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Introductions 
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Welcome/Opening Remarks 
Rhoda Kay Glunk, SCN 
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Opening Prayer 
 

October 27, 2015 



Imagining Abundance 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

Luke 9:10-17 



Luke 9:10-12 



Luke 9:13-15 



Luke 9:16 



Luke 9:17 



Reflection/Sharing 
 
How does this scripture reading 
apply to the work of Advancement? 
 
Share 1 insight with the person 
next to you. 



By the Waking of our Hearts 



By the Waking of our Hearts 

By the waking of our hearts, 

by the stirring of our souls, 

may the Spirit of God abide 

and bring us together in Christ. 
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Setting the Context 
 

October 27, 2015 



 A process designed to build commitment to the 
mission, charism, purpose, ministries, programs 
and services of the Congregation 

 

 Advancement involves communications and 
public relations, personnel and finances needed 
to carry out the Mission.  Advancement is the 
coordinated effort of these activities, recognizing 
each effort as part of the whole. 



 

 A total effort on the part of the congregation to 
analyze its philosophy and activities, project 
them into the future and then take the necessary 
steps to realize them. 



 

 

Advancement is  

connecting with others  

for the sake of the Mission. 



 In 1966 the SCN Mission Office was established 

 To raise and remit funds for the support of our “foreign 
missions” in India, Nepal and Belize 

 

 The 1985 General Assembly endorsed the 
concept of an Office of Planning and 
Development 

 

 

 



 In 1992, the Executive Committee began 
conversations about the Mission office raising 
funds for U.S. ministries 

 

 In 1995, the Central Leadership Team asked 
SCNs Susan Gatz (Dir. of Communications) and 
Anna Marie Canary (Dir. of Mission Office) to 
develop a proposal for an office to coordinate 
communications, fund development and vocation 
promotion 



 In 1996, the Executive Committee approved a 
proposal to establish an Office of Congregational 
Advancement to encompass the three functions 
of communications/public relations, fund 
development and vocation promotion. 



 

Mission 

The Advancement program builds understanding of 
and commitment to the international mission of the 

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. 
 

Through Communications, Fund Development, 
Alumni Relations, SCN Lay Mission Volunteer 

activities, and the Visitor Center, the Office invites 
others to share their time, talent and resources to 

advance that mission. 



 Newer areas of growth 

 

 Province Communications – part of a global 
team of communicators 

 

 Eastern Provinces Development Office 

 

 Office of Congregational Ministries – Western 
Province 



 July 2013 - Thirteen congregations of women 
religious invited to participate in Conference  

 

Advancing Mission: Women Religious in the  

21st  Century, offered through the Fund Raising 
School and Lake Institute on Faith & Giving and 
supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
and the GHR Foundation 

 



 SCNs were then invited to join a “Community of 
Practice” and apply for a grant to support and 
enhance Advancement efforts 

 
 

 Advancing Mission aims to contribute to the 
vitality of women’s religious life by helping 
congregations build their capacity to attract, 
steward and grow needed resources by 
strengthening their capacity for fundraising. 



 Advancing Mission encourages efforts to build a 
“culture of development” (or mission 
advancement) within congregations. By culture 
of development we mean an organization‐wide 
embrace of the practice of ongoing planning, 
communication, and fundraising that leads to the 
sustainability of an organization’s mission. 



 Applied for and received a 3-year grant 
 

 Year 1 - 2014  

 Fund Development Audit (Congregational) 

 Congregational Communications Audit 

 Training for Executive Committee 

 Consultant for OCA 

 May 2014 Workshop – OCA staff, EPDO staff, 
Global Communications Directors and 
Director of Office of Congregational Ministries 



 Year 2 - 2015 

 Consultant for OCA 

 Training for Executive Committee 

 Re-design of website and materials 

 This workshop for key Advancement 
Personnel of Western Province 
Congregational Ministries 



 Year 3 – 2016 
 

 Local support for WP Congregational 
Ministries and Boards 



1. What is your attitude toward money? How do you view it? How 
do you relate to it? How does having, or not having, money 
affect your self-esteem? 

 

2. What gets in the way of asking others to financially support 
your ministry? What makes it difficult for you to invite them 
into “a new way of relating to their resources?” 

 

3. When have you experienced fundraising as ministry? What two 
or three examples readily come to mind? 

 

4. Within your ministry, how are you building community among 
your donors? Among donors, staff, and clients/beneficiaries of 
your ministry? 

 

5. What steps or actions would help create a stronger culture of 
philanthropy within your ministry? 

Pre-Conference Reflection Questions 
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Spirituality of Fundraising 
 



Fundraising from the Heart Webinar Series 
 

The Courage to Fundraise  
Parker Palmer 

 Inward journey/outward action 
    Mobius strip, one side 

 Fundraiser 

 Donor 

 Tragic Gap 

 Connecting to Interests and Passions 



Fundraising from the Heart Webinar Series 
 

The Spirit and Practice of Excellence 
Kerry Robinson and Nathan Ball 

Believe that you are worthy of profound generosity 

 Passion for excellence 

 Authenticity- relational, energetic confidence, 
radical joy, integrity 

 Enter into perspective of donor 

 Don’t talk yourself out of the strategy you have 
thought through 

 Money follows mission, drawn to the vision 



Fundraising from the Heart Webinar Series 
 

Lessons and Learning from a Lifetime 
Sue Mosteller and Henry Freeman 

Fundraiser as Guest 

 What does it mean to be present to another 
person? Henri Nouwen 

 Look for the transformational gift/investment 

 Leave your agenda at the door - take time to hear 
their journey 

 Getting one large gift that supports the entire 
project is the worst thing that can happen - build 
community 

 Invite the donor on a journey/into a partnership 



Impelled by the love of Christ, 
in the tradition of Vincent de Paul 
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 Born into peasant family, land owners 

 In Dax lived with local attorney, his patron 

 From parish priest to chaplain/tutor for 
wealthy family 

 Transformational moment for Vincent – 
family in need, how to support long term? 

 Madam de Gondi set aside a considerable sum of money to 
begin Vincent’s community 

 Vincent made sure works of charity were sustainable 

 Very compelling at telling the mission story 

 Link story with fund-raising strategy to guarantee success 

 Patron saint of charity and fundraising for charity 



To be consumed for God, to have 
no goods nor power except for 
the purpose of expending them 
for God. This is what our Savior 
did himself, he who was 
consumed for love of his Father.  
 

 

Vincent de Paul 

Impelled by the love of Christ, 
in the tradition of Vincent de Paul 



. . . and the pioneer spirit of Catherine Spalding 

 Old Catholic family name  
 

 Her ancestors sought faith/fortune  
 

 Early experiences of family/transition form her 
 

 Transformational story - her heart clings to 
children without a name or a nurturing family 

 

 Endured dire poverty in early days of religious life 

 Power of faith and spiritual purpose, intention of 
permanence, commitment, perseverance 

 

 Made case for the need both zealous and practical  
 

 Reliant on others for their generosity 
 

 Alternate terms in leadership/ministry 



. . . and the pioneer spirit 
of Catherine Spalding 

Pray for us, dear Sisters, 
all of you, that we may 
advance more and more 
in the spirit of our holy 
vocation as God wishes to 
open further and further 
the ways and means of 
carrying out its works of 
usefulness and charity.  
 

Catherine Spalding 
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Announcements before prayer 
 



Closing Prayer 

What first made me sit up and take 
notice of the ministry I am part of? 

How was I invited to this ministry? 



Prayerful Reflection/Ritual 
 

What am I inviting others to? 

In 1 word 


