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The following are the winners of the Holy Redeemer Christ-
mas Bazaar.
 
1st Prize, Salvador W. Habet Ltd., $2,000.00 - courtesy Anon-
ymous Donors.

2nd Prize, Darwin Kelly, 1 TCL 32” LED television - courtesy 
Courts Belize Ltd.

3rd Prize, Raineldo Guerrero, round trip tickets for 2 to San 
Pedro Town - courtesy Tropic Air and 2 nights stay at Sun-
breeze Suites.

4th Prize, Erick Moreira, round trip tickets for 2 to San Pedro 
Town - courtesy Maya Island Air and 2 nights stay at Sun-
breeze Hotel.

5th Prize, Andrew Meighan, $500.00 - courtesy Anonymous 
Donor.
 Congratulations to all the winners and thanks for your 
continued support!

 Sr. Carlette Gentle SCN, a 
sister of the Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth (SCN) Religious Con-
gregation, works tirelessly to en-
hance the life of senior citizens 
in southside Belize City. In 2012, 
Sr. Carlette surveyed persons aged 
60 years and over who lived on 
the southside of Belize City. The 
survey revealed five critical needs 
for the senior citizens: food, medi-
cal attention, transportation, social 
support, and minor house renova-
tions. LIFE (Living Independently 
in Full Existence) was born in an 
effort to meet these needs. Sr. Car-
lette obtained a grant from Ken-
tucky One Health Catholic Charity 
to help support LIFE.
 Once a month about 30 senior 

LIFE Social Outreach

continues on page 3

2015 Diocesan Collections

citizens from the southside of Be-
lize City meet at the LIFE office on 
Casarina Street. The seniors pre-
pare a prayer and share about their 
struggles and joys. Staff from LIFE 
train the seniors in the conventions 
and rights of senior citizens. At the 
meeting, the participants also play 
bingo and win prizes such as soap, 
rice and toilet paper. A healthy 
meal is prepared for the senior citi-
zens and participants share a cake 
to celebrate birthdays. Senior citi-
zens pay monthly dues of $1.00 a 
month. These dues assist with the 
purchase of the bingo prizes.
 LIFE links senior citizens to 
medical clinics, and assists them 

[The above figures reflect the information available up to press time].
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February Deadline

Friday, January 29

DIOCESAN-WIDE 
PROGRAM FOR THE 
BEGINNING OF THE 

YEAR OF MERCY
 Nearly 400 persons within the city 
parishes, villages and several school 
faculties across Belize participated in 
a special program leading up to the 
Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope 
Francis and continuing throughout the 
Advent Season.  The Spirituality Team 
of the Diocesan Pastoral Life Commis-
sion provided booklets with excerpts 
of Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation, 
The Joy of the Gospel, both in Spanish 
and in English, for reading and for shar-
ing in small groups. Many participants 
reported a joyful, informative and en-
riching experience within their groups.

with the process of getting into the 
NHI system. In the new year 2016, 
LIFE will have an eight seater van 
to transport the senior citizens to 
and from their clinic appointments 
and to purchase their groceries. Se-
nior citizens will be asked to give 
$1.00 for the transportation ser-
vices. LIFE also provides tools to 
teach seniors how to manage their 
health and well-being.
 LIFE links seniors to a food 

=LIFE SOCIAL
 OUTREACH
  (... from page 2)

continues on page 6
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 El día 19 de Diciembre nuestra Parroquia 
de San Francisco Javier en Corozal, tuvo una 
velada de Adoración y Oración ante Jesús Eu-
caristía.
 El motivo que con motivo de la Apertura del 
año de la misericordia que ya hemos iniciado  
a nivel Iglesia en todo el mundo. Con tiempo 
anticipado se fue preparando esta actividad.
 Comenzamos a las 6:00 con la Santa Misa 
celebrada por nuestro Obispo Auxiliar: Chris-
topher Glancy quien nos llegó a visitar. Los 
Padres franciscanos estuvieron presentes, hubo 
participación de las diferentes aldeas de nuestra 
Parroquia. 
 Terminada la Santa Misa había una fuerte 
lluvia por lo cual no se pudo realizar la proce-
sión con el Santísimo afuera la cual ya se había 
preparado para ello, sin embargo se hizo la pro-
cesión dentro alrededor de la iglesia, llevando 
el Santísimo obispo Chris, después de la pro-
cesión se dejó el Santísimo expuesto en el altar 
para pasar en adoración y oración toda la noche. 
Las aldeas pertenecientes a nuestra parroquia, 
estuvieron distribuidas por horas para estar en 
adoración y oración con nuestro Señor Jesucris-
to.
 Se continuó con una Hora Santa dirigida por 
Hnos. MLSC. Participando Hno. Rafael Cob y 
coro de Concepción. También se tuvo la medi-
tación del santo rosario y así como de la Coro-
nilla al Señor de la Misericordia. Después se 
tuvo cantos de adoración y alabanza, dirigidas 
por coro de Patchakan, coro R.C.D, Hno. Adán 
Pérez. Hubo tiempo de silencio y oración per-
sonal.
 Durante el trascurso de la noche se tuvo 
también el sacramento de la confesión atendi-
endo para ello: P. Fidel Rutiaga, OFM Párroco 
de nuestra Parroquia.
 A las 6:30 de la mañana se reservó el 
Santísimo Sacramento para terminar esta ve-
lada de adoración y oración con la Santa Misa 
de las 7:00 a.m. hubo buena participación de 
toda nuestra parroquia. Bendito y Alabado sea 
Nuestro Señor porque nos concedió esta noche.

