southerners to believe they are post racist.
 Watching this young woman break free and become her own woman, to 
develop her own conscience, through the disillusionment and horror of dis-
covering the truth about her self-made idols, (her father and her fiancé) is a 
lesson in reflecting on our own bigotry. What do we idolize unquestioningly?  
…Our Church, our family culture, our “rights,” our education, our friend-
ships, our spouse, our government? We as a people are taught in this book, 
if we are willing to take our reading seriously and slowly... to become what 
God has created us to be - a loving, reasoning human being, entrusting our 
consciences to Truth, and living to respect and give dignity to every other hu-
man being no matter their foibles, culture, skin color, educational attainment 
or religion. It’s a mature point of view, but God Himself calls us to no less.

By Francis Emmanuel Bennett

Francis Emmanuel Bennett is a parishioner at St. Joseph Parish in Belize 
City. From time to time he shares personal reflection on topics of the Faith.

 Some people are presently understanding theology and religion by man’s 
measurement and not by divine standard. The sovereignty of God is just to 
believe by pure faith and there should be no measurement, calculation, nor 
analysis. Religion and theology have man’s measurement in it and the sov-
ereignty of God has nothing to do with measurement. For me, Christianity 
or Catholicism has nothing to do with religion because it teaches me to have 
an unfolding relationship with Jesus Christ. Catholicism has taught me that 
there is one God in three divine persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Religions throughout the world cannot understand this because they rea-
son divine standards by man’s measurement, while as a Catholic or Christian 
I go by faith in the understanding given to me from the Holy Spirit.
 Being a Catholic or Christian is more a matter of being obedient to God’s 
will which is living by Jesus Christ’s words and deeds rather than listening to 
the wisdom of men which has to do with worldly lifestyle, man’s measure-
ment and earthly attachment.
 The Roman Catholic Church is very rich in customs, culture and tradition 
and by man’s measurement offer some of the best things in life, such as rich-
ness in music, art, literature, architecture, etc. However, for me what truly 
makes me a Catholic is not so much by going the way of the customs, culture 
and tradition of the Church but by truly believing and proclaiming the Creed 
of the same Roman Catholic Church.
 From the Excerpts of Pope Francis - The Joy of The Gospel - I learned 
that doctrines can be more philosophical than evangelical and religious exer-
cises can be obeyed which offer comfort but do not encourage an encounter 
with others. It is like someone hiding behind books instead of living. Even 
certain customs are not directly connected to the heart of the Gospel.
 Also Catholicism is not for a number of doctrines to be forced upon any-
one but it is to be faith working through love. As Catholics we are to encour-
age by proclaiming the Good News instead of focusing more on theology, 
religion and ideology where arguments can arise. Theology and religion can 
make a person be gnostic, arrogant and remain so narrow mindedly faithful 
to a particular way of doing things from the past.
 The Church has rules and precepts which may have been quite effective 
in their time but no longer have the same usefulness for directing and shaping 
peoples’ lives and make religion out to be a form of bondage. Many Catholics 
feel disillusioned and no longer care to identify with the Catholic tradition. 
However, I for one, in my own weaknesses allow myself to still be identi-
fied with the same Roman Catholic Church with all its weaknesses because I 
know it is the real deal and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.
 Becoming a Catholic is an honor that I gained at my baptism. For me, be-
ing a Christian or being a Catholic is the same difference and it has nothing to 
do with religion which can be ripe with self-centeredness. Being a Catholic is 
a way of life - Jesus’ lifestyle - and there should be no measurement in it but 
only encouragement. From my understanding religion has to do with man’s 
measurement and all religions are based on the outward show of love by 
man’s measurement and not on the inward conviction of unconditional love, 
living as how the incarnate Jesus Christ lived while he was showing solidar-
ity with us here on earth. 
 Being a Christian or Catholic has nothing to do with just living a reli-
gious lifestyle by man’s measurement but the plain desire to have a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. I do not put my trust in religion but in Jesus Christ’s 
words and deeds. Unconditional love and equal worth is the essence of my 
Catholic faith given to me through the teachings handed down to me by the 
same Roman Catholic Church.
 I understand the Catholic teachings through the Holy Spirit and not by 
man’s measurement or human logic. Anyone who is baptized and truly be-
lieves in the Creed and practice it, is a Catholic and it has nothing to do with 
the numerous customs, traditions and cultures that the Church has. All other 
teachings in Catholicism comes from this foundation - the Creed. A compre-
hensive teaching.

What Being A Catholic 
Means To Me

The annual Chrism Mass was held on Wednesday, March 23 at 
Holy Redeemer Cathedral in Belize City. Priests from around the 
country concelebrated at the Mass.

 Read both books, To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a Watchman, and 
be changed, is what I hope. “The mark of a mature mind is the ability to 
suspend judgment until all the evidence is in.” I would add, not just our own 
evidence. Not trusting ourselves and our beliefs until we question, examine 
and learn fully, is actually the way to learn to love and respect others. This is 
true justice and mercy.
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