Vigilia Para Empezar El Jubileo de la Misericordia En Corozal

Mons. Glancy inca ante el la exposición del santísimo al principio de la vigilia en la Iglesia 
de San Francisco Javier en Corozal. Grupos del pueblo y de las aldeas oraron toda la 
noche el 19-20 de diciembre para dar buen inicio del Año de la Misericordia.

 WE INvITE yOu TO OuR PARISH MISSION 
which will be held from February 22-24, 2016. The 
preacher will be Most Rev. Ferdnand Cheri, Ofm 
Auxiliary Bishop of New Orleans. The Theme is 
“Forgiveness.”

 ST. JOSEPH PARISH FAIR - April 16, 2016. 
Get your Raffle tickets. See you at the Fair.

 WE WISH yOu a Blessed and a Prosperous 
New year.

St. Joseph
Parish Happenings

A Float depicting “The Prodigal Son” was 
in a motorcade which was held on Sunday, 
December 13. [see more photos on page 12]
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Reflections on the Sunday Gospels for January
By Sr. Jean Martinez, SSF

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 104:1b-4, 24-25, 
27-30; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7;
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

like we do every moment (vv. 25, 27, 29).
 God’s grace in Titus 2 is training us to “live 
temperately, justly and devoutly … as we await 
… the glory of … the savior Jesus Christ” (v. 
11), who “cleanses [us] for himself a people as 
his own” eager to do what is right (v. 14).
 Contrary to people’s expectation in Luke 3, 
Jesus, as John admits, is the Messiah, who will 
“baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire” (v. 16). 
God Father affirms with his resounding claim 
to Jesus: “you are my beloved Son; with you 
I am well pleased” (v. 22). We are all “beloved 
[children]” with whom our God is “well 
pleased” (Ibid.).
January 15: Feast of Nuestro Senor de 
Esquipulas!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96:1-3, 7-10;
1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-11
 “DRAW SOME OUT NOW…” (JOHN 
2:8): On this Sunday of celebrations, Isaiah 62 
“will not be silent” (v. 1) for the Lord delights 
in Jerusalem as a groom “in his bride” (v. 5). We 
are also espoused by Jesus. Let us embrace his 
intimate love.
 As one with good news Psalm 96 summons 
us to “Proclaim [God’s] marvelous deeds 
[everywhere]” (Refrain). Stanza one sings a 
new song and blesses God’s name. Two says 
“tell his story,” three gives glory and praise, 
while four worships and trembles.
 “There are different … gifts but the same 
Spirit” says 1 Corinthians 12:4. The Spirit 
distributes them as he wishes (v. 11):  “wisdom” 
(v. 8), “faith” (v. 9), “discernment of spirits” (v. 
10), etc. Thank Jesus for your gift(s).
 Seemingly, Jesus does not want to fix the 
marriage couple’s shortage in John 2. However, 
when he says “Draw some out now and take it 
to the waiter” (v. 8), he betrays his delight in 
adding “good wine” (v. 10) to the occasion. 
Jesus’ joy reminds me of the good feeling after 
completing a strenuous task. Add “good wine” 
to life’s events.
January 22: Happy Founder’s Day to the 
Pallottine Sisters and Associates in Belize!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24
3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Nehemiah 8:2- 6, 8-10; Psalm 19:8-10, 15;
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27; 
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
 “THIS SCRIPTURE … IS FULFILLED” 
(LUKE 1:21): After Ezra the priest reads from 
“the book” from “daybreak to midday” in 
Nehemiah 8:2 , the instructors tell the weeping 
people “not to be sad …” because “Today is 
holy to the Lord” (v. 9).
 Indeed, as the refrain of Psalm 19 chants 
“God’s words … are Spirit and life.” They are 
“perfect refreshing the soul,” “wisdom,” “right, 
rejoicing the heart,” and enlightening the eye” 
(vv. 8, 9).
 “Whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free 
persons,” we are one body of many parts, 

“Christ’s body” as 1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 say 
in this second reading.
 under the power of the Spirit in Luke 4:18, 
Jesus reads from the scroll in the synagogue at 

Nazareth and announces his 
mission: “bring …tidings 
to the poor,” “liberty to 
captives,” and “sight to 
the blind ….” As all eyes 
look intently on him, Jesus 
proclaims that the “scripture 
passage is fulfilled in [their] 
hearing” (vv. 20, 21).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
4TH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19; 
Psalm 71:1-6, 15, 17; 1 
Corinthians 13:4-13; Luke 
4:21-30
 “JESUS … WENT 

AWAY” (LUKE 4:30): The scriptures come 
to Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1 to inform him of his 
mission (v. 5), to encourage and strengthen him 
for success despite the opposition he will face 
(v. 19).
 In Psalm 71 Jeremiah seems to beg God for 
rescue, delivery and a listening ear (stanza one), 
and refuge in stanza two. But he will sing of 
[God’s] salvation and proclaim his “wondrous 
deed” (Refrain, v. 17).
 First Corinthians 13:4-13 is a litany of what 
love is and what it is not. For example, “Love 
is patient,” “kind,” “not inflated …not rude,” 
“bears all things” (vv. 6, 7). Best of all “Love 
never fails” (v. 8).
 At first the assembly in Luke 4 is happy 
to hear Jesus until they realize that he is from 
Nazareth like them. They turn against him 
fulfilling what Jesus earlier said that “no prophet 
is accepted in his own native place” (v. 24). 
They want to kill Jesus but he “passed through 
[their] midst and went away” (v. 30).

 “… I AM WELL 
PLEASED” (LUKE 3:22): 
Restoration and tenderness 
thread through Isaiah 40. 
In verse one Jerusalem is 
“comfort[ed]” and her “guilt 
is expiated” (v. 2) while 
the shepherd “gathers the 
lambs” and carries them (v. 
11).
 Like an excited cantor, 
Psalm 104 asks the Lord to 
“bless her soul” (Refrain). 
She sings of his manifold 
works on earth and sea with 
living things that look to 
God for food and breathe 
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=LIFE SOCIAL OUTREACH
  (... from page 3)

source, such as Meals on Wheels for the home-
bound. LIFE also has networks with pantries 
where senior citizens are introduced to a pantry 
program.
 Personnel from LIFE conduct site visits to 
assess housing needs. For minor house repairs, 
family members of the senior citizens are asked 
to assist in some way. If houses need to be built, 
LIFE introduces its members to organizations 
such as Hand in Hand Ministries.
 One of the important services that LIFE of-
fers is the opportunity for its members to utilize 
their gifts to train others and to earn an income. 
Some of the senior citizens can make wreaths, 
others can make handbags and others can make 
coconut oil and Belizean delicacies such as 
bread pudding and tableta (sweet made of co-
conut). By providing that valuable link where 
these goods can be sold, the senior citizens are 
empowered and encouraged to keep producing 
and passing on their gifts to others. This car-
ing and sharing provides continual support for 
the senior citizens and they form lasting bonds 

of friendship. Sr. Carlette, a social worker, en-
joys sharing her skills with the seniors and she 
is constantly searching for ways to help them to 
grow.
 LIFE has asked some parents to work as 
community health workers for the senior citi-
zens. Training will be provided in January 2016 
for these community health workers. LIFE re-
ceives donations from the wider SCN commu-
nity and does its own fundraising to continue to 
provide funds for its upkeep. In March 2016, a 
tea party will be held to raise funds for the com-
munity health workers; some volunteers from 
overseas will come to Belize to assist with or-
ganizing the tea party.
 LIFE has formed a partnership with the 
university of Belize to provide an internship 
position for a social worker. In 2016, personnel 
from LIFE plan to visit four high schools and 
colleges a month to speak about the work of the 
organization. During these school visits, LIFE 
will request fundraising assistance from the stu-
dents, especially with the minor home renova-
tions program. The greatest gift that Sr. Carlette 
gives to the seniors is the gift of her presence.  
She would like others to share in this enriching 
experience by also inviting students to pair up 

LIFE Social Outreach Center in Belize City.

with a senior citizen so that they can spend time 
with the elderly and assist them in their needs.
 Today LIFE is a fully fledged non-profit 
organization. In addition to the manager, Sr. 
Carlette, LIFE is also staffed by a handyman 
and two office assistants. LIFE has plans to in-
crease its membership of senior citizens. Per-
sonnel from LIFE have a great understanding 
of the needs of the elderly in the area and this 
organization is well connected to other organi-
zations in the community. LIFE truly serves as a 
resource that its members can turn to in having 
their basic needs met.
 If you would like to donate to LIFE, please 
visit their office at 11 Casarina Street in Belize 
City. LIFE is open on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Items 
such as food, clothing and financial donations 
are needed.

Once a month about 30 senior citizens from the southside of Belize City meet at the LIFE 
office on Casarina Street.

Playing a game of bingo where small prizes are won.

Bishop Dorick Wright and Bishop Christo-
pher Glancy, CSV lead the procession at 
the beginning of Mass after the opening of 
the door of mercy at Holy Redeemer Ca-
thedral on December 13, 2015.

Many faithful gathered in front of Holy Re-
deemer Cathedral on December 13, 2015 
for the official opening of the door of mercy 
after which Mass was celebrated.

See page 1 photo
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Year In Review In Photos

Catholic Educators from every district of Belize gathered at the 
Guadalupe Mercy Center on January 26-27, 2015 in Belize City for 
a two day Education and Law Symposium.

Fr. Scott Giuliani, SOLT sprinkles holy water on the congregation 
at the revived San Pablo Roman Catholic Church located south 
of Ambergris Caye on January 25, 2015.

Many attended the book launch of Years of Grace: The History of 
Roman Catholic Evangelization in Belize (1524-2014) which took 
place on March 24, 2015 at the Holy Redeemer Parish Hall in Be-
lize City.

On April 22, 2015, in celebration of Earth Day, the children of St. 
John Vianney School in Belize City used a paper mache globe, 
pictures from magazines, crayons and markers to create the world 
they would like to live in.

Sr. Lydia Vasquez, SAC (2nd from right) and Sr. LaSalette Pott, 
SAC (3rd from right) celebrated their 60 years plus of ministry in 
Belize. They were surrounded by a circle of their Pallottine Com-
munity, family and friends on May 31, 2015 and were led in celebra-
tion by Fr. Noel Leslie, Pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Belize City.

The Sisters of Charity of Nazareth (SCN) celebrate 40 years of ser-
vice in Belize on September 1, 2015. Front row: Sr. Barbara Flores, 
SCN, Sr. Maggie Cooper, SCN, Sr. Higinia Bol, SCN, Sr. Beverly 
Hoffman, SCN. Back row:  Sr. Carlette Gentle,  SCN, and Sr. Chris 
Kunze, SCN.

On September 27, 2015 Sr. Miriam Claire Ford, RSM, celebrated 
her 50 years of consecrated life with family, friends and her Sis-
ters of Mercy community. Her brother, Henry Ford, sits next to Sr. 
Miriam.

February Deadline

Friday, January 29
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ThE yEar of MErCy
 The year of mercy has begun and we need to pray for mercy and com-
passion.  There are so many of us that need to experience the mercy of 
God and the mercy of one another.  Many times, boys and girls, we hurt 
others and do not want to forgive and say, “I am Sorry.” During this year 
of mercy, let us humble ourselves and ask God to forgive us as we forgive 
others.
 During the month of January we have an important feast of a man who 

was very merciful and spent a lot of his time being merciful to people in 
the confessional. That man is vincent Pallotti and his feast day is Janu-
ary 22. vincent Pallotti is important because he founded the Pallottine 
priests, sisters, brothers and lay people under the big umbrella of ‘union 
of Catholic Apostolate.”  vincent loved people and he was eager to spread 
the love of Christ throughout the whole world. He had great affection for 
children and children in turn loved him. He encouraged children to carry 
out good works. vincent is very much in line with Pope Francis who asks 
all to celebrate a year of mercy.
 How are we to celebrate the year of Mercy? First of all we need to 
know the Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy and then we can see 
which ones we can do.

   Example

make friends with a new person

my mother gave a uniform shirt to a boy

Dad went to Colby Prison to see his
friend

I shared my lunch with a friend who had 
none

During the parade, I shared my ideal

Mom made sandwiches for a friend’s 
wake

Dad took the neighbor’s child to the 
Doctor

Corporal works of Mercy

Feed the hungry

Give drink to the thirsty

Welcome the stranger

Bury the dead

Clothe the naked

Heal the sick

visit the imprisoned

Instructions:  Draw a line from the Work of Mercy to the example given on the right.  On the line below, write an example of that
work that you and your classmates can do.

Complete joining these
lines to reveal the name
of a special person.

The Baptism of  Jesus
Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus went to John to be baptized.
Make a path for Jesus to follow. Connect the dots.

Spiritual works of Mercy

Counsel the doubtful

Instruct the Ignorant

Admonish sinners

Comfort the afflicted

Forgive offences

Bear patiently those
who do us ill

Pray for the living
and the dead

   Example

I was sorry for taking my
friend’s marbles

Our teacher told us not to
tell lies

My family attended the
Nine-night Novena

Have patience with people
who do you wrong

Help people to have faith
in God

I always pray for Mom and Dad

Support people who are in grief
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 ST. MARTIN’S SCHOOL held its first ever Christmas bazaar. It com-
prised of various stalls such as tambola, pastry, food, games, and in ad-
dition, had a variety show with performances by the students and staff 
members.

 THE CHuRCH HELD ITS LAuNCH of the Dollar a Day Campaign 
where pledges by congregation and members were made. This campaign 
has been undertaken for the building of a new church where the commu-
nity and church members will play a major role in making the initiative 
successful. Those who pledge will give one dollar a day for 1,000 days.

 SuB uMBRA SWEETS held its biweekly bake sale. It was success-
ful and well supported. Sub umbra Sweets members would like to thank 
all the donors who generously give and support all of their bake sales. 
Thanks to the supporters as well. If you would like to donate to the next 
bake sale please feel free to contact Ms. Kelcey at 222-4449.

St. Martin de Porres Parish Happenings St. Peter Claver, Punta Gorda
Parish Happenings

St. Martin’s Church held its launch of a Dollar A Day campaign for 
the building of a new church.

St. Martin’s School held its first ever Christmas Bazaar. There were 
various food and game stalls.

St. Martin’s School held its 
first ever Christmas Bazaar. 
A Variety Show was also held 
with performances by the 
students and staff members.

See additional
photos on page 12

 OuR LADy OF GuADALuPE celebration was big this year, really 
big. The Hispanic Charismatics of our parish asked four months ago if 
they could be in charge of all the preparations. They sold tamales, etc. 
after Mass each Sunday to raise enough money. One of them is a tailor 
so it was easy for them to dress Our Lady in lovely festive vestments of 
gold and blue. They surrounded her with roses, with many more roses in 
church. They invited lots of people, especially Los Hermanos from Hon-
duras and the communities from Indianville, Forest Home and San Ro-
man. The three men from Honduras enthusiastically sang and played their 
guitars without slowing down. We invited everyone to wear a white shirt 
and black pants or black skirt. Most did. There is also a group of Q’eqchi’ 
immigrants from Guatemala, very devoted to Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
who speak Spanish. They sing, pray, and preach each Sunday night at a 
prayer service in Q’eqchi’. They organized the sale of Guadalupe T-shirts. 
you can see in the photos how very many took advantage of that offer. 
On Wednesday the local journalist interviewed the pastor, Fr. Louis Mc-
Cabe. Mr. Paul Mahung broadcast Fr. McCabe’s photo and voice on the 
radio and Tv on Friday inviting everyone in town to join the celebration. 
Then it was 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 12, and all were ready to 
give honor and praise to Our Mother, Mary. All lined up in front of church 
for the procession. But we had to announce to the town our celebration 
by some bottle rockets, or luces de bengala, which the police had given 
permission to shoot off. Groups of four men took turns carrying Our Lady 
while hymns were sung to her in four languages. First four Hispanics, 
then four Anglos, then four Q’eqchi’ men, then four Garifuna men. Of 
course, little San Juan Diego had to lead the procession. Finally, near the 
church four Hispanic women took up the honor of carrying Our Lady. 
Back at church there was another round of bottle rockets before entering 
for the bilingual Mass alternating Spanish and English to a completely full 
church, but with hymns in the four languages. It was quite a wonderful 
celebration and we are sure that Our Lady of Guadalupe was well pleased 
with the devotion of all her children in Punta Gorda especially her His-
panic, Anglo, Qeqchi’ and Garifuna communities.

A bilingual Mass alternating between Spanish and English to a 
completely full church was held on December 12, 2015 - feast day 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

See more photos on page 11
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By Joshua J. McElwee
In the name of his ongoing Jubilee year of 

mercy, Pope Francis has strongly called upon 
global leaders to make what he has termed 
“courageous gestures of concern” for those left 
most in need by society -- especially prisoners, 
migrants, and the unemployed.
 Among the pontiff’s requests, made with 
the publication of his annual message for World 
Day of Peace: Abolition of the death penalty, 
conditions for legal residency for migrants, jobs 
for the unemployed, access to medical care for 
all, and forgiveness of international debt bur-
dens.
 Pope Francis made the requests at the end 
of his 2016 message, titled “Overcome Indiffer-
ence and Win Peace,” in a concluding section 
on “Peace in the sign of the Jubilee of Mercy.”
 The pope fi rst speaks of prisoners, saying 
that “in many cases practical measures are ur-
gently needed to improve their living condi-

Pope Francis Calls on Global Leaders to Abolish Death 
Penalty, Provide Healthcare, Forgive debt

tions, with particular concern for those detained 
while awaiting trial.”
 “It must be kept in mind that penal sanctions 
have the aim of rehabilitation, while national 
laws should consider the possibility of other es-
tablishing penalties than incarceration,” he con-
tinues.
 “In this context, I would like once more to 
appeal to governmental authorities to abolish 
the death penalty where it is still in force, and 
to consider the possibility of an amnesty,” he 
states.
 The pope then speaks of migrants, asking 
that “legislation on migration be reviewed, so, 
while respecting reciprocal rights and respon-
sibilities, it can refl ect a readiness to welcome 
migrants and to facilitate their integration.”
 “Special concern should be paid to the con-
ditions for legal residency, since having to live 
clandestinely can lead to criminal behavior,” he 
states.
 Pope Francis also asks for “concrete ges-

tures in favor of our brothers and sisters who 
suffer from the lack of labor, land and lodging.”
 “I am thinking of the creation of dignifi ed 
jobs to combat the social plague of unemploy-
ment, which affects many families and young 
people, with grave effects for society as a 
whole,” he states, adding that “special atten-
tion” should be given to women, “who unfor-
tunately still encounter discrimination in the 
workplace.”
 The pontiff then s ays he wants to express 
his hope “that effective steps will be taken to 
improve the living conditions of the sick by en-
suring that all have access to medical treatment 
and pharmaceuticals essential for life.”
 Pope Francis ends the letter with a threefold 
appeal to world leaders, asking them to: “refrain 
from drawing other peoples into confl icts or 
wars;” “forgive or manage in a sustainable way 
the international debt of the poorer nations;” 
and, “adopt policies that respect the values of 
local populations.”

By Carol Glatz 
Pope Francis has approved a miracle at-

tributed to the intercession of Blessed Teresa of 
Kolkata, thus paving the way for her canoniza-
tion.
 Pope Francis signed the decree for Blessed 
Teresa’s cause and advanced three other saint-
hood causes on December 17, 2015 the vatican 
announced.
 Although the date for the canonization cer-
emony will be offi cially announced during the 
next consistory of cardinals in February, Arch-
bishop Rino Fisichella, president of the vati-
can offi ce organizing the Holy Year of Mercy 
events, had said it would be September 4, 2016. 
That date celebrates the Jubilee of workers and 
volunteers of mercy and comes the day before 
the 19th anniversary of her death, September 5, 
1997.
 The postulator for her sainthood cause, 
Fr. Brian Kolodiejchuk of the Missionaries of 
Charity, said the second miracle that was ap-
proved involved the healing of a 42-year-old 
mechanical engineer in Santos, Brazil.
 Doctors diagnosed the man with a viral 
brain infection that resulted in multiple brain 
abscesses, the priest said in a statement pub-
lished December 18, 2015 by AsiaNews, the 
Rome-based missionary news agency. Treat-
ments given were ineffective and the man went 
into a coma, the postulator wrote.
 The then-newly married man’s wife had 
spent months praying to Blessed Teresa, and 

Blessed Teresa of Kolkata

Second Mi racle Con� rms Mother Teresa’s Sainthood

her prayers were joined by those of her relatives 
and friends when her dying husband was taken 
to the operating room on December 9, 2008.
 When the surgeon entered the operating 
room, he reported that he found the patient 
awake, free of pain and asking, “What am I do-
ing here?” Doctors reported the man showed no 

more symptoms, and a vatican medical com-
mission voted unanimously in September 2015 
that the healing was inexplicable.
 St. John Paul II had made an exception to 
the usual canonization process in Mother Tere-
sa’s case by allowing her sainthood cause to be 
opened without waiting the usual fi ve years af-
ter a candidate’s death. He beatifi ed her in 2003. 
 The order she started—the Missionaries of 
Charity—continues its outreach to the “poorest 
of the poor” throughout the world.
 Among the other decrees approved on De-
cember 17, 2015 the pope recognized the heroic 
virtues of Comboni Fr. Giuseppe Ambrosoli, an 
Italian surgeon, priest and missionary who dedi-
cated his life to caring for people in uganda, 
where he also founded a hospital and midwifery 
school before his death in 1987. His father ran 
the highly successful Ambrosoli honey compa-
ny.
 The pope also recognized the heroic virtues 
of De La Salle Brother Leonardo Lanzuela Mar-
tinez of Spain (1894-1976) and Heinrich Hahn, 
a German surgeon.
 The lay Catholic doctor, who was born in 
1800, was the father of 10 children and dedi-
cated much of his activity to providing medical 
care to the poor. He was also involved in public 
service, even serving in the German parliament. 
He founded the St. Francis Xavier Mission So-
ciety in Germany and the “Giuseppino” Insti-
tute for those suffering from incurable illnesses. 
He died in 1882.

  vATICAN CITy -- Pope Francis will visit 
some of the most marginalized communities 
in Mexico and seek to bring hope to a country 
deeply suffering from crime, corruption and in-
equality when he visits in February.
 The vatican announced December 12 details 
about the pope’s February 12-17 trip to Mexico, 
during which he will stop in six cities, including 
two in the state of Chiapas and -- across from 
El Paso, Texas -- Ciudad Juarez, which just fi ve 
years ago was considered the “murder capital of 
the world” as drug cartels disputed a traffi cking 
corridor.
 The pope said in November that he wanted 
to visit cities where St. John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XvI never went. But he said he will 
stop at the capital of Mexico City to pray at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. “But if it 
wasn’t for Our Lady I wouldn’t” go there, he 

had told reporters.
 The pope will fl y out of and return to Mex-
ico City each day after celebrating Mass at the 
basilica on the second day of his trip.
 Over the following four days, he will visit a 
pediatric hospital in the capital as well as fami-
lies and indigenous communities in the south-
ernmost state of Chiapas, Mexico’s poorest 
state, which gained worldwide attention for the 
1990s Zapatista rebellion.
 He will visit young people and religious in 
Morelia, celebrate Mass on the Mexican-u.S. 
border in Ciudad Juarez and visit its infamous 
Cereso state prison, where at least 20 people 
were killed during riots in 2009 triggered by ri-
val gangs among the prisoners.
 “We are certain that the presence of the Holy 
Father will confi rm us in the faith, hope and 
charity and will help the church move ahead in 

its permanent mission,” the Mexican bishops’ 
conference said in a December 12 statement. “It 
will encourage believers and nonbelievers and 
commit us to the construction of a just Mexico, 
with solidarity, reconciliation and peace,” the 
statement said.
 Fr. Oscar Enriquez, parish priest and direc-
tor of the Paso del Norte Human Rights Center 
in Ciudad Juarez, told Catholic News Service 
that Juarez is often seen as an example of over-
coming extreme violence. “The pope always 
looks for the peripheries. Juarez is the periph-
ery of Mexico and it’s a place migrants pass 
through.”
 Fr. Patricio Madrigal, pastor of the Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish in the Michoacan City of 
Nueva Italia said by visiting Morelia, the pope 
“wants to be closer to an area beaten down by 

Pope Francis' Visit to Mexico

continues on page 11
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Christian Herald Book Club
Food For Your Soul

By Kay Allen

“A True story of Death and 
Life: 90 Minutes in Heav-
en” by Don Piper with Cecil 
Murphy

“A New york Times Best-
seller, more than 3 million 
copies sold.”
 To continue our three part 
series on “Life After Death,” 
we present our second book, 
where we get a glimpse of 
heaven, from Don Piper, 
who had a fatal accident on a 
long narrow bridge when an 
inmate of the local prison, a 
trusty who had volunteered 
to drive an eighteen-wheeler 
to pick up food items and 
bring them back, weaved 
across the center line on the 
narrow bridge hitting Don’s 
car head on and sandwiching 
him between the truck and 
the side of the bridge. All 
of the wheels went right on 
top of the car and smashed 
it. The driver of the truck was going 60 miles per hour when he hit the car.
 Don says in the Prologue; “I died on January 8, 1989. Paramedics 
reached the scene of the accident within minutes. They found no pulse 
and declared me dead. They covered me with a tarp so that onlookers 
wouldn’t stare at me while they attended to the injuries of the others. I 
was completely unaware of the paramedics or anyone else around me. Im-
mediately after I died, I went straight to heaven. While I was in heaven, a 
Baptist preacher who came upon the scene...even though he knew I was 
dead, rushed to my lifeless body and prayed for me. Despite the scoffing 
of the Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT’s), he refused to stop pray-
ing for my life. At least ninety minutes after the EMT’s pronounced me 
dead, God answered this man’s prayers. I returned to earth.”
 Don speaks of his arriving in heaven and uses the scripture from Gen-
esis 28:17... “He was afraid and asked, ‘How awesome is this place! This 
is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.’”
 Don didn’t experience a long tunnel with light at the end. Instead, he 
found himself surrounded by brilliant light beyond all “imagination” and 
later found himself standing in heaven.
 He was surrounded by a large group of people in front of an ornate 
gate. He saw people surging toward him and they were all people he knew. 
Everyone was smiling, shouting and praising God. He recognized close 
family members and people from his Church who had passed away. He re-
membered his family on earth, but felt no sorrow at all, and only great joy 
in the presence of this light, these beautiful souls and music which har-

January 2016 Christian Herald Book of the Month … 

monized between natural sounds, sounds of singing and sounds of beauty 
that he could not recognize.
 He made it to the gate, but in the midst of this blissful perfection and 
joy, he said that “everything I experienced was like a first-class buffet for 
the senses. I had never felt such powerful embraces or feasted my eyes 
on such beauty. Heaven’s light and texture defy earthly eyes or explana-
tion. Warm, radiant light engulfed me. As I looked around, I could hardly 
grasp the vivid, dazzling colors. Every hue and tone surpassed anything I 
had ever seen...this was more real than anything I had ever experienced in 
life.
 ...I felt as if I had never seen, heard, or felt anything so real before. I 
don’t recall that I tasted anything, yet I knew that if I had, that too would 
have been more glorious than anything I had eaten or drunk on earth. Nev-
er in my happiest moments had I ever felt so fully alive.”
 He again used a scripture to describe the beauty of his experience 
from Revelations 5:11, “Then I looked again, and I heard the singing of 
thousands and millions of angels around the throne and living beings and 
the elders.”
 “The praise of God was unending, but the most remarkable thing to 
me was that hundreds of songs were being sung at the same time - all of 
them worshipping God.”
 Don says he never saw God, but thinks that if he had, he never would 
have come back. This is exactly what happened in response to the unend-
ing prayer of the Baptist minister who was in the smashed car with Don’s 
body as he waited for the “jaws of death” to come and release his body 
from the car.
 What happened next is so excruciating and heartbreaking as Don does 
come back to life, but his crushed body and years of pain and agony be-
come an incredible journey. Don is extremely honest in his description of 
his pain, his depression, and the months of hopelessness AND helpless-
ness. Very few people have ever experienced the “fixator” that helped to 
save his leg. Long steel rods that went all the way through his leg, screws 
and pins that stretched his bone, were tightened daily. All Don longed 
for was to go back to heaven, so his horrible pain became even more of a 
mental and spiritual torture.
 After over a year of recovery and so many wonderful people remain-
ing faithful and giving him encouragement, as well as helping him with 
daily household and physical needs, Don began to see why God brought 
him back. He kept “running into” people who were on the same fixator, 
depressed and in agony. He was able to encourage and to pray with them 
and he was the only one who console people in this situation. So many 
thousands have heard his story personally and have been encouraged after 
a loved one passes on.
 Millions now have been encouraged by his story of overcoming faith, 
and the realization that heaven is real. So many people experience pain 
and suffering that is unimaginable. But this man overcame all and now 
helps us to believe in that which we have never seen. We are bound for 
that eternal home as we “believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and 
repent for all our sins; trusting God’s mercy is endless and the treasury of 
His compassion, inexhaustible.”
 In this New year, allow Jesus to take you as His own child and bring 
you and your family, finally in the end, to live with Him in this incredible 
place called “heaven.” (Remembering too, that is with our Church family 
that we hold each other up in encouragement and love so that all of us to-
gether will be in heaven as one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church - the 
Bride of Christ). Once you read this book, you will buy dozens for your 
friends. I’ve already passed it on to my family in this Christmas season.
 Hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and you will have a healthy 
and prosperous New year!

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day Celebration - Punta Gorda: 
Groups of four men took turns carrying Our Lady while hymns were 
sung to her in four languages.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day Celebration - Punta Gorda: near 
the church four Hispanic women took up the honor of carrying Our 
Lady. 

violence. He wants to bring comfort and also 
closeness.”
 The pope’s meeting with young people and 

religious in Morelia is important, Fr. Madrigal 
told CNS, as the church there works to keep kids 
out of the cartels and provide priests with sup-
port and “strengthen us in the faith and our work 
in attending to victims of violence.” Priests in 
the rugged Tierra Caliente region there had lent 

=POPE FRANCIS’ VISIT  
 (... from page 10)

moral and spiritual support to vigilantes arming 
themselves to run off a drug cartel in 2013.
 Pope Francis “wants to give young people a 
message of hope and that they stay away from 
the temptation of violence,” the priest said.
 For a detailed schedule of Pope Francis’ 
visit to Mexico visit the following link:.
http://stlouisreview.com/article/2015-12-17/
pope-francis-schedule
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Holy Redeemer School held an Open Day on Virtue Based Restorative Discipline 
at the Holy Redeemer Parish Hall on December 8, 2015. In this photo, the display 
shows a road with footprints which represents Jesus’ humbleness as he washed 
his disciples feet. 

Students and teachers of Holy Redeemer School view the Virtue Art display. The 
school embarked into a Virtue Based Restorative Discipline program since the 
beginning of September 2015 to improve and to enhance positive attitudes and 
behavioral changes in the children. The Virtue Based model teaches both teach-
ers and children to be better listeners, to include God in the discipline process, to 
take responsibility and to love unconditionally. All the displays show examples of 
practicing humility and putting others first as Jesus did.

The Annual Christmas Dinner and Calypso Train Ride 
was held on Saturday, December 19, 2015 for Senior 
Parishioners of St. Joseph.

St. Joseph Parish St. Vincent De Paul Annual Christ-
mas Dinner for Children held in the St. Joseph Par-
ish Meeting Room on Thursday, December 17, 2015. 
The children were served a delicious meal and were 
also given Food Hampers and Christmas Gifts.Sacred Heart, San Ignacio Parish Happenings

 OuR ANNuAL CHRISTMAS PARISH DINNER held on Sunday, 
December 6 was a successful event. The day began with the Celebration 
of the Eucharist celebrated by Fr. Benjamin, our pastor. Many parishio-
ners attended both the Mass and Dinner. The Sacred Heart College audito-
rium was filled to capacity and all enjoyed a nice meal and entertainment 
by our primary school students. There were also games, Bouncy House 
and Santa Claus for the kiddies. Hats off to the Parish Dinner Committee 
who worked so hard to make this event possible.

 SOME TWENTy-ONE LAy MINISTERS attended the Advent Re-
treat at the St. Benedict Retreat Center on Sunday, December 13. The 
theme was: “COME LORD JESuS, HEAL uS IN yOuR MERCy.” Mrs. 
Bernadine gave a talk on the true meaning of Advent and Mr. Lawrence 
Mangar shared a reflection on the year of Mercy, what this means for us 
Lay Ministers. There was time for quiet reflection and sharing. The day 
ended with the celebration of Mass by Fr. Benjamin.

 SOME PARISHIONERS were busy with the praying of the Christmas 
Novena prayers as they participated in the POSADAS, while others were 
preparing the children for Pastorcitos. These activities culminated with 
the celebration of the Christmas midnight Liturgy.

 WE PRAy that 2016, the Year of Mercy, be a grace filled time, a year 
of much spiritual growth and healing in our families, community and na-
tion.

Twenty-one Lay Ministers attended an Advent Retreat held at the 
St. Benedict Retreat Center in San Ignacio on December 13, 2015.

Sub Umbra Sweets of St. Martin de Porres held its biweekly bake sale.Students of St. Martin de Porres perform at a variety show.


